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Curry faces $4M 
renovation vote

Amy Sisk
Montana Kaimin

Megan Jae Riggs/ Montana Kaimin
Graduate student Ricky Swatek studies in the Mansfield Library Tuesday afternoon. Swatek says he likes the convenience and quiet. 
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See CURRY, page 8

Curry Health Center will seek 
approval this week to renovate 
the interior of its facility since it 
has maxed out its ability to serve 
an increasing student population, 
said Director David Bell.

He and University of Montana 
administrators will make a trip to 
Bozeman to ask the Board of Re-
gents to approve a $4 million reno-
vation project that could begin as 
early as next spring and last 18 
months. The regents, who govern 
the state’s public higher education 
institutions, will discuss the pro-
posal Thursday and vote Friday.

“The requests haven’t neces-
sarily stopped, but the number of 
actual visits into the health center 
plateaued because we’re at capac-
ity,” Bell said. “We don’t have the 
capacity to be able to continue to 
provide the same level of access 
that we really value and students 

 CAMPUS

In 2010, the University of Montana 
made an ambitious promise to be car-
bon neutral by 2020. This week, in a 
three-part series, the Kaimin checks 
in on UM’s plan to meet that goal with 
a proposed woody biomass boiler. 
Part Three takes a look at costs asso-
ciated with the biomass plant.

It may be difficult to imagine $16 
million. But the University of Mon-
tana is asking students and the Mis-
soula community to think about that 
much money with the school’s pro-
posed woody biomass boiler plant.

The plant could mostly replace 
natural gas as the fuel source heat-
ing campus in an effort to reduce 

Cost of proposed biomass plant still volatile

Hannah J. Ryan
Montana Kaimin

UM’s carbon footprint. Yet natural 
gas prices are sitting at a 13-month 
low, according to a report this week 
by CNBC.

UM currently has a $6.5 million 
budget for utilities, and spent $1.8 
million of that on natural gas to heat 
campus last year. The biomass plant 
is estimated to save $1 million.

Tyler Abrams, a senior sales ex-
ecutive at Nexterra, said right now 
natural gas prices are low, but that’s 
not guaranteed to last.

“Who knows where the price 
of natural gas will be in the future,” 
Abrams said. “What makes these 
projects work economically is that 
they depend on the low, constant fuel 
of biomass. Biomass fuel is renewable 
and there is much less of a swing in 
its price.”

Nexterra is the company UM 
hired to build the million-dollar bio-
mass plant. Nexterra is a Canadian 

biomass boiler manufacturer, and 
UM selected it after studying eight 
energy firms.

“Boilers have been around for a 
long time,” said Tim Tolman, Mon-
tana’s representative for McKinstry, 
the energy consulting firm oversee-
ing the UM biomass project. “Nex-
terra is learning and developing new 
practices on an old system and apply-
ing them.”

For every year the plant is main-
tained, McKinstry would receive a 
measurement and verification fee of 
about $110,000 from UM. McKin-
stry’s guarantee is that the biomass 
plant will save as much money as the 
company determined it would in its 
feasibility study — $1 million.

“As we’ve worked through this 
we’ve had to add scrubbers and all this 
environmental stuff that has jacked 
up the price so that we can say in good 
faith that we’ve a clean project,” UM 

Vice President Bob Duringer said. 
Hugh Jesse, UM director of facili-

ties, said the boilers currently heating 
UM were installed in the ‘60s. The 
lifespan of these natural gas boilers 
will be extended because the new bio-
mass-fueled boilers will do the major-
ity of the work. The natural gas boilers 
would only be used for backup, when 
maintenance is needed and during 
peak heating needs during the winter. 
Biomass costs questioned

Yet, some question the economic 
feasibility of biomass fuel over natu-
ral gas.

“Unless prices go up dramatically, 
I don’t think biomass will ever com-
pete with natural gas on a cost basis,” 
said Scott Nichols, president of Tarm 
Biomass, which is a company in New 
Hampshire that distributes biomass 
boilers. “But biomass competes in 
other ways, like its emission reduction 
possibilities and that it is a renewable 

resource that comes from this coun-
try.”

