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The Kaimin is the daily student newspaper at the University of Montana

Tipoff 7:35 PM

GameDay

K A IM I N
The original, complete guide to Grizzly athletics

Montana’s
Modest Man
With the maturity of a senior
and the moxie of an all-star,
freshman shooting guard
Kevin Criswell leads by
example and not
his age.
Story by Brittany Hageman

Lisa Hornstein/GDK
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Montana’s Modest Man
“I don’t like it when I’m out in public and people refer to me as ‘that player.’ I‘m a regular kid before I‘m a basketball
player, and it’s weird that some people feel the need to treat me differently.” —Kevin Criswell
Brittany Hageman
GameDay Kaimin

Humble confidence.
These two words can
rarely be found in the same
sentence, let alone juxtaposed, bumping into one
another.
In fact, if the two had a
battle, it’s almost certain
“confidence” would win,
knowing “humble” would
graciously bow out of the
contest.
Everyone knows confidence is gained through
hard work, blood, sweat,
time and eventually success
— which, in sports, often
translates into hardware of
some kind like a trophy or a
plaque.
Humbleness is gained
through hard work, blood,
sweat, time and often defeat
— only refined through coming in second, clapping for
the winning team instead of
wanting to snatch the trophies from their hands.
Ask freshman Griz standout Kevin Criswell if he
thinks he’s confident and he
will answer with an
unequivocal “definitely.”
But ask him how good he
thinks he really is, and he
will shrug and say “I’m no
superstar. I’m just an average, normal kid who grew up
playing basketball.”
That’s humble confidence.
Considering that Criswell,
a red-shirt freshman from
Colstrip, Mont., averaged
33.5 points per game his
senior year of high school,
led his team to a state championship his junior year and
was voted “Mr. Montana
Basketball,” it would be
understandable if the guy
had to buy extra-large hats
to fit his huge head.
But Criswell has his ego
in check.
“I don’t like it when I’m
out in public and people
refer to me as ‘that player,’”
Criswell said. “I‘m a regular
kid before I‘m a basketball
player and it’s weird that
some people feel the need to
treat me differently.”
Perhaps Criswell’s modest
attitude sprouted from the
seeds of growing up a smalltown boy where people
respect hard work, not blowhards.
Criswell’s father, Gordon,
has worked 10-hour days at
the refinery in Colstrip for
20-some years but found the
time to teach his son the
fundamentals of the game.
“I give a lot of credit to
my dad because he worked
so hard, then would come
home and take care of my
sister,” Criswell said. “My
dad has kind of been the
mother at home”
Criswell’s mother, Lisa,
also shared in the responsibility of raising Criswell and
his brothers Tony and

Matt Hayes/GDK

Kevin Criswell elevates for a shot during a game against Northern Arizona on January 30th in the Dahlberg Arena.

Darren and his sister Renae.
However, because Lisa took
classes in Billings and
Bozeman to finish her teaching degree, Criswell and his
siblings mostly saw their
mom on the weekends.
In the meantime, Criswell
took solace in shooting hoops
in the driveway, often by
lamplight.
Maybe that explains why
the second leading scorer for
the Griz can shoot the lights
out, because he shot with
the lights out.
Despite the fact that
Criswell possesses the template, effortless-looking
jumpshot, basketball wasn’t
his first game. Until he was
a fifth grader, Criswell hadn’t really picked up a basketball because he was busy
kicking around a soccer ball.

Criswell enjoyed playing
soccer but said it didn’t compare to the exhilaration of
playing in his first real basketball game.
Criswell’s father put to
together a team of 9- and 10year-old boys and girls for a
basketball tournament
called the Cowtown Classic,
which is held annually in
Miles City. Among the group,
Criswell automatically stood
out — but not how we’d
think.
Criswell stood five inches
above the rest and was mostly all arms and legs; awkwardness on the court first
plagued the one-day wonder.
“I remember the first time
I got in, I took two dribbles,
fell down, then the ball
rolled out of bounds,”
Criswell said.

