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J. B. Speer

IN DEDICATION
To three men, each of whom has given over a 
quarte r o f a century o f service to M ontana State 
is th is book dedicated.

Dr. W . P. C lark came to MSU in 1921 as assist­
an t professor o f fore ign languages,, teaching 
French and Latin . La ter he served as chairm an 
of the classical language department, and a fte r 
1946 was Dean o f the Graduate school. He also 
taught in Kansas, Texas, New Y ork, and a t W il­
liam  and M ary. Dean C lark spent ten m onths at 
the' U niversity o f M on t Pelier in France and re­
ceived his Ph.D. from  the U niversity o f Chicago. 
He has w ritten  fo r classical journals and now 
w ritin g  fo r educational magazines, he has enough 
w ritin g  and ed iting to keep him  busy fo r some

Relinquishing his position as C hairm an of the 
modern language departm ent in September, 1 952, 
Dr. B. E. Thomas retired a fte r  com pleting 29 
years on the fa cu lty  o f MSU. In 1901 when the 
firs t group o f Am erican teachers went to the 
Philippines, Dr. Thomas was one o f the 80 0  to

make the  trip . He remained on the islands un til 
1910. Before beginning his work a t the Butte 
School o f Mines, he received his Ph.D. from  the 
U niversity o f W isconsin in 1935. A t MSU Dr. 
Thomas became chairm an o f the modern language 
departm ent and fo r some tim e headed the In te r­
na tional Education com m ittee and also the com­
m ittee in charge o f Foreign Students on Campus. 

A fte r  spending his en tire career a t th is University, 
J. B. Speer retired from  the fa cu lty  in July, 1952. 
Though he finished in law a t the U niversity of 
M ich igan, MSU is also M r. Speer's alm a mater. 
A  very active student here, he was ed itor o f the 
Sentinel in 1908 and served as Ka im in business 
m anager. M r. Speer took his firs t position as a 
member o f the  fa cu lty  a t MSU when in 1908 he 
became secretary to  the President and to  the 
Registrar. He held th is  post u n til 1912 and late r 
retu rn ing to MSU in 1917, he continued as secre­
tary. In 1920 M r. Speer was advanced to the 
position o f Registrar and Business M anager and 
in 1945 he became contro ller fo r the University, 
a position he held un til last year.
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