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GRIZZLIES ENTERED 
IN DAFFODIL CLASSIC 
Mathew/gh 
1 2 / 8 /7 1
s p o r t s  s t a t e  + b a s k e t b a l lsports *

I n fo rm a t ion  S e r v i c e s  •  U n i v e r s i t y  of U l o n t a n a  •  m i s s o u l a ,  m o n t a n a  59801 * ( 4 0 6 )  243-2522
MISSOULA—

team
The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana b a s k e t b a l l / w i l l  be  making i t s  f i r s t  t o u rn a m e n t

o l d
a p p e a r a n c e  i n  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  when i t  e n t e r s  t h e  s i x - y e a r / D a f f o d i l  C l a s s i c  t h i s  weekend 

i n  Tacoma, Wash.

The t o u r n e y  w i l l  mark t h e  end o f  an e x h a u s t i n g  s e r i e s  o f  t ough  r o a d  games f o r  t h e  

G r i z z l i e s .  They l o s t  t h r e e  games i n  a row t o  m a j o r  c o l l e g e  o p p one n ts  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  Oregon,  Washington S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  and t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wyoming.

Montana p l a y s  Cal S t a t e  Los Ange les  i n  t h e  8 p.m.  MST o p e n e r  F r i d a y  i n  h o s t  team 

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Puge t  S o u n d ' s  gymnasium. Puge t  Sound p l a y s  S t .  M a ry ' s  C o l l e g e  o f  Moraga ,  

C a l i f . , i n  t h e  s econd  game.

The Cal S t a t e  D ia b lo s  r e t u r n  t h r e e  s t a r t e r s  f rom l a s t  y e a r ' s  15-11 team and have  

two l e t t e r m e n  r e t u r n i n g  who s u b s t i t u t e d  o f t e n  l a s t  y e a r .  L a s t  y e a r ' s  s t a r t i n g  g u a r d s ,  

6-1 Mose Adolph and 6 - 2 U  Rodney Murray a r e  b a c k .  They made s e cond  a l l - l e a g u e  team 

l a s t  y e a r  and have  been  t h e  l e a d i n g  s c o r e r s  f o r  t h e  D i a b lo s  t h e  l a s t  two y e a r s .  

R e t u r n i n g  c e n t e r  Mike J a c k s o n ,  s h o t  60 p e r  c e n t  from t h e  f l o o r  l a s t  y e a r  and a v e r a g e  

15 .8  p o i n t s  and 11 .3  rebounds  p e r  game.

Cal S t a t e ,  a s c h o o l  o f  25 ,000  s t u d e n t s ,  p l a y s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  C o a s t  A t h l e t i c  

A s s o c i a t i o n .

Host  team Puge t  Sound h a s  won t h e  t o u rn a m e n t  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  and even i f  t h e  

G r i z z l i e s  d o n ' t  g e t  a s h o t  a t  t h e  Tacoma team i n  t h e  t o u r n a m e n t ,  t h e  two teams w i l l  

p l a y  J a n .  17 i n  M is s o u l a .  Puge t  Sound has  won two o f  t h e  t h r e e  p r e v i o u s  games w i t h  

t h e  G r i z z l i e s .

Puge t  Sound i s  r e b u i l d i n g  i t s  p rogram  t h i s  y e a r  and i s  n o t  e x p e c t e d  t o  be as  tough 

as  i t  has  been  i n  t h e  p a s t  two s e a s o n s .  The Loggers  opened  t h e i r  s e a s o n  Dec. 1 a g a i n s t  

Montana S t a t e  and l o s t  t o  t h e  B o b c a t s ,  76-71 .
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S t .  Mary 's  i s  a school  o f  1,264 s t u d e n t s  and i f  th e  G r i z z l i e s  meet the  Gaels  in 

th e  tournament  i t  w i l l  be th e  f i r s t  meet ing between t h e  two s c h o o l s .  S t .  Mary 's  was

10-16 l a s t  y e a r  under  new coach Bruce Hale.

The D a f fo d i l  C l a s s i c  i s  run by th e  Tacoma S p o r t s - R e c r e a t i o n  F e d e ra t io n  and i s  a 

f u n d - r a i s i n g  p r o j e c t  f o r  youth a t h l e t i c s .  I t  broke even in  i t s  f i r s t  y e a r  and has  

been a p r o f i t a b l e  v e n tu re  s in c e  th e n .  O f f i c i a l s  hope to  average  5,500 s p e c t a t o r s  a 

n i g h t  t h i s  yea r .

New G r i z z l y  coach Jud I lea thco te  w i l l  be hoping to  win games in  t h i s  tournament 

so the  G r i z z l i e s  can come i n t o  t h e i r  home opener  Monday (Dec. 13) a g a i n s t  Midwestern

U n i v e r s i t y  w i th  some c o n f id e n ce .

Montana was n ev e r  much o f  a t h r e a t  in  i t s  second game a g a i n s t  Washington S t a t e ,  

b u t  in  th e  opener  a g a i n s t  Oregon and in  Tuesday n i g h t ' s  game a g a i n s t  Wyoming the  

G r i z z l i e s  s t a r t l e d  t h e i r  opponents  w i th  a f a s t  b reak  and p o t e n t  s c o r i n g .

UH took e a r l y  le ads  a g a i n s t  bo th  Oregon and Wyoming and then  f e l l  beh ind  in  the

second h a l f  in  both  c o n t e s t s .  I l e a th c o t e ’ s o b j e c t i v e  t h i s  weekend w i l l  be t o  s u s t a i n  

th e  running  game in bo th  h a lv e s  and cu t  down on t u r n o v e r s  t h a t  have been so c o s t l y  to

th e  G r i z z l i e s  so f a r  t h i s  y e a r .

I lea thcote  i s  expec ted  to  s t a r t  Ray Howard a t  c e n t e r ,  Dale P a rk e r  and W i l l i e  

Bascus a t  th e  forward  sp o t s  and Mike Murray and Robin S e lv ig  a t  g ua rds .  A l t e r n a t e  

c e n t e r - f o r w a rd  E a r l  Tye may see  p l e n t y  o f  a c t i o n  t h i s  weekend to o .  Tye was the  second 

le ad in g  s c o r e r  and rebounder  in  th e  Wyoming game wi th  16 and 13 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Dale 

P a rk e r  l e d  t h e  G r i z z l i e s  in  bo th  depar tments  w i th  17 p o i n t s  and 14 rebounds .

(Note: Radio KYLT w i l l  c a r r y  bo th  G r i z z l y  games in  t h e  D a f fo d i l  C l a s s i c .  The

Fr iday  game coverage w i l l  beg in  a t  7:45 p.m. MST and S a t u r d a y ' s  t ime w i l l  depend on

whether  th e  G r i z z l i e s  win o r  lo s e  F r iday  n i g h t . )
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