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I)R. C. A. SCHENCK
Dr. C. A. Schenck of Darmstadt, Germany, one of the best
known men in the Lumber Industry and in Forestry work
throughout the United States, was part of the permanent sta ff
of the School of Forestry of the University of Montana during
the past winter. Dr. Schenck is probably better acquainted
with the interrelations and advancements in the Lumber In
dustry and its related Forestry on both sides of the Atlantic
than any other man. His lectures and courses were along this
line.
He has spent the last summer in studying conditions in
Central Europe and the Scandinavian Peninsula. He arrived
in Missoula in December and returned to Europe in April, after
completing his work in Missoula.
The noted forester came to this country for the first tim e
in 1895, and upon his arrival he was secured to draw up plans
for the George Vanderbilt estate in Biltmore, South Carolina.
Several years later he founded and was made the director of
the Biltmore Forestry School, the first of its kind in the
United States.
He may be placed in line with Pinchot, Fernow and Roth,
all four of whom are often termed “The Fathers of American
Forestry.” Dr. Schenck has been greatly assisted in advancing
the forest movement in the United States by the help of former
presidents Harrison, Cleveland, and Roosevelt.
Dr. Schenck was educated at the U niversity of Giessen
and the University of Heidelberg in Germany, receiving his
Ph. D. degree from the former. During the late war he served
in the German army with the rank of colonel.
He is an author, a statesman, and a diplomat. Among
some of his more important books are, “Our Yellow Poplar,”
1896; “Forestry in Kentucky,” 1899; “Forest Utilization,”
1904; “Biltmore Lectures in Silviculture,” 1904;; “Forest Man
agement,” 1907; “Forest Policy,” 1911; “Some Business Prob
lems in Forestry,” 1898; “Oak Coppice,” 1895; “Forest Men
suration,” 1905; “Forest Finance,” 1909; “Forest Protection,”
1909, and a recent publication, “Forest Utilization in Europe.”

Th e f o r e s t r y k a im iN

PORKY
Slow-moving, waddling Porky,
He never has a care
For he knows he’s well protected
By his most gosh-awful hair.
He’ll chew your saddle leather,
He’ll gnaw a hole right through,
And then for thanks, the dog-gone cuss
Will try to bunk with you.
He’ll walk across your blankets,
Drag his tail across your face
While you’re lying there a-wishing
That you were some other place.
He loves to rattle pots and pans,
And he’s never quite content
Until he hears you cussing
And high-tailing from your tent.
Alban Roemer.
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OPPORTUNITIES IN FORESTRY
Dr. C. A. Schenck
Forestry is a new thing, in America as well as in Europe.
Its very newness tends to increase the opportunities in for
estry on the one hand— by opening new lines of research, of
economic use, and of in vestm en ts; and, simultaneously, on the
other hand, its newness m itigates against such opportunities
as are met in other well established professions.
In a sense, forestry is, and will continue to be for years
to come, an evolution, an innovation and a venture.
It is impossible to estim ate the value of our national for
estry assets consisting of timber ready for the axe and of
young growth possessing a prospective value. It is striking,
however, that the dollar value of the primeval forests left
today— although the remnant comprises no more than onesixth of the original forests— is far in excess of the value of
all the forests existing 50 or 100 years ago. In other words:
The less timber we have, owing to destructive lumbering, the
greater is the value of the remaining remnants expressed in
dollars and cents. One-sixth of the forests is worth more than
was six-sixths; and it stands to reason that one-tenth and
even one-twentieth will be worth more than one-sixth, today.
The present value of our woodlands and of our forests is,
without a doubt, under-estimated by the public as well as bv
the investor. While the total wealth of the nation is estimated
to be 320 billions of dollars, the value of our woodlands, com
prising one-fourth of the area of the U. S. A., is supposed to
be no more than four billions of dollars: This is less than the
value of the woodlands of Germany, a country not much larger
than is Montana.
So large are our woodlands, that they could, if they were
properly managed, supply the needs of the entire world.
It is often claimed by lumbermen and by foresters alike
that the use of timber is diminishing and that, as a conse
quence, the needs of the United States as well as of the world
are getting smaller. True, brick and concrete are replacing
lumber in house building; steel is replacing timber in the con
struction of railroad cars; iron is replacing wood in fences:
In spite of all, nevertheless, the actual demands on the forest
are increasing rather than decreasing, the world over.
