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ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 
HAS NO PUDCET PLAN

m a t h e w / l e  
0 - 2 8 - 7 1sports s n o r t s  o n e

I nf ormat ion S e r v i c e s  •  U n i v e r s i t y  of m o n t a n a  •  m i s s o u l a ,  m o n t a n a  59801 * ( 406 )  243-2522
MISSOULA--

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M o n ta n a  a t h l e t i c  d e p a r t m e n t  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  h a v e  b e e n  

m e e t i n g  t h i s  w e e k ,  b u t  so  f a r  h a v e  n o t  come un w i t h  a  n l a n  t o  r e p a i r  UM's a t h l e t i c  

b u d g e t  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  r e d u c e d  a b o u t  22 p e r  c e n t  s i n c e  i t  was a p p r o v e d  l a s t  J a n u a r y .

The e s t i m a t e d  8 3 0 , 0 0 0  c u t  r e s u l t i n g  Prom F r i d a y ’ s f e d e r a l  r u l i n g  a g a i n s t  UM t i c k e t
UM a t h l e t i c  d i r e c t o r  an d  h e a d  f o o t b a l l  c o a c h  J a c k

p r i c e  i n c r e a s e s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  m a n a g e a b l e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o / S w a r t h o u t , h a d  t h a t  b e e n  t h e  o n l y

c u t .  P u t  a  s e r i e s  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  l a s t  v e a r  h a d  a l r e a d y  l o n n e d  $ 4 5 , 7 0 0  o f f  h i s  b u d g e t .

" H e * r e  down $ 7 6 , 0 0 0  f r om  o u r  o r i g i n a l  b u d g e t  ( $ 3 5 3 , 7 0 0 ) , "  S w a r t h o u t  s a i d ,  " a n d  

w e 1r e  i n  r e a l  t r o u b l e .  P e o p l e  s a v  we ca n  c u t  s o m e w h e r e ,  b u t  w e ' v e  a l r e a d y  c u t  t o  t h e  

b o n e  and  now we h a v e  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0  more  t o  t a k e  o u t . "

S w a r t h o u t  s a y s  h e  a n d  h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u d g e t  a  c o n s e r v a t i v e  

o n e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  was o n l y  a s l i g h t  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  v e a r .  The $4 5 , 7 0 0  l o s s  

r e s u l t e d  f rom a  s e r i e s  o f  i n c i d e n t s  - -  UM s t u d e n t s  d e c i d e d  t o  r e d u c e  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f  

a t h l e t i c s ,  t h e  s t a t e  c u t  10 p e r  c e n t  o f  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b u d g e t ,  an d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

i n c r e a s e d  i t s  b o a r d  and room and f e e s ,  w h i c h  i n c r e a s e d ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  s c h o l a r s h i p  c o s t s .

The f e d e r a l  r u l i n g  f rom t h e  O f f i c e  o f  E m erg e n cy  P r e p a r e d n e s s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

c o u l d  n o t  i n c r e a s e  i t s  t i c k e t  p r i c e s ,  n o r  c o u l d  i t  b e g i n  c h a r g i n g  s t u d e n t s  $1 a d m i s s i o n  

t o  games b e c a u s e  b o t h  a c t i o n s  v i o l a t e  t h e  wage n r i c e  f r e e z e .  The $ 3 0 , 0 0 0  e s t i m a t e  b y  

a t h l e t i c  d e p a r t m e n t  b u s i n e s s  m a n a g e r  F .a r l  M a r t e l  1 ,  was b a s e d  on r e v e n u e s  Prom p a s t  games 

and i s  down f rom t h e  o r i g i n a l  e s t i m a t e  o f  $ 3 6 , 0 0 0 .

"He h a n d l e d  t h e  $ 4 5 , 7 0 0  l o s s  b v  m a k i n g  c u t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o g r a m , "  S w a r t h o u t  e x 

p l a i n e d .  C u t s  w e r e  made i n  r e c r u i t i n g  and t r a v e l .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n s t e a d  o f  s t a y i n g  

o v e r n i g h t  f o r  l a s t  w e e k ' s  game a g a i n s t  Cal  P o l y  i n  San L u i s  O b i s n o ,  t h e  f o o t b a l l  t e a m

l e f t  M i s s o u l a  S a t u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n ,  p l a y e d  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t ,  l e f t  a f t e r  t h e  game an d  a r r i v e d

b a c k  i n  M i s s o u l a  a b o u t  3 a . m .  S u n d a y .

more



ATHLETIC--2

Swar thou t ' s  major problem i s  t h a t  most o f  the  departnGeait ’ s expend i tu res  have a l ready  

been made. New f o o tb a l l  equipment and uniforms are  a l re ady  s l i g h t l y  used and uniforms 

and equipment fo r  the  o th e r  s n o r t s  are  a l ready  e i t h e r  here  o r  on t h e i r  way.

C ontrac ts  have been s igned  f o r  f o o t b a l l  and b a s k e t b a l l  games and because o f  guaran tees  

to v i s i t i n g  teams ($3,500 f o r  each f o o t b a l l  game and 51,500 f o r  b a s k e t b a l l )  i t  would be 

more expensive not to  p lay  the games.

Schola rsh ips  a te  a l ready  handed o u t ,  and i t  would v i o l a t e  NCAA r u l e s  to  revoke them 

fo r  o th e r  than academic o r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  reasons .

"In  s h o r t , "  Swarthout s ay s ,  "our  backs are  a g a in s t  the w a l l .  We c a n ’t  su rv ive  the  

c u t .  We’ l l  have to  ge t  the  money somewhere, but I ’ l l  have to  admit we don’ t  have a p lan  

y e t . "
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