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mades by widel Yhey Lived snd espeelally the ouslily of mun whe nede
up the Givil Gusrd.

Gontributing to the oftect of resiity ave the omrefully deieiled
deserdiptions of the land thueush whish Pedveso, Bi3vestrs, and Garaye
travel. Solwvador is from the northern pert of Spain and onme fesls
thet ho kuows the land wery well.

A strong slexent of suspense ts provided thyough the charscter
of Goraye ss he tdnks about his escope snd watohes the Guards,

hoping to eateh thenm in e careless momente There ie the swer uresent

poesibility that sere dncident may couse Upraye to have snother atbeck

of His Wind rage and menis for kf1iing. 42 Pedrese beconws morve

hausted and B4ivestre develes more of his sttention %o his tcowpanion,

fearing %hwt the latier sight not survive the Ywip: Tareyo's chences

for esoaping, or aliscking his Guseds betome greater,



CRAPTIR FOUR: DIVISION 250

Divisidn 250 is Selvsdor'e “wmr novol.® 1% is a Pietiorslised

agceunt of the Diviadse

el which inveded Bussia during Vordd Wer IT on the side of Gernany.

Tve division was wade up of 18,000 men, part of vhon were vwelerens
of the Dietl Wer (3086-1935) and part of whom wers young pen in
thely Iste Yteans and early twenties, Tn 1947 the Mdvisier as suth
was withivawn, lesving only a £wall group of volunieurs who wars
tharn ealled the Spenish lerion. In bis prolorue Sslveder cives
Peaheionl ioform

hion congepning the status of the Divisidn Ao

Wigke sentiree eppailel en s bravurs ¥ on Iz plone-
venon, ante el proplo ¥y 8l ewltyfis, fue ls wds scusads
fooele de o Divieidn ?‘%@ de 1o Helgwecht, vwineramente
encuadrads en el TOVILI Gusrpe de Bidvelbo EVITI (Seo-
tor Howgorod-Yolohow) ¥ Bospués en ol XLIV O, de C., ded
mm Eiéroito {mm mwmﬁﬁ} dosde o) 12 de ootue
e fe EA’%E, el 8 de octubre de 3942, Deppuds go quedé
La ’Lagﬁém %mm gl din 21 de harsn da 1044, e aue gl
#itime pofiade de espaliodes ertrogd sus armas o la Flave
Hepor de Enlases slemann.™

The svente of the book take place betuesr July 1943, when the
division laft Bpaln for Certvesy, ond Yereh 1944, vwhen the Legion
retarned to Spain. Specific eanpsiene and botiles in which the
division tosk part ave ilduptrated by mzm s?mm in the sprendiv.
Thers ave four @major divigions in the novel, enm&% 1942, 1942,
1943, and *la Legién." In adiitior thers is & prolosue and o short
finyl chapter entitled "Bereto fingl, sonete de apor con ssironbote,®

which serves as an epilogue.

1os }lsmmr, Towds, Divisidn 250. (Bareslesn: Hiclenss Dumas,
a’; ¥ e ‘f'



Eoeh majer Givision s compesed of sherd seoblons er chaplars In
vhioh Zhe svonte of the war sre soen from the viewppints of different

wne mop o heoping o dlawys ond he is

heraeter Wio apoesars more than cnce in the novel.

Salvador hes triod Yo zhow ue o8 pany sevects oo nosslble of
the wopewthe Trip do boxears from Spuin threngh franee, vhere the
Boandoh soldiers veve hissed st and ineuited, inte Germpy whore
they wore welcored e concuering beroesy thelr perlod of Uraining
in Covmery mnd thedr sdodyebion Sor Carmen diseipline ond Germen
equipments the astuel wxperiovces of warfare, the refuges for the
wownded, the physdical Sistonforie, the herdehipes of the eodd during
o Russiar vinter, both Jor the soldiers and the afvilisos who po-
madned neor the betile fronby the sincere desive of neny of the
Spanish peldiers Lo free the Fussian people fvom Somrarisn and tholy
proving dleillvelonzent In the resulie they wore getiing.

Sinee esach of the chapters 1o wery short and there ere do
ey 16 would be inpessible to surerize a1l of thom here., Tue
are included, hovever, in ovder to give some ides of Salvedorts

Soke Medyddy & vournded seldler; finds hinmself in 2 rode shalioy

for cssumltless Uo bas sterped on a mine and bhis legs ave nosrly
destroyeds “he wourded lde or sieraw in an abondoned house whare
they recelve only the nost rudinerbary curv. 28 he lise there,
Gato notos the exteptiopal eptinism arnd Wweavery of the otlers, fHe
foress hinmeslf to wateh the men next %o hinm 28 e dies, belleving
thot it 48 his duty to be o falthiyl witress iv 1ife. The wounded

gxpect o be evamualed within the nesr future, tubt the srblances



3%
ave bosbed end they huve to walb sewsral Jays 4o be taker to a Hobe
pitels. Oalo becones Jelirious and finelly lapsss into unconseiouse
noge, Later the holp seriven, exd as the medlesl corp stert fo

they £ind that Oale is dead.

