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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Judges at the Montana Judges A ssociation convention in Helena Thursday and
Friday

(2

and 3) w ill have the opportunity to discuss th e ir new ru le s o f ap p ellate

c iv il procedure, according to Dr. David R. Mason, Dixon Professor of Law at the
University of Montana.
Dr. Mason said he would lead the discussion o f the ru les which go in to e f f e c t
the f i r s t o f next January.

He was the chairman of the advisory committee to the

Montana Supreme Court, which drafted the new ap p ellate procedure ru le s .
For h is work on the new procedure, Dr. Mason has been given the f i r s t Montana
Bar Association award fo r "an outstanding contribution to the le g a l profession
carried out or completed during the y e a r."
The 1963 le g is la tu r e gave the Supreme Court the power to promulgate i t s own
rules of procedure and the high court created the advisory committee that year.
After two years o f study and upon recommendation of the committee, the new ru les
were adopted th is year by the Supreme Court.
"Our present ap p ellate procedure has changed very l i t t l e since t e r r i t o r i a l
days, and is too slow, expensive and in volved," Dr. Mason explained.

"The new

•ules are designed to modernize and stream line th is procedure."
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