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Students are heard at “U Matter”
Linds Sanders
Montana Kaimin
About 70 students participated in the “U Matter” forum
Monday evening to address
sexual assault at the University
of Montana.
Students sat at separate
tables and individually addressed five questions. The
questions were geared toward
shaping the students’ perspective on the definition, causes,
consequences and prevention
of sexual violence. Tables were
designated to be all male, all female, both and gender queer/
transgender to accommodate
all comfort levels.
ASUM President Jenifer
Gursky was passionate about
hosting a student forum.
“In order to reach long-lasting results we must engage student input,” she said.
Gursky and a number of organizations including the Student Assault Resource Center,
the Woman’s Resource Center,
National Coalition Building
Institute, Curry Health Center,
the University Center and Student Affairs have been planning this forum since the first
week of the semester.
“We didn’t want to have a forum for forum’s sake,” Gursky

said. “We wanted to be sure all
the elements were there for students to have a voice and feel
safe.”
SARC representatives were
at the forum to assist students
who were particularly affected
by the nature of the discussions. NCBI members facilitated each table’s discussion to ensure the conversation remained
respectful. All but three ASUM
members volunteered their
time to work as transcribers to
record each student’s input on
large flip boards. Each table’s
answers will be typed into a report and shared at the student
forum on Feb. 22.
Senior Christa Timmerman
came to the forum to hear the
opinions of her fellow peers
and give her insight.
“This opened the floodgates
to conversation,” Timmerman
said, “even if it comes out of a
bad situation.”
The improvement Timmerman said she wishes to see is
more training and involvement
of faculty. She said it is common for students to confide in
teachers, and she has met some
staff members who have not
heard of SARC, the student resource on campus for survivors
of sexual violence and their
families.

Nick Gast/Montana Kaimin
An ASUM volunteer transcribes answers to the first of five questions asked to students during the “U Matter”
student forum in the University Ballroom on Monday evening. Answers to all the questions will be read aloud during
the Feb. 22 student forum.

After each table’s discussion,
NCBI’s executive director Amie
Thurber united the groups to
share some of their answers.
Each question proved to have
a variety of answers — from
small-scale ideas to broadscope comments.
Students agreed most on

how we, as a university, can better respond to sexual violence.
Many groups called for more
transparency from the University.
“Don’t act like it didn’t happen,” wrote one student.
UM President Royce Engstrom was present for an in-

troductory message before the
table discussions proceeded.
He stressed the value of hosting
an open dialogue about sexual
assault on campus.
“It is critically important we
tell our thoughts on this matter and how we can move forward,” Engstrom said.
linds.sanders@umontana.edu
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Future of Foresters’ Ball remains unclear
Spencer Veysey
Montana Kaimin
The Foresters’ Ball committee
worries the event could be canceled after harsh comments at a
community forum made university officials examine the culture
of binge drinking associated
with the ball.
UM President Royce Engstrom discussed the future of
the Foresters’ Ball with its sevenmember committee Friday. The
fear that the 95-year-old tradi-

tion could end sent a shock wave
through the campus community
and caused alumni, foresters and
students alike to rally in support
of the event. A rumor the ball
would disappear began at a community forum on the status of a
sexual assault investigation.
“There will never be another
event like this one on campus,”
dean of the College of Forestry
and Conservation Jim Burchfield
said on Tuesday night at the forum.
Foresters are working with

Volume CX1V Issue 63

university officials to try and preserve the legacy of the ball.
“We are doing our best to
make sure the tradition continues,” said Jonah Vaughn, a member of the Foresters’ Ball committee.
The status of the event and
what it will look like in the future
is still up in the air, Vaughn said.
Much of the controversy began when people questioned the
safety of the ball during a community forum on a UM sex assault investigation

Former Montana Supreme
Court Justice Diane Barz was
hired in mid-December to investigate an allegation that UM
athletes were involved in a sexual
assault. Barz released a report on
the status of the investigation that
has grown to nine cases spanning a year and a half the week
before the forum.
During a question and answer session, former Griz football player Charles Burton held
up a copy of that day’s Kaimin
with the headline “From ball

U M ’s I n d e p e n d e n t C a m p u s N ew s p ap e r S i n c e 1 8 9 8

to drunken brawls” and complained that if student-athletes
had been involved in the rowdy
event it would have received a lot
more scrutiny.
“If a student-athlete was involved, we know that would
be a lot more serious. What will
be done about this Foresters’
Ball event where bad results occurred?” Burton said, reported
the Missoulian.
Over the last week Engstrom
met with provost Perry J. Brown
See BALL, page 12
@KaiminNews
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Digital Pickpockets
By Brady W. Moore

Google has gone and done it again. It’s created another, seemingly-awesome-but-in-reality-totally-useless tool. The people behind the project call it “a smart, virtual wallet for in-store and online shopping.”
Maybe it’s just me, but I’ve always kind of enjoyed having a
physical wallet in my back pocket. Google Wallet aims to replace
that hunk of leather lifting your butt cheek with that hunk of metal and plastic bulging in your pocket. The Google Wallet website
states, “The Google Wallet mobile app securely stores your credit
cards and offers on your phone. When you check out at brick-andmortar stores that accept Google Wallet, you can pay and redeem
offers quickly just by tapping your phone at the point of sale.” You
can also use your account to pay for products and services online.
What I take away from this is that instead of having two things
I can possibly drop while staggering around Dead Hipster, I would
have one. One item that contains pretty much everything I need.
My phone has already replaced plenty of things in my life. That
Bear Facts that I never wrote in? Now I have a calendar on my
phone that I never write in. That pile of CDs in my drawer? Now it’s
covered in dust, replaced by a 4.8-ounce metal box, with thousands
of songs. But the Bear Facts and the CDs were things I never really
liked in the first place. My wallet on the other hand, I love. I’ve had
the same one since my sophomore year of high school, and every
tear and scuff has a memory (likely one of me spending beyond
my means).
Additionally, the door is left wide open for hackers. C’mon in,
here’s every one of my credit cards. In fact, hacking into a Google
Wallet account takes no hacking skills at all. Last week it was discovered that by simply clearing the app’s data and starting “fresh,”
anyone can set a new PIN for the app, gaining access to any previously available funds. How is this possible? It’s just the way the
app was programmed. Google’s Vice President, Osama Bedier,
responded, saying, “Mobile payments are going to become more
common in the coming years, and we will learn much more as we
continue to develop Google Wallet. In the meantime, you can be
confident that the digital wallet you carry provides defenses that
plastic and leather simply don’t.”
Currently Google Wallet is only available on Sprint’s Nexus S
4G but Google has announced plans to work with other carriers
and devices in the near future. Here in Missoula there are only a
handful of places that even accept Google Wallet, including Sports
Authority, Best Buy and CVS.
I love technology. I’m kind of a huge nerd. Who would have
guessed that? But sometimes companies (Google ... ) take it too far.
Our lives already revolve around our phones and computers as it
is. It seems we may only be a few steps away from matching silver
jumpsuits and meals in pill form.
brady.moore@umontana.edu
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Brianna Sullivan