svomuste the roet severaly wounded,

In another ease, o seldior has yooelived n letber frem his oyl
He s reading it dn his trench vhon the wind Ylows It out of Mis
hoprd, He txdes to cabeh the lolter, b eneh Hive it is alycet withe
in his vench, the wind blows it further swoy, It is Susk. Just o
he aluest hoeg the lotber, ho ebwdles over stesthing and felle, e

legs ave entongded in whet he belisves to bo the wire emreoling o

series of winse, During the night he 1ies aluost wotlonlass on the
aground, realiging he dees net dare move his lege for Tewr of zetling
off & seriss of explosions and gonsdderinr the possibilities fov
denstivabing the nines without expleding thom. He ds unewsyre of his
location and ig therefore unsure whother the mines are of Cermn
origin or plaged thers by the Tussimns. In the nerning ho learns
that he hes not actually stumbled into & fleld of mines ol 211y it
i o loose plece of wire ontemgling his Testy ond the oblects oround
him which he hes belioved to be wines are tuo helnste, g ploce of
metel, and & box of smunition.

The cold la one of the worst enemies the Spanish hove te foge.
The winker nights are long sid the tarporcture often as lov o8
w200 G, Many mon suffer so bedly from frostbite thab they are umable
to £ight srd have fo bo sent home, Others ore fronen to dosth.
Bore watchey and poatrols have %o be reliwred every bour, since iie
men cennot stend the oeld for longer than an houvr at a tise,

Although the Divisidn Argd enlisted en the side of Sernany teo
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1kt commundon, there eve yefepences to the eruelty of the Gormans,

egpecially with regard Yo the Polos and the Jews.

TEL que wds y ol que zenos sentin um profunde vespels
nor Folonia ls Mdrtir, lo insensats, 1o foserodlndsy 1o
&53.&%. Heeordaban pn fuimdnente derrots nesos antes,
@ &%ﬁ «am rdy la agw, sin enbarge, no hebis sanchado su
noaire , B

"log pocos Juddes ove Rlcardo hebia viste on Suwelld

n los puebles de los sirededores so podfan sor nds insige
nii’mm‘&:@s»- pebres, suclogs, nisurebles, caminaban AP OGUD L
dunente, mﬁmﬁ‘ do aledo, domg ai Mmm gm?nm an tuacs de
e agujero. Se huoda evidente cus Jos slovanes Mlewshan su
antdserttione nde 8114 do ln verded,®d

S 260 wep written as a ftrilute Yo those wen whe fousht

and died dn Bussfs. In hds prolosue Seivader Iikens the glory of a
goldier to & seavecrov.

"o glords de) seldede, . . vs wn sspantale, radic
loco, Con wna You mmﬁam 1lene d¢ inocherencies ¥ tyoe
mendns ploparies, harapess aote ol padtige eternc del
viento, Cerrel los ﬁjw, imwgined un sspsntele cusl-
adere en wn seobrade. Haced oue cue W}?ﬁ glre verti-
ginosamente, snire toloe Joz ruides v luces da 1o gusrrs
baje Yodas Jaw Intesperies.  » El esporpents cutard
slempre s11d, enire los surcos comverbiidos en hubes,
poesands como ws ohiflade, rezande conme el henbwre nue
deswutre o Dlgs en cada instante texblards de frdo.

“Los camaradas gue en Possad, y en Ssiusk, y eh
loa mechos cemwmbterios espeficlss 1lorsban ol toner nue
abandonar & sus mijores, fusvon tepblén durante covie
tiowpos lpsales 81 sepastalo. Pere sren %wm‘&swm ¥
dobdon parcharse, ¥l esperpento os también humaney
PETD DO Be nErchard PImEs. .« o

"Rato es lo gue me oblips a osceriblyry prinsipal-
menbe, Torgue pese g todow-y esboy heblendo on noumbre
do nl generesidn frustrado~-me he bastado abrir un
resyuicio al recusrdo pora enconirarme en s@miﬁa con
12 carn de lon mertos .

Rsamam 22 m e G708




Porther on in the book, ono of the seldiers, ofbur fighting
for seversl doye, and wetching hig friends die, thinks he soos 2
searecvoy vhieh enlls on the desd, ssying thet 3% w310 be with then,
w11l aing of tholr deeds, will rever leave them, OCbhore will fore

pet the dead, altor civize s sedal to thelr metherss bub 1%, the

tivowy ie anchored Yo the prouwnd and wlll sccompeny then aluays.

