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Eastern Washington vs. UM

The original guide to Grizzly athletics

Oh, Brother

Tate Hancock is 

following the footsteps

of his brother, and

succeeding at every turn

By Jeff Windmueller
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He used to sneak into the room with
all his older brother’s buddies.
Hugging the wall to remain unseen,

and at the same time trying to hang out
with the people he idolized — the tough
crowd, as he saw it. 

Ten or 12 of the adolescent boys always
packed into a room in the Kansas home.
Eventually, they would spot little Tate
Hancock and let him know he wasn’t wel-
come.

“They were always picking me up by my
underwear and hitting my head on the ceil-
ing,” Hancock said with a bit of laughter.

Even still, Tate was always following in
his brother’s footsteps, even teasing his
youngest brother, Heath. 

Tate played the same position, running
back, in high school football as his brother
Tanner. Both won championships at Salina
Central High School, and after seeing how
happy his older brother was while playing
for the Griz, Tate decided to stake his own
claim among the team’s top players.

On one Saturday in the fall of 2000,
screaming fans filled Washington-Grizzly
stadium, and the Hancock brothers stepped
onto the playing field at the same time.

Their father and uncle were in the
stands, and in their old Kansas home their
mother, Andra listened on a telephone set
up to run the game’s local broadcast. For
the Hancocks, football, like every other
event, was a family affair.

Rod Hancock coached all of his sons as
they passed middle school, and when Tate’s
older brother practiced, he often went

along to watch.
But that game meant something different

for the two brothers, because it was the
first and only time Tate and Tanner
Hancock played in a sports game together.

“He was always four years older,” Tate
said. The age gap meant that when Tanner
graduated high school, Tate was just begin-
ning.

After star running backs Yohance
Humphery and Ben Drinkwalter were side-
lined by injuries, Tate, at the time a true
freshman pushing just 170 pounds, was
called in to play.

Falling behind Sacramento State 20-0
early in the game, Tate helped to even the
score with two touchdowns before a late
drive propelled the team to a win.

“It was sweet,” Tate said. “I think it was
better for me, because I scored two touch-
downs more than Tanner.”

An unknown fan photographed the
brothers on the field and sent a copy to the
sports department so the family would have
a memento. For their mother, it meant she
had a picture to go along with the game she
heard over the phone.

“I was excited for them,” she said. “But
also disappointed that I was not able to see
them play.”

The sight of the brothers together on the
field eclipsed something that would later
play an important role in Tate’s college
career. 

Tate played three quarters of the game
before injuring his shoulder. Pounding
defensive linemen and linebackers weigh-

ing 300 pounds paid a toll on the promising
freshman.

Humphery and Drinkwalter were ready
to return to action, and Tate sat out the rest
of the year with a medical red-shirt, allow-
ing him to play four more years.

Even more was in store for him. Former
UM coach Joe Glenn wanted to utilize
Tate’s speed on the passing game and
asked him to switch from running back to
wide receiver, the same transition Tanner
had made at the University of Kansas
before transferring to UM.

Initially, Tate refused. He swore he
would put on weight, that his shoulder
would heal and he would be back to
replace the graduating running backs.
Glenn persistently called Tate, asking him
to make the switch. He even called Tate’s
father. In the end, the younger brother
decided to give it a try, and Tanner, who
graduated that year, was there to help out. 

“When the coaches want you to play
something ... I encourage that,” Tanner
said.

The two brothers worked on the receiv-
ing game, but changing to a different
offense, a different way of playing, was at
first hard for Tate.

He said his first two weeks of practice
were the most difficult, but after that,
things started to click.

“He picked it up,” roommate and line-
backer Brent Meyers said. “He’s a good
ball handler ... a dangerous guy to have the
ball in his hands.”

This year, the 22-year-old junior has

proven to be a key receiver in a Grizzly
offense that many consider focused mainly
on running the ball. So far, he trails
Jefferson Heidelberger by just one catch at
26 and has 308 yards, averaging 11.8 yards
per catch.

Although successful on the field,
Hancock isn’t considered one to brag, or
say much at all.

“Right from the get-go, I couldn’t stand
him,” Meyers said. “He was a real quiet
kid.”