What’s your least and/or favorite thing
about Valentine’s day?
ONLINE For full answers, visit

ONLY: www.montanakaimin.com/multimedia

Joshua Wood

First year pharmacy

Sophomore, undeclared

“I’d have to say my favorite
thing about Valentine’s Day
is all the treats. And my least
favorite thing would be …
maybe eating all the treats
and feeling bad the next day.”

“My least favorite thing is
the stress of trying to find
the perfect gift or flowers or
whatnot for your spouse or
significant other. I hate it.”

T

here has been a culture
of alcohol surrounding not only Foresters’
Ball but Griz football games
and other UM events for a long
time. Foresters’ Ball has always
been a little rowdy in nature,
despite its advertisement as an
alcohol-free event. However,
in light of the campus-wide
sexual assault investigation, in
which alcohol is a major factor,
administrators are pointing
fingers anywhere they can to
crack down.
The University of Montana
doesn’t have too many annual
traditions, even if you include
the pumpkin that magically appears on top of the clock tower
every Halloween. Odds are
students wouldn’t write letters
to President Engstrom insisting the tradition continue if one
year Public Safety caught the
pumpkin man. However, when
the dean of the UM College
of Forestry and Conservation
suggested ending Foresters’
Ball after 95 years, event organizers urged students to write

Gage Stroop

Freshman, undeclared
“Um … all the love that
goes around, and my least
favorite part about it would
be the huge, creepy teddy
bears.”

EDITOR COLUMN

EDITORIAL

Drinking not just a problem at ball
letters in support of the tradition. Because students weren’t
invited to sit in on discussions
concerning the future of the
ball, write letters they did.
The problem is, doing away
with Foresters’ Ball will not
end the problem. Unless there
is a direct correlation between
Foresters’ Ball and the nine reported sexual assaults under
investigation, it’s silly to end
a tradition that raises thousands of dollars in scholarship
money for students. Student
organizers of the event have
gone above and beyond to keep
students safe. They made the
ball alcohol-free, hired staff to
search attendees for booze, and
hired more staff to kick out intoxicated partiers or get them
medical attention.

Now, it is UM’s turn.
Rather than point fingers at
students, it is time for UM to
rework policies and procedures
to change the attitude towards
drinking on campus.
Binge drinking and the
culture of alcohol surrounding UM events are big issues,
not only on campus but across
Montana. In 2011, the Centers
for Disease Control reported
Montana as 13th in the nation
for binge drinking.
Perhaps, rather than appearing to crack down on “reprehensible” actions of student
events by pointing fingers, the
administration should work
to develop more education
to combat the issue of binge
drinking on campus during
any event.
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POLICE BLOTTER
DOPE DEAL

Feb. 7, 8:25 p.m.
A woman reported a man
called her from Aber Hall
and offered to trade drugs for
the use of her car. There are
no suspects in the case.

THROUGH THE NET
Feb. 7-13

Over the course of a week
public safety officers re-

moved the same man 11 times
from the Music Building and
the University Center. The
man was found sleeping in
rehearsal rooms in the Music
Building several times and
scaring people at the UC. Officers learned the man has a
history of mental illness and
contacted his case worker on
Monday.

STOLEN STONES
Feb. 8, 8:30 p.m.

A woman reported 24 to 26
meditation stones stolen from
her room in Duniway Hall.
The value of the stones is unknown.

PEPPER PROBLEMS
Feb. 9, 9:09 a.m.

A man pepper-sprayed another man near the University

NEWS 3

Villages during an argument.
One of the men has a history of dispute with the other
man’s friend.

woman had been promised a
ride home from the man. Officers cited the man with providing alcohol to minors.

STRANGE SMELLS

BOOZY BASHING

The smell of gasoline radiated from a room in Elrod
Hall. Officers found a desk in
a man’s room that had gasoline spilled on it at one point.
The man agreed to remove the
desk. There’s always something smelly in the dorms,
Sergeant Ben Gladwin said.

Two men got into a fight
in front of Miller Hall on Arthur Avenue over whether or
not one of them stole a bottle
of vodka from the other one.
The man who had his vodka
stolen reported later that day
that the alleged thief had also
trashed his room. After a
short investigation, the police
determined nothing had been
stolen.

Feb. 9, 3:30 p.m.

EERIE IMBIBER
Feb. 9, Noon

A female student reported
that an acquaintance tried to
force her to drink alcohol after
he drove her to his house. The

Feb. 12, 4:05 a.m.