No more than 60 years ago, spruce-wood came into use as
the chief raw material for paper. Today the United States do
not produce spruce wood enough for their own needs. Twenty
years ago, rayon silk was a novelty. Today, rayon silk, made
of wood, is rapidly becoming a favorite among the textiles.
Nothing stands in the way of the replacement of cotton by
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wood fiber— a fiber as good and as strong as is cotton, but
cheaper than is cotton. Our trees contain all of the ingredients
required for the clothing of mankind. Science and technical art
have been slow in promoting the use of the woods, to that end.
The chem istry of wood fiber is the most intricate and difficult
section of al chemical research.
The opportunities in this connection are immense.
By a simple process, wood can be converted into ethyl
alcohol which, indeed, is a by-product of wood fiber m anufac
ture. This ethyl alcohol contains more energy per gallon than
does gasoline. It is merely a question of time, of research and
of invention; and the solar energy stored in our trees will be
used as m otive power in our automobiles.
The chance is th e re ! The opportunity is th e re !
Wood fiber, however, may do more. The young M ay-twig
in which the wood fiber forms, is or may be used as food for
the ruminants. Again and again, in a tentative way, the con
version of wood into ensilage— a simple laboratory process—
has been attempted. So far, however, the inventive genius of
an Edison has been lacking to make the experiment technically
successful.
The time may come, too, when wood is converted, with the
help of yeast, into fats to be assimilated by cattle or by hogs.
The possibilities and opportunities are enormous. We are
at the threshold of an era in which the forest is the first sta
tion of a chemical factory instead of being the last station in
a quarry yielding fuel and timber. The impossibilities of today
are the common places of tomorrow.
We should not under-estimate, however, the value of the
forest as a purveyor of lumber and thus of American homes.
The most important social question of the day is the homing
question. Without individual homes for individual families,
our slums must increase, with all the evils adhering to slum
life. The forest, by supplying the essential raw material for
cheap homes, forms the chief bulwark against social upheaval
and thus against moral and national decrepitude.
For the student of nature, the forest offers a novel, huge
and wonderful opportunity in research. Forest research has
been trailing behind agricultural research; it is more difficult
than is agricultural research; forest-exerim entation depends
on a larger multitude of factors than does farm-experimentatio n ; no scientist engaged in forest research can be— what he
ought to be— a specialist in chem istry, in mycology, in bacteri
ology, in nematology and so on and so on. And yet it is these
very studies and these very sciences which m ust be used by
a genius revealing to the world the secrets of forest life and,
incidentally, the secrets of silviculture. European forestry,
ignorant of these secrets, has undermined the existence of the
forests almost as badly as has done destructive lumbering in
America.
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Thus it is that the opportunities for research in forestry—
and especially in silviculture— are immense. A Darwin is
needed to explain the life of the woods; a Roentgen is needed
to send his rays of elucidation into the darkness of forest s o il;
and an Einstein is needed to reveal the relativity of site and
of time in American silviculture. The opportunities are there,
wonderful opportunities, but leaders and genii— and their help
ers— are lacking to exploit them.
It is obvious that forestry cannot flourish anywhere, on
a large scale and in the long run, unless it be an investm ent as
remunerative as is an investm ent in farming, in stocks or in
industries.
So far, the world over, opportunities for investm ents in
conservative forestry have been lacking. It is safe to say that
even in the woodlands of Europe which, in area, are as large as
is the total woodland area of the United States (450 million
acres), conservative forestry productive of timber is, the excep
tion and not the rule. Like any other industry, certain eco
nomic factors are needed in any country to put conservative
forestry, at a given time and at a given place, on its feet.
It is obvious that some sections of Europe as well as of the
United States lend them selves better than others to invest
ments in conservative forestry. The opportunity for such
investm ent is, in other words, not a universal opportunity but
an opportunity depending on locality and on time.
Destructive lumbering is the only alternative left, under
American conditions, where primeval woods are converted into
commodities. Unfortunately, the primeval woods are usually
found in places where, at the time being, conservative forestry
is a poor investment. In such cases, two possibilities are open:
The areas depleted by the lumbermen m ust be taken in hand
by the state and by the nation, at least temporarily, or they
must lie idle for many a year to come. The opportunities for
private investm ents in conservative forestry are bad; no one
would practice in America destructive lumbering if conserva
tive forestry were a better investm ent.