Meyers said that unlike the older brother,
Tate took some time to warm up to. After
joking around a bit, Meyers finally started
to realize that although a little more serious
about school, Tate shared much the same
sense of humor as Tanner.

Tate and Meyers especially like to play
jokes on each other. Meyers once transport-
ed a 6-foot-tall snowman into Tate’s apart-
ment shower. In return, every chance he
gets, Tate parks three inches from his
roommate’s driver’s side door, just so he
has to climb over the passenger seat to get
in. And Tate is especially not quiet when
the two are in a crowd. He loves to scream
“Hey look, it’s No. 12,” when driving by or
visiting Dairy Queen.

While Tate and Tanner might have a few
things in common, their mother recognizes
the differences.

“Tate is very organized. He is always
efficiently on time ... never late, and never
procrastinates,” she said. “Tanner just kind
of went with the flow.”

Tanner has heard the comparison before

AA  bbrrootthheerrllyy  lloovvee  ffoorr  tthhee  ggaammee

Mike Cohea/GDK

UM Senior Tate Hancock struggles against Matt McFadden of the Weber State Wildcats during an October game. 

BY JEFF WINDMUELLER

“They were always picking me up by my underwear and hitting my 
head on the ceiling,” Hancock said with a bit of laughter.
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Outerwear By
• Patagonia
• Arc Teryx 
• Marmot
• Isis
• Mammut

101  S OUTH H IGG INS

72 1 - 1670
OPEN 7 D AYS A WEEK

Pipestone for all
your winter needs!
• Skis 
-Telemark
-X-Country 
-Backcountry 
-Randonnee
• Snowshoes
• Airboards
• Tech & Casual

Clothing
• Ice Tools

The Spirit of Adventure

231 W. Front Street
(Next to the Carousel)
Carry Out  829-1207

“Take Out Taxi” Delivery  542-0344

Join us after

the Griz Game

N a p ’ s  D e a lN a p ’ s  D e a l
12 oz. Burger,
Reg. Fries &

Bottomless Soda

Only $7.50Only $7.50
HOME OF WESTERN MONTANA’S BEST BURGER!

“We’ve Got the Recipe”
1200 West Kent Ave.

Mon-Sat 9am-8pm•549-7242
Wholesale/Retail Distributor

Go Griz!

Here’s an idea,

Maker’s

Mark

has designed a

very Limited

Maroon/Silver

waxed dipped bottle

commemorating this

winning season!

Need Christmas Ideas?

Manuscript Editing
By Former U.M. Professor

Larry Godwin, Ph.D.
1720 Brooks St., Suite 3

728-3573

and it often makes him laugh a lit-
tle.

“I kind of laughed my way and
jerked my way through college,”
he said. But now the older brother
is busy working his way through
chiropractic school in Dallas. He
doesn’t get up to Missoula to
watch his brother play as often as
he would like, but says he hasn’t
missed a game yet.

Since college, Tate said he has
become closer with Tanner, and
their youngest brother, Heath, than

he ever has before. In fact, Tanner
is his biggest fan.

If he can’t find the game on at
the nearest sports bar, Tanner is
listening to it over the Internet.
Before games even, Tanner often
calls his little brother up to
encourage him.

“Anything my brother does
makes me prouder than anything
else,” Tanner said. “His playing
has meant more to me than any-
thing I’ve ever done.”

Matt Hayes/GDK

High fives are all around for Levander Segars and Tate Hancock of the Grizzlies after a touchdown. 
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Home of the Griz
Just Across the

Walkbridge from U of M
835 E. Broadway

721-1212

SUMO FOOTBALL

Monday’s 7pmMonday’s 7pm
ESPN Game Plan

NHL NBA
10  NFL  games  a t  t he  same

t i m e  o n  3 3  l a r g e  s c r e e n  T V s

Sunday Nov. 16th
6pm

$2 cover charge

DOLLAR PLUS
1206 Brooks

Convenient to University
Holiday Village Mall

Batteries $1 Dishes
Greeting Cards 2/$1 Party Goods
Gifts Hardware
Room Decorations Clothing
Rugs up to 8’x11’ Artists Cases
Kitchen Utensils

A Complete Dollar Store
and MUCH more.

OPEN 9-8 M-S • 10-6 Sunday
Present your UM I.D. & receive 10% off.

