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MANSFIELD ORAL HISTORY COLLECTION
Speech to the Economic Club of Southwestern Michigan, 1962 

OH #22-42
000-122 Introductions from the Economic Club of Southwestern 

Michigan, with brief biography of MJM.
123-149 MJM speaks of Representative Clare Hoffman.
150-213 Government of the USA is the people, not ’’dupes and 

traitors" and if the people do not like what is happen­
ing they can be voted out. Extremism does not belong in 
USA.

214-293 In USA, only the President has the responsibility under 
the Constitution to deal with foreign affairs. Presi­
dent’s job is a lonely job. Berlin is difficult because 
Khruschev is difficult to understand. US Senators have 
the responsibility for all the nation.

294-358 MJM suggested Berlin to be unified as a whole, free city 
but that route has been cut by the Berlin Wall. Non- 
negotiable items about Berlin: (1) freedom of the people 
of Berlin; (2) the rights of the Allies for free access 
to Berlin; and (3) Allied rights of occupation. The 
Berlin crisis is not over and there are many other 
trouble spots.

359-450 Latin America and the Alliance for Progress are moving 
towards needed reforms. Castro is a danger to all of 
Latin America and the AFP will help make changes with 
out the dangers of a communist revolution.

451-482 USA has pumped $400 million into Laos, and nothing has 
come of it. Diem in South Vietnam is in danger and USA 
has and will help Vietnam if he makes the necessary 
reforms.

[END OF SIDE A]
[SIDE B]
000-042 USA does not have all the responsibility to make 

changes, but the nations we help must work with us. In 
Korea money is wasted, but we can not abandon Korea. 
Japan’s exports are a problem, but the position of Japan 
is precarious and must rely on trade.

043-069 Africa is more than just the problems of emerging 
nations. USA is in the Congo because of commitments to 
UN and stability in Africa.

070-147 Many more problems face USA, and the people must think 
of all facets of it. Only now is USA adding to military 
forces to back up what needs to be done in foreign 
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affairs. JFK represents all of the people and all the 
people should give him support.

148-199 Foreign policy is not a great mystery, but the dangers 
of Khruschev’s actions to attain his goals are manifold. 
There is not easy, quick, or cheap way to get out of 
these dangers. Taxes are needed to preserve freedom 
here in USA and around the world.

200-234 Thanks from the Economics Club of Southwestern Michigan.
235-306 Question and answer period. MJM does not see a unified 

Germany in the near future. Monroe Doctrine has been 
superseded by the Rio Pact.

307-383 USA’s relationship with Common Market is still unclear. 
France’s reluctance to act with USA and Great Britain on 
Germany is France’s concern. Friction between USSR and 
PRC is certain due to historical factors.

384-442 MJM doesn’t know about National Council of Churches 
actions. MJM sees sale of jets to Yugoslavia as a worth 
while endeavor, but any actions about Yugoslavia rests 
with Tito and the President.

443-458 Taxes are the field of the House of Representatives.
[END OF TAPE]
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