Natural gas is a good fuel for right 
now, he said, as people are still trying 
to figure out what to do when fossil 
fuels run out.

In May, Mike Burke, chief engi-
neer at UM’s heating plant, wrote the 
Montana University System Board of 
Regents, which overseas all high edu-
cation in Montana, offering his con-
cerns about the biomass plant. Part of 
his opposition to the plant included 
the financial aspects of the project.

“I don’t think there is $1 million 
savings in this project to be gotten 
in the differential between gas prices 
and wood,” he wrote in his letter. 
“The current scenario is ‘rosy’ in the 
assumptions being made.” 

Burke wrote that McKinstry 
cannot guarantee the future cost 
differences between biomass and 

See BIOMASS, page 8
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By Cody Wooden

A sparkling scam

THE SANE 
ENVIRONMENTALIST

SPORTS
               Downtime with Daniel: Griz-Cat

By Daniel Mediate, sports editor

Water, as we know, is essential to life. As Americans, we have 
government bodies like the Environmental Protection Agency 
that promise that clean water flows from our taps. So why do we 
pay for bottled water?

A bottle of all-natural, sparkling, glacier spring water might 
sound tasty when your mouth is dry. Unfortunately, those pic-
tures of mountaintop waterfalls shown on that little plastic wrap-
per falsely capture the beauty of your bottled water source. Grant-
ed, it is pretty hard to make a tap seem appealing when the water 
flowing out of it doesn’t come in a nifty square bottle.  

Here in Missoula, we are lucky to have a constant supply of deli-
cious water right underneath our feet in the form of the Missoula 
aquifer. Comparably, our tap water is damn good. In places like my 
hometown of Phoenix, the tap water is hard and gritty, making it 
tough to drink. Bottled water is the norm there, and I’m the crazy one 
when I fill up my Nalgene from the tap.  

Personally, I think bottled water is a scam. According to Fast 
Company, Americans spend more than $15 billion a year on bot-
tled water — an expense that could easily be avoided by drink-
ing tap water. Sure, bottled water might taste better sometimes, 
but would it surprise you that most bottled water is actually tap 
water? Nestle, the name I always associate with quality water, 
was sued over false advertising claims in 2003. Their spring water 
brand, Poland Spring, actually came from ground water in New 
England that had been heavily treated, not a spring outside War-
saw. 

The most interesting part of the bottled water issue is that it’s 
not just one argument environmentalists beat to death — bottled 
water is unsustainable in other ways too. The World Wildlife 
Fund estimates that 1.5 million tons of plastic are used globally 
for bottling water every year, and when it’s estimated that nine 
out of 10 bottles end up in the garbage, that is a lot of plastic waste. 
For bottles that were only meant to be used once before they are 
pitched, this is nothing short of an enormous waste.

If we are talking about safety and purity, bottled water and 
tap water rival each other for overall quality. In many countries 
around the world, including Mexico, drinking the tap water is 
a bad idea, thus, bottled water is the only option if you want to 
avoid Montezuma’s Revenge  — a local name for an illness trav-
elers contract by drinking tainted water. But in a country like 
ours where tap water is so tightly regulated and filtered, spend-
ing money on bottled water is absurd, especially as the average 
American throws away 170 plastic bottles every year. 

The solution? Your sink. Saving money and helping the envi-
ronment might be as simple as giving tap water a chance the next 
time you find yourself utterly parched.

cody.wooden@umontana.edu

UM’s brand should focus on 
good education, good teachers

Inspired by the UM admin-
istration’s recent announce-
ment of a $200K investment 
into a “brand strategy devel-
opment initiative”, I put on my 
thinking cap. Borrowing from 
playwright Arthur Miller, and 
perhaps a little from authors 
William Kittredge and Annick 
Smith, here’s my one-million-
dollar idea: brand UM as a 
place (the `last best place’?) to 
receive a quality education!

To ensure fulfillment of the 
promise for years to come, pay 
the professionals who deliver 
that education respectable sala-
ries  — in contrast to the sub-
living wages of many support 
staff and last-in-nation sala-
ries of many faculty. Maybe I 
should have been a professor of 
Marketing instead of holing up 
in my mathematical tower.

