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University of Montana President Robert Johns spoke on the
relationship between the University and student publications
Wednesday afternoon, March 30*
He spoke to the staff of the school of Journalism, members of the
Associated Students' Publications Board and the executive staff of
the Montana Kaimin.

Following is the text of his remarks:

STATEMENT OF PRESIDENT ROBERT JOHNS
TO THE STAFF OF THE SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM, THE PUBLICATIONS BOARD OF THE ASSOCIATED
STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA, AND THE EXECUTIVE STAFF OF THE MONTANA KAIMIN.
Ladies and Gentlemen:
I have deferred making this statement because it seemed appropriate to
wait until we had a new student executive staff to be responsible for the publica
tion of the student newspaper.
We have emerged from a year that has seen the newspaper under almost
continuous attack because of the nature of its editorial content.
does not, however, stand alone in this position.

This University

I would be less than honest if I

did not indicate that, in my opinion, some of the criticism of the student newspaper
has been justified.

We have, however, learned much from this experience.

The student body of our University has been subject to criticism (some
of it unjust) through generalizations emanating from the views of people who are
critical of the editorial content of the student newspaper.

The School of

Journalism has been attacked because many who are not informed of the publica
tion rights of the Kaimin believe that it represents the product of the teaching
in our journalism classrooms.
Most universities which permit freedom of student publications carry a
few scars of criticism and misunderstanding.

Many of the recent editorials have

teen misinterpreted to represent the views of our distinguished faculty, our
students, the members of the administration and, indeed, in some cases, the
Board of Regents.
During this past year, I have been called upon frequently to decide whether
or not to take directive action to modify the publications procedure.

I have,

however, chosen to permit it to follow a reasonable and orderly, but frequently
difficult, course through this past year.

It is my opinion that, although
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temporary damage may have been done to the university by these writings, we will
emerge in the long-run a stronger educational organization; one whose strength
over the years is self-evident and cannot permanently be damaged by a very few
people.
I believe that those conscientious and devoted citizens who support this
University have a proper concern about the nature of an editorial policy that
may permit one person, or a very small group, to utilize it for personal interests.
I am sure that those same citizens would be justifiably concerned about an academic
or administrative policy which would preclude freedom of expression.

They would

also be concerned about one which would permit the peremptory removal from office
of an individual simply for making statements they they might consider questionable
or contrary to their personal views.
Many of the editorials have been sound and thought-provoking; many were, at
least in the minds of some, intellectually reprehensible; many were repugnant to
the accepted, or even to the tolerated, values o-f society.

In an academic community

where freedom to pursue knowledge is a fundamental of existence, there must be
concomitant freedom of expression.

Historically, the academic world has usually

pursued a course of constructive expression of criticism.
We stand now at the threshold of a new editorial year.

There should be no

questions in the minds of anyone of the courage of this faculty (both teaching
and administrative faculty) or of the courage of the Board of Regents to protect
the rights of academic freedom, freedom of the press, and those other rights
guaranteed in the Constitution of the United States to all members of any academic
community and to all citizens.

On the shoulders of the people in this room, in

cluding students and teaching and administrative faculty, rests a good measure of
responsibility for the freedom which has made our University one of sound academic
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quality; one where we respect freedom to express different points of view; one
where we respect the rights of all to question the academic, political, social,
economic, and technological structure of the world in which we live; one in which
each of us stands ready to defend his judgments as being soundly conceived in
what we believe to be the best interests of society.
It is, I believe, a fact, that in the months ahead the student newspaper
will find itself in a position where its editorial staff must convince our students,
oux* faculty and those citizens who support this University, that it is concerned
with the important values of our university and our world.

It must firmly present

a concept of the honorable profession of journalism that is dedicated to the
creative provocation of intelligent thought.
You can be sure of the commitment of the professional academicians, both
teachers and administrators, at this University to help you achieve these
substantial objectives.

Our School of Journalism, one of competence, creatively

and intellectually vigorous, stands ready, as always, to counsel and advise.

I

believe that I can speak for the Board of Regents in saying that they will support
ycur efforts.

We know that a portion of education is the product of trial and

error; we know that mistakes are frequently made; we know that diligent scholars
^empt to rectify those mistakes.
I assure you of my personal confidence in the ability and interest of
eve 'yone here today to devote himself to a straight-forward review and evaluation
r,r the problem at hand.

The challenge faces us squarely.

We are called upon to

confirm that the academic objectives of this University are dedicated to contribu
ting to the improvement and the enlightenment of the society which it serves.

From

out of the ferment and controversy of the past year, we can and will continue to
tvaild a university which commands respect.