CITATIONS
Badar Aldawish, 24, providing alcohol to minors

www.
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4 NEWS
A new film series:
“Egypt - Past, Present
& Future”

Hannah J. Ryan
Montana Kaimin
A group hoping to widen the
international horizon of those at
the University of Montana began
plotting last fall. The project that
emerged is the International Programs 2012 Film Series.
Each semester, a region of the
world is to be selected for study
with a monthly film.This semester’s film focus is Egypt.
Leading this film series is Udo
Fluck, an assistant anthropology
professor and director of UM’s
international studies program,
who also teaches film classes.
“This semester’s films should
give an audience a look at how
society changes over time,” Fluck
said. “The way people in these regions make a living, their outlook
on life and how the lack of a positive future fuels the frustration
we see today.
“We can then maybe understand what brought these people
to the point of demanding revolutionary change.”
The first film in the series
on Egypt is called “Garbage
Dreams,” which details the lives
of people recycling 80 percent of
the garbage they collect on the
outskirts of Cairo. This film is
showing Wednesday, Feb. 15 at
7 p.m. in the University Center
Theater.
Upcoming films include
“Cairo Station” on March 14, as
well as “Egypt We Are Watching
You” and “Goodbye Mubarak,”
both on April 11.
Admission is free for all showings.
hannah.ryan@umontana.edu
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Valentine’s Day about Arab liberty, not love
Ashleen Williams
For the Montana Kaimin
EDITOR’S NOTE: Ashleen
Williams graduated from the University of Montana in 2011 after
serving as student body president.
She now teaches English in Bahrain
as a Fulbright Scholar before going
to Ireland as a Marshall Scholar.
I associate many things
with Valentine’s Day, mostly in
shades of pink and red and under the umbrella of love. Tear
gas, rubber bullets and tanks are
not usually included on that list,
but in the Kingdom of Bahrain
that’s certainly not the case this
year. Feb. 14, 2012, marks the first
anniversary of the uprising and
subsequent crackdown in Bahrain, where more than 60 people
have died.
Over the last few days, people
have gathered in anticipation
of a return to the “Lulu Roundabout,” the demolished site —
and now permanent symbol —
of the revolution.
At first these demonstrations
were considered “authorized,”
meaning the Al Khalifa regime
had given protestors the green
light to assemble in a predetermined location at set times.
Authorized demonstrations are
rarely “attacked by security forces,” and as a result there is a feeling of excitement and hope. One
can hear the chanting of “Down
with the King” across this island, similar in size to Flathead
Lake.
More often, however, and
what has been the case for most

of the last year, is the unauthorized demonstrations. These are
usually met with force, and result in violent clashes between
protestors and security forces.
On Dec. 16, Bahrain celebrated National Day, and four
people died that weekend in violent clashes. That day during the
funeral for the martyr Ahmed
Al Qassab, I hid in a ma’tam in
a Shiite village with hundreds
of other women while the riot
police attempted to break down
the doors, threatening to arrest
or kill everyone inside. As the
only westerner, I was pulled to
the area where the bodies were
brought, as if by being shown
this, I would somehow be able
to help. I watched an old man
suffocate from tear gas inhalation while other demonstrators
failed to save him. In Bahrain,
seeking medical attention for injuries connected with protesting
will result in arrest and possibly
torture.
I left Montana last summer
with naïve expectations for my
time in Bahrain, a forgotten actor in the Arab Spring. I didn’t
know that I would quickly
adapt to the effects of tear gas
or the sound of gas-cylinder
explosions outside my flat. Or,
that the news of another death
would eventually leave me unsurprised and unmoved. I didn’t
know that I would, in spite of all
of this, fall in love with Bahrain.
More people will die in Bahrain on Valentine’s Day, and the
revolution will continue as it has
for the last year. I don’t know
what Feb. 14 will mean in the

Photo courtesy of Ashleen Williams
A girl flashes a “victory sign” on her way to a demonstration in Bahrain.
Valentine’s Day marks the one-year anniversary of uprising in Bahrain.

future, but I know that this year,
in lieu of sweethearts and din-

ner, I’ll be marching back to the
roundabout.
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NUMBERS
405

people received free dental
care at an event called Dentistry From the Heart held
in Billings on Saturday.
Patients could receive teeth
cleaning, fillings and tooth
extractions at no charge.

25

towns are on the list of the
world’s best ski towns as
ranked by National Geographic, which included
Whitefish and Bozeman.
National Geographic
praised Whitefish for being
accessible to a wide range
of skill levels and Bozeman as being close to both
Bridger Bowl and Big Sky
Resort, “two of the premier
ski hills in America.”

$38,861

amount that a Missoula
woman embezzled from
her former employer, The
UPS Store. Kathy Lind
Bordner was sentenced
Tuesday to repay the
money to the company and
received 12 years in prison,
all deferred. Bordner will
also serve 30 days in Missoula County Jail.

$12.9 million

will go toward two water
infrastructure projects on
the Fort Peck and Rocky
Boy reservations. The money is part of a $50 million
spending program by the
Department of the Interior.

MAN HURT IN
HIGHWAY CRASH

A 21-year-old Frenchtown
man was seriously injured after
he stopped to help two other motorists Sunday, reported the Missoulian. The man, whose name
has not yet been released, pulled
onto the shoulder of Highway
200 to help two women with a
truck that had stopped on the
side of the road. The women
said that they had only stopped
to view wildlife. When the man
attempted to make a U-turn on
the road, a cattle truck broadsided him. The man was taken
to the hospital with serious, but
not life-threatening, injuries.
The cattle truck driver and passenger were not injured; the two
women had minor injuries.

4 SKIERS INJURED
A ski instructor and three
children sustained minor injuries after falling from the Ramcharger Lift at Big Sky Resort on
Saturday, reported the Associated Press. A spokesperson from
the resort said that the cause of
the fall is unclear, although there
does not appear to be any mechanical problems with the lift.
The four people were taken to
Bozeman Deaconess Hospital
after the fall and discharged.

DRUGGY JAVA
A man suspected of putting
methamphetamines in the coffee at a Billings business was arrested Wednesday, reported the

Billings Gazette. Craig Charles
Benedict, 34, was arrested after
an employee at Laser 1040 received a text message saying not
to drink the coffee. Police have
not yet confirmed that the substance was in fact meth, but have
sent samples to the state crime
lab in Missoula. Investigators
said they believe Benedict was
a previous employee of the company. As many as two-dozen
people may have been exposed
to the drug.

