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PSC 335: . American Foreign Policy -
Professor Michael Punke
Spring 2006 .
: An Introduction to National Security Policy-Making
January 24, 2006. Course Overview.

January 26, 2006. American Foreign Policy: A Brief History

" Reading: Jordan et al, American National Security (“Jordan”), Chapters 4 and 3,
Forward (pages vii-ix).

Part 11: The Institutions of American Foreign Policy

Janvary 3 1, 20()( I“he Inqtitut'ion Of the ']’l*égidency
Reading: Jordan et al C hapter S Us Cénsﬂtuﬂon | Article II
Pcbruary 2,2006. The National becunty Councﬂ.
“ Reading: Jordan ét al, Chapter 1.0.2 |
February 7, 2006. The Departm.erit of D.efense.
Reading: Jordan et al, Chapter 8. 9-11 Commission Report, pages 95-98.
bcbruary 9, 2006. lhc lntdhgcnca (‘ommumty

Readmg ondan et al, Chapter 9 9 11 (_ommlsuon Report paé,es 86- 93 407-
419.

Due Date: topic selection for projects, including honors-and graduate papers
February 14; 2006. The Department of Homeland Security.:”

Reading: Stephen E. Flynn, “America the Vulnerable,” Foreign Affairs,
Janualy/}? ebruary 2002. 9 11 (,ommlssmn Report 385 393. :

Dtscusswn Wrttmg PI oject 1
Febr ualy 16, 006 The Department of Slate
Reading: Jordan et al, pp 105-109, 1‘52 9- H Commlssxon chort pdbcs 93-95,

February 21, 2006. Public Op1n1011 Congress, "md the P1ess



Reading: Bob Woodward, The Commanders, “A Note to the Reader,” pp 31-34;
Jordan et al Chapter-6; US Constitution, Article I. 9-11 Commission Report,
pagcs 41 9 42 3. '

Fcblucuy 23 2006 Economlc Ag,c,nucs The NEC Treasury and U‘%TR

: Roadmg, Robort Rubm [n an Uncel tain Wa/ Id

Part IIl:. Case,Sfudiés in American Foreign Policy ..
February.28, 2006. The Cuban -Miés_ile C_rio;is.'-.
Reading: Allison, Essence of Decision, Chapters 2, 6. .
| March:2, 2006. The Cuban Missile Crisis (cont.)
| . Reading: -Allison, Essence of Decision, pp 13-23; 143-147; 255-258:
March.7-,-20()’6.- The First Gﬁlf War - o -
- Reading; Bob Woodward, The Commanders, Chapters 16-21. - -
March 9; 2006. The First Gulf War:: (cont.)
| . Reading:-Bob Woodward, The.Commanders, Chapters 22-25.
March 14, 2006. 9-11+ Before and During -

Reading: 9-11 Commission Report, pages.1-14; Chapter 2, pages 1 60-169, - -
Chapters 8 an_d ]_O.

March ]6 2006 9 ll ~~~~~ Aiter
) Rcadmo Woodward Plan of Attack
| Due Date Wutmg PI‘OjeCt I |
| Dzscumon Wrttmg Praject II
j .March 21, 2006 Afghamstan/lraq

Readlng Reserve Woodward Bush at War |



.March 23, 2006. . Test Preview. Discuss Oral Presentations..
+ - Reading: 2004 Exam . .-
March 28, 2006. Spring Break,
March 30, 2006. Spring Break.
April 4, 2006. ;Irac\l -
- Reading: Woodward, Plan of Attack . -
April 6,2006. Lessons of 9/11 and ,Iraq..
+ . Reading: Woodward, Plan of Attack -
- The 9-11 Commission Report, Chapters 11 and 13.
Part IV: Current Issues in American Foreign Policy
April 11, 2006. Student Presentations.
Due Date: Writing Project I1
April 13, 2006. Student Presentations.
April 18, 2006. Student Presentations.
April 20, 2006. Globalization.
Reading: Friedman, The Lexus and the Olive Tree
Aprii 25, 2006. International Trade. |
//Reading: to be assigned.
April 27, 2006. Human Rights
Reading: Suettinger, Beyond Tiananmen.
May 2, 2006. National Security and Politics.
" Reading: to be provided

Due Date: Writing Project I1I (Honors and Graduate students) |



€~

May 4, 2006. Topic to be determined based on current events.

