University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
Montana Kaimin, 1898-present

Associated Students of the University of Montana
(ASUM)

1-27-2010

Montana Kaimin, January 27, 2010
Students of The University of Montana, Missoula

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/studentnewspaper
Recommended Citation
Students of The University of Montana, Missoula, "Montana Kaimin, January 27, 2010" (2010). Montana Kaimin, 1898-present. 5277.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/studentnewspaper/5277

This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the Associated Students of the University of Montana (ASUM) at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in Montana Kaimin, 1898-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. For more information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

Page 3
Interim director for
Disability Services for
Students appointed

Page 4
Health officials
advocate
vaccinations

Page 7
Ski resorts optimistic
despite below-average
snowfall

MontanaKaimin
www.montanakaimin.com

Volume CXII Issue 52

U M ’s I n d e p e n d e n t C amp us N e w sp ap e r S i n c e 1 8 9 8

Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2010

UM alum documents Haiti after earthquake Campus
debates
Dennison
legacy
Kate Whittle
Montana Kaimin

Allison Kwesell/Courtesy of Chattanooga Times Free Press

Two Haitian boys play in the rubble in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. University of Montana alumna Allison Kwesell traveled to Haiti to report for the Chattanooga Times Free Press.

Heidi Groover
Montana Kaimin
Allison Kwesell received 24
hours’ notice that she would be
flying to Haiti to photograph the
destruction caused by the earthquake that had hit four days earlier.
Kwesell, a 2007 University of
Montana photojournalism graduate, is a photographer for the Chattanooga Times Free Press. She
spent the short hours before her
departure in introspection.
“I had to soul-search a lot,”
Kwesell said, “Rip myself down
and make sure I was going for the

right reasons. Going because I believe in journalism and in educating the world on this sort of tragedy.”
Although Kwesell had traveled
to Haiti in May to cover the Children’s Nutrition Program of Haiti,
a local public health organization,
she was unsure of what to expect
from her second trip. She knew
of Haiti’s instability and worried
that violence might take over after
the earthquake struck. But, rather
than violence and thievery, she
found that a deep sorrow engulfed
the island nation.
“The people were saddened,

and they wanted their stories to
be told. I found they were more
receptive to the media than on my
last trip,” she said.
In journal entries that accompanied her photos on the newspaper’s
Web site, Kwesell focused on the
survival instincts of the Haitians.
“To me, the definition of Haitian must mean survivor,” she
wrote on Jan. 20.
It was the stark contrast between life and death that struck
Kwesell most.
“When I walked through the
streets of Port-au-Prince, I’d see
things like a rotting corpse being

eaten by maggots out of my right
eye and women braiding each others’ hair out of my left,” she said.
“Life must go on. Haitians, before
the quake, lived in despair. They
understand the importance of each
minute of life and don’t take for
granted the fact that, at any minute, it can all be taken away.”
Kwesell saw the immediate arrival of medical aid directed mostly by the United Nations and the
Israeli hospital. Food, water and
shelter arrived later, she said, but
efforts seemed to be improving as

See HAITI, page 6

Faculty discuss court ruling on political funding
Kimball Bennion
Montana Kaimin
Last week’s controversial Supreme Court ruling that gives
corporations and unions the right
to use unrestricted amounts of
their own funds to publicly endorse political candidates in federal elections has sparked a broad
spectrum of reaction across the
country. University of Montana
faculty with political and legal
expertise have also reacted differently to the ruling, but seem to
agree that it is a constitutional and
legal sea change with huge effects
on national and state laws.
“It’s a major earthquake in
American politics,” said Clem
Work, a professor at the School

of Journalism who teaches a class
that focuses on First Amendment
cases.
Before the Citizens United v.
Federal Election Commission
ruling, corporations and unions
could generate political ads using
only funds from a Political Action
Committee, which operates solely
on voluntary contributions. Plus,
those ads had to be about issues
— not in support of or against a
specific candidate. The Supreme
Court’s ruling overturns those restrictions, although it does not give
corporations and unions the right
to donate directly to a political
campaign.
Critics of the decision see it less
as a triumph of First Amendment

rights and more as a case of judicial activism by a conservativeleaning court, rendering a decision that would benefit Republican
candidates more than it would
Democratic candidates.
“This is astounding judicial activism,” Work said.
Work said the ruling’s impact
would likely be felt in the political realm but was hesitant to make
any larger predictions than that.
While much of the outrage aimed
at the decision is rooted in fear of
political corruption, many professors say it is simply too early to tell
if that will happen.
“Whether you think that this is
a landmark First Amendment case
or not, it seems like it’s a landmark

case that will affect politics deeply,” Work said.
Work pointed out that Montana
has a reason to be wary of political
corruption. The 1899 election of
copper baron William Clark to the
U.S. Senate was rife with evidence
of bribery involving Montana state
senators, who were then responsible for electing U.S. Senators. The
scandal led Montana to be one of
the first states to adopt strict campaign finance laws, many of which
will likely be challenged and overturned following the Supreme
Court ruling.
Rob Natelson, a professor at the
School of Law who specializes in

