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INTROVERTS ANONYMOUS
Gratuitous Valentine’s Edition
By Ric Sanchez

I was excited that my column was running the day after Valentine’s because I thought I’d avoid talking about it. I won’t call it “Singles Awareness
Day” or wax poetic about how it’s all some “corporate sham.” After all, the
only thing more annoying than Valentine’s Day is people complaining
about Valentine’s Day. As introverts — loneliness specialists, if you will — it
could be argued that we need the most help in the “love and happiness”
department. How are we supposed to find that special someone if all the
someones make us sweat? As the one leading this dialogue (OK, it’s more of
a monologue. Depending on how many of you drank alone last night, this
particular column might be a soliloquy.), I’ve taken it upon myself to sketch
some general guidelines for everyday introverted romance.
First, you both must have similar interests. This is often overlooked in
the face of pure physical attraction. Introverts are inward-driven, which
means most of us have one, or many, specific obsessions. The other person
just needs to like one of them. Plus, similar interests aid in the small talk
arena we discussed last week. My strategy is making obscure pop culture
references in public until a girl turns around. (Yes, girl at the Country Store,
you did hear me use a Woody Allen quote to describe that Walking Dead
episode.) The downside to this method is you will definitely ostracize yourself from everyone else in the process. As always, moderation is key. In that
respect, you and your love interest should not be carbon copies. A few similar interests are great, but there’s something to say for new experiences — no
matter how scary they are.
Secondly, you must respect your other. I cannot stress this enough, especially for introverts. We intellectualize everything, and while we’re sensitive to others’ judgment, we can also discriminate more than most. Not
everyone has our knack for not doing anything. If your significant other
likes going out, it doesn’t mean her interests are vapid or stupid. Remember,
you stayed inside and watched a Frasier marathon yesterday. Occasionally,
this means you will have to go out and wait to be seated, if it makes the other
happy. If we can’t be social people, we may as well be giving people. Dating
another introvert doesn’t guarantee success, either. I once knew a reclusive
couple that had a serious problem: He wouldn’t upvote her on Reddit. They
didn’t make it. No matter your social tendencies, selfishness is bad; selflessness is good.
Conversely, extroverts (assuming you all don’t just glance over this
block of text every Friday), let me give you three reasons you should
date an introvert. First: If we like you, we really like you. Despite our
fear of most people, through a fog of anxiety, you shone like a beacon.
Secondly: We’re good listeners. Really. Introverts hate small talk, but
we thrive on deep, stimulating conversation. We’re a vastly untapped
market in that regard. Third: We have Netflix. All of us.
Overall, introverts and extroverts alike, the most important thing to remember is that you don’t need another person to make yourself happy. Just
because your last date was at the old Starbucks on Higgins doesn’t mean
those three years went to waste (though you did waste money on Starbucks). If you’re single, live it up. Read some books, learn an instrument or
focus on your art. It will only make you more interesting when you do find
that special someone. Become a beacon of your own. Or at least find a better
coffee shop.
ricardo.sanchez@umontana.edu

The Montana Kaimin, in its 115th
year, is published by the students of
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campus by Printing and Graphics.
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editor@montanakaimin.com.
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Big ups to the Great Great
Falls Zombie Scare of 2013
(our title, of course). It’s good
to know we have a system in
place to alert people of their
doom. And that we can hack
that system.

Big ups to Winter Brew Fest
at Caras Park. Getting drunk
in the park really brings out
the bum in all of us, especially when we start asking people
for their leftover drink tickets
toward the end of the affair.

Backhands to the Pope for
breaking a nearly 600-year
streak of popes only dying in
office and not resigning. If it
happens again they should
probably start a line of popes
named Nixon.

Backhands to Obama’s State
of the Union address. Not once
did he mention what we college
students need to hear: Free beer
for a year!

GOT NEWS?

Big ups to the LAPD. You
trained him to kill and it
worked. Luckily you didn’t
train him to fireproof a cabin.
Backhands to the Carnival
Triumph cruise ship stranded
on the ocean. Nix that; backhands to people complaining
about it. Isn’t the point of a
cruise to be stranded on the
ocean? And then getting another trip on the house? #idiots

We’ve got news for you. Please send any news tips, ideas
and press releases to EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.COM.
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MISSOULA

Trauma expert, accuser’s roommate testify in Johnson trial
Billie Loewen
Ashley Nerbovig
Montana Kaimin

Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
Defense attorney David Paoli questions Jordan Joh nson’s alleged
victim Thursday afternoon at the
Missoula County Courthouse.

Two witnesses, the accuser’s
roommate and an expert in trauma psychology, testified and faced
cross-examination when they took
the stand in the trial of Jordan Johnson yesterday.
The woman first accused Johnson of rape through the University
of Montana by reporting it to former
Dean of Students Charles Couture.
Johnson was formally charged with
sexual intercourse without consent
in July 2012.
Dr. David Lisak, a clinical psychologist and forensics consultant
from Boston, who is being paid
$325 an hour by the prosecuting
attorneys, came to Missoula to testify as an educational witness. He
came intentionally unaware of the
specific details in the Johnson case.
Instead, he spoke broadly about the
behaviors of victims of non-stranger

rape and characteristics of convicted
male rapists.
When questioned by Assistant
Attorney General Joel Thompson,
Lisak said that despite popular
myths, many rape victims do not
show signs of physical injuries.
“Sexual violence is so intimate,
when your body is penetrated by
an individual, a large percentage
of victims fear they are going to be
killed,” Lisak said.
In the case of non-stranger rapes,
victims often blame themselves in
an attempt to regain control over
their personal safety, Lisak said.
Thompson asked, “If there was
an equivocal statement like, ‘I think
I just got raped,’ would that strike
you as odd?”
“No,” Lisak said. “You’ve got this
fairly major psychological assault.
One way to gain control is to say it
didn’t happen.”
During
cross-examination,
defense attorney Kirsten Pabst
brought perhaps the day’s only mo-

ment of light-heartedness when she
said, “I don’t know you very well,
but I want to talk about sex.”
Pabst said there’s a great variability to non-consensual sex. There’s a
lot of variability to consensual sex.
There’s awkward consensual sex.
There’s bad consensual sex. Lisak
agreed.
Pabst asked if consensual sex
needed to be in writing, or explicitly confirmed through dialogue, or
could a smile indicate consent?
“There are a lot of ways to communicate consent,” Lisak said.
Lisak said that traumatic memories could alter a victim’s ability to
recall events in proper chronological order when questioned later.
“Does trauma affect one’s ability
to tell the truth?” Pabst said.
“No.”
“Would you agree, doctor, you’re
not a human lie detector?”
“That’s true.”
“Is it impossible for you to know
whether Johnson committed this
crime?”
“Yes.”
Lisak said that in general, about
20 percent of rape victims report the
attack to police. At universities, only
about 5 to 10 percent of rape victims
report their attack.
After lunch recess, the accuser’s
roommate Stephen Green, who was
playing video games in living room
when the alleged rape occurred on
Feb. 4, 2011, was called to the stand.
Green, 22, is a senior at UM
studying psychology and pre-med.
During testimony, Green said he
met Johnson’s accuser in shared