ARM FOUND AT
TRAINYARD
The Associated Press reported that a severed arm was found
in the undercarriage of a Burlington Northern Santa Fe train
in Springfield, Mo., on Monday.
The limb is believed to be that
of a Libby man who committed
suicide in January.

TEACHER HONORED
Runners in Butte attended
an event to honor missing Sidney teacher, Sherry Arnold, on
Saturday, reported the Montana
Standard. More than 100 people
turned out to run in solidarity
for Arnold, who disappeared Jan.
7 after going out for a jog. Two
men are currently being held in
a Williston, N.D., jail. Montana
Gov. Brian Schweitzer has signed
paperwork requesting their extradition so they can be tried for
aggravated kidnapping charges.
Although authorities have pronounced Arnold dead, her body
has yet to be recovered.

NEWS 5
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Bridging
the jargon
Hannah J. Ryan
Montana Kaimin
There is often a rift in communication between scientists
and the public. At times it’s as if
they speak different languages.
Through a variety of lectures, departments across the
University of Montana campus
are attempting to broaden people’s knowledge of the natural
world.
The 2012 Wilderness Issues Lecture Series dives into
the challenges of water in the
western United States due to
the social, scientific and political climate surrounding this
limited resource. Called “Wild
Waters in the West,” this is a
topic everyone can relate to, be
they kayaking fiends and fishaholics or evening river strollers and joggers.
Theresa Argentina, a senior
studying resource conservation with an emphasis on policy and planning, is taking the
one-credit course based on the
lecture series. Though Argentina is not pursuing a wilderness and civilization minor, for
which this class is a requirement, she said it’s beneficial to
those in her major as well as
others.
“Water is such a pressing
issue,” Argentina said. “The
diversity of the way each lecturer approaches the issue of
water makes people think differently.”
The first two lectures discussed Native American interest in the West’s waters, with
the second focusing on spiritu-

ality in sharing water as a resource.
“In general, as a scientist,
we can get so focused in our
research that we forget to reach
out to the community at-large,”
Natalie Dawson, associate
director of UM’s Wilderness
Institute said. “Lectures like
these are a way to springboard
people into the field.”
Another such lecture series
is the one hosted by UM’s Center for Natural Resources and
Environmental Policy Forum.
This series draws people
from all over campus, from science schools on the south end
to the law school on the north
end, as well as the rest of the
Missoula community, said
Sarah Bates, a senior associate
with the center.
“There are big decisions being made, and people don’t always know how they can participate,” Bates said. “People
can be involved by first educating themselves on issues they
care about, and second is learning where and how they can
contribute.”
Phil Condon, a UM environmental studies faculty member,
is speaking in tonight’s wilderness lecture. He will be reading his essay “Jacob’s Island,”
which discusses life and death,
home, homelessness and the
natural world, all from a setting just across from UM, but
16 years ago this week.
“I personally don’t think a
science education alone is adequate,” he said. “It takes understanding in the social science
and humanities to have a complete response to the problems
and opportunities in the environment today.”
Also today, the environmental policy lecture series is
See JARGON, page 12
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THOSE WHO USED TO DO,
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Kevin Bell poses for a photo in the painting studio in the Fine Arts building last Thursday. Bell dropped out of college as a 21-year-old
to build a solar powered elephant fence before becoming a sailboat delivery boy and the owner of a sea kayaking company. He finally
settled in as professor of fine art.

KEVIN BELL,

UM professor of Art

“Mom, Dad — I’m dropping out for a little
bit,” said UM professor of fine art Kevin Bell.
He was a confident 21-year-old college student
at the time, passionate about development
projects.
The reception was scratchy from the phone
booth in Nairobi, Africa, where Bell was
studying as an exchange student at the University of Nairobi to finish the last year of his
African History degree. After meeting a man
in a bar, he had a new plan for the next year
of his life: building a solar-powered elephant
fence.
“I was a history major — I didn’t know how
to build a fence,” Bell said.
With an arsenal of written and oral instructions and 40 workers from the village, he set
out on the construction of the 9-foot-tall electric fence. It ran the perimeter of a small village’s crops located in prime elephant country. Without the fence, elephants would come
in during the night and eat all the corn. Once
erected, the fence was wobbly, but standing.
The solar collectors worked for a day before
breaking due to the dust and dirt. Young, passionate and ever-confident, Bell packaged up
the panels, carried them on his back and took
a bus to a bigger village for a repair. When he
returned four days later, hungry elephants

had downed the fence, and entire sections of
the wire were gone. Samburu warriors were
just leaving the village as Bell approached. He
greeted them, admiring their large jewelry. It
only took three or so necklaces before Bell recognized the material — it was his fence.
The fence was eventually repaired and electrified, but Bell lost his passion for the work.
“It made me realize the discouragements,”
Bell said. “After so much hard work sometimes things didn’t go right.”
So he moved back to the states, finished
his degree, then worked as a sailboat delivery
boy. He sailed boats from the east coast down
to the Caribbean to meet the boat owner. He
then became restless and moved to Alaska to
work as a backcountry ranger. When he tired
of that, he started a sea kayaking company.
“I didn’t know what I wanted to do, so I did
all kinds of stuff,” Bell said.
After owning the business for 10 years,
Bell had won staring contests with humpback
whales, urged seals off his kayak, and been
stranded with clients on an island for days at
a time. With a growing family and passion
for painting, he pursued his master’s degree
in art and became a professor.
“I wanted to live in the world of ideas
again,” Bell said, “Now I had something to say
about the world in my art.”

Samir Bitar sits in his office in the Old Journalism Building last Th
Arabic languages and culture.