See RULING, page 3

On the day following University of Montana President
George Dennison’s retirement
announcement, some people
reflected on the legacy he will
leave behind, while others outlined their hopes for the next
president.
Bob Duringer, UM Vice
President of Administration and
Finance, works with Dennison
on a daily basis. He describes
Dennison as a “very private person, very intense person, very
focused.”
“The university is substantially different, thanks to his
tenacity and vision,” Duringer
said.
Duringer said in his nine
years working for UM, he has
watched Dennison initiate a
number of programs and building projects.
“He’s responsible for a lot of
beautiful things you see on campus,” he said.
ASUM Vice President Emily
May has worked with Dennison
as an elected representative of
the student body.
“I enjoy working with him,
and he’s done some really good
things,” May said. “That being
said, it’s always exciting to get
someone new in and see what
new, fresh things are going to
happen.”
May said she has never had
a negative experience with the
president, but she noted that different people have different reactions.
“Some ASUM senators have
not seen eye-to-eye with him,”
May said.
Ella Torti met Dennison during her work with Students for
Economic and Social Justice, a
group known for staging sit-ins
in the President’s Office in an
effort to push the university into
joining the Designated Suppliers Program. Doing so would
require UM to obtain most of
its Griz logo wear from companies found by the Worker Rights
Consortium to have fair working
conditions.
Torti said she would like to
see a president who is more responsive to student concerns than
Dennison sometimes appeared
to be. She said SESJ members

See DENNISON, page 6
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More manners and sense are needed in politics

EDITORIAL

Laura Lundquist,
Editor
South of Missoula seethes
a county that is becoming, if it
wasn’t already, a crucible of the
nation’s more divergent political
and social attitudes. Some Ravalli
County residents are receptive to
ideas that allow people to coexist
while preserving quality of life.
But other residents have a decidedly different attitude best summarized as, “Now that I’ve got
mine, everyone else be damned
and leave me alone.” The most ardent of these Got-Miners tend to
be extremists who oppose, sometimes aggressively, any govern-

ment management.
Two recent incidents show the
twisted attitudes of Got-Miners.
In one, some level-headed citizens were compelled to organize a
forum addressing the lack of civility in public meetings. Got-Miners’ comments at county commissioners’ meetings are becoming
less about issues, devolving into
angry proselytizing and personal
attacks. That’s right; forums are
required to remind adults of their
kindergarten lessons on manners.
A thumbs-up to the organizers, but
it’s distressing that they have to do
it.
Unfortunately, it’s a trend not
limited to Ravalli County. Similar rage has erupted in shouting
matches at town hall meetings and
a few congressional events. The
courtesy forum organizers could
probably take their show nationwide. Courtesy is not a partisan
issue, and it behooves our future to

stepchild
By Josh Potter

a derivative of the word “hip,” which
implies being ahead of the curve when
it comes to culture. Hipsters must
know which artists, bands and writers
are the best and why they will never be
famous. Then they congratulate themselves for making those artists famous.
(You’re welcome, Chuck Palahniuk.)
Missoula, lest you forget, is an isolated mountain town at the bottom of
a valley in one of the least-populated
states in the union. The closest major
urban center is Salt Lake City or Boise, and I shouldn’t have to explain why
these don’t count. The only reason
Missoula has any sort of hip population is that it has out-of-state students
coming from Portland, Seattle, Chicago and, in my case, Detroit, who have
already done all the work. (You’re
welcome, Missoula.)
Left to its own devices, Missoula
would sink into a glacial lake of dreadlocks, subpar bluegrass and beer snobbery. And everyone knows hipsters
drink Pabst, thank you very much.
So who decided all this shit was
cool? I mean, Pabst isn’t that good,
and anyone who says otherwise is a
liar. Tight pants are not comfortable,
and my hat does not fit on my head
so I’m freezing most of the time. I
can’t tell you where all this started,
but I can tell you why: Irony is cool.
It makes you seem like you have the
self-confidence of Boy George. Neon
glasses, nylon jackets and Jazzercise

headbands are not fashionable. In fact,
they’re downright ugly. Nevertheless,
drones of people actively seek this
look and coordinate disjointed ensembles. And they totally pull it off.
Anyone who has the fortitude to go
out looking like this deserves to be the
center of the Lolita-themed party.
But there’s disconnect here. While
we hipsters try so hard to be avantgarde, we still like thumping dance
music. We still like to get drunk and
hook up. So, for some reason, Lady
Gaga and old Madonna (when she was
still pudgy and didn’t have an English
accent) are totally acceptable for a hipster’s iPod.
It’s a lonely and confusing existence. I can’t listen to Taylor Swift because she is just too commercial, and
I have to say that a blockbuster movie
like “2012” sucked, even though I totally loved it. And yes, I think “Avatar”
was great, and I hate “Garden State.”
So, at its core, hipster success lies
solely with the amount of irony one
actively injects into his lifestyle. My
grandpa wore a cardigan, so I, in an
effort to be cool, wear one as well. My
mother wears a scarf. I wear my mother’s scarf, because I am cool.
It takes a lot of irony to pull off this
level of Miles Davis, Rebel-WithoutA-Cause kind of cool. Somehow,
though, Missoula honestly thinks it’s
culturally relevant. Now that is ironic.

The Montana Kaimin is printed on
campus by Printing and Graphics.

Send letters to the editor to
opinion@montanakaimin.com

laura.lundquist@umontana.edu
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n
u Who would
oyou
want as the next

president of the university
and why?

“Evan Moppart
because good
ideas are borrowed
but great ideas are
stolen. ”

Cally Felstet, Sophomore
“It would be nice to get
somebody with fresh ideas
and a fresh face.”
Alicia Jones, Sophomore
“I would say Tom Cruise
because I really like his
acting. I think he could
play the part well and add
some spice.”

