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Beatrice E. (Betty) Burton interviewed by Gladys Peterson
April 5, 1989
[Side A]
000-064

Originally from Iowa.
Her parents were originally from
Minnesota.
Her
father worked on the railroad and the
family moved around often.
She has a brother who lives
in Maywood, California.
She has a sister in Utah.

065-128

Life as a railroad worker's child.
Betty enjoyed
the
moving
around
and graduated from school
in eleven
years.
More on Betty's parent's family background.

129-172

Family moved
to Idaho.
Betty father's worked
as a
bookkeeper
and her mother was a beauty shop operator.
Betty finished high school in Idaho Falls.

173-251

After
high
school she attended college at the Idaho
Technical
Institute,
now called the University
of
Southern
Idaho at Pocatello (Idaho State University).
She
thought
about majoring in chemistry
but took
teacher courses instead.

252-282

Betty skipped a year in school.
Missed being in class
with
children her age.
Because she was young for her
grade and her parents were strict,
her social life was
affected.

283-392

She took a one year
and then taught at
German and Russian
There were also
teaching in 1926.

402-438

Economic conditions in Idaho in the 1920's.

439-548

Activities in the community of American Falls.
Betty
was the only teacher and she lived with a family in the
community.
Her salary was a $100/month.

549-611

Betty talks
friend
in
Hole.
He
both became

612-791

teacher's training course in Idaho
American Falls,
Idaho,
This was a
settlement.
It was a rural school.
'"'Mennonites around.
She
started

about meeting her husband while visiting a
a community on the
Idaho side of Jackson
was a teacher also.
Betty and her husband
certified to teach in Utah.

They taught in Wendover,
Utah.
It was difficult
to
teach
if you were married.
Anecdotes
on life in
Wendover
including the presence
of a "red light”
district,
the arrival of the Malley train engines and
bootlegging.
1
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792-899

They continued to teach in different communities.
They
taught in the communities of Erwin,
Idaho,
Roosevelt,
Utah and then in the small community near Ely,
Nevada
called Manti
(difficult to hear).
Ranching and hay
country.
Her husband enjoyed chasing wild horses.

900-950

Betty's husband's experience as a coach and teacher at
Roosevelt, Utah.
This was the late 1920's.

[End of Side A]
[Side B
000-076

Betty substitute taught after her children were born.
She taught again in 1947,
They bought a ranch in the
Big Hole country of Montana . Betty taught school then
in Jackson.
Then she taught at another school in the
Big Hole seven miles from their ranch.
(The name
is
inaudible, sounds like West Fox.)

077-136

The Depression.
The family didn't go hungry,
but it
was hard sometimes to find two cents to mail a letter.
While
in Idaho she remembers selling beef on the hoof
for two cents a pound.
She learned how to make
soap
and card wool.

137-170

Betty's inlaws were pioneers in Utah, near Logan.
Came
from England
and lived in Grantsville,
Utah
before
moving near Idaho Falls.

171-239

Betty
taught
school
at Erwin
for two
years.
The
Palisade Dam was being built there at that time.
Ended
up teaching and parenting all through her career.

240-265

Comments
schools.

266-393

Charles
stayed
on the farm during WWII.
Charles died when he was fifty-nine.
The two sons knew
about
the ranch
and Betty was not required
to be
involved at all.
The ranch was sold.

394-460

Betty recalls teaching in Armstead Bend.
The dam was
being built.
It was interesting to watch the dam being
built.
People had to sell their homes.

461-514

Then she moved to Dillon and taught school and she also
got her
degree from Western Montana College
and was
working
on her master's degree.
The school board had
made a rule that teachers had to retire at 65.

515-554

Betty's daughter,
Ann Ibey,
lives in Missoula.
hu-sband Ernest works at Big Sky High School.

comparing

the

2

teaching

in

the

different

Her

555-656

Betty liked to help the slow learner come along.
She
liked the average learner best even though she has
worked with the top classes as well.
She had fun with
the kids.
Would like to have taught five more years.

657-766

Things Betty didn't like about teaching she just made
up her mind to go ahead and do them.
Art in junior
high was one her mostdifficult assignments.
Looks back
on teaching as happy years.

767-967

Betty moved to Missoula to be near her family.
Owns
her own home.
She is busy in Senior Citizens and RSVP.
Has a good time with her grandchildren and goes up to
Seeley Lake with Ernie and Ann.
She has been to Hawaii
and Nova Scotia.

[End of Side B]
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Beatrice E. (Betty) Burton interviewed by Gladys Peterson
April 5, 1989
[Side A]
000-068

Betty's children and
their career choices.
Burton was involved with the Yellowstone fires
the summer of 1988.

069-096

John Burton and Ann Burton Ibey graduated
from the
University of Montana.
Ann is working on a business
degree from the University of Montana.
She was a
teacher but quit to be home with the family.

097-117

More information on John Burton and his family.

118-185

Betty comments on the importance of family and friends.
It's important to be active if you are to be happy.
Believes in making the best of life.

[End of Tape]
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