M aureen and M ike

Mansfield Library
UNIVERSITY

OF

M O N T A N A

Archives and Special Collections
Mansfield Library, University of Montana
Missoula MT 59812-9936
Email: library.archives@umontana.edu
Telephone: (406) 243-2053

The follow ing index lists the major topics in the audio recording and the approximate point
when they occur in the recording according to an analog cassette recorder's tape counter. This
tape counter index (TCI) has not been edited fo r accuracy by Archives and Special Collections.

4

OH #131-13
Carl Dragstedt Interviewed by Gladys Peterson
10/4/84
Topic of the Interview is the Depression
[SIDE A]
000-050

Peterson asks him where he was born.
He was born in
Butte on October 21,
1900.
He grew up in Butte and
went to school there through his sophomore year in high
school.
Then he went to Long Beach High School in
California
for
a year and came to Missoula with his
parents for his last year of high school.
He notes
that when he graduated from high school in 1918,
the
high school had a total enrollment of 650 students.
Missoula county had a population of about 19,000.

051-100

Peterson asks him how large his family was. He was the
oldest of three boys.
Peterson brings up the
point
that Dragstedt has a cousin who is a well known doctor.
Dragstedt talks about his cousin and that he grew up in
Anaconda
and went
to what is now known as the
University of Chicago school of medicine.
The school
sent him to Europe as a surgeon.
He then came back
from Europe
and got on the staff at the school and
later did research work, which is what he is well known

for.

101-150

Dragstedt continues
to talk about his cousin who was
also
the
first man to separate
Siamese
twins
successfully.
Peterson
asks Dragstedt what he did
after he graduated from high school.
He went to the
University of Montana and graduated with a degree in
business administration in 1923.

151-225

Peterson asks him what his father's occupation was.
He
says that his father was always in business also.
He
talks about his father's business in Anaconda.
They
had to move the business to Butte after the Anaconda
Company
started issueing script money only good in the
company store.
He explains that the reason they went
to California was that his father hadn't had a vacation
in over 15 years and his nerves finally gave out.
His
father
couldn't handle
the pressure of the drastic
price changes that came about because of World War I.

226-300

He talks about their trip down to California and back
up to Butte.
On the way back to Butte they went
through a lot of little mining towns and they wondered
how people could live like that with mining dumps in
their
back yards.
When they got back to Butte they
realized that they were seeing the same thing and so
they decided to move to Missoula.
Peterson asks him
what he did after he graduated from the university.
He
says
that his first
job was with the
Missoula
Mercantile,
in the main office.
In the office
then
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there were
thirty employees but today there are only
about three.
He worked there for three years but had
no chance of advancement.
301-380

He then resigned and wanted to go out to se e the rest
of the world.
His brother had just got out o f CO liege
and
so they went travelling tog ethe r stayin g in their
fraternity's houses in diff eren t cities.
They
then
found
jobs in one of the big dep artment store s in
Portland,
Oregon.
He the n tells a story about
the
first work day.
He talks a bout the ir stay in Por tland
through
the holidays and th eir stay with some f amily
friends for Christmas.

381-450

He
then talks about his offer to go to work over in
Shanghai.
He got married at this time and so the trip
over was their honeymoon trip.
Peterson asks him how
long he was in Shanghai.
His contract was for
three
years but his boss died at the end of the year and
the
creditors took over the business and he was without a
job.
So he came back to Missoula in 1926.

451-550

He

talks

about

the

si nes s he we nt into wi th the
H is fath er w ent in to bus in ess
th e clothi ng busines s • He went
to work for them as a clerk.
T>-*_-----er k . Peters
on asks if bus in ess
was good in those days,•
He say s th at bu sine ss was
pretty
slow then,
er son asks how their cu St om ers
were.
Dragstedt says
at by and la rg e their cu St om ers
were the working men.

551-600

They
talk about how did the cloths buying
in the
families.
He says that they almost always dealt with
men
since it was a men's clothing store and the women
seldom came in with their husbands to buy the cloths.
Peterson asks him how business was in 1930 and whether
the depression was starting to take effect.

601-650

He says that the business wasn't immediately effected
by the depression.
Some of their customers did
lose
their jobs,
however.
He says that the people did get
along by tightening their belts.
Peterson asks him
whether
these
people were paying for the cloths with
cash.
He says that they had a large credit business in
the store.

651-700

He says that the credit losses were always very low
because
people
seemed to always pay at some time or
another.
Peterson asks him whether other businesses
went
bankrupt.
He says that he doesn't
really
remember.
He says that times were very tough.
For
example,
the high school party for the seniors at the
end of the year had everyone dress up in $.95 white
shirts,
no suits or anything was worn because no one
could afford them.
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701-750

Peterson asks him if there were very many women working
downtown at that time.
He says, no.
Mostly men worked
in the clothing business.
This was the same in other
stores.
He says that the attitude in those days was
that
if someone was married,
the wife was supposed to
stay home.

751-800

Peterson asks him if wages were cut during those years.
He says that they all took substantial cuts.
They were
only getting subsistence wages.
They were all weekly
wages.
Peterson asks if there were any businesses that
went bankrupt.
He does remember that Barney's, a men's
fashion shop, went out of businesses.

801-850

Peterson asks him what he remembers about the
W P A . He
says
that it stimulated the economy because the people
under
the program got script money and they could buy
things with it that they wouldn't normally have
the
chance to do.
The script that was given was only
for
fundamental goods,
however,
nothing
fancy could be
bought with it.

851-950

Peterson asks if the businesses contributed to any
charity
organizations.
He can't recall any of the
organizations because his dad was the one who
took care
of things like that.
He never really got involved in
that
but his father was always a great contributor to
things like that.
Peterson asks where some of the poor
people got help.
He says that many had to pass through
committees
that would
judge how much
help
the
individuals
concerned
should get.
Peterson asks
whether
the depression effected whether children went
on to college or whether
they even finished
high
school.

[END OF SIDE A]
[SIDE B
000-050

He thinks that it would have effected them but he isn't
sure.
Peterson asks if President Roosevelt was very
popular with the business community during the 1930s.
Dragstedt really isn't sure.
Peterson asks him if he
remembers the NRA.
He doesn't really know how that
operated with respect to business.
Peterson says that
the idea wasn't very popular in some places.
He says
that
people usually don't like to be told what to do
but he agrees with what the NRA did.

051-100

He is talking about after World War II started and the
government took over all of the manufacturing etc..
Their was a scarcity of products.
He talks about his
trip
back east and all of the stores and warehouses he
saw with no merchandise
at all.
Most of these
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wholesale houses went out of business permanently
and
it was only after the war that some could again pick up
business.
101-150

Peterson asks when Mr. -G&oJ^sold out to his father.
He
says that it was in about 1927.
Mr.
went to stay
with
his son and their store in Idaho but a few months
later M r . '^■arrfr came back to Missoula and opened a new
store.
He asks how long his father’s business remained
in operation.
His father died in 1950 and they
continued the business until they sold out in August of
1978.

151-200

Peterson asks him if he wants to make any other
observations
about his dad’s business or anything else
he wants to talk about.
He talks about his and Mrs.
Dragstedt’s world travelling.
Of all of the places
that
they have seen around the world they like to live
in Missoula
the best.
Peterson thanks him for the
interview.

[END OF TAPE]
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