classes during his sophomore year
at UM. He described the woman
as a “studious” and “driven” student. They quickly became “best
friends,” who “shared everything
about each other’s lives.” After the
woman’s plan to move in with girlfriends fell apart due to “typical girl
drama,” Green and the woman
moved into a house with one other
male roommate, Green said.
On the night of the alleged rape,
Johnson and Green were briefly introduced. Green said prior to their
meeting, the woman had mentioned to Green that Johnson was a
friend, but she hadn’t mentioned a
desire to date him.
Green said when the woman
texted him “OMG, I think I might
have just gotten raped,” from her
bedroom a while later, he didn’t
know what to do or how to react.
Green said he stayed on the couch
and texted the woman to come to
where he was.
“I thought about going in there,”
Green said, “but I didn’t do that.”
“You could have called the police,” Thompson said.
“I could have. It didn’t occur to
me.”
After the woman took Johnson
home, Green said she returned
home and leaned on the refrigerator and cried so heavily she couldn’t
speak and gasped for air.
Green said when she was calm
enough she said, “She didn’t want
anyone to find out (about the incident) or to tell the police.”
See TRIAL, page 4
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Young UM grad keeps busy in second House term
Ketti Wilhelm
Montana Kaimin
Two turns of the election cycle
are all that separate a wide-eyed
first timer and a progressive, political powerhouse.
Bryce Bennett made headlines
when he was first elected in 2010
for being both very young — he
was 25 — and gay. He’s now wading through his second session in
the Montana House of Representatives. When Bennett won his seat
representing Missoula’s House
District 92, he was the youngest
lawmaker in the state. Three years
later he’s lost that accolade, but
gained experience without letting
success go to his head.
“I feel good about the fact that
somebody walking up to my desk
and calling me ‘Representative’
still feels a little silly to me,” Bennett said.
The University of Montana graduate grew up in the small town of
Hysham, Mont., located between
Billings and Miles City, but graduated from high school in Missoula. He
said his transition from freewheeling freshman to legislative leader
— a role he’s been training for since
he was a teenager — has brought increased responsibility.

TRIAL
From page 3
Over the next year, Green said
the woman “drew back a lot from
her friends.”
“That’s how she reacts to stress,”
Green said. “She recoils and internalizes.”
Green said despite the woman’s
introverted social interactions, she
kept up with her school and work.
During cross-examination, defense attorney David Paoli asked
about Green’s initial impression of
Johnson.
“You weren’t scared of him?”
Paoli asked.
“No.”
“You could tell he was quiet and
shy?”

“Last session I felt like I had
more free time,” Bennett said. “I
always kind of felt like I was on
top of things. Now, from the point
I walk into the Capitol in the morning to the time I leave at night, I am
constantly busy.”
Bennett, 28, now chairs the
House Democratic Caucus and
is State Administration committee vice chair. As caucus chair, he
helps communicate the House
Democrats’ philosophy to the media, constituents and other legislators. As a committee vice chair,
Bennett presents his party’s case in
committee meetings and informs
other Democrats of the details of
bills that are produced or altered
by the committee.
It’s not just free time that he
misses from his first session in the
House. Bennett said he laments
not having as much time to keep in
close contact with his constituents.
“I don’t want people to be sitting at home thinking that I’m
setting their concerns on the back
boiler,” Bennett said.
The second-term legislator
said his priorities this session are
keeping voting rights strong and
“bringing some transparency to
politics in a post-Citizens United
world.”

“We need to know who’s
spending money in our elections,
and how much and where,” Bennett added.
When he was elected in 2010,
Bennett was Montana’s first openly gay man in the state Legislature.
As the prominence of his youth
fades, he hopes this distinction
will, too.
“We’re getting to the point
where there are not going to be a
lot of firsts anymore. You’re not going to be the first gay, or lesbian or
transgender person; you’re just going to be another person” who got
involved, Bennett said.
He said some people feel Montana has a social and political
climate that does not allow gay
politicians or issues to be taken
seriously, but he urged other members of the LGBT community to
enter local politics.
“I think our state is moving
forward,” he said, pointing to
other successful LGBT politicians,
including Missoula’s Democratic
Councilwoman Caitlin Copple
and Sen. Christine Kaufmann,
D-Helena.
At UM, Bennett said he was involved with the Lambda Alliance
and the College Democrats and
was an Associated Students of the

“Yes.”
Paoli asked if Green didn’t do
more when he read the woman’s
text because he thought she was exaggerating.
“No,” Green said.
Then Paoli referenced a statement Green made on Oct. 18, 2012
that said after Green read the text
from the woman he was “confused
and thought she was exaggerating.”
During redirect, Thompson
asked Green to give context to this
statement.
“It was more that I didn’t know
how to react,” Green said.
After the woman came out of
her bedroom following the sex act,
Green said she went to the cupboards in the kitchen and grabbed
a snack.

“Did [the woman] grabbing a
snack confirm your belief the situation wasn’t critical?” Paoli asked.
“Yes.”
During redirect, Green said that
the woman is the opposite of the
type of person who enjoys attention.
“I think the invasion of her privacy has been the most difficult for
her,” Green said.
Cross-examination with the
accuser concluded with Paoli questioning the woman about whether
she was happy when former UM
athletic director Jim O’Day and
former head coach Robin Pflugrad
were fired. Paoli referenced a text
the woman sent to her nurse from
First Step soon after the firings were
announced that read, “I’m so happy!!!”

Jacob Baynham/Community News Service
Bryce Bennett in Helena, Jan. 8.

University of Montana senator. In
fact, he said extracurricular activities were the highlight of his education.
“I showed up to class and did
the work,” Bennett said. “But I
don’t know if there are any professors who could pick me out of a
line-up.”
When the Legislature isn’t in
session, Bennett works as the political director of Forward Montana,
an organization he helped found
in 2004, while a freshman at UM.
“We were really tired of hearing the conventional wisdom that
young people don’t vote; young
people don’t care,” Bennett said.

“So we put together Forward
Montana as a response to that.”
Matt Singer, a Forward Montana co-founder, said the organization has grown exponentially
since that time, when his living
room was its home base.
Forward Montana now has a
paid staff and a mass of volunteers known around campus as
the pink bunnies who relentlessly
prompted students to register to
vote upon coming or going from
the University Center last fall.
Having worked with Bennett
intermittently for eight years, Singer described him as “an incredibly
hard worker and good listener.”

The woman said she was happy
that something was being done on
campus to raise awareness about
what had happened to her.
At the time of the assault, Johnson had just come off his first season as starting quarterback for UM.
He was suspended from the Griz
football team but was allowed to
continue to attend classes through
this year.
Johnson’s case has since gained
attention in the media as it takes
place during three ongoing investigations by the Justice Department,

Department of Education and
the NCAA into the University of
Montana. It also overlapped with
the sentencing of Beau Donaldson,
another Griz football player who
pleaded guilty to rape and was
sentenced last month to 30 years in
prison with 20 suspended.
The trial ended early Thursday
due to an emergency hearing Judge
Karen Townsend had to attend.
Court will resume Friday morning.

ketti.wilhelm@umontana.edu

billie.loewen@umontana.edu
ashley.nerbovig@umontana.edu
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LOVELOCKED
Missoulians visit incarcerated loved ones on Valentine’s Day

Carli Krueger
Montana Kaimin
The metal detector beeps
nearly every time someone
passes through, but the woman in the booth isn’t concerned.
“You’re fine,” she calls out
before they can even open their
mouths.
They smile to anyone who
smiles at them but their faces
are otherwise stoic — almost
sad. Nearly every other person
who walks in is wearing some
shade of red or pink for Valentine’s day, whether a lace shirt
or a colored camisole peeking
out from under something
darker. With clearance from
the woman in the booth, they
head into the visitation room.
The person on the other side
of the glass has no option but
to wear orange. Bright orange.
Orange two-piece jumpsuits
and orange rubber shoes.
Judy Eastman, 63, visits every day she’s allowed to see
both her boyfriend and her recently incarcerated 16-year-old
grandson. Earlier this month,
her grandson was the youngest of three juveniles involved
in a vehicle theft that ended
in a police chase across Missoula. Eastman says her boyfriend Wallis Cox, also 63, was
incarcerated 83 days ago, but
he was in prison serving 10-15
years when she started dating
him five years ago. They met
through friends and built a relationship through letters and
visitation.
“When I met him in the
prison, I kept thinking he’s got
awful big ears. Now his ears
don’t matter,” she says.
For Valentine’s Day, Cox
drew Eastman a card with
hearts across the front. On the
inside of the card, he drew a
scroll, a guy with long hair and
a paint brush next to a glass of
wine. Eastman says anything
she asks for, he’ll draw.
“He’s pretty crafty,” she
says, before describing a jewelry box Cox made her out of
tightly-rolled newspaper, dyed
with coffee or tea. “It’s got a
little drawer in it and a hidden
spot in the bottom.”
“You can’t touch their hand

