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September 6, 2003

There must be a mistake on the
Montana Grizzlies football roster. 

Nine out of this year’s 14 new
recruits are from the state of
Montana. Trouble recruiting out-of-
state prospects? Is Montana losing
appeal to distant high school stars?

Actually, not at all, says head
coach Bobby Hauck. 

This is exactly the way he wants
it.

“We are the University of
Montana,” Hauck said. “Our phi-
losophy is to
recruit Montana
kids first. We
evaluate them and
then decide if
they’re right for
our team and if
they can help us
win the national
championship. If
not, then we look
elsewhere.”

Hauck said his
plan coming to
Montana was to
recruit in-state.
Hauck, a Big
Timber native,
said he has always
been a Grizzly fan
as well as enjoy-
ing Montana high school football.

“I’ve always loved the Grizzlies
and Montana football has always
been important to me,” Hauck said.
“I think it’s important to keep
Montana players close to home
whenever possible.”

Six of the new recruits are red-
shirting this season, but three are
expected to make contributions this
season. Stevensville native Tyson
Johnson is the first-string punter,
while Kalispell standout Lex
Hilliard is a backup running back
and Billings Skyview star Matt
Lebsock is a backup safety.
Lebsock saw playing time in the
season’s opener against Maine.

Lebsock shared the Class AA
Defensive Player of the Year award
his senior year in high school with
Billings West’s Kyle Ryan, who is
also a Grizzly this season.

Lebsock said he’s always been a
Grizzly fan, which isn’t surprising
considering his roots. His dad, Ron,
was an offensive lineman for the
Grizzlies from 1974-1977, winning
the team’s MVP award his final
season. Ron also coached his son at
Skyview.

“I’ve always wanted to play here
because I grew up loving the

Grizzlies,”
Lebsock said.
“And now it
feels like such
an honor just to
be able to be
part of this great
tradition. It’s
really nice to
see that coach
Hauck gives
Montana kids
such good
opportunities to
play here.”

Only one
game into his
freshman sea-
son, it looks like
Lebsock is
going to be a

big part of Grizzly football.
Lebsock’s high school teammate,

redshirt offensive tackle Ryan
Gustafson, said he feels a special
bond with some of the Montana
players, in particular his teammate
and the two Billings West recruits,
Kyle Ryan and Eric Michel.

“We were such fierce rivals for
so long that now we have earned a
lot of respect for each other,”
Gustafson said. “There definitely is
a different bond between some of
us because of that respect and
because we know each other.”

Gustafson, a second team all-
state selection his senior year, said
he was recruited by other schools

including Montana State University
and the University of Wyoming,
but he chose Montana because of
the way Bobby Hauck and his staff
treated him during the recruiting
process.

“I grew up in Minnesota so I
wasn’t necessarily a Grizzly fan
before I came here,” Gustafson.
“Mostly what got me here is that I
was impressed with how coach
Hauck and the other (Montana)
coaches came directly to me and
made me feel welcome and like I
had a home here. Some coaches
from other schools just acted indif-
ferent.”

Hilliard didn’t grow up a
Montana fan either, but he still
feels being a Grizzly is definitely
what’s right for him.

“It’s great to be a Grizzly,”
Hilliard said. “I’m just excited to

be in the stadium and step out on
that field. It already feels great.”

Hilliard was one of the most
dominating running backs at any
level during his stay at Kalispell.
As a senior he rushed for 1,139
yards and 18 touchdowns, finishing
his career with 4,410 all-purpose
yards and 46 touchdowns. He was
named all-state three years in a
row.

Hilliard said that although there
is a common ground between
Montana players, he is quick to
point out that it doesn’t matter once
everybody’s on the field.

“It’s definitely nice to have
Montana kids and I’m glad Hauck
recruits here first,” Hilliard said.
“But now we’re all the same. We’re
all on the same team for the same
reasons. We all have the same
goals.”

Lebsock agreed, “When we’re on
the field we’re all just teammates
and football players then.”

All nine of the new recruits bring
with them impressive high school
resumes.

