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M. Earl C r a i g

A S to ry  About  
Ram irez

Ramirez  was th i r ty  w h e n  it s t ruck  him: his legs had 
been b roken  at birth.  It seems they  w e re  c a u g h t  funny 
on his way in to  th e  world, got tw i s t e d - u p  and lost th e i r  
blood. He n ever  learned  to walk, or even crawl. I guess 
I should m e n t io n  th e  subm ar ine  he  was born into.
Almost im m ed ia te ly  he  was posted in th e  glass tu r re t .
I hey gave him a swive l ing  chair;  he  had r e m o te  con tro ls  
for ev e ry th in g .

But th a t  was years  ago. W h e n  Ramirez  tu rn e d  th i r ty  
he  gave th em  his t w o - w e e k  not ice .  H e’d had enough ,  
was exhaus ted .  He moved to Kansas. W h e n  he  arr ived 
th e  first t h in g  th ey  told h im  was tha t  h e ’d have to learn 
to crawl, crawl first before walk ing .  They  dressed him 
in a te r ry  cloth j u m p e r  and had him babble and coo from 
a deep  crib. They  spanked  him vigorously  unt il  he  gave 
in and cr ied.  They  t ru ly  w a n ted  him to walk. They 
w an ted  him to coach h igh  school football  or run for 
publ ic office. They  d i d n ’t k n o w  w h a t  th ey  w an ted .  
Ramirez , he  w a n te d  to w ork  in a pet  store.  He w a n ted  
to look at th e  fish in th e  tanks.  This conf l ic t  is 
s o m e th in g  th ey  never  resolved. Ramirez  is almost sixty  
now. H e’s moved back in to  his tu r re t .  I t h in k  he  let the  
whole  c o m m u n i ty  dow n th e  way he just up and left. I 
have him on th e  p h o n e  now, if you care  to tell h im 
som eth ing .  Ramirez , can you hear  us? Hold th e  rece iver  
to your  th ro a t  and swallow tw ice  if y o u ’re happy.

But even tha t  h ap p e n e d  years  ago. As far as I was
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c o n c e r n e d  th e  w o r d  “ R a m i r e z ” had been w i p e d  f r o m  o u r  
m e m o r ie s .  M E M O R Y :  t h e  m e n t a l  f a c u l t y  o f  r e t a i n i n g  
and r e c a l l i n g  even ts  f r o m  th e  past; a u n i t  o f  a c o m p u t e r  
t h a t  p reserves data;  p e r s is te n t  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  b e h a v io r  
r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  an o r g a n i s m ’s e x p e r i e n c e .  E X P E R I ­
ENCE: t h e  a p p re h e n s io n  o f  an o b je c t ,  t h o u g h t ,  o r
e m o t i o n  t h r o u g h  th e  senses o f  t h e  m i n d p a c t i v e  p a r t i c i ­
p a t io n  in  e ve n ts  o r  a c t i v i t i e s  l e a d in g  to  t h e  a c c u m u l a ­
t i o n  o f  k n o w l e d g e  o r  sk i l l ;  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o r  m a s t e r y  o f  
a s k i l l  so d e r ived .  MASTER:  a person  h a v i n g  c o n t r o l  
o v e r  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  a n o t h e r  o r  o th e rs ;  t h e  c a p ta in  o f  a 
m e r c h a n t  ship;  a man  w h o  o w n s  a pack  o f  h o u n d s  o r  is 
a c h i e f  o f f i c e r  o f  a h u n t .
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