Economic questions— and forestry is an economic question
— cannot be solved by mere science, in our case by the mere
science of forestry. Forestry as a business cannot be estab
lished by science any better than was established the chemical
business in the United States by the science of ch em istry: The
economic conditions had to be right and ripe before chemical
factories could be built in the United States.
Here it is— in the economic conditions— that the econo
m ist, the politician, the lawyer and the financier m ust combine
to bring forestry into its own. If we had had in the United
States, during the last fifty years, a little less forestry-science
and a little more political vision and economic help and finan
cial insight, more conservative forestry would be practiced in
the United States today than we actually have.
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Theodore Roosevelt and Gifford Pinchot, neither of them
a forest scientist, have done more for the advancement of
American forestry than has all the science of all scientifically
trained foresters. There are wonderful opportunities for the
forest-politician, for the forest-econom ist and for the forestfinancier in American forestry. So far, they have been dis
regarded.
For the young man who wants to make forestry his life
work, there is a huge number of opportunities by which he may
make him self useful. There prevails for him, however, the
danger of overspecialization in given lines of work. In the
last analysis, forestry is nothing but common sense applied to
woodlands; and he is the best forester whose resourcefulness
allows him to solve the ever-changing problems of the forest.
It should not be forgotten, in this connection, that forestry
is not silviculture alone; and that logging will always be the
major part of the work of a forester in actual charge of a
forest, since forestry is, essentially, a problem of transporta
tion: The finest tree in the world has no value unless it is
accessible. The opportunities for the American forester to be
useful are large, particularly so in the field of logging and
lumbering.
In so far as forestry is a business, a general knowledge
of men and a general knowledge of affairs is more important
for the practicing forester than is any special knowledge of
any of the many sciences connected with forestry.
Its very difficulty is the charm of the profession of for
estry. It requires, indeed, super-men who are scientists on the
one hand and business men on the other.
There is not much of a financial reward for the practi
tioner of forestry. Anyhow, is life worth living? Some people
claim that it is n o t; and these people are almost r ig h t: Life is
not worth living unless it be lived for a great cause. And what
cause in America offers greater and better and nobler oppor
tunities today for a life that is worth living than does forestry ?
And the reward for a life devoted to this opportunity is
its very immortality.
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GRADUATES AND RANGERS
By Fred Morrell
The United States Forest Service will doubtless continue
in the future as it has been in the past, the largest single em
ployer of Forest School graduates. The Service is now com
mitted to a definite program of materially increasing the per
centage of its men who have had college forestry training.
This policy has been vigorously urged upon the Service by
Forest School faculties. There has been much discussion of
the policy during the two years past in official circles of both
the Forest Service and the Forest Schools. This discussion
has served to create a better understanding on the part of
Forest Service men of the problems confronting the schools,
and on the part of school men a better understanding of the
recruiting and organization problems of the Forest Service.
But what the policy in employment of Forest School men in
the Forest Service should be seems far from clear either to
men in the Service or in the Schools.
There seem s to be a feeling in some schools that their men
should not enter the Forest Service as rangers, or serve in the
capacity of rangers. This is especially hard to understand in
view of the position taken by the schools that not less than
50 per cent of district ranger vacancies should at this time
be filled by Forest School men, and that no man should become
a supervisor who is not a graduate in forestry. Certainly it
does not square with the policy of the Forest Service that with
few exceptions a man should not become a supervisor who has
not been a successful district ranger. It is an axiom in busi
ness that a superior officer should so far as possible have
learned through experience the work that his subordinates
have to perform. I can think of no reason why this very gen
erally accepted rule does not hold good in the Forest Service.
