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Political Science 595
Ethics in Public Administration

Jesse Munro, MPA
Phone 406-442-1622
E-Mail: j.munro@bresnan.net

Course Description

This course introduces students to the issue of ethics in public administration. The course - 5
focuses on understanding and applying the theories of ethics to the role of a public administrator.

Course Objectives

1. To acquire substantive knowledge and understanding of the theories of ethics,
compromise, and integrity and their importance to the field of public administration. -

2. To develop the ability to recogmze and apply-this understandmg to relevant 1ssues and
srtuauons facmg publ1c adm1n1strators in thelr dally operat1ons ,

Requlred Texts

“Right or Wrong A Brlef Gu1de To Understandmg Etlncs ”? Thomas L. White, Prentice Hall
“Sphttlng the leference Compromlse and Integrity in' Eth1cs and Polltlcs Martm Ben] amm,
Umvers1ty Press of Kansas ' o

“An Ethlc Of C1t1zensh1p for Publlc Adm1n1strat10n ”? Terry L. Cooper Prentlce Hall
Course Requirements

Lessons must be completed by cach Wednesday by roughly m1dn1ght ‘Students are requlred to
read all assigned readmgs partlcrpate ol the discussion board; and complete two writing
assignments. Lessons provide summary pornts based on what the author is: -trying to emphas1ze
in their writings, the key elements. These are: not to be considered all-in¢lusive and the student is
respons1ble to use these summary points 1n ‘developing their understandmg o e

Course Grading o

Grading will be based on your Discussion Board responses and the two writing assignments. -
Each writing assignment is worth 100 points and Discussion Board responses are worth 100 °

~ points for the semester, for a total of 300 points. You will receive your Discussion Board points
~ at the end of the semester. If you are curious as to how you are doing on your Discussion Board
questions during the semester, call me and I will let you know.

A= 279-300
A-= 270-278
B+= 261-269
B=  249-260

B-= 240-248
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»—

C+= 231-239
C= 219230

Weekly Assignments

Lesson 1 (Due 1 February) Introduction to Ethics

Read the mini-lecture on-line, complete a351gned readlngs (Thomas Whrte Chapters 1 and 2),
and respond to the D1scuss1on Board questrons '

Lesson 2 (Due 8 Februarv) Approaches in Studvlng Ethlcs

Read the mini-lecture on- -line, complete assigned read1ngs (Thomas White, Chapters 3 and 4),
and respond to the Dlscussmn Board questlons

Lesson 3( Due 15 February) Actln,q and Thlnkmg Ethrcallv

Read the mini-lecture on-line, complete assigned readings (Thomas White, Chapters 5 and 6),
and respond to the Discussion Board questions.

Lesson 4 (Due 22 February) Writing Assignment #1

Writing Assignment Due by E-mail Attachment — No Mini-Lecture for this week.

Lesson 5 (Due 1 March) Introduction and Meanings of Compromise

Read the mini-lecture on-line, complete assigned reading (Martin Benjamin, Chapter 1), and
respond to the Discussion Board questions. :

Lesson 6 (Due 8 March') Understanding Moral Compromise

Read the mini-lecture on-line, complete assigned reading (Martrn Benjamin, Chapter 2), and

respond to the Discussion Board questions.

Lesson 7~( Due 15 March) Introduction to Integritv

Read the mini-lecture on-line, complete assigned readrng (Martln Benjamin, Chapter 3), and

respond to the Drscussron Board questions.

Lesson 8 (Due 22 March) Compromlse and Ethical Theorv

Read the mini-lecture on-line, complete the assigned readings (Martin Benjamin, Chapters 4 and
5), and respond to the Discussion Board questions. .

March 29 — Spring Break — No Lesson

Lesson 9 (Due 5 April) . Writing Assignment #2

Writing Assignment Due by E-mail Attachment — No Mini-Lecture for this week.



-

" Lesson 10 (Due 12 April) Citizenship and Legal Definitions

Read the 1 mini-lecture on-line, complete a531gned readlngs (Terry Cooper Chapters 1 and 2), and
respond to the Discussion Board questions. :

Lesson 11 (Due 19 April) Ethical Citizenship

Read the mini-lecture on-line, oompleteassigned. reading (Terry Cooper, Chapter 3), and respond
to the Discussion Board questions.

Lesson 12 (Due 26 April) Public Administration and Citizenship:

Read the mini-lecture on-line, complete a551gned reading (Terry Cooper Chapter 4), and respond
to D1scuss1on Board questions.

Lesson 13 ( Due 3 May) Citizen Administrator

Read the mini-lecture on-line, complete assigned readrngs (Terry Cooper, Chapter 5, 6 and 7),
and respond to the Discussion Board questions.
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