Krissy Olson, Freshman
“Mr. Rogers because
he just seemed like a
classy guy ... before
he went to jail.”

Adam Young,
Senior

joshua.potter@umontana.edu
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The Montana Constitution says
the governor is the commanderin-chief of any militia and he has
yet to express a need. Plus, militia
groups in Montana don’t have the
best record of high ideals.
Literal translation of any document, particularly those that are
centuries old, causes problems, but
that’s what zealots often turn to.
However, their hypocrisy shows
through when it comes to supporting constitutional rights they
don’t agree with. It’s highly doubtful they would uphold a woman’s
right to choose an abortion or a
high school journalist’s right to
free speech.
All citizens deserve the right to
speak, as spelled out in the First
Amendment. But people are more
likely to listen to those who can
make their case with more wisdom
and grace.

l
va

Irony is cool,
but it takes effort

Even as a transplant to Missoula
from a Detroit suburb, I never thought
of myself as a novelty. In the numerous affluent neighborhoods that dot
the landscape between Detroit and
Chicago, hipsters are the majority.
Ironic tattoos, floppy beanies and tight
pants abound. So when I arrived in
Missoula, messenger bag in hand, being the object of pop-culture analysis
was a new experience.
I couldn’t understand it. Before I
moved here, I was under the impression that Missoula, like all college
towns, was filled to the brim with
exclusionary indie-rock connoisseurs.
There is that pocket of snobbish, highminded pretension where I feel at
home — where name-dropping bands
you can only find on MySpace and
knowing who Jim Jarmusch is translates to social clout — but it’s limited
and hidden at best.
I couldn’t figure out where all my
fellow hipsters were. But when I gave
it some real honest thought — an activity hipsters are known to talk about
but never actually do — I figured it
out. No one who has spent an extended
period of time in Missoula can actually call himself or herself a real hipster.
No matter how ironic your mustache
is or how many Spoon shirts you own,
you are not a hipster if you’ve been in
Missoula more than three years.
Here’s why:
The word “hipster” is, of course,

two or more rights or laws conflict,
which they often do. And as more
people come into contact with
one another, as they are in a burgeoning county like Ravalli, more
rights are bumping up against others. Literalists choose the rule that
fits their wants and aren’t flexible
enough to acknowledge the other.
For example, the letter-writers
don’t recognize the Environmental Protection Agency, claiming
its creation was unconstitutional.
Nice excuse for wanting to dodge
taking care of their land or water.
Granted, the EPA was not created
by a congressional act, but every
part of the EPA already existed
under different agencies. President Richard Nixon just grouped
them together under a new banner,
which is an executive power allowed by the Reorganization Act
of 1939. So it is legitimate.
The writers also demanded that
the sheriff form a county militia.

O

The red-headed

reinstate a certain level of civility
into all public discourse, including online comments. People don’t
have to be nicey-nice in order to
be civil. Just state your piece, then
sit down. Shouting louder or being
nastier doesn’t make anyone right.
The other incident involved a
letter sent to Ravalli County officials that included 10 questionable demands and an ultimatum to
“uphold both the federal and state
constitution.” It was signed by 175
people, approximately 0.4 percent
of the county population. Obviously, they don’t speak for the masses,
but people worry about those few
bad apples.
The demands are based upon a
literal reading of the U.S. and state
constitutions, which are worthy
documents, but the framers could
not anticipate everything. Many
writings are, by nature, open to interpretation.
The main problem arises when

Ar
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Disability Services director moves on, interim director appointed
Justyn Field
Montana Kaimin
After 22 years as the director of
Disability Services for Students,
Jim Marks has left the University
of Montana.
Marks, whose last day was Jan.
8, is now the first director of the
Disability Transitions Programs at
the Montana Department of Health
and Human Services. This new
role places him in charge of Vocational Rehabilitation Services,
a state organization that promotes
independence for people with disabilities. It provides job-hunting
programs as well as services for
people who are blind or have low
vision.
Marks worked at the Summit
Independent Living Center before
starting at DSS in 1988. Back then,
the office served 120 students and
Marks supervised a single workstudy student. Now DSS has 12
full-time staff members, numerous
student employees and volunteers

RULING
From page 1
Constitutional law and the First
Amendment, said he is generally
doubtful of corporations playing a
role in politics, but thinks the case
itself was rightfully decided.
“This case is right at the core of
the First Amendment,” Natelson
said. “Unlike other amendments,
the First Amendment doesn’t talk
in terms of citizens or people … it

and serves 1,079 students.
As the director, Marks received
many awards, including the 2000
Robert Pantzer Award, the 2004
Fink-Ryan Award and the 2005

Leader of the Year Award from the
Montana State University–Billings Center on Disabilities.
Marks, who won his 2005
award after pushing for the pas-

sage of the Montana Braille Literacy for Blind and Visually
Impaired Children Act, said advocating self-determination was a
key part of his work at DSS.
“It’s just critical that people
speak up for themselves,” Marks
said. “Keep advocating, keep
pushing. Improvements are never
given. They’re taken.”
As he was preparing for his
move to Helena, Marks left advice
for future directors.
“A director’s position is really
important, because the director
sets the tone,” Marks said. “The
thing we’ve been able to achieve
here is a combination of pushing
for equal access and promoting
student autonomy. We’re not just
another disability service provider
who’s going to tell you where to
put the socks in your drawers.”
Barb Seekins will be the interim director until July 1, or until a
permanent director can be found.
She is also the manager of Scholar

