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ALONZO SPANG APPOINTED TO N'TL 
INDIAN EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE

MISSOULA--

Alonzo T. Spang S r . ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana I n d i a n  S t u d i e s  Program , 

was r e c e n t l y  a p p o i n t e d  by V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  S p i r o  T. Agnew t o  t h e  new I n d i a n  E d u c a t i o n  Sub ­

co m m i t t e e  ( IES) o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  on I n d i a n  O p p o r t u n i t y .

The n ine -m em ber  a l l - I n d i a n  s u b c o m m i t t e e  h e l d  i t s  f i r s t  m e e t in g  Feb .  25-26  i n  W a sh ing ton ,  

D .C . ,  where  Spang was e l e c t e d  su b c o m m i t t e e  v i c e - c h a i r m a n .  The IES i s  composed o f  e i g h t  

e d u c a t o r s  and one s t u d e n t .

Spang s a i d  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  s u b c o m m i t t e e  a r e :  t o  p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  

I n d i a n  c om m un i t i e s  w i s h i n g  t o  assume l o c a l  c o n t r o l  o f  s c h o o l s  and p r o g r a m s ,  t o  r e v i e w  and 

e v a l u a t e  s c h o o l  p ro g ra m s  where  I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n  m ig h t  be  e n r o l l e d  and t o  make an an n u a l  

r e p o r t  t o  P r e s i d e n t  Nixon on t h e  s t a t e  o f  I n d i a n  e d u c a t i o n .

Commenting on h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  t h e  IES,  Spang s a i d :  " H o p e f u l l y ,  t h e  s u b c o m m i t t e e - - 

h a v i n g  t h e  ' e a r  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and t h e  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ' - - c a n  a c c o m p l i s h  many ne e ded  c o r ­

r e c t i o n s  and p ro g ra m s  i n  I n d i a n  e d u c a t i o n .

"The r o l e  o f  t h e  s u b c o m m i t t e e  i s  a v i t a l  o n e , "  Spang c o n t i n u e d .  " T h e re  i s  no doub t  

i n  my mind t h a t  I n d i a n  e d u c a t i o n  n e e d s  n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  and s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  o f f i c e  

i n  t h e  l a n d .  The s u b c o m m i t t e e ' s  work w i l l  be  d i f f i c u l t ,  and i t  n e e d s  t o  do a t o p - l e v e l  

jo b  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  t h i n g s  a c c o m p l i s h e d . "

Spang became t h e  f i r s t  d i r e c t o r  and a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r  o f  t h e  UM I n d i a n  S t u d i e s  P r o ­

gram i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1970. He i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n s t i t u t i n g  a " t h r e e - p r o n g e d "  p rog ra m  o f  

c o u n s e l i n g ,  and I n d i a n - o r i e n t e d  c o u r s e s  and resea^reh  s e r v i c e s  d e s i g n e d  t o  d e v e l o p  i n  t h e  

I n d i a n  s t u d e n t  p r i d e  and a p o s i t i v e  i d e n t i t y  w i t h  h i s  c u l t u r e .

A member o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Cheyenne T r i b e ,  Spang l i v e d  on t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  f o r  19 y e a r s .

He i s  a n a t i v e  o f  Lame D e e r ,  Mon tana .
more
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He r e c e i v e d  h i s  B a c h e l o r  o f  S c i e n c e  d e g r e e  i n  e d u c a t i o n  from E a s t e r n  Montana  

C o l l e g e ,  B i 1 l i n g s , i n  1959 and a M a s t e r  o f  A r t s  d e g r e e  i n  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  s p e c i a l i z a -  

1 on i n  g u i d a n c e  and c o u n s e l i n g  from A r i z o n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  (ASU), Tempe, i n  1962.

He has  c o m p le te d  a l l  t h e  work t o w a rd  h i s  d o c t o r a t e  a t  ASU, e x c e p t  h i s  d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a ­

t i o n ,  wh ich w i l l  be i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  g u i d a n c e  and c o u n s e l i n g .

Spang h a s  h e l d  numerous p o s i t i o n s  as  an e d u c a t o r  and g u i d a n c e  c o u n s e l o r  a t  such  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  as  t h e  Navaho Community C o l l e g e ,  C h i n l e , A r i z . ; ASU; t h e  I n d i a n  Com­

m un i ty  A c t i o n  P rog ram ,  and a t  t h e  Cook C h r i s t i a n  T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l ,  Tempe, A r i z .
Whitney

His  awards  i n c l u d e  a J o h n  Hay/; i r i c y  F o u n d a t i o n  F e l l o w ,  t h e  S c o t t s d a l e  ( A r i z . )

A l l - I n d i a n - D a y s  Award f o r  o u t s t a n d i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  communi ty ,  a d o c -  

: j r a l  a s s i s t a n t s h i p  a t  ASU and a p p o i n t m e n t  as  c h i e f  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Cheyenne T r i b e .
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