Then there are seemingly those who agree that Forest
School men should serve in the capacity of Forest rangers but
they are much disposed to put it on the basis of “getting
experience,”— conveying the idea that the Forest School man’s
service as a ranger is a part of his training, a fairly short
experience to be gone through as he goes through school, and
out of which he is to pass quickly if he is a man of average or
better than average ability. The first fault that I have to
find with this point of view is that the ranger district cannot
be efficiently handled by a succession of men, no m atter how
capable they may be, who stay on it each for only a year or
two. Obviously no one can learn the geography and the re
sources of an area of land as large as a ranger district is and
will be for many years to come, in so short a time. Much less
can he get acquainted with the Forest users to the extent neces
sary for good administration or make and put into effect even
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the sim plest plans for utilization of the resources. To be sure,
the new ranger finds his district a going concern with some
plans made and the job reasonably well cut out for him, but
his work isn’t all mechanical and conditions are continually
changing. The ideal is that he shall become the resident man
ager of the property. There isn’t much more argument for
the idea that good management can be secured by changing
men under Civil Service every two or three years than there
is for assuming that good government can be secured under
the old political spoils system of changing employees in execu
tive departments of government every time the party in power
changes. And so as I see it, among the things that the Forest
Service should strive for in organization is permanency of
tenure. And permanency of tenure in the district ranger
grade is just as necessary as it is in any other grade. If given
the choice of holding the present ranger force where they are
for ten years, or of having two groups of men twice as capable
on the average who would each stay five years, or a group
three tim es as capable who would each stay 3 years, I would
choose the former.
This then, is the first reason as I see it, why we should
hope that Forest School men who go into the ranger grade
will look at it as more than a “getting experience” venture. It
does not to me appear as a discouraging outlook for college men
who can find satisfaction in the kind of work and the living
conditions that the Forest Service has to offer. The living
conditions are probably well enough understood by the Forest
School faculties, and students of Forest Schools that they do
not need description here. The same thing can probably be
said about the district work as it is today. The only appre
hension I have here is due to the fact that there has seemed
to me to exist in some quarters an exaggerated idea of the
amount of forestry that could be practiced in the National
Forests if there were only enough competent foresters to prac
tice it. That more and better foresters could practice more
forestry than is now being accomplished even under present
economic conditions and under present financial lim itations is
beyond question true. But how much more? Certainly not
enough that every man can, because he is a good forester, go
about the practice of forestry beyond what economic condi
tions will permit or beyond the financial lim itations under
which the Forest Service works. One hears a good deal of
criticism to the effect that men coming out from Forest Schools
are put to digging post holes, building telephone lines, trails,
etc. And critics seem to believe that that is all due to woodenheadedness or pure cussedness on the part of their superiors.
No doubt some of it is, but the fact remains that much of the
protection and administration job of the Forest Service in the
past and much of it in the future will consist, speaking figura
tively, of “digging post holes.” On much of the National
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Forest acreage the job is singly one of protecting and develop
ing the resources. If there isn't any sale for the resources
and no money for improving timber stands the forester can't
do much more with such an area than the level-headed horse
sense variety of individual who has gotten his education in the
woods. The meat of this is that every man who comes into the
Forest Service in positions such as district ranger, supervisor
or member of the supervisor's staff, cannot go a long way in
the practice of forestry, just because he wills it, nor just
because anyone else wills it. Changes can to some extent be
made but it is well that we all understand and appreciate the
practical limitations.
Another reason why Forest School men m ust expect to
stay longer at ranger and similar jobs if we continue to recruit
a larger percentage of our men from the schools is that there
will apparently be no other jobs open to them. It is true that
the demand for foresters outside of the Federal service is
increasing rapidly; the work of the Forest Service is expand
ing into new lines, over more territory and the demand for
National Forest resources is increasing. The outlets for men
in the ranger, scaler and junior forester grades are increasing.
An example of this in one district of the Forest Service is
shown in the following figures which give the number of
rangers and the combined number of all other grades of field
going men in the district employed on December 31 at five-year
intervals:
1910
1915
1920
1925
..............
„......... 219
196
186
188
Rangers
90 129
135
130
All other field grades
Total ............................................... 309 325
321
318
In a force of nearly constant numbers the percentage in
the ranger grade has decreased from 71 per cent in 1910 to 59
per cent in 1925. This has been due to expansion of activities
and intensity of use, largely sale of timber that has resulted
in specialization, and perhaps the taking away from the ranger
grade of some of the work that it did fifteen years ago. There
are a good many men in the Forest Service who believe that the
latter thing has been done too much and that this tendency
should be checked and that we should bring about a condition
more nearly comparable in this connection with that which
existed in 1910. Personally I am skeptical of our ability to do
that but if we can it must be through more permanent and
more capable district rangers. The Forest School graduates
will fill the latter specification, and if we succeed as we would
like in this connection they must fill the former.