applies across the board to every
person or entity.”
Natelson was also unsure what
political repercussions would be
felt as a result of the decision other
than to say that the number of ads
people see during elections will
likely go up.
“You’re probably going to see
more speech, and that’s what the
First Amendment is all about,”
Natelson said.
Because the interests, purposes

and sizes of corporations in the
country vary, and because the ruling benefits labor unions as well,
Natelson said the ruling isn’t as
one-sided as its critics say it is.
“No one can predict who’s going to benefit politically,” Natelson
said.
Jim Lopach, the chair of the political science department, said he
also favored the decision.
“It’s a strong endorsement
of the centrality of political

speech in the First Amendment,”
Lopach said.
Lopach didn’t think the majority opinion was perfect. He thought
it should have made a distinction
between corporations and nonprofit groups formed for political
advocacy. But if he had to choose
between the majority opinion and
the dissenting minority opinion,
Lopach said he would side with
the majority.
Lopach also argued that since the

Eric Oravsky/Montana Kaimin

Barb Seekins sits in her new office as interim director of Disability Services for
Students. She will hold the position until July 1.

and Sponsored Student Programs
and chair of the Americans with
Disabilities Act Team.
Seekins said she was asked to
fill in because the rest of the DSS
staff members were already carrying full work loads, providing
assistance for students with disabilities while short a fourth coordinator. Once DSS has a new permanent director, Seekins said the
office will decide whether to fill
the vacant coordinator position.
DSS services include scanning
text for students who are blind or
have learning disabilities, reassigning accessible classrooms and
providing testing rooms.
Although familiar with disability law from her work on the
ADA Team, Seekins said being on
the service-providing end is a new
experience for her and she looks
forward to meeting students and
the DSS staff.

ruling will benefit labor unions and
it is still illegal for unions and corporations to donate directly to campaigns, he doesn’t believe the decision will lead to political corruption.
“I think it’s rare that an ad can
convert people from one position
to another,” he said.

justyn.field@umontana.edu

kimball.bennion@umontana.edu
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Health officials reiterate importance of H1N1 flu vaccination

Laura Lundquist
Montana Kaimin

Students didn’t return to the
University of Montana in time to
celebrate National Influenza Vaccination Week, which began Jan.
11. But late is better than never
for university students to be vaccinated against the H1N1 influenza
virus, said Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius
in a conference call Tuesday.
With students coming back together in dorms and classrooms,
it’s easier for the flu virus to travel,
Sebelius said.
“The flu season is not over,”
Sebelius said. “It usually continues
through March.”
Dr. Stephen Redd, Influenza
Coordination Unit director for the
Centers of Disease Control and

“The emergency rooms
downtown reported that 30
or 40 percent of people were
coming in with flu
symptoms.”
-Dr. David Bell,
Curry Health Center director

Prevention, joined Sebelius in her
concern.
“There is less flu now than in
October and November,” Redd

said. “But the flu tends to come in
waves, and this strain is very unpredictable.”
Sebelius said this is a young

person’s flu. People age 18 to 24
have been six times more likely to
be infected with H1N1 than with
another strain of flu. Redd said the
CDC reported that half of Americans hospitalized with H1N1 were
younger than 25. The best way to
avoid joining them, he said, is to
get the vaccination.
Dr. David Bell, director of
the Curry Health Center, said
the clinic has plenty of vaccine,
so students should get it if they
haven’t already. Since the government paid for it, the vaccine costs
students nothing. Last fall, 1,400
University of Montana students
were vaccinated.
Bell said he couldn’t estimate
the fall infection rate at UM because there is probably a large
number of cases he doesn’t know
about. The health center’s representatives had asked people not to
go to the doctor with flu symptoms
unless they became serious. Bell
said the center was busy for about
two weeks, but that it seems most
people stayed home.
“The emergency rooms downtown reported that 30 or 40 percent of people were coming in with
flu symptoms,” Bell said. “But we
saw nothing like that.”

He said there is a chance of a
spring wave of flu, so health organizations are hoping to stay ahead
of it while the number of flu cases
is low.
The conference call, hosted in
part by MTV, featured 15-yearold Luke Duvall of Arkansas who
caught the flu last fall. While most
people have relatively mild symptoms, Duvall’s flu led to severe
pneumonia. The high school athlete had to be put on a ventilator
and was then put in a medically induced coma while doctors hoped
and waited for his lungs to heal.
Duvall said he wasn’t vaccinated
because there wasn’t enough vaccine last fall. But now that the vaccine is plentiful, he is encouraging
young people to get it.
“It would be silly not to get it
and end up in the same condition
as me,” Duvall said.
The Department of Health and
Human Services has created a
Web site at www.flu.gov that includes information about the vaccine, a flu clinic locator and a link
to the “I’m a Flu Fighter” Facebook application.
laura.lundquist@umontana.edu
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SIDELINES Roper adjusting to new role with UM hoops
WEEKLY HOME SCHEDULE
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Northern Colorado at Montana
Friday, 7 p.m.
Northern Arizona at Montana
Saturday, 7 p.m.
WEEKLY AWAY SCHEDULE
MEN’S BASKETBALL
Montana at Northern Colorado
Thursday, 7 p.m.
Montana at Northern Arizona
Saturday, 6:30 p.m.
INDOOR TRACK
Montana at Montana State Open
Friday
BRIEFING
UM announces
cumulative athletic GPA