Billings West’s Ryan, a line-
backer, was selected to two all-state
teams to complement his Class AA
Co-Defensive Player of the Year
award. West’s other recruit, 6-foot-
six offensive linemen Michel, was
a two-year starter for the Bears. 

Johnson, the starting punter, was
an all-state selection at Stevensville
at free safety, kicker and punter.
Kelly Kain, CMR’s standout from
Great Falls, was a first team all-
state selection as well as being a
two-time Academic All State hon-
oree. Loren Utterback, from Fort
Benton, was two-time all-state
selection and four-time all-confer-

Myers Reece
Game Day Kaimin

Mike Cohea/GDK

Head coach Bobby Hauck encourages linemen during blocking drills in preparation for Saturday's game. This will be Hauck’s first home game since tak-
ing over the Griz from Joe Glenn last year.

Mike Cohea/GDK

Tyson Johnson mimes a punting motion as the return team practices its blocking during Griz practice. Johnson, a
Stevensville native, had seven punts for an average of 37.6 yards during the game against Maine last Saturday.

“

”

We are the
University of
Montana. Our 
philosophy is to

recruit Montana kids
first.

Bobby Hauck
Head Coach

Staying close to home: Hauck sticks to Montana
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ence selection running back who
ran for 4,032 yards and 55 touch-
downs in his illustrious high school
career. 

Let’s not forget about little Kyle
Sampson, only 5-foot-8 and 165
pounds. All he did was win
“Montana’s Gatorade Player of the
Year” his senior year as Helena
Capital’s quarterback, throwing for
over 2,000 yards and rushing for
over 1,200 yards to lead his team to
an unblemished 12-0 Class AA
championship season. Oh yeah,

he’s pretty versatile too; he’s play-
ing wide receiver for the Griz.

With credentials like those, it’s
not hard to see why Hauck is so
excited about them.

“I’m very happy with these
guys,” Hauck said. “They’re all
great kids and even though not all
of them are going to play right
away, I expect them all to con-
tribute in the future. They’re real
well-disciplined, well-coached and
hard workers.”

Call 728-4200 or
1-800-797-7008 today!

Offer expires September 15, 2003.

Hey Griz Fans & UM Students
Team up with Bresnan Communications and help build 

The Ronald McDonald House of Western Montana.

The Ronald McDonald House - Building Hope Away from Home
The Ronald McDonald House of Western Montana will provide a caring retreat for families of seriously ill children, families of
children undergoing in- or out-patient treatment, and women with high risk pregnancies who need close medical supervision.

There is an overwhelming need for a Ronald McDonald House in Western Montana. In 2001, 1,619 children were admitted to
Missoula’s medical facilities for a total of 8,552 days of treatment. Of these children, 48% traveled from outside Missoula County. 

Designed by OZ Architects of Missoula, our local Ronald McDonald House will be built on land donated by Community Medical
Center on the north side of Fort Missoula Road south of the hospital. The 15,000 square foot facility will offer private family
bedrooms for up to seven families at a time, 365 days a year. In addition, the House provides kitchen and laundry facilities, a
recreation room, common areas, computer library, playground and lots of love.

We have raised over $850,000 toward our goal of 2.5 million needed build the House - with your help we can build it.

For more information on the Ronald McDonald House call 406-541-7646.

*Installation to other cable services may be more. Call Bresnan Communications for complete details about services and prices.
Free installation to Digital Cable offer limited to standard installation of one existing cable outlet. After 2 months of receiving 25%
discount, regular price will apply. This promotional offer may not be combined with any other discount or promotion. Offer avail-
able only to new subscribers who have not been Bresnan Communications customers for at least the prior 30 days and whose
Bresnan Communications accounts are in good standing. Pricing, programming and packaging may change. Certain services are
available separately or as part of other levels of service, and not all services are available in all areas. You must subscribe to Basic
Service to receive other services or levels of service. You must rent a converter and remote control for a separate charge to receive
certain services. Installation, equipment, additional outlet, change of service, programming access and other charges may apply.
Franchise fees, taxes and other fees may apply, with the actual amount depending on location and service ordered. You must sub-
scribe to a premium channel to receive the multiplexed version of the same channel. Limited time offer.
** Offer good at McDonalds in Missoula, Hamilton, Ronan, Polson, Kalispell, and Whitefish.