Our turn-over in ranger positions should not be more than
from 10 to 20 per cent a year,— an average tenure of say 7V2
years. As time goes on the turnover should become less,—
not more than 10 per cent. The sum of this is that the uni
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versity trained rangers m ust look forward to staying on the
job about as other men have stayed on it if we are to recruit
largely from the Forest Schools.
Finally, I hope that the Forest School man will be able to
see in the ranger work a real job,— a chance to leave his im
print in the way of some definite accomplishment in the
handling the physical resources of his district. I hope that the
man and his associates in the Forest Service will learn to
measure success by that yard stick more than we have done
in the past. I hope that the tim e may speedily come when we
shall think of our own success and the success of our friends,
not in terms of what rank we have attained, (how definitely
we have removed ourselves from the woods to the swivel chair)
but in terms of what monuments we left behind us in the
woods as marks of the work of a forester.
I have tried to point out that all men in the Forest Service
will not be able to do this in any intensive way soon because
there is much “post hole digging” to be done. But we can't
even dig good post holes by the mere process of “passin*
through.”

THE CLEARWATER
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WHERE THE RANGER’S WIFE IS SUPERVISOR
Photo by K. D. Swan, Courtesy of U SFS

A RANGER’S WIFE TALKS
Mrs. Albert Yochelson
Somebody has said that if the practicality had been con
sidered, the great events of this world would have never been
accomplished.
_
«
This has often recurred to me when I made a resume ot
all that being a ranger’s wife entails. I feel sure that other
ranger wives have often experienced the same mental analysis
of its worthiness in so far as its practical side is concerned and
its material compensation. Not that we should have reconsid
ered our choices of husbands—rather that they should ha,ve
reconsidered their choice of a job. However my analysis ot
the position has always made me exceedingly thankful I was
not practical.
,
_
, .
I was grossly ignorant of a ranger s work and of rangers,
generally speaking, previous to and upon entering my new
sphere as a ranger’s wife. Surely, I knew him as a romantic
figure, who poses for eastern tourists on his sleek black horse,
dressed immaculately in a “take your eye costume, eulogize
as “Guardian of the forests.” I did not know him as I have
come to know him, a frightful aspect appearing after being out
on a two week’s fire, with a two week’s growth of beard and
w hiskers; with a faithful, though not at all handsome horse
that responds to a strange assortment of endearing (?) words.
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I have come to know him as the “Guardian of the forests” in
a much broader sense. He guards its ranges from trespassing
sheep and cattle as well as from fire. I have found him to be
still a figure of romance if one can accept romance, even after
the hard stern realities are exposed.
I do not believe there is any work in which man and wife
can more truly work side by side, as comrades, than in for
estry, especially in the status of ranger. Though my ignorance
of the true nature of the work was astounding, I soon became
exceedingly familiar with it from a technical, idealistic, prac
tical and cussing standpoint. In my close association with it,
I could not do otherwise. On every possible opportunity I
accompanied my husband on field trips, though I wish to state
emphatically, never on a fire.
A fter a fire was reported, and immediate preparations
were being made to go to it, I made m yself as inconspicuous
as possible. I did not even dare proffer my services after the
tim e I attempted to pack some things for my husband and put
in his pajamas. Right here I learned the importance of haste,
of a light pack, and of taking only the very necessary item s.
When reports cried for attention, I even tried my fingers
on the old standby, the Oliver typewriter. I suppose because it
responds so magnanimously to the often unsym pathetic touch
of the ranger (it being very strong) it is accorded the position
of favorite. I experienced considerable difficulty learning
a ranger’s diction. His language is hardly euphuistic. He is
not partial generally to words of many syllables and I found
Sears Roebuck catalog considered by some, undisputed
authority.
On my extended field trips with my husband, I learned to
bear with Spartan courage, aching bones after a horseback
ride of thirty miles, a burning skin and parched lips. Vanity
died a natural death in the face of the indescribable charm
of the wild, so that freckles and sunburn received no notice.