The University of Montana announced Monday that 296 Griz
athletes earned a cumulative
GPA of 3.06 in the 2009 fall
semester. Women’s golf (3.43),
women’s soccer (3.32), men’s
cross-country (3.31), women’s
basketball (3.29), women’s
track and field (3.24) and women’s cross-country (3.23) carried the top averages for the
department.
STANDINGS
MEN’S BASKETBALL
School 		
Big Sky
Weber State
7-1
Northern Colo. 6-2
Montana State 6-2
Montana
4-4
Northern Ariz. 4-4
Portland State
3-5
Idaho State
3-5
Eastern Wash.
2-6
Sacramento State 1-7

Overall
13-6
11-9
9-9
9-11
9-10
9-10
6-12
4-15
7-13

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
School 		
Big Sky
Eastern Wash.
7-0
Portland State
5-2
Montana
4-2
Idaho State
4-3
Montana State 2-4
Northern Colo. 2-4
Sacramento State 2-4
Northern Ariz. 2-4
Weber State
1-6

Overall
13-6
11-9
9-9
9-11
9-10
9-10
6-12
4-15
7-13

www.montanakaimin.com www.

montanakaimin.com www.

montanakaimin.com www.montanakaimin.com www.

montanakaimin.com-

www.montanakaimin.comwww.
montanakaimin.com www.

m o n t a n a k a i m i n . c o m w w w.
montanakaimin.comwww.montanakaimin.com www.montanakaimin.comwww.montanakaimin.
com www.montanakai-

min.comwww.montanakaimin.
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University of Montana quarterback Justin Roper shoots a jumper in the West Auxillary Gym on Tuesday. The junior has been working out with the Grizzly men’s basketball
practice squad for the last three weeks.

Matt McLeod
Montana Kaimin
You can’t say Justin Roper
doesn’t keep busy.
The Buford, Ga., junior was up
at dawn Tuesday and at the gym
for spring football conditioning
by 6:30 a.m. He was off to class
for the rest of the morning, and by
3:30 p.m., he was back in the gym.
But this time, his job was to chase
Jack McGillis, Ryan Staudacher
and Derek Selvig around the hardwood.
Roper, who spent this fall splitting time under center with Griz
quarterback Andrew Selle, is once
again splitting time, but now it is
between the football field and the
basketball court.
After making the two-hour trip
from the FCS National Championship game in Chattanooga, Tenn.,
to his hometown Dec. 18, and
spending two weeks relaxing over
Christmas break, Roper decided to
fly back to Missoula early to join
the Griz hoops team on Jan. 4.
With football conditioning on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays; weight training Tuesdays
and Thursdays; and basketball
practice up to five days a week,
Roper’s day planner is plenty full.
That’s exactly how he likes it.
“It keeps me on my toes for
sure,” Roper said. “But it’s the

grind of just getting stuck doing during high school: football, basone sport that gets to be a battle. ketball, swimming and track. He
I’m doing this for a change of started as a guard on his basketscenery. Basketball helps refresh ball team, clocked in under one
me mentally.”
minute in the 100-meter breastThe whole thing started as a stroke and finished third in the
joke, when Roper bumped into state high jump.
head basketIn
2007,
ball
coach
Roper was a
Wayne Tinkle
redshirt freshin the hallway
man starting
at the Adams
q u a r t e r b a ck
Center
this
for the Univerfall.
sity of Oregon.
“I jokingly
He passed for
asked him if
a record four
he could still
t o u c h d ow n s
shoot,” Tinkle
and led the
said. “And I
Ducks to a
asked him if
56–21
Sun
he was ever
Bowl victory
-Justin Roper,
going to come
over
South
play for me.”
Florida
before
Griz basketball and
Roper took
joining
the
football player
the offer seriGriz football
ously.
team last year.
“He didn’t know at the time
Tinkle had an idea of Roper’s
that I had actually been thinking prowess when he took him on, but
of doing it,” Roper said. “I decided had to see his athleticism firsthand
to bring it up with (former head to believe it.
football coach Bobby) Hauck, and
“I sort of knew, but it really
he said he was fine with it, so I fig- came home to me the second day
ured why not?”
he practiced with us,” Tinkle said.
For Roper, it was just another “He went up and threw down this
challenge in what has been an il- incredible tomahawk dunk. About
lustrious athletic career.
half the guys missed it. So I made
Roper lettered in four sports him do it again, and everybody

“It keeps me on
my toes for sure,
but it’s the grind of
just getting stuck
doing one sport that
gets to be a battle.”

got to see how explosive he really
was.”
Still, even for an athlete of Roper’s caliber, getting in basketball
shape has been a chore.
“I guess it would be one thing
if I was a cornerback or a receiver,
but being a quarterback isn’t all
that physically demanding,” Roper
said. “The first couple days out
here were brutal.”
Because of NCAA travel restrictions, Roper is not allowed
to travel with the team, though
he is already suiting up for home
games.
Roper has yet to log any minutes, but Griz coaches aren’t ruling out the possibility of adding
him to the rotation.
“It’s too soon to say what’s
going to happen,” Tinkle said.
“We’re looking at it as his coming in and helping us with practice for now and waiting to see
for the future.”
That’s fine with the unassuming Roper. For now, he isn’t shooting for hoops stardom.
“I know I’m not here to be an
All-American,” Roper said. “I
came out to have fun and help the
team if I possibly can. Any minutes I could get would be awesome, but I’m happy to just work
hard and do what I’m told.”
matthew.mcleod@umontana.edu
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HAITI
From page 1
she left. The important question
for Haiti is what the long-term will
hold, Kwesell said.
“What will be the ultimate
test is to see if any aid remains
past the initial shock of what has
happened,” she said. “Haiti needs
more than just medical disaster relief.”
The best way for American university students to help is to raise
money for organizations that are
working on the ground, like the
Red Cross, Kwesell said. Visitors
who are unable to make specific
contributions, like medical or engineering assistance, do nothing to
help destroyed areas, she said.