Humble.
But Criswell’s once-stumbling feet eventually began
to march in perfect rhythm,
right up to the Colstrip gym
for basketball camp after
basketball camp. He couldn’t
get enough of the game.
“I’ve never seen someone
so young with such a love for
the game,” said Joe Sukut,
one of Criswell’s high school
basketball coaches who also
put on basketball camps
when Criswell was a youngster. “I can still remember
him at basketball camp, red
hair, skinny, but always
wearing a big smile.”
Sukut saw a special player in Criswell, an athlete
who honed his skills through
hard work and guts.
“He was so easy to coach
because you could push him

to the brink and he’d go farther,” Sukut said. “For
Kevin, the hard work didn’t
matter because the fun came
when he could make an
opponent look bad.”
While Criswell’s offensive
prowess would have been
enough to standout in the
local newspapers and get
him selected to all-conference teams, Criswell
stressed defense just as
much as offense, Sukut said.
The same lanky physique
that moved with such grace
and ease on offense transformed into spit-fire ball
deflector on defense.
With Criswell’s foot speed,
he could defend tightly,
aggressively; the guy doesn’t
have red hair for nothin’.
“He flat-out gets after it,”
Sukut said. “With his hands
out, butt down, he soon
became the model defensive
player, too.”
In addition to averaging
30-plus points a game his
senior year, Criswell also
averaged four steals and 12
rebounds per game.
Jim Wilsey, another high
school coach, called Criswell
a shooting machine.
“He shot better off the
dribble than any kid I’d
seen,” Wilsey said. “And the
great thing about Kevin was
that he was dangerous
around the perimeter, but
also wasn’t afraid to plow
through the key against
guys twice his size.”
Confidence.
If life imitated basketball,
Criswell would play the part
of Jimmy Chipwood from the
movie Hoosiers. Like
Chipwood, Criswell’s “I’ll
make it” attitude and wanting the ball in clutch situations usually made him
Colstrip’s go-to-guy, often
from three.
But Criswell’s offensive
prowess didn’t develop
overnight.
“He spent more time in
the gym than anyone,
always willing to put in
extra time,” Wilsey said.
Criswell was so dedicated,
in fact, that one afternoon
(while he had a sprained
ankle) he went to Wilsey’s
house to ask for the keys to
the gym.
“I had to turn him down
and told him to go home,”
Wilsey said, “but that just
goes to show you where his
heart was.”
Criswell was so big-hearted, in fact, that he had room
for both basketball and philanthropy. (Not that he’d
want you to know)
Humble.
Criswell was a volunteer
student aide for the special
education class that Wilsey
taught.
“He was so great with
those kids,” Wilsey said.

Continued on Page 3
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Modesty in Motion
“I’ve never seen someone so young with such a love for the game. I can still
remember him at basketball camp, red hair, skinny, but always wearing a big smile.”
— Joe Sukut, Criswell’s high school basketball coach
Continued from Page 2
“But not just those kids, Kevin
loved all little kids and made time
for them all.”
Before games, Criswell scooted
away from the pre-game warm-up to
sign autographs to his biggest little
fans, Wilsey said.
And it was difficult for Criswell to
get out of the limelight, especially
considering he was not only a star in
basketball, but a multi-sport talent
as well.
He was an all-state selection in
football as a wide-receiver as a junior and was voted all-conference
twice.
As a senior, he won state track
titles in the 110 hurdles, 300 hurdles and short relay. Criswell also
did well in the long jump, able to
leap more than 21 feet before he
sprained his ankle.
Excelling in every sport, he had a
difficult time deciding what he wanted to do after high school.
Criswell was unsure where he
wanted to go to school and didn’t
know whether he’d pursue a collegiate career in football or basketball.
Until ...
Ex-UM football coach Joe Glenn
began sniffing him out as a recruit
and sent Criswell and his dad free
tickets to a Griz game.
“At the game, the atmosphere in
the football stadium was awesome,”
Criswell said. “But then I saw the
basketball courts and knew I’d have
to play basketball.”
The decision to play basketball
over football was easy, Criswell said.
“I didn’t have the same love for
football that I did for basketball.”
However, Don Holst, the men’s
basketball coach at the time, couldn’t offer Criswell a scholarship until
the following year. So Criswell had
to walk-on without knowing when or
if he’d get playing time.
Confidence.
So there he was, a little fish in
the big pond having to play among a
team of equals. He was no longer the
only super-star on the team, and for
the first time in years, Criswell was
on the bench.
“It was hard sitting out, then on
top of that, I was out for a few
months after having surgery on my
ankle,” Criswell said.
But Criswell recuperated well,
and rightly so, because he’s going to
school to become a physical therapist.
Then after his season of surgery
and red-shirting, Criswell finally got
the chance to prove himself, but it
was for a new coach.
Holst was gone and Ex-DePaul
mentor Pat Kennedy was filling his
shoes.
Advantage: Criswell.
He had the opportunity to level
the playing field and influence
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Freshman Kevin Criswell dribbles around Wildcat Stepha Bachmann during a game in February
in the Dahlberg Arena. Weber State narrowly defeated the Griz 75-72.

