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UM SURVEY REVEALS WOOD PRODUCTS CUTBACKS
MISSOULA—
Reflecting the depressed condition of Montana's wood products industry,
a new information system developed by the University of Montana's Bureau of
Business and Economic Research confirms that most of the state's largest wood
products firms cut back substantially during the first three months of 1982.
The forest industries information system, sponsored by the Montana Wood
Products Association and conducted by the Bureau, obtains production, employment,
and earnings information from the state's wood products firms.

Included are

sawmills, plywood plants, particle and fiberboard plants, pole plants, and a
pulp mill.
Statistics will be available on a quarterly basis.
Thirty-three plants, accounting for over 90 percent of the state's wood
products manufacturing activity, provided information on their operations in
the first quarter of 1982.

During each month at least ten plants did not produce

and at least seventeen operated at reduced levels.

Only four plants operated at

normal levels throughout the period.
Total employment figures compare dismally with a "normal" production year
such as 1976, when the Montana industry helped supply building materials for
about 1.5 million new housing starts in the United States.
Given the current structure of the industry, 1.5 million housing starts
would result in an estimated 4,752 production employees each month at the mills
(over)

included in the survey.

That compares to the first quarter of 1982, when

these plants employed 3,364 workers in January, 2,906 workers in February, and
3,016 workers in March.
In addition to the drop in employment level, about 1,300 additional
employees were on reduced work schedules for at least some of first quarter 1982.
The Bureau notes that these employment figures refer only to production
workers at mill sites.

Not included are the several thousand workers in

logging, transport, and other related areas.

m
EDITOR'S NOTE:
by the BBER.

Following is a table which outlines the statistics compiled
Please note the source and explanation in your use of it.
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THE MONTANA WOOD PRODUCTS INDUSTRY
FIRST QUARTER 1982

January

Number of mills
Not producing
Operating at reduced levels
Operating at normal levels

February

March

33
10
19
A

33
12
17
A

33
11
18
A

Expected employment under
normal conditions

^ >752

A,752

4,752

Number employed
Number on curtailed hours

3,361.
1 ,280

2,906
1,286

3,016
1,273

Estimated number of jobs

1 ,388

1,81.6

1,736

Production Workers

lost

Source:
University of Montana , Bureau of Business and Economic Research,
Forest Industries Information System (Missoula, Montana, 1982).
Note:
The thirty-three mills included in the report account for
approximately 90 percent of the total production of wood products in
the state.
Normal conditions are defined as a year such as 1978 when
there were 1.5 million new housing starts in the United States.