I found I could subsist admirably upon pork and beans and
“Ranger’s delight,” a dish reeking of the m ystery of the
Orient. However, when one becomes more fam iliar with it,
he finds it to be, eggs as a background combined with cheese,
onions, a generous dash of pepper and any other scraps that
may be utilized successfully or otherwise. These are traditional
ranger’s dishes, from what I can gather, and anyone who can
not like them has lacking an essential taste needed in the
Service. I mastered the art of throwing the diamond hitch,
though Sambo just would not obey when spoken to decently.
He was a ranger’s horse and responded accordingly.
I never counted stock. Mathematics always made my
head turn, so while my husband counted them, I sat by watch
ing Bill Jones size up the ranger as to how many more he
could turn out on the range.
Thus through m y close association with my husband and
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his work, my knowledge expanded and with the expansion
grew the ideal and love of it. A t first it did not mean this
to me. I had to accept the work to get my man and I accepted
it as something inevitable. Now that acceptance is a Godgiven ideal.
So many of my friends and my fam ily have asked me,
“W hat is the work of the ranger ?” I cannot specifically
answer that question for all my contact and association with
the work. I wonder if anyone can. Before I married into the
family, meaning the Service, one kindly, gruff old stockman
characterized it to me as “A good job for a lazy man.” How
I wish he m ight change jobs with the ranger! He would find
he had to be diplomat, lawyer, mechanic, preacher, doctor and
goat, besides being a forest ranger; he had to possess a, fair
knowledge of all the arts under the sun; to bear stoically
all the complaints of permittees, and the usually justifiable
upbraidings of his superiors for certain work not being accom
plished, though how a dozen tasks are to be done at once has
never satisfactorily been solved. Yes, the ranger can push
Job entirely o ff the stage.
Humbly, though staunch in my belief, I should like to
give my viewpoint of the Service, the men and what it means
to me.
The Service embodies idealism, loyalty and brotherhood
all tending toward a noble and lasting work, the conservation
and proper distribution of our natural resources.
The men individualy are of the highest type of manhood
and moral stamina. They could not be otherwise. Nature
leaves her clean indelible mark of character on them. They
are men of tried and tested strength, the weaklings are soon
weeded out and lost after the stern realities and dull routine
appear. They are men who are idealists, who see that through
their work they are upholding the principles that mark us
as a great nation.
It means to me all the pride these words can convey,
“I am a forester’s w ife.”
m------------

TO A CHIPMUNK
A chipmunk shared my cabin
Up on a lookout peak.
We soon became quite chummy
Although we didn’t speak.
But one sad day in zealous mood
I baked a batch of bread;
Came suppertime, the bread was gone,
And poor Chippy,— he was dead.
Alban Roemer,
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A MOUNTAIN LAKE

THE MOUNTAIN LAKE
High in the mountain fastness
There gleams a liquid gem
Surrounded by rugged peaks and crags
That hide it away from men.
Here the doe with her spotted fawn
Cools her lips and lingers to rest
When the dawn’s first flush steals over the ridge
And drives night to its home in the west.
Its surface forms a mirror
That reflects the shores about
Till the wind starts ripples dancing
And reflections are blotted out.
Alban Roemer.
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WESTERN ELK MEAT FOR EASTERN TABLES
By Ernest W. Shaw
The presence of the wapiti or American elk in public and
private parks for many years past has proven this noble game
animal, where confined to few in number, to be susceptible
of semi-domestication. Perhaps the greatest aggregation of
these animals under private fence could have once been found
in Austin Corbin’s Blue Mountain Park, New Hampshire,
where at one time there were 500 head, more or less. But in
this great game preserve were approximately 10,000 acres of
mountain and stream and open grassy meadows scattered
throughout the woodland forming ideal conditions similar in
a marked degree to natural habitat of elk. For more than
a generation, in various parts of the west and middle west,
the propagation of elk for commercial purposes has beer,
attempted in a small way without promising financial result.
It has remained for two young eastern men living within
a stone’s throw of Cape Cod to capitalize the idea of raising
elk in the east on a commercialy large scale.
Percy R. Jones originated the idea, and he with his
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brother Maurice and their father E. B. Jones of Middleboro,
M assachusetts, have formed a company under the name of
The Elk Breeding and Grazing Association, Inc. This corpora
tion owns and now has under game fence approximately 600
acres of land of woodland type which in years past was heav
ily cutover for its white pine, maple and oak timber. This
land though carrying a light stand of second gi’owth hard
wood with some pine, has largely come in with scrub-oak,
which browse, except when budding in early spring, m ust be
considered of doubtful forage value.