Kennedy’s mind by his play, not by
his past.
And the new coach was taking
notice.
“Coach Kennedy kept elbowing me
in practice, telling me Kevin was the
hardest working guy out there,” said
Griz assistant coach Wayne Tinkle.
“You could just depend on Kevin to
practice as hard as he plays.”
Criswell began the season coming
off the bench to provide some offensive push for the Griz, but something happened when the Griz took
on Gonzaga.
Criswell came off the bench to
score 21 first-half points, then finished with 29 in the close 75-67 loss
to the Bulldogs.
It seemed Criswell had proven
himself and earned a spot in the
starting line-up.
“That’s when it started,” Criswell
said. “After the Gonzaga game people started coming up to me asking

me if I was “that” basketball player.
It’s fine being recognized, but I don’t
need to be treated differently.”
Humble.
Now Criswell is a staple part of
the Grizzly line-up, averaging 14.7
points and 4.2 rebounds per game.
“I admire his determination and
work ethic so much,” said teammate Ryan Pederson. “He’s not
scared of anyone. He’ll come flying
in the key right at posts and not
flinch.”
But ask Criswell if he ever
expected to be one of the main ingredients to the Griz squad and he’ll
tell you he only expected to get 10 or
maybe 15 minutes of playing time.
“It’s something I never even
expected,” Criswell said. “I had confidence and the first few games were
tough on me, but with my confidence, I think I can play against
anyone.”
Humble confidence.

Like GameDay Kaimin?
Then you’ll love the Kaimin!
Check it out on
www.kaimin.org
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Give it up

Top 5 things not to do
at a Grizzly
home basketball game:
5. Steal Monte’s motorcycle and take it
for a spin — see if he’s really as quick as
he looks.
4. Throw popcorn at the Sugar Bears and
time how long it takes for them to lose
their permagrins. (We give them 4.07867
seconds.)
3. Call your mom on your cell phone.
Wave at the camera. Ask if she sees you
now. Good.
2. Play “Where’s Waldo” with Sam
Riddle. Oh wait. There he is.
1. Nudge your roommate sitting next you
(who happens to be pre-med) and ask
him how many shades of red coach Pat
Kennedy’s face can turn before he will
inevitably pass out.

We Deliver
Hours:
11am-3am 7 days a week
Location: 130 N. Higgins
For Delivery Call:
541-PITA (7482)

FREE
soda & bag of chips
with purchase of a Pita

GameDay gives a
shout out to all
our loyal
supporters, readers
and fans.
Thanks for
everything!

Must have coupon when ordering. Not Good with
any other offers. Limit one coupon per order.
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Guard Derrick Mansell attempts to steal the ball from a Weber State player during a game in February. Mansell
missed a handful of games early in the season due to poor grades but is now back in the action.

BOWLING SPECIALS
Sun. - Wed.
9p.m. - 2a.m.

ALL YOU CAN BOWL
$10.00 per person

Karaoke by
SOLID SOUND
Thursdays & Saturdays
Call Westside Lanes for more information
721-5263 • 1615 Wyoming, Missoula

If you like GameDay Kaimin, clap your hands.
Clap ... Clap ... Clap

$1.00 OFF
with min. purchase of $5
(coupon required)

531 S. Higgins - 541- 4622
Breakfast • Lunch • Take-out

M-F 7am to 5pm • Sat/Sun 8am to 4pm
(breakfast served all day Sat & Sun)
208 E. Main - 542-3188
Lunch M-F 11 to 3 •Dinner M-S 5 to 9
www.justinshobnobcafe.com

C OME IN ON
S ATURDAY AND
GET YOUR FIRST
PINT FOR

$1.50
We sell Party Pigs.
Personal, portable kegs.
Great for tailgate parties.

Mon.-Thurs 3-9 • Fri-Sat 12-9
602 Myrtle • 728-1660
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Scouting Report

Just elevate and decide in the air

Bobcats will need all nine
lives to beat the Grizzlies
Myers Reece
GameDay Kaimin
After finishing each of the
last four seasons better than
.500 in conference play, a
school record, the Montana
State Bobcats are in danger of
having that streak come to an
end.
Montana State is 5-6 in Big
Sky action this season, and 1113 overall going into Saturday’s
game against Montana. Much
like Montana with David Bell
and Kevin Criswell, the
Bobcats are led by a combination of solid scoring guards in
Pete Conway and Jason
Erickson.
Conway, a senior guard,
leads the team in scoring at
14.2 points per game, as well
as free-throw percentage and
three-point percentage. His
shooting percentages both rank
in Big Sky’s top five, while his
scoring average is good enough
for seventh.
“Pete’s one of the best threepoint shooters that the school
has had,” said head coach Mick
Durham. “He’s one of two seniors on the team and has gone