Mark Kayll
Professor of mathematics

Veterans Day doesn’t just rec-
ognize old vets

I walked into a coffee shop in 
Missoula on Nov. 11 and heard 
an older man speaking loudly 
to two other older men, in order 
to make sure all the students 
with their laptops out would 
hear. “For being such a liberal 
school, I don’t know why they 
take Veterans Day off.”  I imme-
diately walked right over to him 
and said, “Perhaps it’s because 
more than 10 percent of the stu-
dent population are veterans.” 
He shut up and nodded. What I 
want to hear are some older gen-
tlemen that can at least acknowl-
edge the fact that it is a different 

LETTERS
to the EDITOR

generation that has been fight-
ing a 10-year-old war. These are 
not 60 and 70-year-old men on 
the battlefield. Some respect, for 
everyone, would go a lot further 
in honoring veterans. Isn’t that 
what we fought for?

Nick Fry
Sophomore, wildlife biology

Retired SSG, US 
Army Paratroopers

27 months 
deployed OIF/OEF

•ONLINE: Occupy the Oval. 
American debt. Poverty in 
Missoula. Read more at www.
montanakaimin.com/opinion

It’s the one Saturday a year in 
Montana when you are one of 
two things: a Montana State 

Bobcats fan or a Montana Griz-
zlies fan. 

This year’s contest in Bozeman 
between the No. 1 Bobcats hosting 
the No. 7 Grizzlies on Saturday at 
noon is going to be a war for all 
the marbles — just the way foot-
ball fans want it.

Here’s a breakdown of the 
game:
Quarterbacks 

Montana sophomore quarter-
back Jordan Johnson has emerged 
as a leader in his first full season 
playing, despite being hampered 
by injuries. But the advantage goes 
to Bobcats’ QB Denarius McGhee. 
The versatile Texas native can ex-
tend plays with his arm or feet.

Wide receivers
Bobcats’ wide receiver Tanner 

Bleskin is a physical pass-catcher 
who has a knack for getting under 
defenders’ skin. 

The Grizzlies have the advan-

tage with a slew of talented sure-
handed WRs. Led by senior Jabin 
Sambrano, the Grizzlies have too 
many threats to shut down. 
Running backs

UM has a corral of tremendous 
ball carriers. It’s just a matter of 
them being healthy. 

MSU’s tailback tandem of 
Kirk and Robinson has piled up 
impressive numbers. Kirk has 
amassed 1,188 yards and 14 scores, 
while Robinson has gained 571 
yards. The advantage favors MSU 
on this one.
Defense

Montana State’s defense has 
blanketed the field this year, but 
has struggled with injuries. Both 
the Cats and the Griz are surren-
dering about 21 points a game, 
but UM is led by a crew of smash-

mouth defenders. Bryan Wald-
hauser, Trumaine Johnson and 
Caleb McSurdy should make an 
impact on the Bobcats’ run-and-
gun offense. 
Special teams

Bobcat Jason Cunningham 
has nailed kicks all season. Like-
wise, Griz Brody McKnight re-
cently turned in a six field goal 
performance. McKnight has been 
named the Player of the Week on 
special teams three times this sea-
son. He’ll be looking for a fourth.
Intangibles

The Bobcats have the No. 1 
ranking and home-field advan-
tage. But this season the Grizzlies 
have avenged losses to Cal Poly, 
Eastern Washington and Weber 
State from last year. MSU is the 
last team on their hit list. 

daniel.mediate@umontana.edu

The Montana Kaimin, in its 114th 
year, is published by the students 
of The University of Montana, Mis-
soula. The UM School of Journal-
ism uses the Montana Kaimin for 
practice courses but assumes no 
control over policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is printed on 
campus by Printing and Graphics.
Send letters to the editor to 
opinion@montanakaimin.com. 
Editorials are discussed and writ-
ten by Kaimin editors. 

