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M y sincerest fe lic ita tions  to  the class of 1915 of the U niversity  of M ontana! 
M ay you be im bued w ith wholesome am bitions, ac tuated  alw ays by the loftiest 
ideals, an d  determ ined  a t  all hazards to  win fo r  yourselves th a t priceless je w e l: 
ait education  th a t  w ill equip  you. head an d  heart, to take y o u r places as the 
m akers of h isto ry  in the active life  o f S ta te  an d  Nation.

N o th ing  w orth while is won save by s triv in g , and  m uch of the zest o f life 
comes w ith  an d  because of th a t  striv in g . F o r the active, energetic, pu rposefu l 
m an life  holds rew ard  w ithout s tin t. F o r  the s lo th fu l an d  unam bitious th ere  
is n au g h t save the deadly  dullness of oblivion.

T h a t you th  who p u ts  into his e ffo rts  the u ltim a te  ounce of energy, who 
ceaselessly strives to acquire th a t which the b e tte r equips him  fo r his career— 
th a t  you th  realizes a thousand  fold more of p ro f it  on his investm ent th a n  does 
the  y ou th  who listlessly  loiters th ro u g h  his te rm  an d  th en  passes out to  d r i f t  
w ith  the  tid e  to  w hatever p o rt D estiny  m ay choose fo r  him.

E d u ca tio n  cannot m ake a m an, a lthough it can and  does m ake him b etter 
and stronger. I t  cannot m ake a diam ond w here th e re  is only a  moss agate base 
to w ork upon. I t  cannot m ake a pea rl w here the m ateria l a t hand  is only cold 
g ray  stone. B u t it can re fin e  to its  g reatest w orth  the p u re  gold th a t  is lying 
d o rm an t in  the ch a rac te r of the stu d en t. I t  can help him to fin d  his place in 
the w orld an d  f i t  him  fo r the task  th a t  he m ay be best able to  perform .

In  the  fin a l analysis, m an gets ou t of education  ju s t  w hat he pu ts  in to  it. 
I f  he approaches it  w ith  a dete rm ina tion  to  s a tu ra te  his soul w ith the th ings 
th a t  a re w orth  while an d  th a t  a re designed to  broaden  his vision an d  m ake of 
him  a m an am ong men, he will fin d  his w ay to  the “ seats of the m ig h ty .”  I f  he 
lie u rg e d  on by  no am bition  beyond the needs of the hour he has no cause fo r
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rebellion if life holds out to  him none of the prizes that are waiting for those who 
accomplish things.

A few of our great men have achieved high place in the affairs of the 
Nation and the hearts of the people without the aid of the colleges, bu t this 
fact cannot be heard in argum ent against our institutions of higher learning. 
In  the nature  of things an education in its truest sense m ust give a man greater 
strength and depth and breadth. I f  in a fter years he be numbered among those 
in the humbler walks and professions, he is yet the better man and better citizen 
fo r having acquired his education. He may not make an indelible impression 
upon his day and time, and yet deep w ithin his heart will always be that pro­
found satisfaction th a t comes with knowledge. In  the approval of his better self 
man finds much of com fort; in fact, without that approval life can hold little of 
enduring benefit to him.

Not every man can become a “ captain of in d u stry ’’ or a leader in the pro­
fession that he has chosen. Yet there is always room for the man who comes 
ready and willing and thoroughly equipped to his task. In  the m atter of men 
capable of leading, in all of the avenues of life ’s activities, the supply never 
exceeds the demand. And for those of us who cannot lead there is always the 
reward for persistent, intelligent industry and conscientious devotion to the task 
set us.
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