SAMIR BITAR,

UM professor of Arabic

Buried in a seven-page resume
13 years of teaching, — stacked with
awards and workshops 
— Samir B
academia work history: engineer and
shop owner.
Bitar is a UM professor of Arabic
and culture who created and teaches t
minor. His simple mantra, “Do your w
let life happen,” led him through every
career change.
At 21, Bitar finished a 5-year engin
gree and was quickly snatched up by
Saudi Arabia. No job could keep Bita
than three years before another compa
a promotion that stole him away. Bita
as a civil structure engineer, site eng
son, project manager and software eng
It was his motivation and focus that
his career forward.
“If you’re not disciplined, a buildin
to fall down,” Bitar said.
After eight years in Saudi Arabia, Bi
to San Antonio, to accept another p
which he did not anticipate would be
his successful career. In 1989 the first
began and Bitar was dismissed.
“I was laid off for who I am,” Bitar sa
disheartened and distraught. I would
for anyone else.”
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Our teachers can teach us just as much by their interesting lives as they can by their in-depth lectures.
These stories of three UM professors show that success can be found in disjointed careers and a nonlinear lifestyle.
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So Bitar decided to work for himself.
He bought a storefront in Missoula and started his own restaurant: Pockets Sandwich Shop.
“America is the one country where you can
do something for 15 years and then completely
change,” Bitar said.
After spending a decade working in rigid positions, Bitar found joy in the freedom of being
self-employed. Cooking was one of his favorite
pastimes, along with making people happy.
Pockets Sandwich Shop was open six days a
week serving American and Mediterranean cuisine. Customers, many of them regulars, could
order a turkey and tomato pita or hommus on a
falafel sandwich.
The business grew over four years, gaining
customers, menu items and financial stability.
But when it became stagnant, Bitar felt, restless
and began volunteering at his children’s school.
“The feeling of being stuck on a plateau went
away,” Bitar said. “The students lit up like light
bulbs, and you cannot put a value on that.”
Through a serendipitous chain of events, Bitar went from volunteering in an elementary
school to being a university professor.
From engineer to business owner to Arabic
teacher, Bitar’s career history is as diverse as the
Pocket’s menu. The one continuity is his education, dedication and ability to let life happen.

Creighton James poses next to his construction trailer outside of his Miller Creek home Thursday. James owns Aria Construction on
top of teaching voice lessons as an adjunct professor.

CREIGHTON JAMES,

UM adjunct professor of voice

There are curious similarities between
Creighton James’ day job as a construction
worker and evening position teaching voice
lessons — the name of his business is one of
them.
Aria is an elaborate melody sung in opera
by a single voice, and the name of the construction company in Missoula owned by
James, a UM adjunct professor of voice.
The other similarity: Each student he
teaches requires different instruction, just as
each house requires different construction.
Music came first for James. After achieving
his masters in music, he invested his efforts in
performing, working for over a dozen operas
and orchestras — the latest with Missoula
Symphony Orchestra and Chorale.
When James moved to Missoula with his
wife eight years ago, it was difficult finding
paying performance positions, so he began
working in construction. It was a refreshing
change.
“I was tired of ethereal things,” James said.
“It was rewarding to have a tangible product
right there after a day’s work.”
As an old dog, James said it was easy to
learn new tricks. The difficult part of construction was working for a company that

James could improve. So he started his own
company that specialized in custom homes
and remodeling, with an emphasis on energy
efficiency and sustainability.
It was his history in opera that gave James
the confidence to start his own operation.
“When you’re an opera singer you are your
own business,” he said.
James originally worked with the University to replace his wife, professor Kimberly
James, while she was on maternity leave. But
the need for his teaching never depleted, and
he stayed on staff to teach one-on-one voice
lessons.
“I never thought I’d end up in academia,”
James said. “I was shocked at how rewarding
it was.”
James lives a busy life, building houses
during the day and teaching students how to
sing at night. No matter how different his careers, both take a level of expertise.
“Anyone can sing and anyone can swing a
hammer, but it takes time, effort and experience to do it right,” James said.
lindsay.sanders@umontana.edu
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FOOTBALL
Former University of Montana and National Football
League running back Justin
Green has been named the running backs coach for the Grizzlies, Robin Pflugrad announced
Monday.
Green, 29, who is from San Diego and was a student assistant
coach at Montana last season,
replaced Mick Delaney, who retired recently after 44 years of
coaching, 29 of which were at the
college level.
“Justin is a quality person,
and I noticed this past spring
and fall how much respect that
the players have for him,” Pflugrad said in a press release. “He
did a great job of shadowing
Coach Delaney because that is
where his interest naturally migrated to the running back position. So we had him help at that
position on the field and in the
video room.”
As a Griz, Green rushed for
1,784 yards in 2003 and 2004,
which ranked him eighth in
school history.
After his UM career, he was
a fifth-round draft pick by the
Baltimore Ravens and had a
four-year career in the NFL.
He played three seasons for the
Ravens before playing one year
with the Phoenix Cardinals.
Ty Gregorak, an assistant
coach for the Griz for eight of
the last nine years, will now
takeover as Montana’s new defensive coordinator, Pflugrad
announced Saturday.
Gregorak will replace Mike
Breske, who accepted the position of defensive coordinator for
the Washington State Cougars.
During his coaching career
with the Griz, Gregorak worked
as a linebackers coach for six
years. He began his coaching
career with Montana as a defensive secondary coach.

MEN’S BASKETBALL
The Montana men’s basketball team improved its Big Sky
Conference record to 12-1 after
picking up a 67-58 road win over
the Sacramento State Hornets on
Feb. 11.
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The Grizzlies are riding an
eight-game winning streak and
have also won the last 14 out of
15 games.
Will Cherry continued his
scoring rampage, leading all
scores with 17 points, along with
four rebounds and four assists.
Art Steward also had a big night
for the Griz, scoring 16 points
and picking up eight rebounds.
Montana (19-6 overall, 12-1
BSC) is tied with Weber State
(20-4 overall, 12-1 BSC) for the
best record in league play with
four more games left on the regular season schedule. The Griz
will play at home for the rest of
the regular season, facing three
conference opponents. The last
game is against Weber State on
Feb. 28.