Editor
Jayme Fraser             

Business Manager
Curtis Black

News Editors
Dillon Kato

Heidi Groover
Victoria Edwards

Arts+Culture Editor
Michael Beall

Sports Editor
Daniel Mediate

Photo Editor
Sally Finneran
Design Editor
Billie Loewen

Multimedia Editor
Brady Moore
Web Editor

Jeremy Meine
Reporters
Cody Blum

Emily Creasia
Tom Holm

Paige Huntoon
Camillia Lanham

Amy Sisk
Videographer
Beth Beechie

Arts+Culture Reporters 
Emily Downing

Lizzy Duffy
Brooks Johnson
Hannah J. Ryan

Sports Reporters
Kyle Houghtaling

Jessica Neary
Alexandria Valdez

Court Weston
Photographers

Forest Chaput de Sain-
tonge

Nick Gast
Tim Goessman
Megan Jae Riggs

Designers
Lindsey Galipeau

Tor Haugan

Carli Krueger
Justine Schulerud

Copy Editors
Bethany Bea
Alice Krebill
Missy Lacock

Claire Mikeson
Ali Murray

Masaki Nakagawa
Matt Wier
Chris Wells
Columnists

Bryn Hagfors
Linds Sanders
Kyle Schmauch

Bekhi Spika
Cody Wooden

Cartoonist
Valerie Rinder

montanakaimin
Newsroom Phone 406-243-4310       Business Office Phone 406-243-6541

EDITOR COLUMN

ENVIRONMENTAL COLUMN



NEWS 3Montana Kaimin
Thursday,  November 17, 2011

Micah Nielsen was laid off 
twice this year and lives be-
low the poverty line as a full-
time college student.

Nielsen is an Associated 
Students of the University of 
Montana senator and chair 
of the ASUM Student Politi-
cal Action Committee, which 
is hosting a panel Thursday 
called “The Politics of Pov-
erty.”

Nielsen said her focus on 
social issues, paired with her 
personal experiences, trig-
gered her interest in politics.

She’s tried to get food 
stamps, but said since she 
only works 16 hours a week 

More than just a ‘poor college student’
Emily Creasia
Montana Kaimin

CAMPUS

instead of 20, she doesn’t 
qualify. 

The ASUM committee is 
also putting a petition to-
gether asking Congress and 

President Obama to make 
food stamps available to 
more college students.

Nielsen said it’s not okay 
for students to have to choose 
between funding college and 
basic needs.

“Do I choose between pay-
ing all my rent, 
or buying food?” 
Nielsen asked. 
“My cell phone and 
Internet bills, or 
books?” 

Nielsen, a senior 
from Billings study-
ing political science, 
said people shouldn’t 
be embarrassed talk-
ing about poverty.

“It’s a common 
thing in our soci-

ety for people to assume if 
you can afford college then 
you can afford books, food, 

rent, living expenses,” she 
said. “We write it off as being 
a ‘poor college student’ but 
it’s not okay.”

State Representative and 
former executive director 
of the Poverello Center El-
lie Hill, D-Missoula, plans 
to take part in the panel and 
said students have the abil-

ity to create change just by 
paying attention to state and 
local politics.

“The cuts that are being 
made are a reflection of our 
community values,” Hill 
said. “Students need to pay 
attention to the people who 
are making decisions about 

See POVERTY, page 7

It’s a common thing in our 
society for people to assume 
if you can afford college then 
you can afford books, food, 
rent (and) living expenses.

Micah Nielsen, ASUM senator and
Student Political Action Committee shair

“

”
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Nick Gast/Montana Kaimin

Jordan Sullivan of the Lady Griz is fouled as she goes up for a shot against Montana Tech Wednesday at Dahlberg Arena. Sullivan finished with 7 points in the 
76-45 Lady Griz win.

Coming off two close loss-
es last weekend, the Lady 
Griz basketball team looked 
to notch a win.

The women raced out to an 
early lead and never looked 
back as they defeated the 
Montana Tech Orediggers 
on Wednesday night 76-45 in 
Dahlberg Arena.  

Coming into the second 
half the Diggers were down 
25 points to the Griz. Fresh-
man Montana Tech guard 
Mandy Machinal led the team 
in points the first half, with 
five, and teammates fresh-

LADY

Alexandria Valdez
Montana Kaimin

GRIZ
BEAT
TECH

man Brianne McClafferty and 
sophomore Kelsey Dewitt 
chipped in three points each. 