Order Bresnan Cable Service and get

FREE INSTALLATION
and 25% off your first 2 months of service.*

Plus, Bresnan Communications will donate $5
per new cable subscriber to the

Ronald McDonald House project.Receive

1 FREE
McDonald’s 

Extra Value Meal 
when you order Bresnan Cable Service

good at participating

McDonald’s**

Cable is
in a class

all by itself!

What’s on the Menu?

“We’ve Got the Recipe”
1200 W Kent Ave

(Next to the Kent St. U.S. Post Office)
Mon - Sat 9am - 8pm • 549-7242

Wholesale/Retail Distributor

&
Bison Stew

&
Bison Stew

Mike Cohea/GDK

Safety Matt Lebsock reads the offense during practice for Saturday’s game against North Dakota State University.
Lebsock, son of former Grizzly Ron Lebsock, shared the Class AA Defensive Player of the Year award during his
senior season at Billings Skyview.

LIBERTY LANES
601 Russell • Corner of Broadway & Russell

Collegiate
Bowling League

1st Place $400
Tuesdays 9pm

Based on 10 Teams

12 weeks  
Starting Sept. 9

Any Combination
of 3 People
Per Team

Handicapped

Cost: $9
per person
per week

Mike Cohea/GDK

Kalispell native Lex Hilliard tucks the ball away as he finishes up
a run after an offensive play.  Hilliard, a Kalispell standout,
rushed for 1,139 yards and 18 touchdowns, finishing his career at
Kalispell with 4,410 all-purpose yards and 46 touchdowns.

Game Day Kaimin
EDITOR

Chris Rodkey

DESIGNERS

Jared Ritz
Katie Aschim

COPY EDITORS

Lucas Tanglen
Cory Walsh

REPORTERS

Myers Reece
Will Cleveland

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Mike Cohea
Matt Hayes

The Kaimin, in its 106th year, is published 
four days a week by the students at 

the University of Montana. 

http://www.kaimin.org



This week, it was announced
that I-AA football will hold an
All-Star Classic for departing sen-
iors in Florida at the end of
December. 

Among the 50 players initially
selected to compete are four mem-
bers of the University of Montana
Grizzly football team: defensive
end Tim Bush, kicker Chris
Snyder, offensive tackle Dylan

McFarland, and
cornerback
Vernon Smith. 

Fifty more play-
ers will be selected by a commit-
tee of media members, coaches,
and administrators at the end of
October.

Once all 100 players are picked,
the pool will be split into two
teams, one named after former
Grambling State coach Eddie
Robinson and the other named for
the late Walter Payton, a product
of Jackson State. 

The Big Sky Conference led all
leagues with 11 selections, includ-
ing four players from Montana
State. Leagues with seven selec-
tions include the Southland,

Gateway, and Atlanti 10 confer-
ences.  

Rounding out the selections
from the Big Sky were Idaho
State’s senior defensive end Jared
Allen, Montana State’s safety
Kane Ioane, offensive guard
Mataio Toilolo, offensive tackle
Brent Swaggert, and cornerback
Joey Thomas, along with Northern
Arizona University wide receiver
Clarence Moore and center Matt
Raivio. 

Following the opening weekend
of football action, the Big Sky
Conference named its Players of
the Week.

NAU true-freshman quarterback
Jason Murrietta was named
Offensive Player of the Week for
his 287-yard, three-touchdown
performance in a 44-3 slaughter of

Saint Mary’s of California.
Meanwhile, Jared Allen of ISU

was named Defensive Player of
the Week due to his one sack, one
forced fumble, four passes defend-
ed, and six tackles. His impressive
numbers came in 54-20 win over
Montana-Western in the Tigers’
opener. 

Allen is also one of the leading
candidates for the annual Buck
Buchanan Award. This award is
given each year to the best defen-
sive football player in I-AA foot-
ball.

Special teams honors were split
between Levander Segars of
Montana and James McGowan of
Weber State.

Segars, a junior from Colorado
Springs, returned one kickoff 91
yards for a touchdown in UM’s
win over the Black Bears of

Maine.
McGowan, on the other hand,

also returned a kickoff for a
touchdown of 94 yards. For the
game, McGowan set a WSU
record by returning four kicks for
164 yards.