or nothing,” Eastman says.
“You’re on the phone talking
through the thick glass. He’s
keeping up a smile and that
makes me feel better.”
There are no paper hearts
or decorations on the painted, cinderblock walls of the
Missoula County Detention
Center. It doesn’t feel like Valentine’s Day and there isn’t a
noticeable influx of visitors for
the occasion. It looks just as
it would any other day of the
week. Visitors lock items they
can’t bring along with them in
a stack of 24 square, metal cubbies. Between the entry and the
waiting area, a small desk acts
as a barricade. The metal detector there really only exists to
check lawyers and other professionals who will be meeting
inmates without the glass between them.
The visitation room looks
just like they do in movies.
Carli Krueger/Montana Kaimin
There are three hallways with
Visiting area A at the Missoula County Detention Center. Each of the 24 booths can accomodate up to three people
eight meeting booths, each sepvisiting with one inmate at a time.
arated by short, modest walls.
Most of the booths have identical metal stools built out of the pod an inmate’s cell is in. Ev- previous two time slots. A line lic intoxication and felony drug
ground, but others have empty ery pod, which can hold up to builds up, and a man and a possession. He’s facing addispace so wheelchairs can fit in. 24 people, has a half hour of woman complain that they’re tional charges for failing to
Each has a small counter and a visitation, three days a week. not going to get their full 30 appear in court. Sherwood and
large window. It’s a mirror-like Thursdays are always pods minutes even though they Old Person have two children
effect, but the chairs on the 3A-F and 2E, so inmates in the were on time. Technically the together and Old Person is five
inside don’t reflect the stools. other 11 pods did not have visi- jail is supposed to allow them -and-a-half months pregnant
Black phones hang in each tation hours on Valentine’s Day to stay and make up for the with their third. The two have
known each other since high
missed time.
booth. A silver cord hangs from this year.
To be allowed in, visitors
“But that won’t happen,” school.
them and snakes back into the
“I followed him around
wall, hooking up to its twin on have to sign up by 5 p.m. the says a woman, waiting to see
Wal-Mart when I was 14 and
the other side of the glass. The previous day and show up with her boyfriend.
Tiffanny Old Person runs said, ‘One day, he’s going to be
phones are on half-hour timers a driver’s license. Any amount
that disconnect without warn- of time they are late is simply up the front walkway in yoga mine’ and he’s mine,” Old Pering, so visitors have to keep shaved off their small window pants and an Aeropostale son said as she finished off a
of opportunity.
jacket, and hurrying through cigarette, huddling in the wind
track of their own time.
Another elderly woman asks the door about seven minutes after her visitation. She’s waitThe waiting area, however,
has no such dividers. Six chairs the woman at the front desk for late. She ditches her phone in a ing for her sister, who drives
flank either side of the wall, 10 the visiting hours of a particu- locker, not bothering to lock it. her the 41 miles from St. Ignati“I’m, like, rushing!” she says us to come see Sherwood every
gray, two maroon. There’s rare- lar man, but he isn’t here.
“They moved him over to as she walks over to the booth visitation day.
ly more than one or two peoOld Person says it was extra
where the front desk is housed
ple sitting there. A young man Warm Springs?”
important for her to come see
“Yes.
but no is there.
walks in and discards his hat
“When did they do that?”
“Hello,” she calls, so some- him on Valentine’s Day.
and sweatshirt into a locker be“I love him,” she says, her
“I can’t give out that info.”
one will show to give her clearfore heading into the waiting
“He was supposed to be able ance. The secretary asks if she eyes starting to well up with
area. He sits in a gray chair,
anxiously stroking his kept fa- to call me when that happened. brought her daughter with her. tears. “I want him to know I
“No, she was too loud last love him. I was late but I still
cial hair. He arrived more than I haven’t gotten a call.”
came.”
Inmates are responsible for time.”
25 minutes early for his 4:15
The 24-year-old woman
Old Person rushes through
visit with his girlfriend, only to letting their visitors know if
hear that she no longer wanted they’ve been moved or their the metal detector and goes to briefly chokes on her tears.
“I’m scared I’m never going
visitation times have changed. the bathroom before going in
him to wait.
Visitation for 3F at 3:30 is to visit her boyfriend. Daniel to see or hold him again.”
Visitation is divided up in a
carli.krueger@umontana.edu
strict schedule based on which considerably busier than the Sherwood, 21, is in jail for pub-
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Saying“Yes.”
By Grace Ryan

Classes. Studying. Work. Extracurriculars.
As the pressures of college life accumulate, free time is nearly impossible to find.
Now, imagine tackling these stressors while also planning a wedding,
taking care of an infant daughter or
surrendering your spouse to the Navy
two weeks after your wedding day.
These are the realities for University of Montana students Katie Dagama,
Emily Blaylock and Larissa Adamson,
and they are not alone. According to
Campus Explorer, about 7 percent of
U.S. undergrads are married. Marriage
can add its own unique set of challenges — legal, financial or emotional — to
an already demanding four years.

E

mily Blaylock sat on
her twin-size bed
in Craig Hall, feeling loopy. She was
hopped up on pain meds from
a longboarding accident and
was nursing her wounds when
she heard a sharp rapping on
her window.
Pit! Pit! Pit!
She looked down and saw
him standing there — tall, with
dark brown hair, a beard that
would later get shaved and
blue eyes. Emily had met him
earlier that day on the Oval, but
didn’t expect to see him there,
tossing pebbles at her window
like something out of a corny
rom-com.
With a little help from the
pain meds, Emily began serenading her gentleman caller.
Looking back, she can’t remember what she sang. But whatever it was, he must have liked it.
Emily Blaylock and William
(Billy) Breneman — both sophomores at UM — married on
Dec. 10, 2012, at the courthouse
in downtown Missoula.
A month later, Billy left to
begin his training with the National Guard.

Photos by Taylor Romack

“The first week was really,
really hard to get used to because we’d been living together for a while before we got
married,” Emily said. “It was
really hard to sleep and I still
have dreams about him every
night.”
While Billy is in basic training, the couple’s only means
of communication is through
writing letters. After ten weeks
of basic training, Billy will start
job training in Missouri to become a hazardous materials
specialist. Only then will he
have access to his phone and
the Internet.
Although she hates being
apart from her husband, Emily is just happy he’ll never be
deployed overseas. The National Guard usually only serves
stateside, Emily said, so Billy
plans to work in Montana after
training. The only time Billy
could get deployed would be
in the instance of a severe flood
or wildfire, she said, but even
then he would probably only be
sent somewhere in Montana or
the surrounding states.
Emily and Billy spent a long
time talking about getting mar-

ried when Billy decided to join
the National Guard. They eventually decided to get married
without any formal proposal
and were engaged for about a
month before tying the knot.
Her family, however, was not
so sure. Emily is an only child,
so her parents have always
been overprotective, she said.
When Emily broke the news to
them, they were shocked, and
not as supportive as she would
have hoped. But Emily didn’t
let that get her down.
“It was really hard, but I
have to do what makes me happy,” Emily said. “It’s my life
and my decisions.”
It wasn’t until after much
discussion and a visit to Missoula that her parents realized
how happy the two were together and finally came around
to the marriage.
While Billy is gone, Emily
stays busy with school. She’s
an exercise science major and
plans to go into nursing. Her
15-credit course load keeps her
mind off the loneliness and
makes the days without him

Continue on page 7
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I always pictured us
finishing school, but
you can’t always stick
to the plan. Why
wait if you know
you’re going to do it?

