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AHCIIITKA DLAST REGISTERS 
7.0 ON UM SEISMOGRAPH

MISSOULA--

The underground n u c lea r  t e s t  on Amchitka I s land  Saturday r e g i s t e r e d  s l i g h t l y  more than 

7.0 on the  P.ichter s c a le  on the seismograph a t  the  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  'ontana ,  accord ing  to  

Dr. Gary Crosby, IT! s e i sm o lo g is t  monitor ing the b l a s t .

The record ing  was made a t  3:10 MST Saturday (Nov. 6) a t  the  UM Earthquake Laboratory 

in the  basement of the  new Science Complex. The la b o ra to ry  serves  as a c o l l e c t i o n  no in t

fo r  15 seismometers s e t  u p  in  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of Northwest ’’ontana and Idaho.
a

No apparent damage was r e p o r t e d  in  ” ontana,  a l th o u g h /se i sm ic  shock v/ave r e g i s t e r i n g

6.5 or  l a r g e r  i s  considered  to  be a major shock v/ave. Despite  p r e d i c t i o n s  by opponents,
r e p o r t e d ly

the b l a s t / c a u s e d  no d e s t r u c t i v e  ear thquakes ,  t i d a l  waves or r a d i a t i o n  leakage .

Dr. Crosby, a UM p r o f e s s o r  of  geology, s a id  th e re  were about 35 persons  on hand fo r  

the  reading  of  the  shock wave,which took approximate ly  10 minutes to  reach western  !ontana.  

"Our ins truments  w i l l  record  a quake of 2 .5 -3 .0  on the  R ic h te r  s ca le  and a shock of

4.5 has p o t e n t i a l  fo r  damage," Dr. Crosby s a id .  "A quake more than 8.0  only occurs about 

once in  a centu ry  in the  United S t a t e s , "  he added.

"The R ich ter  s ca le  i s  an em pir ica l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the amount of  energy r e l e a s e d  

and a number express ing  the  s i z e  o f  the  ea r th q u ak e ,"  Dr. Crosby exp la ined .

Based on the da ta  from previous  underground t e s t s ,  Dr. Crosby sa id  t h a t  he expec ts  

the  background leve l  of  minor ear thquakes  to  pick  un, but dec l ined  to  make any f u r t h e r  

p r e d i c t i o n s .
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