“Don’t go to Haiti unless you
have a specific purpose,” Kwesell
said. “This is one thing that makes
me angry: when aid organizations
take people on tour of disaster areas. Much effort goes into keeping
these visitors safe and comfortable. The price of their airfare is
worth more than anything they
can do on the ground, unless they
have a specific purpose.”
Kwesell’s photos and stories
can be found at www.timesfreepress.com/haitiearthquake.
According to the UM International Programs Office, there are
no known Haitian students currently attending UM, and there
are no students or groups planning
any trips to the country.
heidi.groover@umontana.edu

The Old Post Pub will hold a fundraiser
Feb. 2 for relief agencies working in Haiti.
The wait staff will donate 50 percent of tips
earned that day, which will be matched by
the pub. The night’s menu will include Haitian cuisine and the pub will be open 11 a.m.
to 2 a.m.

www.montanakaimin.com

DENNISON
From page1
are hoping Dennison will sign on
to the Designated Suppliers Program before he leaves.
“We have a snowball’s chance
in hell, but we’re going to push,”
Torti said.
She has an additional hope for
Dennison’s successor.
“I would love to see a woman
president at the university,” Torti
said. “I met the new president at
Bozeman, and she was energetic
and wonderful.”
The ASUM Senate will discuss the administration change on
Wednesday night.
May said the new president is
certainly inheriting “really huge
budget concerns.”
Duringer said a new president
will bring change, but not for a
while.
“It’s like a supertanker,”
Duringer said. “We’re out in the
ocean, and we’re going west. You
don’t turn a supertanker very
quickly.”

M
K

kate.whittle@umontana.edu
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CBS willing to air more
Super Bowl advocacy ads
Associated Press
CBS responded to complaints
over a conservative group’s
planned Super Bowl ad featuring
football star Tim Tebow by saying that it had eased restrictions on
advocacy ads and would consider
“responsibly produced” ones for
open spots in its Feb. 7 broadcast.
CBS Corp. said Tuesday it
had received numerous e-mails
— both critical and supportive
— since a coalition of women’s
groups began a protest campaign
Monday against the ad, which the
critics say will use Tebow and his
mother to convey an anti-abortion
message.
Funded by the conservative
Christian group Focus on the
Family, the 30-second ad is expected to recount the story of Pam
Tebow’s pregnancy in 1987. After
getting sick during a mission trip
to the Philippines, she ignored a
recommendation by doctors to
abort her fifth child. She later gave
birth to Tim, who won the 2007
Heisman Trophy and helped his
Florida team win two BCS championships.
CBS said Tuesday that the decision to air the Tebow ad reflected a
change in its policies toward advocacy ads that has evolved over the
past several years.
“We have for some time mod-

erated our approach to advocacy
submissions after it became apparent that our stance did not reflect public sentiment or industry
norms,” said spokesman Dana
McClintock. “In fact, most media
outlets have accepted advocacy
ads for some time.”
He said CBS “will continue
to consider responsibly produced
ads from all groups for the few
remaining spots in Super Bowl
XLIV.”
In 2004, CBS was criticized by
many liberal organizations for rejecting an ad by the United Church
of Christ highlighting the UCC’s
welcoming stance toward gays and
others who might feel shunned by
more conservative churches.
CBS said Tuesday that, under
its new policies, the UCC ad would
have been accepted for airing. The
network said that it has run ads in
the past year or so with divergent
views on topics such as the health
care overhaul, climate change and
energy policy.
Thirty-second
commercials
during the Super Bowl are selling
for $2.5 million to $2.8 million.
On Monday, a coalition led by
the New York-based Women’s Media Center, with backing from the
National Organization for Women,
the Feminist Majority Foundation
and other groups, urged CBS to
scrap the Tebow ad.
“An ad that uses sports to divide
rather than to unite has no place in
the biggest national sports event
of the year — an event designed
to bring Americans together,” said
Jehmu Greene, president of the
media center.
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Montana Kaimin
Curt Friede has owned his motorsports store, Kurt’s Polaris in
Seeley Lake, for 20 years and has
opened two other stores in Missoula and Kalispell. Friede said all
three locations are down in sales,
not only because of the stunted
economy but also the marginal
snowfall.
“Without snow, people don’t
travel, they don’t buy, they don’t
do,” said Friede.
Local snowmobilers and snowmobile dealers are hurting from the
lack of snow in western Montana.
With little snowfall, snowmobile
clubs have been forced to cancel
events that bring in money from
tourists, which is important to the
economy in the Missoula area.
Friede said the beginning of the
year is normally the busiest time
for his business, but 75 percent of
the people who normally attend
his New Year’s event were not
there this year.
“It’s really bad when you don’t
get people that would come anyway,” said Friede.
Chad Eckley sells snowmobiles
at Five Valley Honda-Yamaha. He
said when snow is falling, it brings
customers in to look at snow machines. Eckley estimated that currently there is only 25 percent of
the typical amount of snow in the
mountains for this time of year.
He said that is enough snow to go
snowmobiling, but it isn’t ideal for
the sport.
However, some people still
ache to be outside in the winter,
whether it is snowmobiling, snowshoeing or backwoods skiing.
Among those dedicated few who
come out, snow or shine, is How-
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Snowmobiles idled by dry winter weather
Snowfall not enough for local snowmobile dealers or enthusiasts

Ben Coulter/Montana Kaimin

Two new Polaris snowmobiles sit in the parking lot at Kurt’s Polaris on Broadway. Many winter enthusiasts are unable to get out and play due to the lack of snow.

ard Morrow, former president of
the Missoula Snowgoers Snowmobile Club. But even Morrow said
he hasn’t ventured out this year.
“Once you’ve done it all, you
begin to get spoiled,” Morrow
said. “I’ve been out in bad weather
before and don’t feel like it now.”