Back to School, Back to Ski!!!

Discovery Ski  Area Fall Pass Sale!
College Season Passes

Order on-line TODAY at
www.skidiscovery.com

ONLY $199
with valid student ID.

AVAILABLE
ONLY UNTIL 10/1

DOLLAR PLUS
1206 Brooks

Convenient to University
Holiday Village Mall

Batteries $1 Dishes
Greeting Cards 2/$1 Party Goods
Gifts Hardware
Room Decorations Clothing
Rugs up to 8’x11’ Artists Cases
Kitchen Utensils

A Complete Dollar Store
and MUCH more.

OPEN 9-8 M-S • 10-6 Sunday
Present your UM I.D. & receive 10% off.

NURSERY AND LANDSCAPE
Open 7 days•2727 S. 3rd W.

House
Plants

HOUSE PLANTS
Supplies Too!

DDoonnuuttss
(made fresh daily)

Voted
Missoula’s Best

Serving Missoula
Since 1994

2 locations

432 N. Higgins (Downtown)
1221 Helen Ave. (1 block off campus)

NEW

Will Cleveland
Sports Reporter

Around

Current and former
Grizzlies get recognition

Matt Hayes/GDK
Grizzly wide receiver and return specialist Levander Seagers gets relief from the hot August heat during practice for the home 
opener against the North Dakota State Bison. 
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With a strong
defense and a new
QB at the helm, the

Atlantic 10
Conference’s 

forever-mediocre
team may get respect

Coach Andy
Talley and his
Villanova
Wildcats can’t
seem to get any respect in the
world of I-AA football. Last
season his team was picked to
finish sixth in the Atlantic 10
Conference preseason coach-
es’ poll, and all the Wildcats
did was make it to the I-AA
semifinals before losing to
national runner-up McNeese
State, the current No. 1 team
in the country. 

This year, Villanova is pre-
dicted to finish fifth, an
improvement over last season,
but that doesn’t matter to
Talley and his team. The most
important thing to him is
where his team ends the sea-
son, not where it is predicted
to finish. 

“We had a great year last
season,” Talley said. “But this
is a new year and we think we
have a really good team and
replacing Brett Gordon is the
key.” 

Gordon is a legend in the
Atlantic 10 Conference, simi-
lar to the status of Montana’s
Dave Dickensen in the Big
Sky Conference. 

Last season as a senior,
Gordon passed for 4,290 and
36 touchdowns in 15 games —
all-world numbers that Talley
doesn’t think need to be
repeated, just reached for. 

“Joe Casamento, a sopho-
more, is our starting quarter-
back,” Talley said. “For the
past seven or eight years, the
Villanova quarterback has
been a traditional drop-back
passer and Joe doesn’t fit that
mold. He can pass, but he can
also make thing happen with
his feet on broken plays.” 

In his debut, Casamento did
his best Gordon impression,
completing 24 of 30 passes for
252 yards and three touch-
downs in a 41-6 romp of
Hampton, — good enough for
A-10 player of the week hon-
ors. 

Villanova is not a strictly
passing team, as shown by the

running back tandem of junior
Terry Butler and sophomore
Moe Gibson. Against
Hampton, this two-headed run-
ning attack combined for 178
rushing yards. 

Matt Chila, Talley said, is
Villanova’s best receiver. As a
junior, this tight end had 48
catches for 514 yards and was
selected to participate in the
annual I-AA all-star game. 

The rest of the offense is
anchored by four of five
starters on the offensive line
returning from last season’s
playoff team. 

While the balance of the
offense is apparent, Talley
said the strength of his team
lies on the other side of the
ball. 

“We are a defensive team,”
Talley said. 

Led by junior strong safety
Ray Ventrone, the defense fea-
tures speedy players off the
edge of the defensive line,
including defensive ends Jamil
Butler, Darrell Adams, Terence
Taylor, and linebacker Brian
Hulea. 

Ventrone is the gem of the
Villanova defense. 

Last season, Ventrone tallied
102 tackles, forced two fum-
bles, and recovered two more. 