Continued from page 6
go by quicker. And when that
doesn’t cut it, she has friends,
support groups and a Facebook
group for military spouses to
keep her spirits up.
But even with the help of
friends and support groups,
Emily often misses the comfort
of having Billy around — especially when classes get tough.
“If I’m having a stressful
day at school, it’s hard to come
home alone,” Emily said. “He
always calms me down, even
with just a hug.”
When she’s not busy with
classes, Emily also spends time
planning their big wedding
ceremony. They’re planning to
have their ceremony on a family friend’s farm in Washington
with about 50 guests. Emily
wants to keep it small enough
so they can see and talk to everyone.
“That’s just us,” she said.
And as any bride-to-be
knows, planning a wedding
is stressful. Emily had no idea
how many small details had to
be decided when she started
the planning process.
“It’s funny because it’s just a
lot more than you would ever
think about,” she said.
In addition to the obvious
factors, like a wedding dress
and shoes, she has to think
about a location, renting tables
and chairs, bridesmaids’ dresses, food, decorations, napkins
and so much more.
She’s also struggling to find
cheap options. Most wedding
dresses she’s found are between $800 and $1,500. Emily’s been doing a lot of online
research to find inexpensive
ideas and DIY projects.
Although Emily has the
WUE scholarship, paying for
both school and the wedding
is difficult. Next year, Emily

”

plans to file her FAFSA as an
independent in hopes of qualifying for more money.
According to Director of Financial Aid Kent McGowan,
married students can benefit financially. Students who are 1823 years old usually have less
income than their parents. Because of this, they’re more likely to get more money toward
their tuition when they fill out
their FAFSA reports.
Last year, the federal policy toward married students
changed. In the past, a student’s marital status on the day
he or she filed for FAFSA determined the marital status for
the entire year. Now students
can fill out a form to switch
their marital statuses until the
last day of first semester. This
means that if engaged students
get married during first semester, they can have their marital
status changed and possibly
get more financial help for
spring semester.
But the hardest part about
the planning process has nothing to do with the money.
“I don’t want to do too much
planning while Billy’s gone,”
Emily said. “It’s just hard because I haven’t talked to him in
four weeks,”
And although they married
young, Emily doesn’t feel like
she’s missed out on the typical
college experience. She’s never
been a big partier, and the couple has a close group of friends
who all have similar laid-back
lifestyles.
“Everyone’s college experience is different,” she said.
She has no regrets.
“I always pictured us finishing school, but you can’t always
stick to the plan. Why wait if
you know you’re going to do
it?”

Continue to page 8

(Above) Emily Blaylock writes to her husband on Thursday afternoon, sharing an apartment with her one-year-old
dog Jessie and two cats.
(Photo from previous page) Emily Baylock writes her husband daily. Her only form of communication to her husband while he is in basic training for the National Guard is through the mail.

Emily Baylock and
Billy Breneman were
wed December 10,
2012 at the Missoula
County Courthouse.
Photo Courtesy of
Emily Baylock.
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atrimony in Missoula isn’t always
as
straightforward as it has
been for Emily and Billy. The
state of Montana recognizes
common law marriage, which
means that two people are legally married if they’re living
together, agree to be married
and present themselves to the
community as married. But
common law marriages make
death and divorce complicated.
UM students looking for legal
guidance in their marriages or
divorces can always turn to Associated Students of the University of Montana Legal Services
for help. But because student interns do most of the legal work,
Legal Services will only take on
small, manageable cases.

Thomas Trigg, an attorney
with Legal Services, said when
a couple with a common law
marriage splits up it can be unclear whether the couple needs
to file for divorce. It can also
get complicated if someone
dies and their spouse feels entitled to the other’s belongings
even if it’s not specified in the
will. Legal Services will give
students in these situations
their professional opinions and
guidance.
Legal Services also helps
students figure out their prenuptial agreements because,
Trigg said, it’s important to
figure out “who gets the stuff
if things go all to hell.” If students have a lot of property or
a lot of assets, Legal Services
recommends they hire a lawyer downtown and will assist
them in finding one.

“People have other things in
life to think about without having their legal problems bring
unnecessary misery,” Trigg
said. “We can’t make life good,
but we can make it a little more
straightforward.”

T

here is a knock on the
door of Katie Dagama’s apartment. She
opens it to find two
men dressed in black, looking
somber. It takes her a second to
understand what is going on.
Suddenly, it hits her.
The men hand her his tags
and express their condolences,
but Dagama can’t hear what
they are saying. Denial hits her
— followed shortly by panic.
And then she wakes up.
Dagama, a junior at the University of Montana, has these
nightmares often and they

Courtesy photo/Katie Dagama
Katie and Eric Dagama married on August 16, 2012 at the Missoula County Courthouse. Eric is currently stationed at Naval Station Great Lakes.

are always the same — two
men standing on her doorstep,
handing over her dead husband’s Navy tags. She wakes
up alone and crying every time.
Katie and Eric Dagama got
married on August 16, 2012.
The two have been together
off-and-on since junior high
school, but never thought seriously about marriage until last
summer when Eric’s recruiter
discussed the benefits of marriage once Eric joined the Navy.
The recruiter told them to think
about it, and they did.
For two weeks Eric and Katie discussed the topic of marriage every night. They talked
through their fears and worries
and what it would mean for
their future. Eric was on board
right away, but Katie was hesitant.
After weeks of long discussions, Eric came home one
night with a dozen red roses,
dropped to one knee and asked
Katie to spend the rest of her
life with him.
She said yes.
“I’m not a really emotional
person, but I almost cried,”
Katie said. “It was definitely a
tear-jerking moment.”
First, they called their
friends, who bought tickets
to Missoula that night. Two
weeks later, Katie and Eric got
married at the courthouse in
downtown Missoula, Katie in a
white t-shirt and Eric in a black
polo.
Five months later Eric left
to begin his training with the
Navy. He will be in boot camp
until March 1, 2013. After graduation, he’ll train to become a
firefighter.
Eric and Katie won’t be able
to live together again until December 2014.
Her biggest fear is that one
of them will change.
“I’m scared he’s going to become a different person or I’m
going to become a different
person,” Katie said. “It’s especially hard because I can’t talk
to him every day.”
While he has been at boot
camp, Katie said she has only
received one letter and two
phone calls from him. Both
phone calls were less than 15
minutes long and very emotional.
The first time they spoke,
Eric broke down and told Katie he didn’t think he made the
right decision in joining the
Navy. It was Katie’s job to pull
him back up and give him the
support he needed. She told
him that if he couldn’t make it
through for himself, he needed
to do it for her.
So he did.
The next time they spoke, it

was like Katie was talking to a
different man.
“He was doing so much better,” Katie said. “He sounded
so much more confident.”
When Katie’s not doing what
she can to support her husband, she spends a lot of time
working out to keep herself
busy. She’s found solace at the
gym and works out her frustration and loneliness whenever
she has the opportunity.
“I started working out a
lot to get my mind off everything,” Katie said. “It’s the one
thing that can make me really
happy.”
She also writes to him every
night.
“It’s kind of like my therapy
at night to sit down and write
to him,” Katie said. “It makes
me feel like he’s sitting next to
me and I’m talking to him.”
But Katie’s life is busy
enough without these activities. She’s a health and human
performance major and is taking a 16-credit course load this
semester. On top of that, she
works part time at Murdoch’s
Ranch and Home Supply, all
while maintaining a 3.66 GPA.
Although Eric didn’t go to
college and isn’t “the school
type,” he’s always been Katie’s
top supporter. When he’s home,
he helps her study and motivates her to do her best in her
classes — something that has
never been hard for her. Katie
graduated from high school
with a 4.0 GPA.
Even when he’s gone, Katie
finds the motivation to stay on
top of her schoolwork.
“I have a lot more drive and
I know he wants me to do really well,” she said. “I have a lot
more time to settle down and
read my textbooks.”
The thing Katie is most excited about upon Eric’s return
is their wedding celebration.
And she already has the “ceremony” planned out.
The wedding will take place
on their friend’s boat on Lake
San Antonio. In place of a dress,
Emily will be sporting a white
bikini and Eric will don black
swim trunks. After saying “I
do,” the boat driver will accelerate and Katie and Eric will
fall backwards into the water.
“I’m a pretty low-key person. I don’t want to have a huge
wedding,” Katie said. “What
matters most to us is having
our family around and our
friends there.”
And Katie’s friends and
family are a huge support system for her.
“It’s hard to be strong, and
I’m so glad to have that support,” Katie said. “I’m totally
alone, in a place where I didn’t
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grow up, so it’s nice to communicate with family and friends
back home.”
Katie never imagined getting married so young and
honestly believed she would
regret it. She’s never been so
happy to be so wrong.
“Being married has given
me the confidence to do better in school and my job,” Katie said. “When you know that
someone loves you eternally
with their whole heart and
their whole being, it just makes
you feel like you’re on top of
the world.”