As the game progressed 
the Diggers began playing 
more aggressively than they 
did in the first half, making 
steals and knocking the ball 
away from Griz players.  

Montana junior guard 
Kenzie De Boer combated 
Montana Tech’s pesky play, 
getting two steals and con-
tributing eight points in the 
second half. 

At the 16:17 minute mark 
Montana had one of its larg-
est leads of the night at 28 
points, but the last ten min-
utes Montana Tech tried to 

chip away at the Lady Griz-
zlies’ advantage.  

Sophomore guard Dan-
nielle Devenny scored two 
3-pointers in 46 seconds, 
making the difference in the 
game 23 points. Montana 
answered back with fresh-
man Kellie Cole at 9:50 with 
a jumper.

“I thought we did a lot of 
things well,” Montana head 
coach Robin Selvig said. “I 
think obviously we took con-
trol the first half and I think 
Montana Tech has a good 
team. They run good things 
and they have some good 
players, but we jumped on 
them and they never really 

got going.” 
Sophomore Jordan Sulli-

van scored the opening points 
for Montana with a jumper in 
the opening moments, and 
Montana Tech answered with 
a 2-pointer by junior Shay 
Murphy.  The smallest point 
difference the whole night 

would be two points before 
the Griz quickly ran away 
with the game. 

“We played tougher de-
fense,” junior guard Kenzie 
De Boer said. “I mean, we 
got tons of steals and in the 

first half we held them to 15 
points, which is awesome. 
Coming off of last week’s 
losses it was just good for 
us to get out there and play 
strong this week.” 

De Boer was referring to 
the team’s trip over the week-
end where they traveled to 
Chicago to open their season 
at the Maggie Dixon Classic 
tourney in Chicago, falling  to 
Samford University 59-45 and 
Saint Mary’s on a last second 
basket 67-65. 

Montana (1-2) hosts the 
Idaho Vandals at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday. 

Alexandria.valdez@umontana.edu

See BASKETBALL, page 6



of the

No matter how a season is 
going or what may be on the 
line, there is nothing like de-
feating a rival.

Rivalries are sports’ greatest 
traits. They draw the most atten-
tion, signify the most meaning 
and cause emotions among all 
people involved.

When it comes to college foot-
ball, there are few better rivalries 
than the “Brawl of the Wild,” 
which features the Montana 
Grizzlies and the Montana State 
Bobcats.

Come Saturday, the 111th meet-
ing between the two schools will 
be played out in Bozeman.

“If you’re from Montana, 
you’re born into the rivalry,” UM 
senior defensive end Ryan Fether-
ston said. “Whether you’re for the 
Bobcats or the Griz, it sticks with 
you for life.”

The UM-MSU rivalry dates 
back to 1897, Montana’s inaugu-
ral season. Through 110 meet-
ings, the Grizzlies hold a 69-36-5 
advantage.

“I think it’s the eighth-biggest 
rivalry in the nation,” Fetherston 
said. “And you know that every-
one in the state Saturday will be 
filled with watching this game.”

If the usual hype surrounding 
the Cat-Griz matchup was not 
enough, the 2011 version offers 
more significance than most. This 
year’s “Brawl of the Wild” will de-
termine the Big Sky Conference 
champion.

With an unscathed confer-
ence record of 7-0, the Bobcats 
(9-1 overall) hold sole posses-
sion of first place. The Grizzlies 
are currently second at 6-1 in Big 
Sky play and 8-2 overall.

Tim Kupsick/Montana Kaimin archive
Sophomore wide receiver Tyler Palmer misses a pass from Cole Bergquist in the second quarter against Montana State on Saturday, Nov. 17, 2007, in Bozeman.

“When it comes down to it, 
you’re playing for a champion-
ship,” Fetherston said. “Ultimately, 
we want a national championship, 
but beating the Cats and winning 
the Big Sky is one of our goals, and 
has been since day one.”

After starting the season 2-2, 
Montana has won six straight and 
are ranked No. 7 in the Football 
Championship Subdivision. Mon-
tana State is No. 1 and has racked 
up nine straight victories.