May 9, 2006. Fihél exéin: 8:0'()' a.m. 't(v.>‘ 10am



Books.

Jordan; Taylor, and Mazarr, Admerican National Security: '
- Graham Allison and Philip 7 cllkow I*s*sence 0/ I)ects*zon 2" [fdmon
i The 9-11 Commiission Report:. : " ; B
Bob Woodward, The C()mmandei s
Bob Woodward, Plan of Attack
... Thomas Friedman, The Lexus and the Olive Tree .. R N TP

Class participation. This will be an active class, with an emphasis on discussion as much as
lecturing.- I will:use a Socratic format-(like law.school), calling upon pre-designated students to..
draw out key parts of assigned readings.: Much:of what you learn will come from your -
classmates. Because of this format, I will expect that students arrive at class prepared, having
completed the dwg’ned readxn,g} Part ol you1 g,rade wﬂl be detcrmmed by your class .
parﬂclpatlon e ; Sl L e by . .

ertmg assxgnments. In addltxon to thc substancc of Amcuum foru gn pohcy thls claqs will
emphasize writing. In particular, the class will emphasize the type of writing done commonly in
policy-oriented jobs (e.g., legislative assistant, White House-aide). Each student will complete :
two short. projects, both of which will relate to a ten-minute:class presentation in-April. In
Jairness to your classmates, failure to meét a deadline for any assignment wzll result in a
reductmn in your gr ade

iionors/(;raduate mcrcment I [onors studcnts g1 aduatc studunts (and any othm studcnt
wishing to do so) will complete an additional writing project (“Writing Project. 1117), details to be
discussed individually.

Gr admg (rrados wﬂl bt, bascd on thc To]]owmg brcakdown
: ?Class Partic-ipation 5% |
Writing Project I~ 25%
Writing Project Il 20%
~ Final; an:m A 500/)-‘ ;

(Honms/(:raduate btudents/()thers elecung to complete Wr mng PIO] ect 11T Same as
above except that the final exam w1]1 count f01 25% and Wutmg Pro;u:t I]] wﬂ] count for
25%.) G 3 O Y . : o S

Posslble Ioplcs‘ fm Wl mng l’ro;ects/()l ‘11 Pi esentatmn v
In consultdtlon w1th me, you will p1ok a smgle research l‘()p/(, that Wlll fo;m the. bdck,g,mund f()l
Writing Project 1, Writing Project II, and the short oral presentation. (In other words, you will
not pick a different siubject for each of these three projects;) No two people can pick the same
topie, so reserve a topic early if you are passionate about a particular subject. Pick your
topic by emailing me; the first student to email me gets the topic. Once you have confirmed your



topic selection WI'[h me, visit me during office hours so that we can narrow youl resear ch ‘Other
specifics of these projects will be discussed in class. e S :

You should feel free to propose your own topic, subject to my approval Possnb]c qubj ccts
include the followmg . L

Bird flu and ‘US national security. .. R

New challenges in Latin . America: Argcntma and/or Bohvxa -

Public opinion and the War in Traq

Post-election Iraq

Post-Sharon Israel

Middle East peace talks

Humanitarian relief

China/Taiwan dispute

US-China relations in the new century

US-Japan relations in the new century

Donald Rumsfield’s role in formulating National Security Policy

Condoleezza Rice’s role in formulating National Security Policy )
Bush’s immigration policy and the US relationship with Mexico
FEurope’s role in international security

IEDs

US-Canadian Trade Relations

Drug interdiction and the US relationship with Colombia
Current US global efforts to halt the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction
US efforts to keep North Korea from building nuclear weapons

The US relationship with Saudi Arabia

US efforts to combat AIDS internationally

US efforts to combat global warming

The role of the United States in the United Nations

The role of the United States in the World Trade Organization

Foreign Policy and Montana

|

Office Hours. I will maintain office hours from 9:30 to 10:30 on Tuesday and Thursday (after
class). My office is located at DHC #106. If this time does not work for you (e.g., because of
conflict with another class), please contact me to arrange another time. I can also be contacted
by email at mpunke@michaelpunke.com.


mailto:mpunkc@michaelpunke.com
http:challenges.in
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