A

ccording a study by
the National Center
for Health Statistics,
the average age of
first marriage comes slightly
after the traditional college
timeframe: between 2006 and
2010, the median age at first
marriage was 25.8 years old for
women and 28.3 for men. But
military couples aren’t the only
ones like Larissa Adamson and
Jacob McKay opting for pregraduation nuptials. For some
civilian couples, the desire to
be together simply outweighs
the challenges of planning a
wedding during their college
days.
Larissa reluctantly checked
her dating profile on Zoosk.
com. She had a couple of hits
from an assortment of guys,
but none of them caught her
eye.
Larissa, a junior at UM,
never expected to be the kind
of girl to try online dating, but
with a full class schedule and
no time to go out, she figured it
was worth a shot.
A new message popped up
on her screen. She clicked on
the name: Jacob McKay. Her
first impression was that he
looked like a thug. A gangster.
On a whim, she responded
to his message and eventually
agreed to get coffee with him.
Two years later, Larissa and
Jacob are engaged and parents
to 1-year-old Lily.
According to Larissa, the
hardest part about being engaged as a college student is
time management. Although

“

Larissa Adamson and Jacob McKay hold their 1-year-old, Lily. In the midst of wedding planning, both try to balance parenting and schooling. The
couple’s wedding is planned for July in Arlee, Mont.

she’s only enrolled as a parttime student, she is studying to
become a nurse while raising
her daughter and planning a
wedding. She also works three
jobs.
The only person whose
schedule might be busier than
Larissa’s is her fiance. Jacob is a
student at the College of Technology and works at Ironwood,
a furniture manufacturer in
Missoula.
Because of their full schedules, it’s tough for the couple
to find time for each other.
Whenever they have a break
they’ll get together for lunch,
but they spend most of their
time together at night after Lily
is asleep.
The nuptial plans add an
extra element of chaos to their
already-hectic lives.
“Once I started planning the
wedding I was just like, ‘This

is so stressful,’” she said. “And
you always see movies and
stuff where everything has to
be perfect.”
But everything hasn’t been
perfect for Larissa. She hasn’t
been able to send out all of her
“save the date” cards because
black envelopes — to go with
her black and turquoise color
scheme — are next to impossible to find. And when her
cousin offered to help print
magnets for the wedding, the
magnets melted and almost
broke the printing machine.
As a working college couple,
Larissa and Jacob are trying
hard to keep their wedding expenses under a budget. But the
planning process hasn’t been
all bad.
“Even though planning is
stressful, it’s fun to have something else to do other than
school and work,” Larissa said.

At first I kind of wanted to wait
until we were done with college.
But I don’t really care
as long as I’m with him.

”

She also enjoys all of the
time she’s been able to spend
with her family because of the
engagement. Larissa’s family has been supportive of her
throughout her entire relationship with Jacob. They’ve helped
her plan the wedding and got
together to help make the “save
the date” cards.
The couple discussed marriage a lot, especially after
Lily was born. But they didn’t
get married because of their
daughter, Larissa said. Lily was
“just a bonus.”
Larissa was hesitant about
getting married young and
wanted to save up some money
before tying the knot.
The best advice Larissa’s
mom gave her when she and
Jacob started talking about
getting married was to “experience all of his seasons.” Her
mom explained that it’s important to be with a person during
all of the seasons in order to
experience all of their emotions
and how they react to the different weather.
Larissa took her mom’s advice and, after living with Jacob for about a year, realized he
was the person she wanted to
spend the rest of her life with.
“At first I kind of wanted to
wait until we were done with
college,” Larissa said. “But I
don’t really care as long as I’m
with him.”

Jacob took Larissa to a scenic
spot in the Rattlesnake with a
trail and a bridge. It was snowing. Larissa turned around to
look at something, and when
she turned back Jacob was
down on one knee with roses
in his hands.
The couple is getting married on July 20, 2013. The wedding will take place on Larissa’s cousin’s farm in Arlee,
Montana. The Montana natives
plan on having a Montana-inspired, rustic-themed wedding.
Adamson even bought a new
pair of cowboy boots for the
occasion. They plan on having
a fairly large ceremony with
about 150 friends and family.
After the wedding, the
couple plans on going to Disneyland for their honeymoon
before returning to Montana to
start their lives together. They
both love Montana and hope to
either stay in Missoula or Stevensville.
The best part about being engaged is “knowing that
you’re going to be with someone for the rest of your life who
you love,” Larissa said.
Her husband agrees.
“The best part is knowing
every day that I have someone
who loves me and will always
be there for me,” Jacob said.
grace.ryan@umontana.edu
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Big Sky big screen
Christopher Allen
Montana Kaimin
During the 2011 Big Sky
Documentary Film Festival,
a sold-out crowd gathered in
the Wilma Theatre to watch
New Jersey rock trio Yo La
Tengo perform their live
score to French director Jean
Painlevé’s series of underwater short films. Suddenly, after bobbing contentedly in a
Wes Anderson-like current of
groove, image and nostalgia
for a few songs, guitarist Ira
Kaplan got the entire crowd’s
hackles up at once by peeling
out a metallic shriek, sending
shockwaves through the theater and piercing ear drums.
Behind the band, the screen
flashed with strange aquatic
images, fissured and cracked
with color like a bomb went
off in a kaleidoscope factory. A
few faces in the crowd looked
a little uneasy, upset even.
Others grinned, satisfied in
the knowledge that they had
seats to a totally kick-ass show.
Missoulians have talked

about that show ever since. In
2012, during the screening of
Walter Ruttman’s 1927 silent
film “Berlin: Symphony of a
Great City,” a live band once
again treated an audience to
the pairing of screen and score.
Local duo NextDoorPrisonHotel brought language to a
silent, black and white Berlin.
Word is 2013 will once again
feature a live act, Goddammitboyhowdy, fronting the
documentary “Howdy, MT.”
These performances are just
one experience among many
shared by those who’ve attended the BSDFF in recent
years. Hundreds of locals,
as well as out-of-towners,
make the trek every year to
get in on the conversation.
The BSDFF bills itself as the
leading non-fiction film festival in the “American West,”
a phrase that conjures strong
images. A curious easterner might envision a massive
white projection screen, typical of the nearly defunct
drive-in movie theaters, surrounded by cowboys, cattle,

and brown Montana plains
nestled in between pine trees
and cow patties. A bastion of
aging technology set against
a mountainous backdrop. The
reality is grittier, stickier, and
ultimately, a bit more universal. They sell beer, after all.
Everyone starts with the
screening guide, released
a week early and scattered
throughout town. With dozens of films shown every year,
it’s impossible to see them all.
Money is premium, time is
limited, and there’s pressure
to not screw it up by choosing the wrong films. Inevitably, two must-see films are
playing simultaneously, and
despite what mom and dad
said, there’s always a favorite.
The night finally comes, and
Higgins Avenue comes alive.
Longtime film buffs and
mildly intimidated newbies
wait in the same line, each
clutching the same embossed
tickets. The festival takes
place during a Montana February, so hopefully the line
moves quickly away from the

concrete outside, wind and
drizzle traded for warmth
and history inside the Wilma Theatre. As tickets are
torn and the theatre doors
are propped open it becomes
clear that there is a choice to
be made: head straight down
the incline and snag a good
seat, or roll the dice and get
in line for the cheap beer
and popcorn combo? Nobody likes the latecomer who
stumbles blindly down the
aisle, stepping on shoes and
spilling cold drinks and hot
popcorn as she or he goes.
And no matter how vivid the
fantasy of seeking vengeance
upon the lady with the annoyingly good posture blocking the screen seems, everybody knows you aren’t going
to do a damn thing about it.
But once the good-natured
shuffling moves from the
line to the seats, and a hush
settles down upon the crowd,
whatever mild competition
may have existed between
See FILM, page 12
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VAGINA
MONOLOGUES

Friday @ 6:30 p.m.

