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PSYX 250N: F undam entals o f B io logica l P sychology  
Spring 2014 (Jan. 27- May 09)

MWF: 12:10-1:00 PM 
CHEM 123

Instructor: E rin  Yosai, M.S.
Email: erin.yosai@umontana.edu
Office: Skaggs 365
O ffice Hours: TBA; by appointm ent

R equired Text
Kalat, Jam es W. (2013). Biological psychology, 11th Edition. Wadsworth: Belmont, 
CA.

G oals and O biectives
■ Learn the structure and function of the different cells th a t compose the central 

nervous system (CNS)
■ U nderstand how electrical and chemical events cause neurons to influence the 

activity of one another
■ Learn the basic anatomy of the CNS
■ Learn the anatomy and physiology of the sensory and motor systems
■ Gain fam iliarity with the anatomy and physiology of complex behaviors such 

as sleep, emotion, reinforcement, memory and language

Course Form at and R equirem ents
• P rerequisite: Prior to taking this class, you are expected to have taken and 

passed Psychology 100 (Introduction to Psychology).

• C lass A ttend ance and Reading: Biological psychology is generally 
considered to be a ch a llen g in g  course. We will be moving very quickly 
through each chapter; falling behind on attendance or readings is not 
recommended.

• Exam s
1. There will be 3 exams during th is course (50 points each). Exams will 

be based on m aterial in the book and m aterial covered in class.

2. Test #4 is an optional comprehensive final exam. The final can be used 
to substitute for a score on an earlier exam.

3. Each exam will have a total of 50 questions (multiple choice and 
matching). You will need a scantron (for psychology) for each exam. 
These are available at the Think Tank, the University Bookstore, or 
the University Market.
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4. M ake-up exam s are NOT perm itted unless a doctor’s note for illness 
or some other formal docum entation for an emergency is provided. 
Additionally, you m ust contact me via email prior to the exam to 
notify me th a t you will miss the exam. No exceptions to th is rule will 
be perm itted!!!

• Class participation: You will be responsible for all information from the 
lectures as w ell as the text —in clu d in g  m ateria l in  th e  read ing  
assign m en ts not covered  in  class. Regular attendance is critical.

1. I will be taking attendance on random lecture days throughout the 
semester. I will randomly take attendance seven t im es. Each tim e you 
are present, you will receive 5 points. As a result, attendance worth 
roughly 20% of your total grade.

• G rading Breakdown:

Attendance (7*5= 35 points) 35 points
3 Exams_______________ (50 points each)______________________ 150 points

185 points

G rading Scale
Grade Points

A 165-180
B 150-164
C 130-149
D 110-129
F 0-109

Extra Credit: Psychology is a science built on meticulous research of both 
hum an and non-hum an animals. If  you want to pursue a career in psychology, 
it's a great learning experience to be involved in any aspect of research -  from 
being a participant in an experiment to a lab assistant. Therefore, I will be 
offering up to 10 (TEN!) points of extra credit for your participation in original 
research.
% Individual experiments may range from 1 to 8 credits. Typically, each credit 

takes about 30 m inutes of your time. Sign-up will occur through the new 
SONA research system. How to do so will be covered in class soon.
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Incom pletes: Consistent with university policy, if you do not resolve your Incomplete 
within one year, your grade will revert to one letter grade lower than what you would have 
received otherwise. Be aw are that if you earn an “Incomplete” in any course at UM, an “I” 
remains on your record permanently, even if you eventually complete the work.

• Pass/No Pass: For taking th is class P/NP, a P is a grade of A, B, or C. A NP 
is a grade of D or F.

• D isab ilities and Sp ecia l Needs: If  you have a DSS approved disability tha t 
requires an accommodation, please let me know at the beginning of class. 
While you are responsible for arranging any necessary accommodations, I am 
more than  happy to work collaboratively with you and DSS to provide these 
accommodations.

• Cell Phones: Please m ake sure th a t your cell phone is turned  off prior to 
coming to class. Texting in class is my PET PEEVE. I t’s rude, folks. If  I catch 
you texting during lecture, I reserve the right to read your text messages out 
loud to the rest of the class.

• A nnouncem ents: Students are responsible for any announcements made in 
class. These include changes in policy, test dates, or assignm ent 
requirem ents.

• A cadem ic M isconduct: All students m ust practice academic honesty. 
Academic misconduct is subject to an academic penalty by the course 
instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by the University of M ontana. All 
students need to be fam iliar with the Student Conduct Code. The Code is 
available for review online at
h ttp : //www. u m t. e du/S A/VPS A/ind ex. c.frn /p age/13 21.

THE FAR SIDE By GARY LAftSON

"Well, well — another b lond h a ir .... 
Conducting a  little m ore 'research ' 

wtlh that Ja n e  G oodall Iram p ? '

(re trieved  from  personalitycafe.com )
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Course Schedu le
(th is schedu le, in c lu d in g  test dates, is  ten ta tive  and subject to  change)

Section

Jan . 2 7 - 3 1 Introduction 
Chapter 1

Feb. 3 - Feb.7 Chapters 2
1 Feb. 6 - 1 0 Chapter 3

Feb. 10- 14 Chapter 4
Feb. 17-21 Feb. 20: P resid en t’s Day - No Class

Chapter 4
T est 1: Ch. 1 , 2 - 4  (Feb. 21st)

Feb. 24- Feb 28 Chapter 6
Section M arch 3 - 7 Chapter 7

2 M arch 10 -  14 Chapter 8
M arch 1 7 - 2 1 T est 2: Ch. 6 - 8  (M arch 21)
M arch 24 -  28 Chapter 9
M arch 21 -  April 4 Spring Break -  No Class

Section
3

April 7 - 1 1 Chapter 9 & 12
April 14 -  18 Chapter 12 & 13
April 2 1 - 2 5 Chapter 13 & 14
April 28 -  May 2 Chapter 14

T est 3: Ch. 9, 12-14 (May 2)

F inal Exam  (Optional): Tuesday, May 13th, 10:10 AM -12:10 PM
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