Each team comes off a bye 
week, which is usually thought to 

be an added advantage for teams.
“I’d rather have seven days to 

deal with this lead-up than 14, to 
be honest,” MSU head coach Rob 
Ash said. “There is so much hype 
surrounding this rivalry game 
that I’d like it to come quicker.”

UM second-year head coach 
Robin Pflugrad agrees with Ash 
but for different reasons.

“You like to have a bye week 
for health reasons,” Pflugrad said. 
“But when you have some mo-
mentum going, you want to go 
out and keep it going.”

Not only does the winner of 
Saturday’s contest keep its win-
ning streak intact and claim the 
Big Sky crown, it will maintain its 

momentum into the playoffs.
If the Bobcats win, they will 

most likely maintain their No. 1 

Court Weston
Montana Kaimin

See BRAWL, page 6

Brawl Wild
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ranking, which would seem-
ingly grant them the first seed 
in the playoffs. Montana is 
looking to rise in the rankings 
with a win and better its play-
off seeding.

Being ranked No. 1 in the FCS 
could make a team a target for 
all other opponents and cause 
a team to panic under pressure. 
However, Ash said he does not 
see his team’s ranking as any 
added stress, but as a deserved 

BRAWL
From page 5

accomplishment.
“I don’t consider it a bull’s-

eye at all,” he said. “I don’t 
think that’s a factor at all. I take 
it as a compliment for my foot-
ball team.”

Regardless of record or 
ranking, Fetherston says the 
Cat-Griz rivalry is about some-
thing more.

“Even without the rankings, 
this game means a lot,” Fether-
ston said. “I know they are 
number one, but we’re number 
seven, and that’s pretty good. 
We’re not looking at rankings; 

we just want to beat the Cats.
“It’s my senior year, so it’s 

about pride. We want to have 
bragging rights, and it would 
mean a ton to end my collegiate 
career having beaten MSU one 
last time.”

Fetherston is optimistic 
about his team’s chances at 
avenging last year’s 21-16 loss 
at home to Montana State.

“I’d say we have a lot of con-
fidence,” he said. “We’re really 
meshing as a team, playing as 
a unit. The interesting thing is, 
I’ve never seen team coordina-

tion like this, so it’s exciting to 
experience.”

Although it is Fetherston’s 
final year, signs are pointing to 
Pflugrad continuing his stint as 
UM head coach.

“I’ve been learning a lot of 
things throughout this year,” 
Pflugrad said. “One thing that 
I knew coming in, though, was 
that this is a tremendous rival-
ry. It’s as good as there is in the 
country.”

Both Montana and Mon-
tana State realize what’s at 
stake. Both teams have had 

two weeks to prepare for each 
other. Yet, both teams know to 
prepare for the unexpected.

“It’s going to be hard to 
throw a shut out for either 
team with these great of-
fenses,” Fetherston said. “Or it 
could be 2-0. That’s what’s so 
great about rivalries; you never 
know what’s going to happen.”

And as a rivalry with a 
championship on the line, it’s 
sure to make for an entertain-
ing weekend.

mark.weston@umontana.edu

first half we held them to 15 
points, which is awesome. 
Coming off of last week’s loss-
es it was just good for us to 
get out there and play strong 
this week.” 

De Boer was referring to 
the team’s trip over the week-

BASKETBALL
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end where they traveled to 
Chicago to open their season 
at the Maggie Dixon Clas-
sic tourney. The team fell  to 
Samford University 59-45 and 
Saint Mary’s on a last second 
basket 67-65. 

Montana (1-2) hosts the 
Idaho Vandals at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday. 

Alexandria.valdez@umontana.edu

Nick Gast/Montana Kaimin
Tianna Ware (33) drives against Montana Tech during a 76-45 win Wednesday 
night at Dahlberg Arena. The win is the Lady Griz’s first of the season.

www.MONTANAKAIMIN.com
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POVERTY
From page 3

their lives, from the subsidies 
they are getting for student 
loans to tuition and educa-
tion funding.”

Nielsen said she’s using 
her loan to pay her rent in 
the Lewis and Clark Villages 
and doesn’t have a savings 
account anymore. 

In 2009, 47,204 college 
students nationwide identi-
fied themselves as homeless, 
according to the Association 
for the Education of Home-
less Children and Youth.