F l y  F i s h i n g
G u i d e  S c h o o l

Openings for Spring Break
March 28th - April 3rd

WE PROVIDE EXTENSIVE GUIDE TRAINING
DURING A WEEK LONG GUIDE SCHOOL. WEEK

INCLUDES:

• Guiding Techniques for
both Alaska and lower 48
• High Job Placement
Assistance (Average Pay
$2,400/mo.)

• Fly Fishing Training
• Fly Casting • Jet Boat Training
• Fly Tying • Room and Board

• CPR & First Aid Certification
• Drift Boat Training

Please Call
1-866-GOGUIDE
(1-866-464-8433)

 

Are you thinking 
International Business? 

 

MASTER OF INTERNATIONAL 

MANAGEMENT (MIM) 
 

A 15-month accelerated program 

Study and internships abroad, Multi-national student body 

Financial aid, grants and scholarships available 
 

 
 

 

SCHOOL OF GLOBAL  

COMMERCE AND MANAGEMENT 
      

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact us today to sign up for Spring 2004 

(509) 777- 4606 or e-mail: pnorth@whitworth.edu 

300 W. Hawthorne Road, MS 2704. Spokane, WA 99251 
www.whitworth.edu/mim 

Evening 

Classes 

Sign up for 

Spring 2004

738 Kensington Ave.
728-7935

Cuts  •  Colors  •  Perms  •  Nails

“Client Appreciation Days”
October 27th - November 29th

$5.00 OFF service for first time patrons
when you mention this ad

&
To our valued established clients:

Receive a salon product with your next visit*
We invite you to come see what our creative,

professional, staff has to offer you today!

Michele Enke-Gates - Linda Walker
Michelle Shepherd - Barb Marlenee - Leanne LeClair

*Variety provided by salon

TTRENDZRENDZ
SSALONALON
$10 OFF Color & Cut

• Student discounts
w/ Griz Card

• Haircuts for Men
• $25 Full set of nails-fills

$22.50
1205 S. Higgins•542-0906

6
The number of nieces defensive end

Tim Bush has who like watching
Monte on T.V. better than “Uncle

Tim.”

60
The estimated number of pairs of
shoes tight end Willie Walden has,
and that’s after he threw a bunch

away.

3
The number of times the equipment
crew had to wash the football play-

ers’ pants after last weekend’s muddy
win over Sacramento State.

0
The number of points Sacramento

State scored in Saturday’s loss
against the Griz.

By the Numbers

Read Game Day online

www.kaimin.org
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Photos by Sean Sperry

Above — Jamie Heildelberger
celebrates a run against
Portland State University in
October.

Right — Safety Dave DeCoite
pumps his fists after com-
pleting a sack.

Above — Freshman Lex Hilliard finds a break, out-run-
ning PSU for a third quarter touchdown.

Below — Senior Dane Oliver rushes through PSU
defense in the first half. 

Griz: 42, Vikings: 14
A look at the match through the lens 

of Game Day cameras.

October 25, 2003



Conor and Seamus Molloy,
brothers on the Grizzly foot-
ball team, said they didn’t

compete with each other all that
much as kids.

But their dad, Jim Molloy, dis-
agrees.

“They weren’t (competitive)
because Conor always picked on
Seamus, especially in one-on-one
basketball. Conor was just the mean
big brother and Seamus would get
frustrated and that was just the end
of it,” said Jim, who played as a
guard on the Griz basketball team
from 1976-78, alongside former
NBA great Michael Ray
Richardson. “But I could beat the
both of them anyway.”

But Conor said after his freshman
year of high school, his dad wasn’t
a threat and Seamus said he’s never
been an issue. 

“I could take him any day,”
Seamus said.

Conor plays tight end for the
Griz and is a senior in philosophy,
and Seamus plays on special teams
and is a freshman in history.

Conor has been plagued with
injuries since coming to the
University. He tore his rotator cup
and broke the ball in his right
shoulder during fall camp this year
but was finally able to play against
Idaho, but then dislocated his left
shoulder in the game against Cal-
Poly.

But he remains optimistic.
“It’s just frustrating when things

are kind of out of control,” he said.
“The injuries might have motivated
me a little bit more.”