Eve Ensler’s classic play
will be read by the Women’s Resource Center to
benefit the Emma House
and child safety. Great
play, good cause: Do it.
Where: Dennison Theatre.
How Much: $10, all ages

2
3
4
5

Hunter D’Antuono/Montana Kaimin
Technician Craig Holtorf prepares the projector in the Cystal Theater on Thursday, where the Big Sky Film Festival is scheduled to kick off Friday at 6
p.m. The festival’s first reel is a free screening titled “First Comes Love.”

11

WINTER
BREWFEST

Friday @ 5-10 p.m.
Get stoked kiddies, er, over-21
people: Winter Brewfest is
moving outside this year.
With the help of heat lamps,
bonfires and the body heat of
your drunk fellow citizens,
imbibe over 30 regional beers.
Where: Caras Park. How
Much: $10/mug, $1/taster. 21+

ENDOFTHON

Friday @ 9 p.m.

If you like hot dogs and/or
basketball games (in the Spokane Arena), make sure you
get to Endofthon fashionably
early. Fucked Up headlines
KBGA’s weeklong fundraiser
after-party; there’s tons of local
talent to check out too. Where:
Badlander and Palace. How
Much: $19/$16 pre-sale. 18+
ZOO MUSIC AWARDS
SHOWCASE

Saturday @ 8 p.m.

Local musicians of every
genre you can think of
descend on Missoula … at
the same damn time. It’s the
first round of elimination
in the first award fest of its
kind. Make your vote count.
Where: 9 venues. How Much:
$10 for access to 9 venues.

SPENCER!
ALBUM RELEASE-

Sunday @ 7 p.m.

Groove to the soothing
sounds of Spencer! releasing
his first album, “Spencer!
Sings Seven Sentimental
Favorites,” at our beloved local
all-ages venue. It won’t exist
as a venue much longer, so
please show some gratitude
for its run. Where: Zoo City
Apparel. How Much: $3.
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Iceberg Slim:
a pimp’s prose
Riley Pavelich
Montana Kaimin
If you’re looking for a little
edge at the Big Sky Documentary Film Festival, “Iceberg Slim:
Portrait of a Pimp” tells the tale
of one of the most successful,
ruthless pimps ever to play the
game. Born in Chicago in 1918,
Robert Beck began trafficking
women when he was 18. His
“stable of whores” allowed him
to live affluently in a neighborhood of squalor. He coldly
recounts beating and mentally
manipulating women.
Later in life, Beck wrote seven novels about his life and the
streets of the ghetto. His books
have sold more than six million
copies, and one was made into
a movie. Beck essentially created the modern day lingo used
to discuss pimping. Many rappers cite him as a major influence and appropriate his terms.
Beck’s story is told through
the lens of different commentators such as Snoop Dog, Ice-T,
Chris Rock, authors, professors
and psychologists. Many of the
men cannot help but express
their blatant admiration for the
success of the pimp and of his
lifestyle.

FILM
From page 11
moviegoers
is
snuffed
out along with the lights.
A
comforting
darkness
enfolds
the
audience.
Back in 2003, when the festival screened its first film, seven people attended. Last year,
nearly 20,000 people squeezed
through the theater doors
to watch the films. There’s
something special going on
here. Because the truth is, in
the age of the digital smorgasbord, many of these films

I was initially repulsed by
Beck, by his profession and by
the message he seemed to perpetrate. As Snoop Dog said,
“he made pimping look like
the best game in the world.” I
would have stopped watching
had Beck been a little less eloquent, thoughtful and honest.
The documentary details
Beck’s upbringing, his rape at
age 3 and his complicated relationship with his mother. It’s
not hard to understand young
Beck’s trajectory into hatred of
women. He continued making
money and running prostitutes
until 1960, when he was imprisoned and sentenced to nine
months solitary confinement.
Once released, Beck cleaned
up his act, married a white
woman and fathered four
young children (three girls)
in quick succession. The man
who once controlled the largest prostitution ring in Chicago
was now a dedicated family
man.
“Iceberg Slim: Portrait of a
Pimp” unfolds the meandering path of a visionary author
who articulated the violence of

the urban ghetto from the perspective of the biggest slug on
the block. My feelings for Beck
oscillated between disgust,
sympathy or even respect. His
unapologetic demeanor and
obsession with wealth prevented my full appreciation of the
man as an author. Also, the
film offers ambiguous commentary toward the end that
made me believe he fell back
into pimping after the success
of his books. This point, which

is only hearsay, is critical to my
understanding of Beck’s character. Did he weave his pain
into prose or just find another
way to trick?
All of the commentators are
very much under the spell of
the man they call “bewitching.”
As for me, I can appreciate his
genius and fortitude, but something seems amiss in lauding
the life and times of someone
who may have been a heartless
sociopath.

“Portrait of a Pimp” succeeds
in artistically telling Beck’s story, accompanied with a cool
soundtrack and nice graphics.
However, a feminist viewpoint
was completely absent and
therefore the film feels one-sided. The best way to get to know
a man is by reading his autobiography, so I guess I’ll have to
read “Pimp: The Story of my
Life,” to resolve my conflicted
opinions.

can be downloaded online,
for free, and consumed via
the trusty flat screen at home.
We swipe our cards because
on some level, there exists a
need to feel like part of a community, if only for 90 minutes.
It’s inevitable. An empty
beer bottle placed carelessly
on the floor gets kicked accidently, and takes the short ride
down the theater’s gentle decline, clacking against someone’s heel before skittering to
a stop. Row by row, heads peer
down into the dark, searching

for the mystery liquid pooling around a purse or jacket.
Then there’s the solo laugh,
quickly muffled with a hand
over a mouth, and a sudden
sense of embarrassment. At
home it exists in vacuum. But
in a theater, it has context. It can
stand alone or meld seamlessly with the rest of the crowd.
Besides the films, there are
workshops and after-parties
to attend for the hardcore fans
with some extra coin. This
year, experts will host workshops dedicated to the life

cycle of a documentary. From
the art of the pitch, to the challenge of distribution, filmmakers of all experience levels will gather to share ideas.
This year features Emmy-award winning filmmaker Stanley Nelson, as well as
a “Best of 10” film selection,
celebrating the BSDFF staff’s
favorite films from the first 10
years.
Brilliant
and
creative
minds across the globe are
turned on/stimulated by the
people they meet and images

they see. They do their best
to capture and translate these
stories, fail in a few ways,
succeed in most. And then a
dedicated crew of professionals and amateurs bring these
stories to the screen of the
Wilma and Crystal Theaters,
for an audience to experience,
shape and mold once again
and, in turn, share with their
closest friends and cinephiliac rivals. This isn’t Sundance
or Cannes. This is the Big Sky
Film Festival and it belongs to
Missoula.