“I was risking eviction 
last year because I couldn’t 
pay rent,” Nielsen said. “I 
have an extremely generous 
roommate that buys gro-
ceries for both of us … we 
eat a lot of Top Ramen and 

noodles and food bought in 
bulk.”

Nielsen said there’s a dif-
ference between absolute 
poverty and relative poverty.  
Absolute poverty is a global 
standard of people living 
on $1.25 a day. Relative pov-
erty is poverty as it applies 
to your local community; in 
Missoula, that’s $4.50 a day, 
which she said is less than 
$11,000 a year.

ASUM Senator Topher 
Williams, who also plans to 
participate in the panel, said 
homelessness directly af-
fects students at UM.

“We have students here 
who are homeless,” Wil-
liams said. “They might 
be couch surfing or stay-
ing with friends, but when 
it comes down to it, they’re 
homeless.”

Williams said students 
don’t need to give homeless 
people money to help them.

“Ask them what they 
need,” Williams said. “Do 
they need a burger? Maybe 
they need tampons or tooth-
paste or a toothbrush.”

Hill said as Thanksgiving 
approaches, people should 
appreciate what they have.

“What I’ve learned as a 
state legislator is that the im-
poverished don’t have a lob-
byist,” she said. “No one is 
standing up for them.”

emily.creasia@umontana.edu

APPLY 

Designers 

The Montana Kaimin is looking 
to hire for every position for 
the spring semester.

Applications are due Nov. 28 
by 5 p.m. in DAH 208.

Writers 

TODAY! 

Photographers

FYI Politics of 
Poverty

Where: University Center atrium

When: Thursday, Nov. 17,
    from 12-1 p.m.
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Lost and found ads may be placed 
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can 
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
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DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email: 
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
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LOST & FOUND
13” Macbook Air dissapeared in Mansfield 
Library Friday 11 November Liberal 
Reward Charles 549-0774
Found:  Green mittens on floor of Fine 
Arts Building.  Tuesday Nov. 15th.  Call or 
text if they are yours 435-640-6073.

FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 minutes away from 
Missoula. $45-65/night. Rock Creek 
Cabins 251-6611.

FOR SALE
Condo in University area. 2 bed, 2 baths. 
Great view of the “M” from deck. Covered 
parking. Open house Sunday 11/20, 
1-2:30pm. Call 546-2260. www.lambros.
com/zappknapp Dial 552-0901 code #1557

HELP WANTED
Female Model Wanted - $100/hr - Fine 
Art Figure Photography - email face shot 
to Julia at jkern@bresnan.net or call 406-
570-8653 for more information

WANTED- Local artists for upcoming 1st 
Friday Gallery Walks at great downtown 
location.  Contact info@ccmissoula.com
Missoula Strikers Soccer association is 
looking for an experienced soccer coach.  
This position would run from January thru 
mid-June.  2-3 practices per week games 
April –June, most Saturdays and a few 
full weekend tournaments.  Please send a 
resume to info@missoulastrikers.com.

PERSONALS
Pets deserve a smoke-free home. Quit for 
your furry friend. CHC 112
I SUPPORT TOBACCO FREE UM 
“I love to breathe clean air on campus, 
the place I spend most of my time.”                 
- anonymous UM student

SERVICES
Reliable pc/laptop repair. Voted best of 
Missoula 2011. Student discounts! 136 E. 
Broadway Computer Central 542-6540

MISCELLANEOUS
Missoula Water Now and The Top Hat are 
co-sponsoring the showing of Blue Gold, a 
documentary about the privatization of the 
world’s water supply. The movie will show 
at the Top Hat, 134 W. Front St. Sunday, 
November 20th at 7PM. Admission is free.

SONG OF THE DAY

Loca People - Sak Noel

really value.”
He added that students will 

not see an increase in fees to pay 
for the renovation. Curry staff 
have already saved $1 million to 
fund the project and are seeking 
approval to apply for a $3 million 
INTERCAP loan from the state 
government. Bell said the loan 
would be paid off over the next 15 
years.

