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Amb. Mansfield at FAC Discussion with Media 

OH #22-282
[Side A]

000-096 MJM arrived in Japan in June and he has not met with 
the press people many times since he arrived in Japan. 
They have not have opportunities to hear from him 
directly. On the 14th of last month, MJM gave a talk 
at the Japan Youth Society in Tokyo and the interviewer 
has a copy of the digest from that presentation. The 
interviewer agrees with MJM that in Japan there is a 
flood of information about the U.S.. It is difficult 
to screen the information and to grasp an accurate 
image of the U.S.. He states that there is both good 
things and bad things about the U.S. but on the other 
hand, the information that the Americans gets about 
Japan is very out of date. This creates an information 
gap. He asks MJM if he has any ideas or suggestions as 
to what can be done to achieve a better understanding 
between the Americans and the Japanese.

097-118 MJM states that he has only made 2 speeches since he
has been in Japan. He has had 1 press conference in
which Japanese and American journalists were present 
and he has had 1 meeting with the American press. This 
is his first all Japanese press conference and he
couldn't think of a better place to have such a meeting
than in this particular part of the nation.

119-144 It’s true that there is a lack of real knowledge and 
real understanding between our 2 countries.
Unfortunately, MJM thinks that the U.S. is more to 
blame for that lack of knowledge than Japan. Japan 
give the U.S. a good deal more publicity than the U.S. 
gives Japan.

145-182 When Carter announced that MJM was filling the position 
of Ambassador to Japan he was immediately deluged at 
this home with all kinds of Japanese reporters. He had 
never known there were so many Japanese reporters in 
Washington. His feeling is that next to the American 
press, that is its home base. This indicates to MJM an 
interest. In contrast, there are about 40 American 
correspondents in Tokyo. They try to report Japan as 
they see it but unfortunately, what they write is 
subject to editing.

183-271 As far as bettering relations between the 2 countries, 
MJM would say that in addition to exchanges, we ought 
to try to develop a type of understanding based on a 
true equality. We differ in respect to our 
homogeneity. What applies to people of different 
racial origins applied in the U.S. to people of
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272-317

European origins also. MJM would like to see more 
departments of Japanese history, literature, and 
culture, in the U.S.. We have not done enough in those 
respects.

Most Americans come from across the Atlantic but ever 
since our country was founded the push has been towards 
the west. That trend has continued down through the 
present day. In MJM’s opinion, while the pull has been 
back across the Atlantic, the push has been toward the 
Pacific and East Asia. He thinks that the future of 
the U.S. lies in that part of the world. The most 
important treaty today is the Mutual Security Treaty 
between our 2 countries. On that treaty lies the 
stability and the peace of the Pacific and East Asia. 
He would hope that he Japanese would understand that 
the U.S. believes in that treaty without any doubts.

318-422 MJM notes that the US is not pulling out of Asia but 
that the US is taking a more realistic view of this 
area of the world. MJM states that the US will not 
become the policemen of the world but will assume its 
responsibilities. MJM comments on the relations that 
the Japanese have been having, diplomatically, with the 
other Asian countries. MJM mentions the diplomatic 
ties that Japan is building with China in the last 
year. MJM says that the Japanese will realize that 
they are an economic superpower and will assume more 
responsibilities for the development of Asia in the 
future.

422-775 Translation of MJM’s comments into Japanese.

776-800 MJM says that if the questions are brief the answers 
will be short and to the point.

801-830 Someone is asking a question in Japanese.
[Translation] He says that since the US has appointed 
MJM as the Ambassador, the US is serious about Asian 
relations. MJM says that no matter who President 
Carter had appointed, the interest in Asia would still 
be there and very strong.

831-910 Someone is asking a question in Japanese. 
[Translation] He wants to ask a question about the US- 
Japanese relationship and the dumping of Japanese 
products in the US. He says that when he met with a 
steel manufacturing man 15 years ago in the US, the man 
said that the US steel industry was outdated and 
couldn’t keep up with everybody else. He doesn’t 
believe that the Japanese steel products are being 
dumped on the US market. Therefore, he sees the need 
for better cooperation on the part of the US and Japan. 
He invites MJM’s further comment on this.
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