Photo courtesty of BSDFF

riley.pavelich@umontana.edu

christopher.allen@umontana.edu
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Slow motion for me, slow motion for me
Eben Wragge-Keller
Montana Kaimin
Don’t watch this movie if you
don’t want to be filled with doubt
about completing your major.
If you already are, this could
seal your fate. It’s an old story:
Man has great, high-paying
job, filled with capitalist extravagances and a lot of very important decisions that impact
a lot of people’s lives. Unfortunately, man is unhappy the
whole time he is making the
kind of money many of us can
only dream of. Man contracts
some sort of ailment. Man realizes the futility of a life pursuing the pedestal. Man trades
in his Ferrari for roller skates.
Well, it’s traditional until that
last part. Dr. John Kitchin was
at one time a prominent neurologist in Pacific Beach, Calif.,
who suffered from an extensive mid-life crisis. So when he
began to go blind, he took it as

an opportunity to live his life
dream: roller skating. In slow
motion. Down the boardwalk.
Who doesn’t dream of that?
“Slomo” is premiering in
the shorts competition (which
isn’t a competition to see who
has the coolest shorts, disappointingly) and features some
fantastic cinematography. Rest
assured, there is plenty of “slomo” footage to gawk at. Interviews with boardwalk regulars
and their speculations as to
who the hell this old, bald, and
suspiciously happy individual is, gliding down the boardwalk with a leg arched behind
his head. Some proposed that
he was homeless (justifiable);
some suggested he had a mental disorder (equally justifiable), and yet everyone seemed
to be friendly to the man
without a care in the world.
However, his new persona
is a far cry from his days as a
self-proclaimed asshole. But

given his medical background,
he justifies it with neurological
science and remained just as
skeptical as anyone who was
watching him for the several decades he’s been doing it.
He talks of how happy he
is, spending all day every day
doing what he loves, and how
he has broken his life down to
the bare essentials. And we’re
all very moved and inspired
to do something that we love,
and for a moment we can forget about these silly financial
pursuits. But then the movie
ends, and we remember that
the reason he can afford to roller skate non-stop is because
he spent all those years working his butt off and saving his
money for whatever eccentricity suited him in his later years,
even if it was unanticipated.
It’ll make you smile and daydream, but don’t go lacing up
your roller skates just yet.

Callan Berry
Montana Kaimin
Have you ever judged someone? Yes. Have you ever been
judged? Yes. Should you watch
this documentary? Yes.
It’s easy to take the eccentric
— like the focus of this documentary — Steven, and toss
him off as just that. This is exactly what documenter Debbie
Lum originally seemed set out
to do. Steven is a 60-year-old,
twice divorced Asia-phile, having spent the last decade seeking out Asian women to date
online. When we are first introduced to Steven, he’s creepy,
invasive, mildly racist, and just
way too positive. We are meant
to dislike him, yet after a good
fifteen minutes you can’t help
but root for him. Steven’s overt
optism is infectious; all he

wants is to find his happiness,
which he believes lies with a
yet-unknown female Asian.
Quickly, we are shown his
failures and successes in the
Asian dating world. Some
women use him for money —
he seems all too happy to give
it. You want to wince, you want
to reach out to him, tell him to
stop, tell him he’s being used —
but then you see his face. He’s
happy, happier than I can say
I’ve ever been. This is when
Debbie (who up to this point
has become not only our narrator but our antagonist, digging
at her subject every chance
she gets) begins to see more
in Steven than she originally
thought as well. This is when
we learn that Steven has found
a Chinese woman, Sandy, who
wants to travel to the U.S. and
marry him.

Feb. 15-24 at the Wilma and Crystal theaters
Five-Film Punchcard $30
More than 100 movies
bigskyfilmfest.org

}

eben.wragge-keller@umontana.edu

Seeking Asian Female:
A Study in Relativity
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Cue the cringe again. Yet,
we don’t see the exploitation
with Sandy that we saw with
the other women: She seems
to genuinely love Steven.
Through the rest of the documentary we watch Steven and
Sandy’s budding relationship,
their struggles — including not
even being able to speak the
same language — and how this
forces the bilingual Debbie to
become a main character in her
own story. You end up rooting
for all three to learn, and grow
past their preconceptions of
what happiness really entails,
and what makes their loved
ones who they are. This is one
of the better documentaries I
have seen in quite a while, if
only to affirm confidence in my
own happiness.
callan.berry@umontana.edu

Iceberg Slim:

Slomo:

Seeking Asian Female:

Wilma Theatre
Sat., Feb. 16
@ 8:45 p.m.

Crystal Theater
Tue., Feb. 19
@ 5:30 p.m.

Wilma Theatre
Sun., Feb. 17
@ 5 p.m.
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BASKETBALL

Lady Griz defeat Wildcats, prepare for Idaho State
Alexandria Valdez
Montana Kaimin
The Lady Griz (18-7, 12-3 BSC)
kept the Weber State Wildcats (0-23,
0-14 BSC) defeated on the season in
a rout, 90-43.
Senior Kenzie De Boer had a hot
hand in the opening minutes of the
game for Montana. She scored the
first three baskets and fellow senior
Alyssa Smith hit a 3-pointer to put
the Lady Griz up by nine in the first
three and a half minutes of play.
Head coach Robin Selvig was
impressed all around with the play
from his team.
“We shot the heck out of it the
first half. That was awfully nice,”
Selvig said of his team that finished
with 20 assists. “We passed it and
shot it well and never really let them
get going. They do some things
defensively with some pretty good
pressure and I thought we handled
it.”
Montana shot their best in the
first half at 58.3 percent and shot
45.2 percent overall. Weber shot 24.1
percent overall.
The Wildcats started three freshmen and two sophomores compared to Montana’s three seniors
and two juniors. Junior Brittney
Newcomb led the Wildcats with 10
points. Sophomore Carlee Lough
contributed seven points and four
boards.
De Boer, who led all scorers with
19 points, said the offense has been
playing well all season.
“We’re definitely clicking,” De
Boer said. “We have an offense
where we can just motion and we
can just pass and cut and it’s not so

Austin Smith/Montana Kaimin
Lady Griz Shanae Gilham, left, Alyssa Smith and Katie Baker share a laugh as Montana’s backup squad runs out the clock on a 90-43 blowout victory
against Weber State.

structured. I think that’s really helping us when we’re playing against
teams who know our plays because
you don’t know what we’re going to
do.”
With the large margin late in the
game, some young Lady Griz players hit the court. Redshirt freshmen

Hannah Doran and McCalle Feller
saw extended playing time. Doran
finished with eight points and Feller chipped in six points and four
boards. Sophomore Maggie Rickman led the reserves on the boards
with eight rebounds.
When Feller and Doran start-

ed sinking shots, older players like
Baker were cheering from the side.
“It almost brings just tears to my
eyes,” Baker said. “Those girls mean
so much to me and I’m just so proud
of them. They are such a big part
and I don’t think they know how
big of a role they play.”
The win keeps Montana atop of
the Big Sky Conference standings
over No. 2 Northern Colorado. If
they can stay ahead of Colorado in
their final five games, the Lady Griz

will host the Big Sky tournament.
The Lady Griz’s next match is
Saturday against last year’s Big Sky
champions, No. 3 Idaho State. De
Boer knows Saturday’s matchup
will be an important one.
“They’re good shooters, they’re
good defenders and they’re an aggressive, very physical team,” De
Boer said. “They’re well coached
and we just have to come out ready
to play hard.”
alexandria.valdez@umontana.edu
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GOLF

Green: ‘Golf is really a year-round thing’
UM golfers prepare for spring season, confident about prospects

Grady Higgins
Montana Kaimin
For the past few months,
the putting greens and driving ranges of Montana’s golf
courses have been better suited for cross-country skiing
than hitting the links, but that
has not stopped the University
of Montana women’s golf team
from preparing for the upcoming spring season.
Head coach Emily Milberger’s squad has been hard
at work since late October,
either on their own or in the
cozy confines of the Play Gr8
Golf facility just off of Brooks
Street.
Milberger said she has been
very pleased with her team’s
work ethic in the off-season
and that they are itching to
be reunited with the wellgroomed grass of a golf course.
“We’ve done a good job over
break of being able to recharge
while also getting some work
in,” Milberger said. “This is
our third week practicing for
the spring season in this facility, so we’re getting excited
to get on the road and get on
some grass to see how much
the work has paid off.”
Sophomore Tara Green said
that although it was nice to
have time off from the rigors
of competition, there really is

no off-season for the Griz golfers.
“Golf is really a year-round
thing,” Green said. “If I take
even a week or two off, my
swing feels foreign. So, in order to stay consistent, you can
never stop practicing because
it’s all about muscle memory.”
That no off-season mentality
has paid off thus far for Green,
who was last year’s Freshman
of the Year in the Big Sky Conference and earned her first
tournament victory at the Cal
State Fullerton Folino Invitational. Her 76.6 fall scoring average was best on the team.
Milberger said she was ecstatic to see Green start off her
career with so much success.
“I think having a young
player have success right away
motivates the other players by
showing that hard work does
pay off,” Milberger said. “She
has made some great strides
in her game, handling course
management and the mental
aspects of the game.”
The Lady Griz are also led
by senior Olivia Weber, whose
career average of 77.9 is only
two-tenths of a stroke off of
the school record. “It’s really exciting to have a chance
to put my name in the record
books,” Weber said. “But it
doesn’t really add any pressure because I know that Tara
is going to blow that mark out