WOMEN’S
BASKETBALL
In their second meeting with
Northern Colorado this season,
the University of Montana Lady
Griz fell in overtime 56-54 on
Feb. 11 in Dahlberg Arena.
The Lady Griz fought back after a 16-point Northern Colorado
advantage to force the game into
overtime. In the first meeting between the two teams, the Bears
won easily, beating Montana by
17 on Jan. 19 in Greeley, Colo.
The first half seemed like it
would produce the same result
as their first meeting, as Montana trailed Northern Colorado
31-16 at halftime. However, in
the second half the Lady Griz
turned it around, shooting 42
percent and outscoring the Bears
with 36-25 in the second half.
Montana (14-11, 7-5 BSC) will
face Weber State (2-23, 0-12 BSC)
on Feb. 16 in Ogden, Utah. Four
regular season games remain for
the Lady Griz, all of which are
against conference opponents.

INDOOR TRACK
Griz indoor track athletes
earned eight individual event
victories this weekend in Bozeman, while the team also picked
up eight new Big Sky Conference qualifications.
Five new athletes on the men’s
side qualified at the meet including distance runner Lynn Reynolds, who ran a career best race
in the 3,000-meter. Reynolds, a

Abigail Redfern/for the Montana Kaimin
Maggie Rickman (32) and Kenzie De Boer (10) fight Northern Colorado player Amy Marin (12) for a rebound
Saturday in Dahlberg Arena. The Bears out-rebounded the Griz 43-39, leading them to a victory over the Lady Griz.

senior on the team, also qualified for the 5,000-meter, due to
his 3,000-meter time.
On the women’s side, freshman Allie Parks qualified for
both the 3,000- and 5,000-meter
races after finishing fourth at the
meet.
The women’s team also
produced four event winners.
Winners included junior Anika
Green in the 55-meter hurdles,
junior Kourtney Danreuther in
the 400-meter, junior Gwenn
Abbott in the high jump and
sophomore Kellee Glaus in the
triple jump.
Montana has one meet remaining in its regular season
schedule. The meet will take
place in Bozeman on Feb. 17,
with only a handful of Grizzlies
competing at the meet.

MEN’S TENNIS
The Montana men’s tennis
team earned two match victories this past weekend when the
team travelled to Walla Walla,
Wash., as part of the Whitman
College Shootout.
The Grizzlies dominated
their first match of the day, rolling to an 8 to 1 victory over Whitman. Montana swept the singles
matches and then lost only one
match in doubles.
After winning against Whitman, the Griz played the UC
Santa Cruz Banana Slugs. The
match saw Montana come out
on top again, this time 7-2. Montana won five out of six singles
matches and only lost one doubles match.
The men’s team, now 2-1, will
face off against Montana State on
Feb. 18 in Bozeman.

WOMEN’S TENNIS
The Montana women’s tennis
team was on fire this past weekend, dominating opponents,
while picking up three meet
wins in three days.
Montana beat Portland 4-3
on Feb. 10, then swept Portland
State 7-0 on Feb. 11 and finished
the weekend with a 5-2 win
over Seattle on Feb. 12. All three
meets were held in Seattle.
Against Portland State, the
Griz exhibited their dominance
opening their first conference
match of the season with sweeps
in both singles and doubles
matches. At No. 1 singles, Heather Davidson defeated Portland
State’s Audrey Farr 6-0, 6-0.
The team will travel to Des
Moines, Iowa, on Feb. 24-26 to
play three consecutive matches
against Drake, Upper Iowa and
Kansas.

austin.schempp@umontana.edu
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Cherry garners fourth Player of the Week award
Erik Anderson
Montana Kaimin
Will Cherry is the Big Sky
Conference Player of the Week,
again, the league announced
Monday.
Cherry was awarded the
honor once earlier this season
and now has won it a total of
four times in his career at the
University of Montana.
Cherry appreciates the honor but looks forward to the
looming Big Sky tournament,

into which his team has earned
a first-round bye.
“It’s a great recognition. It
means people have been looking to see what I’ve been doing
in-conference. But to me it’s just
Player of the Week, it’s nothing
major,” he said. “It’s not a Big
Sky Championship.”
Cherry is a 6-foot-1 junior
guard from West Oakland, Calif. He averaged 22.7 points, 3.7
rebounds, three assists and 4.3
steals last week. He also shot
57.9 percent from the field, 50
percent from 3-point range
and 81.8 percent from the freethrow line. He led the Grizzlies
to three conference wins over
Idaho State, Northern Colorado and Sacramento State. The
wins allowed the Grizzlies to
keep pace with Weber State at
12-1 and tie for first in the Big
Sky.
Last Monday, in a 76-40
home win over Idaho State,
Cherry netted 21 points with
three rebounds, three steals
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and an assist in just 25 minutes.
He made 8-of-10 shots from
the field, and was 2-of-3 from
3-point range, and 3-of-3 from
the free-throw line.
On Thursday in a 75-68 road
win over Northern Colorado,
Cherry scored a career-high
30 points with eight steals,
four assists and four rebounds.
He made 12-of-20 shots from
the field and was 3-of-6 from
3-point range and 3-of-4 from
the free-throw line. He didn’t
do anything differently preparing for the game but did have
added motivation.
“I know before the Northern
Colorado game when I hit 30
— my career-high — my birthday was the night before,” he
said. “That was a little birthday
present to myself.”
On Saturday in a 67-58 road
win over Sacramento State,
Cherry scored all 17 points in
the second half as the Grizzlies
rallied from a 30-25 halftime
deficit.
Cherry also had four assists,
four rebounds, two steals and
a block. Cherry made 12-of15 free throws and was 1-of-3
from 3-point range.
On the season Cherry is
averaging 15.8 points, 4.1 rebounds and 3.4 assists.
After their busy week,
Cherry and the Grizzlies only
have one non-conference game
against the 14-10 University of
Hawaii Warriors of the Western Athletic Conference. The
game is part of ESPN’s BracketBusters, an annual three-day
men’s college basketball event
pitting potential NCAA Championship Tournament hopefuls
against each other.