“Ray is a physical defensive
back,” Talley said. “He can
run, cover, and fill the gaps
with the best of them. I see
him as a pro prospect.” 

Hulea is the heart of the

defense as evidenced by the
team’s performance in the
playoffs last season. He
totaled 70 tackles, including
10 for a loss, despite missing
the playoffs due to an injury. 

“We struggled against the
run without Brian,” Talley
said. “With him back and
healthy, we fully expect the
defense to be even better.” 

A fifth-place finish as pre-
dicted by the coaches of the
A-10, however, might not be
all that bad, as the conference
features three top-25 teams
and three teams that made the
playoffs last year —
Villanova, Maine, and
Northeastern. 

“The A-10 is a bruising
league,” Talley said. “Our
schedule this year is very
favorable, because the out-
come of the league sometimes
depends on what teams you
play on the road and this year
we are lucky enough to have
some of the tougher teams at
home.” 

Included in that home sched-
ule are Massachusetts and
Northeastern, two teams that
defeated Villanova on the road
last season. 

While the home schedule
appears favorable, the next
game in the out-of-conference
schedule could prove to be the
team’s most daunting chal-
lenge, a road game against I-A
Big East Conference member
Temple. 

“This game should be a
tough one,” Talley said. “They
won four conference games
last year, including one
against Syracuse. Plus they
gave Miami fits and almost
beat Penn State at home last
weekend.” 

While Villanova might not
get the proper respect it has
earned, one thing remains
obvious: the Wildcats are a
team that must be reckoned
with. 

“I think we will be good this
year,” Talley said, which is an
understatement as evidenced
by the way that the Wildcats
disposed of the competition
last year and have already
started to do this year. 

Maybe this year Villanova
will get some of that respect.

138 W. Broadway
Missoula 

721-ZOOM (9666)
Now Open 

7 Days a Week

Free Downtown Parking for Scooters & Mopeds

*Based on student/faculty price of $1499 with 4.5% financing and 10% down, OAC.

OR

Only $39 per Month*

STUDENTS - YOU MAKE THE CALL

Will Cleveland
Sports Reporter

Matt Hayes/GDK
Grizzly wide receiver Tyler Peterson finishes out a pass play during preparation for the Grizzlies’ first home game of the season Saturday against North Dakota
State University.

Scouting Report: 

Currently
ranked
No.9

No. 9 Villanova
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Note: all events to
take place at 500
University Avenue 

Special note: Phi Delta Theta is an internationally recognized fraternity
seeking to expand its membership with quality young men who strive
for above average GPA’s.  Phi Delta Theta prohibits the use of alcohol
or drugs on its premises.  All men will be considered for membership.

Since 1848 The Fraternity Of
Phi Delta Theta Has Produced Over

216,749 Leaders!
...Without naming each and everyone of them we
will just say that one of them was the First to step

foot on the moon.

The University of Montana has adopted the phrase, “The
Discovery Continues.” Montana Alpha Chapter of Phi Delta
Theta has helped contribute to this discovery in the past, present
and future with over 1,500 alumni and over 80 years of service,
leadership and experience to the campus and community. Come
join us in our new beginning this year and let your journey become
part of the continuing discoveries of both institutions.

PHI DELTA THETA...
NOT YOUR FATHER’S FRATERNITY

Upcoming Events Calendar: An Open Invitation to All Men of the
University of Montana!

Mon. (Sept. 8, 2003): Fraternity Forum and House Tours
Come meet the Guys of Phi Delta Theta

Tues. (Sept. 9, 2003): Beach Party Night
FREE ADMISSION!
Come for free food and fun!

Wed. (Sept. 10, 2003): Casino Night with live games.
Food, fun and prizes.

Thurs. (Sept. 11, 2003): Drawing for Mountain Bike from Bicycle Hanger

For more information about the fraternity of Phi Delta
Theta please stop by one of our FREE EVENTS next
week or email us to be notified about future events at:
jinxmtalpha@hotmail.com or Call 406.549.6447 (local).

A Historic Renovation at
Phi Delta Theta

Phi Delta Theta • 500 University Ave.
located one block from the University
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