Photo courtesy of UM Golf Team
Senior Olivia Weber, a member of the UM golf team, takes a swing. The Griz will travel to California for the Cal
State Fullerton Folino Invitational on Sunday.

of the water by the time she is
done here, and I’m excited for
her to do that.”
Weber
received
second-team all-conference honors last season and tallied her
first tournament win in the fall
portion of this year at the Bobcat Invitational in Bozeman.
Weber said that she thinks her
adaptability to different situations is as important to her
game as her skills with any
club.
“I like to think that I can
mentally adjust to different
courses and conditions,” Weber said. “And if I’m having a
bad round, I feel like I am able
to not get down on myself and
keep the faith that I’ll play better on the next hole.”
The Lady Griz also added
Phoebe Tan, an international
student from Singapore, to the
roster over the winter. Milberger said she thinks Tan will

make an immediate impact to
her unit.
“Phoebe is new to Big Sky
country, and the states for
that matter, but she’s making
a great transition acclimating
to life here,” Milberger said.
“She’s very motivated and focused on her goals. I think she
has already made an impact on
what we want to accomplish as
a team. Adding her makes us
think we can not only get victories at tournaments but in
the championships as well.”
Rounding out the roster are
redshirt juniors Natalie Beard
and Lindsay Reeve, along with
freshmen Hayley Bingham
and Kyla Clancy. Milberger
said she feels fortunate to have
a deep roster so that all players
have opportunities to make
contributions.
“Natalie and Lindsay made
some great strides in the fall
and they bring some helpful

experience to the table,” Milberger said. “Hayley and Kyla
have had good starts and their
experience from the fall will
help propel us moving forward.”
The first stop on the spring
schedule is the Cal State Fullerton Tournament, which
Green won last season, in
City of Industry, Calif. The
event starts this Sunday
and runs through Tuesday.
Milberger said that she feels
her team’s experience on that
course will be a great help to
them.
“Having two girls that
played there last year gives
us great course knowledge
and the fact that we have the
defending champion on our
team makes us very excited
about our prospects there.”
grady.higgins@umontana.edu
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CAMPUS

Flash mob inspires hundreds
to confront sexual violence
Katheryn Houghton
Montana Kaimin
Main Hall sank into the
backdrop as about 200 women, children and even some
men danced in unison to the
beat of “Break the Chain”
for V-Day, joining the global activist movement to end
violence against women and
girls.
Dancing in the center of
the crowd, wearing a pink
blazer, was Jane Reynolds,
the University of Montana
student who ignited the One
Billion Rising movement in
Missoula.
“I am rising today because
one woman being raped or
beaten in her lifetime is too
many,” Reynolds said to the
cheering Oval. “One in three
women all over the planet —
that is an atrocity.”
The campus wasn’t the
only place pulsing on Feb.
14. More than 200 countries
joined in the dance to express
outrage and rise in support
of women all over the world,
Reynolds said.
“Today you will notice one
in three in our crowd on the
Oval wearing a red ribbon on
their arm; this is what one in
three looks like,” Reynolds
said, raising her arm.
Students faced the dancers
as more arms gradually rose
with red ribbons tied to their
wrists representing personal
violence.
Helping Missoulians prep

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility
for advertisements which are placed in
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use
their best judgement and investigate
fully any offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying
out any money.

LOST & FOUND
Women's gold and silver
watch found on the ground by
the Forestry building, Wednesday 2/13. Call (406)274-2799 to
claim.
FOR SALE
Fresh shipment of hot sauces! Lots and lots of new ones.
Come on over to the Joint Effort,
1918 Brooks St. Holiday Village
Shopping Center, and we'll

montanakaimin
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for the flash mob along with
Reynolds, dance instructor
Tarn Ream said preparations
for V-Day started 6 weeks ago.
“The response from our
community was amazing,”
Ream said. “Rehearsals were
huge right away.”
This was only one out of
four performances the flash
mob made in Missoula this
week.
Ream said energy was built
off the fact that this dance
united millions of people
around the world.
“People all over the country have already started
dancing,” Ream said minutes
before music filled the Oval.
“Whoever you are doing this
for, whether for a friend or
yourself, let that power come
through you as you dance!”
Many people gathered
around the Oval, some watching and others cheering.
Reynolds said the response from the UM campus
felt good and hoped that the
striking statistics on sexual violence stood out enough
to start some conversations
among students.
Observer Mariano Silva
approached the flash mob,
not sure what to expect. Silva
said he thought he was about
to view a Valentine’s Day special.
“It’s nice to see someone
representing more of a female
aspect since we have a really
male-cultivated society,” Silva
said.

Sue Ellerman, 55, was
among the dancers in the
crowd on campus and said
participating was both scary
and empowering.
“I am a survivor of sexual
abuse,” Ellerman said. “It’s
easy to feel isolated, but people dancing all over the world
to the same song is powerful.”
Ellerman said she hoped
this day let other survivors
know they aren’t alone and
can openly talk about it.
Another performer was
6-and-a-half-year-old Grace
Rookey who said she had
been dancing since she was in
her mom’s belly.
Grace’s mom, Elissa Rookey, said this day was important for women to stand up
together and show younger
generations their rights.
“I hope this dance inspires
her to speak up,” Rookey said
while putting a hat on Grace.
“And it’s a positive way to express yourself through movement.”
Madison Monroe and Caleb Deitz participated as a
couple to raise awareness in a
peaceful way.
“This just became extremely personal very quickly because we do know people
who have been affected in
whatever way — be it mental,
physical, or spiritual — it’s
just been a beautiful process
to be part of.” Monroe said.
“Men and woman have come
together to really fight, and
oh, it’s just been so beautiful.”

Tommy Martino/Montana Kaimin
Leftover Salmon performed the first show of their three week tour at the
Wilma Theatre Feb. 13.

katheryn.houghton@umontana.edu
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warm you up!		
Digital Scales. The Joint Effort 1918 Brooks St. Holiday
Village Shopping Center.
Posters! Blacklight, regular,
low prices. The Joint Effort
1918 Brooks St. Holiday Village
Shopping Center.		
Indian Tapestrys. The Joint Effort 1918 Brooks St. Holiday Village Shopping Center
Hello hookah smokers! 38

SHRED IT BRO

flavors of shisha and hookahs too. The Joint Effort 1918
Brooks St. Holiday Village
Shopping Center.
HELP WANTED
Summer driver must be at
least 21-years old. Established
local guest ranch June-September. Dining room/cabin crew
mid August-September 2445571. Great Northern Whitewater Raft & Resort now hir-

RATES
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.50 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.40 per 5-word line/day

ing for summer positions! Visit
us at the Big Sky Career Fair on
2/20!
The Springs at Missoula is
seeking part-time servers &
dishwashers, the wage depends
on experience. We seek people
with commitment to quality
care and dedicated to "doing it
right" please call 406-273-0101
or stop by 3710 American Way
for an application.

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week.
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Lost and found ads may be placed in
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3
lines long and run for 3 days.

SELF STORAGE
Call Today! 406-541-4645 All
Star Self Storage New Facility
& No Deposit.
SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair.
Voted best of Missoula 2012.
Student discounts! 136 E Broadway Computer Central 5426540
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