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But the dawn of 1941 revealed us still in Jeopardy. The hostile
aireraft could fly across the approaches to our Island, where forty-
six millions of people had to import half their daily bread and

all the materials they needed for peace or war, These hostile
aireraft could fly seross the approaches from Brest to Norwey and
bask again in & single flight, They eould obaserve all the wovements
of our shipping in and out of the Clyde and Herssy, and sould direct
upon our conveys the large and inereasing numbers of U-boate with
whish the eneny bespattersd the Atlantie~-the survivors or successors
of which U=~boats are now being collewted in British harbours,

The sanse of envelopment, whieh might at any moment tura to
strangulation, lay heavy upon us, We had only the Northwestern
Approach between Ulster and Seotland through vhich to bring in the
means of life and to send out the forces of war. Owing to the action
of the Dublin Covernment, #o msch at variance with the temper and
instinet of thousands of Southern Irishmen who hastened to the
battle-front to prove their ancient wvalour, the approaches which the
Southern Irish ports and airfields ¢oculd so easily have puarded
were closed by the hostile aireraft and U~boats. This was indeed &
deadly moment in our life, and if it had not been for the loyalty
and friendship of Northern Ireland we should have been forced to
come to close quarters or perish for ever from the earth., HOwever,
with a restraint and poise to vhich I say, history will find few
parallels, His Majestyts Government never laid a violent hand upon
them, though at times it would have been quilte casy and guite natural,
and we left the Dublin Goverrment to frolie with the Germans and
later with the Japanese representatives te their hearts' content,
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Lance~Corporal Kemneally, V.C., and Captain Fegen, V.C., and other
Irish herces whose names Y nocma easily recite, and then I must
confess thot bitterness by Britain against the Irish race dles in
my heart, I can only pray that in years which I shall not see, the
shame will be forgotien and the glories will endure, and that the
pecples of the British Isles as of the British Commonwealth of
Hations wiil walk together in mmtual comprehension and forgiveness,

My friends, when our minds turn to the Northwestern Approaches
we will not forgst the devotion of ocur merchent seamen, and our
nine-sweepsrs out every night, and so rarely mentioned in the
hoadlines, Nor will we forget the vast, inventive, adaptive, all-
embracing, and, in ths end, all-sontrolling powsr of the Royal
Kavy, with its ever more potent new ally, the Air., These have kept
the life-line open. Ve wers able to breathe; we were able to live;
we were able to strike. Dire deeds we had to do. We had to destroy
or sapture the French Fleet, which, had it ever passed undamaged
into German hands, would, together with the Italian Fleet, have
perhaps enabled the Cerman Navy to face us on the high seas, This
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we did. We had to make the dispatch to General Wavell all round
the Cape, at our darkest hour, of the tanks--practically all we
had in the Islande.and this enabled us as far bask as November 1940
to defend Egypt 2gainst invasion and hurl back with the loss of a
quarter of & million captives and with heavy slsughter the Italian
armies at whose tall Mussolinl had already planned to ride into
Caire or Alsxandria,

Creat anxiety was fell by President Roosevell, and indeed by
thioking men throughout the Upited States, sbout what would happen
to us in the early part of 19Ll. The President feltl to the depihs
of his being that the destruction of Britain would not only be an
avent fearful in itself, bub that it would expose to mortal danger
the vasl and as yet largely unarmed potentialities and the future
dertiny of the Uniled States, He feared greably thet we should be
invaded in that spring of 1941, and no doubt he had behind him
military advice as geood as any that is known in the world, and he
sent his recent Presidertdial opponent, the late Mr. Wendell Willkie,
to me with a lstter in which he had written in his own hand the
famous lines of Iongfellow which I quoted in the House of Commons
the other éﬁ? .

