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AIR FORCE ROTC CHANGES COMMAND

I t  was top  s p it  and p o lis h  a t the U n iv e rs ity  o f Montana A ir  Force ROTC 

headquarters t h is  week when L t. C ol. Robert Velde r e t ir e d  and turned h is  

command over to  L t. C o l. Harwood F. Means.

Colonel Velde has served as UM p ro fe sso r  o f aerospace s tu d ie s  s in ce  1962.

He has been an o f f i c e r  in  the A ir  Force fo r  26 ye a rs , s in ce  h is  commissioning 

in  Ju ly  lS&O. B efore jo in in g  th e UM fa c u lt y ,  he served peacetim e to u rs o f duty 

in  Japan and I t a ly .

C olonel V elde, h is  w ife , son and two daughters w i l l  continue t o  make th e ir  

home in  M issoula. He says he has been lo o k in g  forward t o  retirem en t as a time 

t o  ca tch  up on some hunting and f is h in g .

C olonel Means jo in s  the U n iv e rs ity  f a c u lt y  as p ro fe sso r  o f  aerospace s tu d ie s , 

coming from a to u r o f duty in  Taiwan. He holds BS and MA degrees from George 

Washington U n iv e rs ity  in  Washington, D.C.

He, h is  w ife  and two daughters have a lread y  moved to  M issoula. The daughters 

attended Oklahoma S ta te  l a s t  year, but w i l l  e n r o ll  a t the U n iv e rs ity  t h is  y e a r.

A h older o f th e  D istin gu ish ed  F ly in g  Cross, A ir  Medal and Purple Heart, 

C olonel Means saw a c tio n  as a n avigato r on the North A fr ica n  fro n t during the

Second World War.
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