Forest Chaput de Saintonge/Montana Kaimin

Will Cherry (5) was awarded Big Sky Conference Player of the Week on Monday.
The junior has now earned the award for the fourth time in his time at UM.
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How the bowling
alley really works

NIGHT
VISION

Stories about Missoula
between 6 p.m. and 6 a.m.
from students in the School of Journalism

Morgan Sparks
for the Montana Kaimin
The machines are arranged
in a row that’s 240 feet long: 36
units of gears, belts and levers,
the red light atop each one signaling like an airport runway
flare.
You roll the ball, you knock
down pins, and the computer
displays your score. But behind
the scenes, there is an entire
world of complexity.
When the thunder rolls in,
muted for Julian Dullinger
thanks to his ear protectors,
its sound is deafening, much
louder than what’s audible on
the other side of the divide.
“There are so many wires
on this thing, it will drive you
nuts,” Dullinger said.
For more than six years, the
head mechanic and general
jack-of-all-trades at Westside
Lanes and Fun Center in Missoula has been the lord of the
pins, the master of the machines.

Nick Gast/Montana Kaimin
Bowling pins run through Brunswick GS-X pinsetters at Westside Lanes Monday evening. Westside lanes has a GS-X behind each of its 36 lanes.

While Westside Lanes is
open from 9 a.m. daily, business doesn’t really start picking
up until 8 p.m., and the center
stays busy until closing at 2
a.m. At full capacity, upward of
280 bowlers could be playing at

once.
In order to keep up with
the customers, general manager Robyn Barker employs 56
workers whose positions range
from accountant to bar maid.
Add a snack bar, lounge, casino, arcade, batting cages and
mini golf on top of 36 bowling
lanes, and you get a playful yet
noisy atmosphere.
Behind the wall at the end
of each lane, a Brunswick GS-X
pinsetter is idling. From the
rear, each looks like a big metal
box without a top, about 10 feet
wide and eight feet tall, with
a three-foot ladder to provide
Dullinger better access to higher portions of the device. The
machines have a simple task:
to sweep out the “deadwood,”
or the pins that were knocked
over, and to reset those that
were not.
A pinsetter essentially operates as a big jaw, with the
sweep, or large bar in front, extending to bring in felled pins
and push the ball into the ball
door. The door detects the ball
entering and then locks behind
it to avoid pins following it in.
Then, a motor accelerates a belt
to shoot the ball back to the
bowler under the median between the lanes.

But before the sweeper can
clear the pins and ball, the pinsetter must first lower a bracket of 10 spotting tongs. Like
pinchers, they grab the remaining pins after a bowler’s first
attempt and then ascend with
remaining pins locked in as the
sweep clears the rubble below.
The pinsetter also keeps
another bracket filled with
pins on the ready to minimize
turnover time between frames.
After a bowler’s two rolls, the
knocked-over pins are reloaded into a bracket and set aside.
Computers help the $50,000
machines accomplish their
task. A single computer controls a pair of the pinsetters,
which then responds to five
main computers that answer
to the brain of the whole system, the Nexgen Box. Whereas absent pins were recorded
by cameras in the past, they
are now monitored by micro
switches that sense when the
pins have been knocked over.
This computer reliance allows the whole system to run
essentially without human intervention. Other than servicing needs or help with the occasional ball jam, the machines
are entirely independent.
In order to understand these

systems, Dullinger had to attend a month-long course on
the inner workings of the GSXs.
His favorite part of the pinsetter is the Nexgen Box.
“It controls all the functions,
and there’s so many things
going on,” Dullinger said. “It
keeps track of what pins are
loaded, what’s there, what’s not
there.”
Just a few decades ago, Dullinger would have been a “pin
monkey” rather than a mechanic, replacing each pin by
hand.
Automatic pinsetters weren’t
mass produced until 1952,
when American Machine and
Foundry purchased the patent
and put the first ones on the
market, according to the International Bowling Museum and
Hall of Fame website.
AMF is still synonymous
with bowling, but competitors like Brunswick have since
established themselves in the
field.
With the right care, the machines will run indefinitely,
Dullinger said. In order to
maintain the pinsetters, he
lubes and oils the machines,
cleans them with a towel and
See top of next page
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alcohol, and checks adjustment
heights daily.
They are not easy machines
to take care of either. There
are nearly 50 ways for the machines to “blackout,” or shut
down. The word blackout is
used in reference to the red
light on top of the pinsetter going out, indicating a problem.
Generally, the pinsetters
will seriously malfunction a
few times a year. Most nights,
a few machines run into problems, but most are quick fixes.
Before Dullinger worked at
the center, the machines would
only run 750 frames before
needing to be shut down and
more fully serviced. Now, under his eye, they are up to 3,500
frames per stop.
Beyond being the technical
wizard for the bowling alley,
Dullinger is responsible for
most of the general behind-thescenes upkeep.
He rotates sets of pins in and
out to reduce wear and looks
after the 400 bowling balls,

1,000 pairs of shoes, and 800
bowling pins.
He also oils the lanes, a task
that is surprisingly almost as
complicated as the pinsetters
themselves.
The Professional Bowlers
Association website lists 10
different types of oil patterns
used in its tournaments. They
go by names like Shark, Mexico
City and Earl Anthony, a late
professional bowler.
At Westside Lanes, Dullinger uses a house pattern that
produces higher scores. PBA
patterns have oil more evenly
spread across the lane and allow for more control. House
patterns focus more oil in the
middle to keep the ball away
from the gutter.
In his own game, Dullinger
said he averages a 225 on his
house pattern and a 193 on
PBA patterns. A perfect game
is 300.
It’s no surprise Westside
Lanes uses the simpler oil patterns. With over 1,000 custom-
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ers visiting a week, improved
scores could mean the difference between frustrated
bowlers and bowlers joining a
league.
As long as balls are hitting
pins, Dullinger will have his
hands full in the back.
morgan.sparks@umontana.edu