Optimism buoys resorts
during subpar winter
Justin Franz
Montana Kaimin
Lower-than-average snowfall
hasn’t hurt the ski season, according to area resort representatives, who say that what snow has
fallen is of better quality.
“We’re known as a powder
area,” said Phil Edholm, president of Lookout Pass Ski Area on
the Montana-Idaho border. “But
this year has seen a wet snow that
makes for a great base.”
Because of this base layer of
snow, Lookout Pass has seen a 36
percent increase in ticket sales
over last year, the best in its 75year history.
“Our business is up despite
our snowfall for the season being
about 35 percent below what we
usually see,” Edholm said.
Natural snowfall is important
for areas such as Lookout Pass,
which pride themselves on not
using snow machines.
“Snow from heaven, not from
hoses,” Edholm said.
The cause behind this winter’s weak snowfall comes from
El Niño, a pattern of currents that
keeps water temperatures high in
the Pacific Ocean, according to
Ray Nickless, a National Weather Service hydrologist. This results in weather patterns that
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lack moisture in the Northwest,
including western Montana, he
said.
“We’re obviously below normal in snow pack in the mountains and snowfall in the valleys,” Nickless said.
According to Nickless, the
Missoula valley had only 8.8
inches of snow by the end of December, whereas a typical winter
drops over 18 inches by the same
time. And January didn’t add
much more in the valley, with
only 1.5 inches falling.
The same is true in the mountains, he said.
In the Bitterroot range, snowfall has been about half of what it
normally is. The Flathead Lake
area has had the most snow in
western Montana. But even there
has accumulated only 78 percent
of what normally falls in winter.
Even though ski areas are
open, a lack of snow in the valleys doesn’t bode well for them,
according to Snowbowl manager
Ronnie Morris.
“From a physiological point
of view, it affects us,” Morris
said. “If there is snow in town, it
helps.”
But Donnie Clapp, a public
relations official for Whitefish

See SKI, page 8

Morrow said the club wants
more snow at Lolo Hot Springs,
where they start their rides. The
club has to take off from this spot
because there is no longer enough
room farther up the trail for all of
the riders to park.
The intermittent snowfall re-

ceived since the weekend has all
types of winter sports fans excited.
Morrow and Friede both think that
there will be more snow, because
in the past few years, the Missoula
area has been getting most of its
snow later in the winter, usually in
February and March.

Friede is hoping for 5 to 8
inches of snow, enough to make a
difference. The National Weather
Service predicts snow Wednesday
and into the weekend in the Missoula area, and it may be enough
to satisfy western Montana’s
snowmobilers.

jessica.stugelmayer@umontana.edu

Revised book depicts natural ‘killer’
Justin Franz
Montana Kaimin
You would think the experience
of being a teenager and carrying a
dead man down a mountain, pushing on his lifeless skin to see that
“it does not rebound, it does not
press back,” would deter anyone
from returning to such a place.
But Nicholas Howe has returned to Mount Washington
time and time again, accepting
the fact that death is simply part
of life in the White Mountains of
New Hampshire. He tells this tale
in his book, “Not Without Peril:
150 Years of Misadventure on the
Presidential Range of New Hampshire.”
Originally published in 2000,
the book has been reprinted by
Appalachian Mountain Club
Books for its 10-year anniversary.
Its return is no surprise, because
the Boston Globe called the original one of the 100 essential books
about New England, due to Howe’s
second-to-none research of events
going back to the first ascent of the
mountain in 1638.
But you don’t have to be a native New Englander or history buff
to be engulfed by Howe’s story of
mistakes and “misadventures” on
the tallest peak in the East.
Topping out at 6,288 feet,
Mount Washington may seem like
an anthill, even compared to the
peaks around Missoula. But what
makes it deadly is the weather.

Due to its location — at the
convergence of multiple weather
patterns from the Gulf, South
Atlantic and Northwest — this
mountain is known for its constantly changing weather. The
fact that the mountain serves as a
roadblock to weather patterns going through the region probably
doesn’t help. All of this combines
to set many records, including one
of the highest surface winds ever
recorded at 231 miles per hour.
With such environmental extremes, it is no wonder why National Geographic magazine
called it “the killer next door.”
The mountain lives up to its
fatal reputation: There were 140
known deaths occurring on the
mountain between 1849 and 2008.
Most of the notable deaths are
covered in Howe’s almost 300page book that serves as both historic record and adventure novel.
These include tragic events, such
as when a father and his two
daughters were marooned on an
exposed ledge for an entire night,
resulting in the death of one of the
children (by dawn, they belatedly
realized they were in sight of shelter).
But the most trying and startling story is that of the death of
MacDonald Barr in August 1986.
Hiking with his son and a German
exchange student, the three were
marooned atop Mount Madison,
one of the lesser-known summits