The proposed renovation comes 
at a time when some students have 
resorted to extreme measures to 

CURRY
From page 1

gain access to Curry’s services.
Sophomore Chelsea Niewald 

made appointments at Curry sev-
eral times over the past year and 
still had to sit for hours waiting for 
a doctor. When she and her room-
mate came down with the flu last 
spring, she called to make an ap-
pointment and was told all open-
ings were filled for the next two 
weeks.

So the pair decided to walk to 
Curry to see if they would have 
better luck in person by exagger-
ating their symptoms. In the past, 
Niewald was turned away after 
being told that unless the condi-

natural gas. Tax payers and students 
are the ones who will be making up 
the difference in the end.

Burke wouldn’t comment or elab-
orate on his letter for this article.

Woodam Chung, a researcher 

tion was life-threatening or dan-
gerous, the health center could not 
fit her in.

“We told a little fib that we 
were feeling faint and had rapid 
heartbeats just so we could get 
in and get medication to stop the 
vomiting so we could make it to 
class,” she said.

The two were able to see a doc-
tor and receive medication, but 
their difficulty making an ap-
pointment is not a unique case.

Bell said dental appointment 
slots for the entire semester fill 
up within the first few weeks. He 
added that counseling and medi-

cal services face similar schedul-
ing problems, which the renova-
tion should help to ease.

“It will take poorly utilized 
square footage inside the building 
and put it to good use,” he said. 

The health center was origi-
nally built with an infirmary con-
taining a full commercial kitchen 
that has not been used in years. 
Additionally, the hall next to the 
dental clinic and health enhance-
ment area actually led to a hos-
pital ward in the 1960s. The hall-
way had to be constructed wide 
enough to accommodate stretch-
ers, which are no longer used in 

that part of the health center.
Curry’s last remodel took place 

15 years ago, but some portions of 
the building have not seen a face-
lift for more than three decades.

The next step is to find an ar-
chitect to draw up final plans and 
then collect bids from contractors, 
Bell said. To minimize impact on 
Curry’s operations during the 
construction process, he said he 
would look to the architect and 
builders for advice on where to 
temporarily relocate services.

amy.sisk@umontana.edu

BIOMASS
From page 8

in UM’s College of Forestry and 
Conservation, studies the sources of 
woody biomass, how it can be col-
lected and in what ways it can be used 
to make energy that’s worth its price 
tag. His research is independent from 
the university’s biomass project.

“It’s all about economic viability,” 
Chung said. “How can we bring what 

used to be waste to a place where it 
can be processed to produce energy 
cost-efficiently?”

To make biomass projects feasible 
there has to be a place close to where 
trees are harvested as well as the loca-
tion where the fuel will be turned into 
energy to ensure that making bioen-
ergy pays off, he said.

Chung said he would not comment 
on UM’s proposed biomass plant be-
cause he wants to keep his scientific 
research separate from his employers 
projects. 

Making biomass feasible is not an 
easy task, he said. There are many 
social and environmental issues to 
address: wildlife habitat, different 

•ONLINE: What else the re-
gents will discuss
www.montanakaimin.com

Past President 
George Denni-
son announces 
goal to be 
carbon neutral 
by 2020

UM first 
announces 
plan to build 
a woody bio-
mass boiler 
on campus

UM holds 
Q & A 
panels on 
campus 

 Board of 
Regents 
approve 
biomass 
plant 

Missoula health 
department 
grants UM 
biomass plant 
air permit

Deadline 
expires for 
biomass fuel 
contract with 
no bidders 

Environmen-
tal groups 
file second 
appeal on air 
permit  

President Royce 
Enstrom ap-
proves the plant’s 
Environmental 
Assessment 

The Air Pol-
lution Control 
Board hears 
appeal and 
postpones deci-
sion

April 22 2010 Oct. 10 2010 Dec. 2010-
Feb. 2011

May 20 2011 June 22 2011 Aug. 2011 Sept. 28 2011 Oct. 10 2011 Nov. 2 2011

land ownerships, forestry manage-
ment objectives and the available 
technologies.

“Someday we’ll be there,” he 
said. 

hannah.ryan@umontana.edu 

Look for coverage of the final 
hearing on the biomass plant’s 
air quality permit on Friday. 
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