The brothers grew up in an ath-
letic family and they played a vari-
ety of sports. Conor admits that
basketball was his first love.

They both played varsity basket-
ball at Helena High School and
Conor was offered a scholarship to
Montana State University to play
either basketball or football, along
with scholarship offers to Colorado
State and Dartmouth, among other
notable schools.

It was their high school football
coach, Tony Arntson, who
encouaged both Conor and Seamus
to pursue football in college.

Seamus played quarterback dur-
ing his junior and senior years at
Helena and started playing varsity
basketball his junior year, where he
led the Bengals  to state champi-
onship games.

They also played baseball and
Seamus played soccer until he
could go out for small-fry football
when he was in fourth grade.

As kids they often played foot-
ball, but Seamus was a stickler for
the rules.

“If we were playing out on the
playground, everything had to be by
the NFL rules,” said Conor.

But, “people tried to cheat,”
Seamus said, attempting to blame
Conor.

“I never tried to cheat,” Conor
said. “I was playing on the play-
ground.”

Casey, their mother, said she also
had the brothers involved in after-
school activities such as Odyssey of
the Mind and chess club.

But Jim said there is one thing
they never mastered: “We failed at
music.” However, they did take
piano lessons and Conor said he
wishes he would have stuck with it.

Senior offensive tackle Dylan
McFarland said he and his younger
brother Jesse also took piano les-
sons when they were kids.

“I was just horrible at it,” Dylan
said. “He can play songs by ear.

He’d just mess around and an hour
later he’d have a song down.”

Jesse, who redshirted as a fresh-
man to play offensive guard this
year, injured his shoulder this past
spring and is filming games this
fall. He said his favorite tunes to
play on the piano are classical and
ragtime.

The McFarland brothers grew up
in Kalispell and both said competi-
tion was a big part of their relation-
ship as kids. They both played
baseball and soccer and took swim-
ming lessons. In high school, Jesse
played baseball for the Kalispell
Lakers American Legion team.

Dylan said they always competed
when playing video games with
each other and in one-on-one bas-
ketball they always had to let each
other know who’d won. His nick-
name for Jesse was “Messy Jesse.”

“I knew how to push all of his
buttons,” Dylan said, but added that
his brother learned to fight back. “I
have a pretty nice scar on my leg
from him chasing me with a base-
ball bat when I was eight and he
was five.”

Jesse said he had nicknames for
Dylan, too, but said they were too
inappropriate to print in a newspa-
per.

The first time Jesse beat Dylan at
their Fraggle Rock board game
when Dylan was 6 years old, Dylan
drew Jesse a picture of tongues
hanging out of mouths to show his
resentment.

“I thought it was a nice gesture,”
said Jesse. “Then he told me it was
a bunch of tongues hanging out and
I cried.”

Since then, they both said

they’ve matured to the point where
they get along and consider them-
selves best friends — off the field.

“It’s just business on the field,”
said Jesse.

John and Paul Cahill have also
played sports since an early age,
focusing on soccer and football.

The brothers also took piano les-
sons as kids, but Paul said he’s not
very good.

“John’s actually pretty good. He
knows a lot of really good songs,”
Paul said. “I know maybe one.”

Paul said the one song he knows

is Bryan Adams’ “Everything I Do”
and John said he knows “Canon in
D.”

“That’s kind of my staple song,”
John said, “along with ‘Moonlight
Sonata.’”

Paul is a kicker for the Griz,
behind Chris Snyder, and John is a
defensive tackle.

“He was always much bigger
than me,” said Paul of his older
brother. “We’d fight and it was
more just him pinning me down.”

The Cahills played football at
Billings West, where John was a

part of the teams that won the state
championship in 1997 and 1998,
although he was out both years due
to knee injuries.

But John said it was a stroke of
luck that landed him a full-ride
scholarship to play for the Griz.

Then Paul soon followed, walk-
ing on to the team last year.

Both brothers said they’ve
always been really close, enough so
that they decided to live together
this year. But John said he does a
majority of the cooking. “Costco
lasagna is our specialty,” he said. 
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Football a family affair for Griz brothers
Kristin Cates
Game Day Kaimin

Adam Bystrom/GDK

After growing up playing sports with his older brother Conor in Helena, special teams player Seamus Molloy
once again enjoys playing on the same team.
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