In the low swampy sections of the tract is found a limited
variety of feed and browse. Grasses, the natural elk food and
which in their native element consists of by far the major por
tion of elk diet, is conspicuous by its absence. A strip of about
100 feet in width has been cleared paralleling the inside of the
enclosure and it is planned to seed this strip down to wild and
tame g ra sses; but to date this ground has not been broken up.
The plan for stocking this present pasture and others to
be constructed on both owned and leased land, contemplates
the purchase from the Government of a majority of the elk
now on the Wind Cave Preserve in South Dakota and on the
National Bison Range in Montana. It is anticipated that from
1,000 to 1,200 head will be obtained from these two sources.
Already 60 head have ben delivered from Wind Cave and ten
express carloads (about 400 head) have recently arrived from
Montana, with more to follow in the near future. In addition
to the above, negotiations are in progress for the purchase of
small scattered bunches from private owners. It is no small
nor inexpensive task to capture and transport one thousand
wild elk across the breadth of these United States; and the
Jones Brothers may well be classed as true adventurers in con
ceiving and carrying out this project to its present status. If
completed, and it seems in a fair way to be, it will constitute the
largest shipment of wild game in the history of the world.
In all there will be three trains of express cars consisting of
ten 70-foot cars holding 40 head, each car divided in pens
holding six to eight elk. There is also attached a car for the
caretakers and their equipment,— 400 head to the shipment.
The very magnitude of the thing conjures the imagination and
would restrain any but an adventurer from attem pting it.
The express bill alone is about $15,000 for each train.
However, there is a question which naturally arises in
the mind of the well inform ed: How can the Federal Govern
ment which has for years been trying to stim ulate public
interest in the preservation of the rapidly diminishing elk
bands in the vicinity of the Yellowstone, now ju stify its posi
tion in disposing of them wholesale ? How come ?
The answer is simple when the situation is explained.
The National Bison Range and the Wind Cave Game Pre
serve were constructed to save from probable extermination
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the American bison; specimens of which were donated for
that purpose by the American Bison Society. Originally, there
being a temporary surplus of range, a limited number of elk
were captured and shipped to both areas from the depleted
southern herd in Jackson Hole.
Owing to the protection given the range enclosed, both
grass growth and density was stimulated and because of the
excellent grazing conditions plus the continual warfare against
predatory animals within these preserves both bison and elk
have so increased as to crowd their carrying capacity. The
question of winter feed has become a problem. It has reached
the point where one of two things must be done. Either en
large these pastures or cut down the numbers of game within
them. It happens that the former is wisely not compatible
with the program of economy now issuing from the White
House, therefore some of the game must go. Since Congres
sional appropriation was primarily intended and originally
made for the purpose of saving the buffalo, the interloping elk
m ust be sacrificed. The Government has attempted both live
sale and market butchering, and although quite successful
in a small way, it has found this method of reduction too slow
a process. The problem is much too acute to permit further
delay and demands an immediate reduction of animals.
A t the psychological moment the Jones Brothers ap
peared upon the scene with an offer to purchase and the trick
was turned. Anyone of previous experience with our Uncle
Samuel knows it was not quite so simple as that. There were
reams of correspondence with conferences at W ashington and
inspection of pastures and fences both in M assachusetts and
the w e s t; but eventually a workable agreement or contract was
executed, under which the corporation was to construct or at
least supply the money for the construction of several miles
of cross fence on the Bison Range and acquire (at a price) all
but 30 head of elk ranging there, with two years in which
to remove them. According to conservative Government rec
ords this should mean about 800 head. According to Warden
Rose who is in charge, there will be at least 1,000 animals to
come from there. Wind Cave will supply, under a separate
agreement, 125 head more.
To plan and arrange for the capture of 1,000 wild elk
is a comparatively simple matter— on paper. In reality it is
far from that. It is the greatest undertaking of its kind
in the history of the country. Carload lots have been success
fully shipped from time to tim e; but this is an epic in the
annals of wild game shipments.
The writer took part in the capture and delivery of the
first trial car shipped from Wind Cave. It was not a new
experience except that the handling of wild game in bulk
always provides new and interesting opportunities for observa
tion. Four thousand acres under fence is not a particularly