•ONLINE:
Professional Bowlers Association
www.pba.com/OilPatterns

International Bowlers Association
www.bowlingmuseum.com/
Visit/HistoryofBowling.aspx
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and Burchfield to discuss how
problems with the ball can be
mitigated.
Burchfield declined to comment until a final decision from
the president’s office is made
about the event in the coming
weeks.
The controversy is about
drinking before the ball and the
drunken behavior during the
event, but Foresters’ Ball is not
the only university event where
people are drunk.
The Kaimin police blotter reports about the same the week
of a home football game and the
week of Foresters’ Ball. The week
of the Portland State game, the
blotter reported five MIPs, two
drug charges and an assault. Last
week during the Foresters’ Ball,
it reported three MIPs, two drug
charges and a disorderly conduct
ticket.

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
best judgement and investigate fully any
offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.

LOST & FOUND
FOUND THERMOS: If you came to DBS
HS104 Fall ‘11 to find special thermos
come back or call 243-5122 & describe.
FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 minutes away from
Missoula. $45-65/night. Rock Creek
Cabins 251-6611.
2BR/1.5BA condo Northside. New
carpet/tile/paint. Incl. W/D, carport pkg.
Quiet neighborhood, bus stop in front.
Move in cond. $800/mo, no smoking,
small pets ok. 207.2410
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Public Safety Sergant Ben
Gladwin is the head of event security for football games and led
the security team at the Foresters’
Ball.
They use the same policy for
Foresters’ Ball that they use at
football games: throw the person
out if they are visibly intoxicated.
If the person comes back and
causes a problem, cite the person.
“Every venue is different,”
Gladwin said. “There is no standard for security.”
Part of the problem with the
Foresters’ Ball is people binge
drink to stay drunk for the whole
event, while people can leave at a
football game, drink a beer and
get back in, Gladwin said.
The Foresters’ Ball has a
10-person security team that is
helped by a posse of foresters. A
home football game has about 65
to 70 people working security, but
they throw out a fraction of the
people who are thrown out dur-

ing the Foresters’ Ball.
“It would take us several
seasons to eject the number of
people that we did at Foresters’,”
Gladwin said.

“ Every venue
is different, there
is no standard for
security.

”

Ben Gladwin,
Public Safety Sergant
The Foresters’ Ball Committee is urging people to share their
ball experiences with the administration.
In a letter to the Kaimin, chief
push Zach Miller wrote, “as attendees of the University of Montana it is up to us to keep the For-

esters’ Ball as strong as ever. Send
your letters to the president of
the University of Montana, Royce
Engstrom.”
Freshman Sarah Fink wrote
a letter to President Engstrom
to tell him he shouldn’t do away
with the Foresters’ Ball. Fink said
she thinks some of the new pressure on the Foresters’ Ball committee stems from community
perception of the event.
“Some of the comments
made towards the Foresters’ Ball
weren’t fair,” Fink said.
“After experiencing the Foresters’ Ball firsthand, I also have
nothing but good to say about the
event and about the foresters in
general,” Fink wrote in her letter
to President Engstrom.
By Friday, President Engstrom
said he had received a lot of letters urging him to support the
ball and to continue to celebrate
forestry.

R AT E S
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day

KAIMIN CLASSIFIEDS
Spring & Summer Writing Internships
with the Elk Foundation. Are you
interested in elk, wildlife conservation,
hunting and outdoor adventure? Want
to write for a magazine with a 180,000+
circulation, a TV show seen in 31 million
homes and a website receiving 170,000
hits per month? Bugle magazine at RMEF
is your ticket. We offer unpaid internships
that give you the chance to boost both your
skills and resume while writing for print,
broadcast and the internet. To apply, email
cover letter, resume, and three writing
samples to jobs@rmef.org

hosting Yvette Converse from
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Converse will discuss collective visions on landscape
management at noon in law
building room 101.
Hear Condon’s reading at 7
p.m. tonight in the Gallagher
Business Building, room 122.
hannah.ryan@umontana.edu

•ONLINE:
Wilderness Issues and lectures
www.cfc.umt.edu/wi/lecture.html

Enviornmental Policy Series
www.cnrep.org/janda/
inner.php?PageID=86

spencer.veysey@umontana.edu
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HELP WANTED
Workout buddy for 13 year old daughter
who can also provide transportation.
Flexible Schedule, car necessary, female
preferred. Call 542-2726
The Nature Conservancy’s Pine Butte
Guest Ranch in Choteau, Montana, is
currently hiring seasonal staff for positions
for the summer of 2012. We are looking
for qualified, friendly folks to fill positions
as kitchen staff, wranglers,
wrangler/naturalists, naturalists, and
in guest services. To see complete job
descriptions and apply, please visit
www.nature.org/careers and complete an
online application by March 11, 2012. For
more information, call 406-466-2158.
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INSTRUCTION
Basic wildland fire classes. 406-543-0013
PERSONALS
Need a dip? Wish you didn’t?
Curry can help. CHC 112
I SUPPORT TOBACCO FREE UM
“I used to smoke, living smoke-free has
changed my life for the better.”
-anonymous UM student
Want to Feel Better Fast? Join this 3
week informative seminar. Topics include
dealing with stress, anxiety, unhealthy
thinking, and mindfulness. Seminars
begin on Feb. 16th, 9:10-10:30,
Feb. 17th 11:10-12:30. Call the
Counseling and Psychological Service
to register: 243-4711.

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
Lost and found ads may be placed
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
SERVICES
Reliable pc/laptop repair. Voted best of
Missoula 2011. Student discounts!
136 E. Broadway, Computer Central
542-6540
Buy Trade Unique Quality Clothing. 15%
Discount with Griz Card.
Cottonwoon Traders, 227 W. Main.
728-1990
SONG OF THE DAY
The Dodos- Undeclared
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