over 1,000 points for his
career.”
Erickson, a junior guard,
has been slowed by an injured
hand that he broke near the
beginning of the season but is
still averaging 11.4 points per
game and leading the team in
assists at 3.3 per game. He also
ranks fifth in the conference in
three-point percentage at 41.3
percent, right behind Conway.
“He’s our leader,” Durham
said of Erickson. “He’s tough
and he’s smart.”
However, Erickson’s hand
still remains an issue for the
Bobcats.
“It’s healed, but I don’t think
it’s 100 percent,” Durham said.
Junior center Bo Segeberg
anchors MSU’s inside game
with his 6-foot-10-inch, 250pound body, along with senior
forward Casey Reynolds.
Segeberg averages 8.7 points
per game and 4.5 rebounds per
game. Reynolds leads the team
with 6.0 rebounds per game.
Montana State leads the Big
Sky in scoring defense, giving
up only 64.5 points per game.
The stingy defense, characteristic of Durham’s teams, is similar to Montana’s in its adapt-

ability and ability to change
from man to zone.
“We like to change it up a
little,” Durham said. “Kind of
like what Montana has been
doing.”
The Bobcats have had to
rely on their defense at times
this season when their offense
has not been able to put many
points on the board. Montana
State ranks sixth in the conference in scoring offense at 65.3
points per game.
Montana State is a strong
three-point shooting team, with
a second-ranked percentage of
35.3 percent. Defensively, the
Bobcats are ranked last in
three-point field goal percentage defense, allowing opponents to shoot 35.7 percent
from three-point range.
The Bobcats are also ranked
last in the Big Sky in rebounding, averaging 29.8 rebounds
per game.
MSU comes into Saturday’s
game at Dahlberg Arena just
having lost to top-ranked
Weber State at home. The
Bobcats, who won the first
meeting with the Griz in
January, 62-58, are 3-6 on the
road this season.

Lisa Hornstein/GDK

Marcus Rosser is partially blocked by a Northern Arizona defender during
conference play in January. The Lumberjacks defeated the Griz 97-93.

Become a

Club Card Member

NOW!!!

Buy 11 Clubfoot Sandwiches
and get the 12th one FREE
PLUS You will automatically be
registered for Our Free Party
for 20 that will be given away
May 10th. Now Accepted
123 E. Main
Downtown
327-9400

During a game
against Northern
Arizona, Steve
Horne goes up for a
shot against
Lumberjack Stephen
Garnett. Horne contributed 14 points in
a loosing effort with
a final score of
97-93.
Lisa Hornstein/
GDK

1204 W. Kent
542-2206
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12 Kevin Criswell
Guard
Mr. Criswell, a Colstrip
native, has already set
the UM record for the
most points as a freshman, and now he has his
sights set on the Big Sky
Conference record. We
bet he breaks it.

Montana Grizzlies
vs.
MSU Bobcats

20 David Bell
Guard
Mr. Bell, known for ringing-in from downtown,
leads the Griz in scoring
this year. Bell’s quick
release make his shots
difficult to defend and
GDK knows Bell will
have a few daggers up
his sleeve this weekend.

C
33
Marcus
Rosser

33 Marcus Rosser
Center
Mr. Rosser is Montana’s
meat in the middle of the
key. Rosser is tough off
the boards and look for
him to put a hurting on
MSU center Bo
Segeberg.

55 Victor Venters
Forward
This California native has
some sweet post moves
and a mean fade-away
jump-shot. He will most
likely juke and jive the
MSU forwards right out
of their Nikes.

F

F

55
Victor
Venters

34
Steve
Horne

G

G

20
David
Bell

34 Steve Horne
Forward
Mr. Horne, a Florida
native, is only a junior
and his athletic ability
has created match-up
problems for teams with
smaller guards and bigger forwards.

12
Kevin
Criswell

Montana Grizzlies
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34
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54
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00
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David Bell
Kevin Criswell
Brent Cummings
Matt Dlouhy
Corey Easley
Jeff Hays
Steve Horne
Derrick Mansell
Chris McKay
Ryan Pederson
Sam Riddle
Marcus Rosser
John Seyfert
Victor Venters
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F
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6’7”
6’6”
6’8”
6’5”
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6’11”
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6’0”
6’7”
6’9”
6’8”

Montana State Bobcats

Head Coach Pat Kennedy
In his first season coaching
at the University of
Montana, coach Kennedy
has brought in a new philosophy, outlook and zest to
the Grizzly men’s basketball
team. His up tempo style
keeps the Griz on the go.
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Calvin Ento
Shea Washington
Jason Erickson
Frank Brown
Boyd Goff
Wes Morales
Marcus Clift
Josh Barsh
Pete Conway
Zach Devine
Danny Faaborg
Casey Reynolds
J.D. Arnot
Bo Segeberg
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