"Dienisie corprendid, Comprendid snberess gue los
mar%ﬁ ne guedan mnee solow, Y ol ssverpento ers in
gloria de) soldedo, la suldntics gleris del soldade,
trevends, desharrapads, insensible, son lo dnica nisidy
de gooupeiisy siempre & lop osides, de griter jonts a
sue hubas la trevends mmwm de su seorilicie,
Premenda inportavein, si, vorouo on sontra de lo mene
tide por slpmos labdeiles los scldndos nusren sivwre
sor e causs neraviilosa, El espentajo eonaserveriz
pars allos o) &%m gento, la meler empuidn, ls bals
‘"Réﬁ @%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ@a

The epilomie of the novel, "Semete Tingl, toncte de amoy con
entranbote, ¥ is written in 1994, Balwador has st covmloted the
novel and meels one of his friends, also o veleren of the Divisid
dpude Hie fydand tells him o shory of love. He hud fullen in love

with an eightosp-yesr-old Bussien girl, Hoxmw, aod hed nobed hew

to return b Spaln with him. He dressed her o8 # Spanish soldier

and put ber on the treop traln with hime At ench stop ether girls
who ’éiam aloe trying to enter Spedn with thelr seldiamrs weve digw
covered ad reburned. Just befors they srvived st the 3ponish border,
Hopra was found out end the Cermans fook her mumy. Solvador's Sriend
asye that be brought beck from Russis grief for s desd brother, three
wonrds, end Lis nemordes, tut he wasr net allowsd to bring back his

lovs, Thils is fop those vho win the ware, net for theso whe lose.

Sspivedor, gps Sibes P 169



ppurentiy, Salvaler felt that the vomspess of the soldiers

with the oiwiliens Aid net belonmm properly %o i body of the novel,
b also that this sepech of war 438 nob deserve te bo omivied
entirely. T think this lopt sootioy is fociuded porily Jov this

reason. Alsoe 1t seens likely

- that the meebing with his frlend
getarlly ccomrred ond the ebory wns Indiuded to Lullil2 Salvador's
ppondge to his friend Thad he wonld use 1% in his boolk. Tanne wmay
be coneddered Yo be s syubel of Duvepe, whose spoils go to the

vickor viile the lomy gote nothing, and who horeelf ds the worse

a8 A resuil of the wary

Riivane Hoves e iferent & los wlllores de
mileores que her side vicladas ¥ ssesinadas? Howa
e Duropay “ﬁmagm mm& Yoreps indefensn, Burops
violeds v éntregedn, “5*

s

For thoge vhe kvow poiling of the terninology of wsrfare and
the prectices of Fighting, Dlvieids 230 is difTieult to follows
On the obhor hend, Selvaderts descriptions of the sconditiens on

e baktlefront, the venobions of the seldiers to thelir situntion,
the hardships end distomferts sulfered, the porsemnl battles with

fear, sre il exteronsly enlighlening.

*Tonds Selvedor wos buses :m alta tersidn con
viziunes apocadipbicee de swartos y herildes, de con-
bates on oue la weodnieca Mmm Jeg corestnes v lse
inteligenoiag, de frims pengoladores do mischron ¥ de
rnevories, 4de ;xmms%ﬁ grawilodos v desepercibides por
la gran oréni

In wddditdon, Divisidn 250 could well heve besn eut dowm withoad

Iosdng any of tho essential ssterini. She dapresslon given of the

Ssatvador, oy giles e 407

~ 78ding de Robles, Vederice Corlos,
(adrids L1 Geifdn, 1955), p. 2L

rio, Veluwwen II.




tony of warfere, the sone dally patvels, the comstont Iiving

n tronches, soconpanied by the seme hurdehipee-nold dn the winber
mid in the spring mosoulives in the semer, lack of food and
gleospe~could porhaps hove boen conveyed in 250 or 500 pages, ine
stosdl of the 407 mageg uwhich the book contalng.

here are s mititude of choracters ond as soon a8 one reolly
Ppols Fe is bopimming to kEmow one of fhem, this perionase wag
dropped and does wob reappesr. In vegard Yo the mmpy sharsctors
S&iny do Tobles sayst

T | n 290 no existen vordederss protagoe
pistong aa&a divisionaric Liene ocesidn de dar uwn pese
&1 frente papa rocilay sy corio pﬁ@@iu Poro w80 Pate
wite & ningunc supar sa gloxia sobre lo de los %ﬂ@%wn%as*
Ba Dizipidn 250 o werdadere protegenisie es ol teome,S

Wity o mednteired Shrourh the body of pen a1} fighting towerd
& oonmon Aoely by the ehranclegiesl order of evanbs, and Yy the disry
seleetions vhich sppese in Pive different plsces, Thess are sensi-
Sively witbon md noy povheps bave Beon daken Dron o diowy Solvedor
hingoll heph,

%56ina de Bobles, oD, Sltes PDs 144145
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