We were, however, in a falrly tough condition by the early
monthe of 1941, and felt very much better abouit curselves than in
those morths immediately after the collapse of Pramge., Our Dunkirk
arny &nd field forece treoops in Britain, alwost a millien s trong, were
nearly all equipped or re-equipped. We had ferried over the
Atlantie a milllon rifles and a thousand cannon from the United States,
with &ll their smmunition, since the previous June. In our mundtions
works, which were beeoming very powerful, men arnd women had worked
at their machines till they dropped senscless {rom fatigue, Nearly
one million of men, growing to two millions at the peak, although
working ell day, had been formed into the Home Guard. They were
armed at least with rifles, end armed also with the spirit "Conquer
or die,”

later in 1941, when we were still alone, we sacrificed unwillingly,
to some extent unwittingly, our conquests of the winter in Cyrenaica
and Libys in order to stand by Greece; and (resce will never forget
how much we gave, albeit unavailingly, of the little we had, We
did this for honour, We repressed the German~instigated rising in
Iraq. We defended Palestine, With the assistance of General de
Gaullaets indomitable Free French we ¢leared Syria and the Isbanon
of Vichyltes and of German aviators and intriguers. And then in Juns
194) another tremendous world event ocourred,

You have no doubt notieed in your reading of British historye
and I hope you will take pains to read it, for it is only from the
past that one can Judge the future, and it is only from reading the
story of the British pation, of the BEritish Zmpire, that you can feel
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than a million enemy troops to surrender. This Pifteenth frmy
Group, as we call it, British and Ameriscans joined together in
almost equal mumbers, are now deep in Austria, joining their right
hand with the Ruesians and thelr left with the United States armies
of General Eisenhower's command. It happened, as you may remember—
but memories are short-~that in thespase of three days we regeived
the news of the unleamented departures of Mussolini and Hitler, and
in three days also surrenders were made to Fleld-Marshal Alexander
and Fleld-Marshal Montgomery of over two million five hundred
thousand of this terrible warlike Jerman Army.

I shall make it clear at this moment that we never failed to
recognise the immense superiority of the power used by the United
States in the rescus of France and the defeat of Qermany. For our
part, British and Canadisns, we have had about one~third as nsny men
over there as the Americans, but we have taken our full share of
the fighting, as the scale of our losses shows. Our Havy has borne
incomparably the heaviest burden in the Atlantic Ocean, in the
narrow seas and the Arotic convoys to Russia, while the United States
Navy has had to use its immense strength mainly against Japan., Ve
made a fair division of the labour, and we can each report that owr
work is either done or goins to be done, It is right and natural
that we should extol the virtues and glorious services of our own
most famous commanders, Alexander and Montgomery, neither of whom
was ever defeated since they began together in Alamein., Both of
them have conducted in Afries, in Italy, in Normandy, and in Germany
battles of the first magnitude and of decisive consequence. At the
same time we know how great is our debt to the combining and unifying
eomzand and high strategic direction of (eneral Eisenhower,

And here is the moment when I pay my perscnal tribute to the
British Chiefs of Staff, with whom I worked in the ¢losest intimacy
throughout these heavy, stormy years. Thers have been very few
changes in this small, powerful, and capable body of men, who,
sinking all Serwvice differences and judging the problems of the war
28 a whole, have worked together in perfect harmony with each other.
In Pield-Marshal Brooke, in Admiral Pound, susceeded after his death
by Admiral Andrew Cunningham, and in Marshal of the Air Portal, a
team was formed who deserved the highest honour in the direction of
the whole British war strategy and in its relations with that of
our Allies,

It may well be said that our strategy was conducted so that the
best combinations, the closest concert, were imparted into the
operations by the sombined Staffs of Britain and the Upited States,
with whom, from Teheran onward, the war leaders of Russia were
Joined. And it may alsc be said that never have the forces of two
nations fought side by side and intermingled in the lines of battle
with so much unity, comradeship, and brotherhcod as in the great
Anglo-American Armies. Soms pecple say, “Well,whatwould you expect,
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if both nations speak the same language, have the same laws, have

& great part of thelr history in common, and have very much the same
outlook upon life, with all its hope and glory? Isntt it just the
sort of thing that would happent" And others may say, ¥Ii would

be an 111 day for all the world and for the pair of them if they
did not go on working together and marching together and salling
together and flying togeiher, whenever something has to be done

for the sake of freedom and fair play all over the world, That is
the great hope of the future.”

