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INFORMATION SERVICES

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA
MISSOULA, MONTANA 59801

Phone (406) 243-2522

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE schwanke 
6-27-68 
sp o rts  one

CALIFORNIA ALL-AMERICA PREP CAGER 
UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA ENROLLEE

MISSOULA---

W i l l ie  B ascu s, a 6 -5 , 195-pound forw ard from B raw ley, C a l i f .  High School whose a t h l e t i c  

c r e d e n t ia ls  co u ld  make a l i s t  t a l l e r  than he i s ,  has announced h is  in te n t io n  to  a tte n d  th e  

U n iv e r s ity  o f  Montana on a b a s k e tb a ll  sc h o la rs h ip  t h i s  f a l l .

Bob Cope and Lou R ocheleau, UM cage co ach es, made th e  announcement to g e th e r  Thursday 

morning a f t e r  t a lk in g  to  B ascus.

F o llo w in g  th e  1967-68 season , B ascus was s e le c te d  to  th e  n a t io n 's  h igh  sch o o l Coaches 

A ll-A m erica  B a s k e tb a ll  Team, la n d in g  in  th e  to p  10 o f  th e  100 p rep  c a g e rs  s e le c t e d .

During th re e  y e a rs  o f  v a r s i t y  c o m p e titio n , B ascus averaged  23 p o in ts  and 16 rebounds 

p er game. He was a unanimous s e le c t io n  a t  c e n te r  fo r  th e  A ll- I m p e r ia l  V a lle y  Conference

f i r s t  team as both a ju n io r  and a s e n io r . As a s e n io r , he was vo ted  to  th e  C a l i fo r n ia  

AA A l l - S t a t e  f i r s t  team.

The B raw ley team won 21 o f  2k games l a s t  season enroute t o  co n fe re n ce  and d iv is io n a l  

t i t l e s .

As a s e n io r , B ascus was named to  th e  E lk s A ll-Tournam ent f i r s t  team in  Southern C a l i ­

fo r n ia ,  and le d  th e  Im p e ria l V a lle y  leagu e in  sc o r in g  w ith  21.5 p o in ts  per game. He was 

vo ted  to  th e  C a li fo r n ia  I n t e r s c h o la s t ic  F e d e ra tio n  team as a forw ard , and was g iv en  a 

Southern C a l i fo r n ia  Helms A t h le t ic  Foundation Award as a fo rw ard .

As a ju n io r , he shot a f in e  6 2 .9  per cen t from th e  f i e l d  and p u lle d  down 326 rebounds 

in 21 games.
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PREP CAGER— 2- -

As a s p l i t  end in  f o o t b a l l ,  he va s th e  le a d in g  r e c e iv e r  fo r  B raw ley High and th e  le a d ­

in g  s c o re r  f o r  th e  Im p e ria l V a lle y  C onference w ith  52 p o in ts  on s ix  touchdowns and 16 e x tr a  

p o in t k ic k s .

He reco rd ed  a 5 5-yard  f i e l d  g o a l and a 67-yard  punt durin g h is  prep f o o t b a l l  c a r e e r , 

and was s e le c te d  as an A ll- I m p e r ia l  V a lle y  end fo r  h is  ju n io r  and se n io r  seaso n s.

In t r a c k ,  he ran th e  100-yard  dash in  9 .9  seconds, broad jumped more than 22 f e e t ,  and 

h igh  jumped 6 f e e t ,  5 in c h e s . He a ls o  competed in  th e  t r i p l e  jump.

A ccord in g to  Cope and R ocheleau, th e  person c h i e f ly  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  s ig n in g  o f  

Bascus was Mark Hammerness, a graduate  o f  UM who i s  a co u n se lo r and te a c h e r  a t  B ra v le y  High.

"We have to  g iv e  Mark most o f  th e  c r e d it  fo r  t h i s  o n e ,"  Cope s a id . "And what can you 

say when you sig n  someone l i k e  Bascus excep t th a t  y o u 'r e  r e a l  happy. He’ s ju s t  a g re a t one.
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