
CutBank CutBank 

Volume 1 
Issue 47 CutBank 47 Article 8 

Spring 1997 

Ambush Ambush 

Peter Henry 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank 

 Part of the Creative Writing Commons 

Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Henry, Peter (1997) "Ambush," CutBank: Vol. 1 : Iss. 47 , Article 8. 
Available at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss47/8 

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks at University of Montana. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in CutBank by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more 
information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 

https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss47
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss47/8
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fcutbank%2Fvol1%2Fiss47%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/574?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fcutbank%2Fvol1%2Fiss47%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://goo.gl/forms/s2rGfXOLzz71qgsB2
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss47/8?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fcutbank%2Fvol1%2Fiss47%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarworks@mso.umt.edu


PETER HENRY

AMBUSH

The day comes when we cease being brothers.
It has been waiting in ambush all these years, 
like the one poisonous spider men still fear too much 

to become.

The rain continues digging its tiny nests in the field
as our grandmother grows slowly deader,
two ice cubes clasped inside each fist like unlucky dice.

My brother & I stand back-to-back.
We begin walking towards the electric fence wrapped 

around the field 
& the charred crows swinging beneath it.

This could take decades.
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