There was one final danger from which the collapse of Germany
has saved us, In london and the southeastern counties we have
suffered for a year from various forms of flying bombs--perhaps you
have heard about this--and rockets, and owr Alr Force and ocur ack-
ack batteries have done wonders against them. In particular the
Alr Force, turned on in good time on what then seemed very slight
and doubtlul evidence, hampered and vastly delsyed all German
preparations, But it was only when our armies cleaned up the coast
and overran all the points of dischargs, and when the Americans
captured vast stores of rockets of all kinds near lLeipzig, which
only the other day added to the information we had, and when all
the preparations being made on the coasts of France and Holland
could be examined in detail,in seientific detall, that we knew how
grave had been the peril, not only from rockets and flying bombs,
but from sultiple long-range artillery which was being prepared
against london., Omly Just in time did the Allied armies blast the
viper in his nest. Otherwise the autumn of 1944, to say nothing of
1945, mdght well have seen london as shattered as Berlin.

Por the same period the Germans had prepared a new U-boat fleet
and novel tactiecs which, though we should have eventually destroyed
them, might well have carried anti-U~-boat warfare back to the high
peak days of 1942, Therefore we must rejolce and give thanks, not
only for our preservation when we were all alone, but for our timely
deliverance from new suffering, new perils not easily to be measured,

I wish I could tell you tonight that all our toils and troubles
were over, Then indead I eould end my fiv: yosrs' service happily,
and if you thought tvhat you had had enough of me and that I ought
o be put out to grass I tell you I would take it with the best of
graee, But, on the contrary, I must warn you, as 1 did when I began
this five years' task--and no one knew then that it would last so
long=~that there is still a lot to do, and that you must be prepared
for further efforts of mind and body and further sacrifices to great
eauses if you are not to fall back into the rut of inertia, dhe
confusion of aim, and "the craven fear of being great.® You must not
weaken in any way in your alert and vigilant frame of mind, Though
holiday rejoicing 1s necessary to the human spirit, yet it must add
te the strength and resilience with which every man and womsn turns
agein to the work they have Lo do, and also to the outlook and watch
they have to keep on public affairs,
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On the continent of Europe we have yet to make sure that the
simple and honourable purposes for wiich we entered the war are
not brushed aside or overlooked in the months following our success,
and that the wrds "freedonm,” “democcracy,” and "liberation® are
not distorted from their true meaning as we have undersiood them.
There would be little uss in nunishing the Hitleriltes for their
erimes 1f law and justice did not rule, and if totalitarian or
police Governments were to take the place of the (erman invaders.
We seek nothing for ourselves, Bul we must make sure that those
causes wiich we fought for find recognition at the peage table in
facts as well as words, and above all we musi labowr that the
World Organisation which the Unlted Natlions are creating at San
Francisco does not besome an idle name, does not become a shield
for the strong and a mockery for the wsak., It is the victors who
must seareh their hearts in their glowing hours, and be worthy by
their nobility of the immense foreces that they wield.

We must never forget that beyond all lurks Japan, hsrassed and
failing bul still a people of a hundred millions, for wnose warriors
death has few terrors. I camot tell you tonight how much time or
what axertions will be required to compel ihe Japanese io make
amends for thelr odiocus treschery and crueliy. We-~like China, so
Jong undaunted--have receivsd horrible injuries from them ourselves,
and we are bound by the ties of honour and {raternal loyalty to
the United States to fight this great war at the other end of the
wrld at their side without flagging or failing. Ve must remember
that Australia and Rew Zealand and Canada were and are all directly
manaced by this evil Power. They came to our aid in our dark times,
and we must not leave unfinished any task which concerns their
safety and thelr future. I told you hard things at the begimning
of thess last five years; you did not shrink, and I should be
unwerthy of your confidenee and generosity if I did not still ory:
Forward, unflinehing, unswerving, indomitable, till the whole task
is done and the whole world is safe and c¢clean,