in the White Mountains. Running for help, the exchange student
came upon an Appalachian Mountain Club shelter and crew, who
sprang into action to do everything
they could to save the two boys.
But they had to make the decision
of life or death for Barr, questioning if it was worth risking the lives
of the rescue crew to save another.
With a hut full of hikers, the
four-person crew had nowhere else
to go to discuss the matter except a
women’s bathroom. Cooped up in
a small bathroom stall, they made
the decision that would determine
if a man would die.
“Even in the best circumstances imaginable, even on a walking
path in the valley with fair skies
and sweet breezes, the four members of the Madison crew would
have difficulty managing a halfmile litter carry by themselves,”
Howe wrote. “In the cold and
dark and rain and rocks and wind,
they would have no chance at all
…. All of these thoughts were in
the women’s bathroom, and even
though not all of them were said
out loud, the hut crew knew that
they’d decided.”
But even with these sobering
stories of death and pain, Howe
doesn’t lessen the attraction of the
White Mountains. Their beauty
remains strong in the mind of
the reader, but they must be re-

See BOOK, page 8
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BOOK
From page 7

SKI
From page 7

spected and not underestimated.
It’s that message of respect for the
elements and mountains that stays
with the reader long after the final
page.
“Not Without Peril: 150 Years
of Misadventure on the Presidential Range of New Hampshire” is
$18.95 and can be ordered directly
from the Appalachian Mountain
Club at www.outdoors.org.

Mountain Resort, said that even
without snow in the valleys, the
wet snow in the mountains has
helped keep quality skiing at Big
Mountain.
“Our total snowfall has been
below average, but our settled
base has been average,” he said,
adding that the wet snow is much
more resilient and sticks around
longer, which is helpful for building a good snow base.
This year, the settled snow base
of Big Mountain is 72 inches, two

justin.franz@umontana.edu

more inches than this time last
year but eight inches fewer than
two years ago.
But like everyone else in the
snow business, Clapp said the
more it snows, the better.
“We’d love to have Mother Nature send some more white stuff
our way,” he said.
Snow conditions at area resorts as of Tuesday night:
Snowbowl, Missoula – 22 inches at the base, 55 at the summit,
with two inches of fresh snow on
the entire mountain.
Discovery, Philipsburg – 30 to
50 inches over the entire mountain, with seven inches in the last
72 hours.
Big Mountain, Whitefish – 52
inches at the base, 72 at the summit, with one inch of new snow at
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the base.
Lost Trail, Conner – 48 inches
at the base, 54 at the summit, with

“We’d love to
have Mother
Nature send
some more white
stuff our way.”
-Donnie Clapp, public
relations official for
Whitefish Mountain Resort

two inches of new snow over the
whole mountain within the last
few days.

Blacktail, Lakeside – 56 inches
of snow is settled mid-mountain,
with no new snow in the last few
days.
Lookout Pass, Wallace, Idaho
– 48 inches of snow at the base, 83
at the summit, with three inches of
fresh snow in the last 24 hours.
Silver Mountain, Kellogg, Idaho – 27 inches at the base, 53 at the
summit, with three inches of fresh
snow over the past 48 hours.
Weather outlook for the weekend, according to the National
Weather Service in Missoula:
Snow and clouds for the Missoula area for the rest of the week,
with patches of fog. Temperatures
will remain in the 20s and low 30s.
The same will go for the Flathead
and Bitterroot Regions, but farther
east, toward Helena, the sun will
have a better chance of shining.
justin.franz@umontana.edu
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The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
best judgement and investigate fully any
offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.
FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 mins. from Missoula.
$44-$66/night. Rock Creek Cabins.
251-6611.
4 bed room home for rent 1100 per month.
Call Jim at 406-846-1000.
Room for rent near University! $435 a
month, No Pets! Call Ashley at
(406) 214-2929

Montana Kaimin
Office Staff:

kiosk
KAIMIN

SERVICES
Basic Wildfire Training, April 10-11 and
April 17-18; for info
call 543-0013
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Student
discount! Computer Central 136 E.
Broadway 542-6540

AD REPRESENTATIVES:
Tes Schaefer
Holly Calloway

R AT E S
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.15 per 5-word line/day

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.

Off Campus
$1.25 per 5-word line/day

Lost and found ads may be placed in
the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.

FOR SALE
Sexy Sweetheart Sale February 13th 7 to 7
Stensrud Building across from Kettlehouse
Brewery. LOVELY Vintage and Retro
Dresses & Hats Costume jewelry, pretty
pumps & bags. Vintage Sewing Patterns!
363-3473.
Cheap but reliable 4-door V-6 90’ Olds
$400. 537 E. Pine
Call Darell (619) 616-9697.

HELP WANTED
Looking for minimal home health care to
include pets, errands and occasional help
with lifting and transitioning male MS
patient in exchange for free rent in private
furnished lower level living quarters.
Male or couple applicants preferred due
to necessary lifting. Send resume and a
minimum of two reference letters to P.O.
Box 17737, Missoula, MT 59808.

MISCELLANEOUS
January 29 is the last day for groups to
turn in their recognition forms if they did
not do so in the Fall Semester. “Remember
to attend the Budgeting Informational
Session on February 1st or February 2nd.”
PERSONALS
Counseling and Psychological Services.
Personal counseling appointments
available. Please call 243-4711
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Megan Ravenscraft
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