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Welcome to the Convention, delegates and friends, we are
extremely fortunate in having the presence of such a great Montanan.

Words that I could say would not add to his lustre so I will not try.
It is, indeed, a personal honor and privilege for me to present to

you the Majority Leader of the Senate of the United States of American,
our own Senator for Montana, Mike Mansfield .

Let's get on with the job.

Mr. Chairman, my fellow candidates,

all of them, my fellow Democrats, my fellow Montanans, my fellow
Americans, I have heard lately that one Barry Goldwater has been in the
state of Montana and he dropped off at Great Falls and had some remarks
to relate there.

One of those had to do with a statement to the effect

that Mike Mansfield was a captive of LBJ.

Well, Mike Mansfield is no

body’s captive, but he is a servant of the people of the state of
Montana and the United States of America.

I was glad to know that Barry

said that he was for Social Security, but since the French system wasn’t
working so well and, therefore, ours very likely wouldn't either.

Barry knows as much about the French system as I do, and I know nothing.

But I do believe that I know something about the American Social Security

system which has been in operation for a quarter of a century and which
has turned out to be quite beneficial to the people of this state.

Barry, of course, came back to Washington a few weeks ago for one of
his infrequent appearances in the Senate to talk in favor of a five per

cent increase in Social Security.
achievement.

After twelve long years, that is an

But when it came to voting on health care, not Medicare,

1964
Page 2

health care for the aged, where was Barry---ln Phoenix, Arizona.

Where

did that leave the American people---wondering just where Barry Goldwater
stood on this most important issue.

And it is a most important issue

because it affects the lives of 18 million of our elderly citizens and
that number is increasing at the rate of one thousand per day.
people are entitled to a dignified retirement.

Those

Barry also said that he

defeated the Majority Leader of the United States Senate in 1952—that

was in Arizona.

I was glad to see tlut the Missoullan came out for Lyndon B.

Johnson yesterday, and I hope that it is the forerunner of a number of

other newspapers in the state of Montana and throughout the Nation which
will follow in the same pattern.
Barry is quite a fellow.

He says something one day, changes

his mind the next and goes back to what he said the week before so you

can't keep Barry down.

He is with everybody on every question, but nobody

is ira lly sure.
I am delighted to be here.

This is the second chance that I

have had in recent weeks to make sure that this convention did not suffer
a loss like the Atlantic City convention supposedly did.

I stopped at a

store on the way into town to buy six pairs of stockings on expenses,

knowing the Democrats are leaving a balanced budget!

But, as I say, this is the second convention I have attended in
recent weeks.

At the first one I had a difficult time trying to convince

everyone that the only job I really wanted was that of a senator of, for,

and from the state of Montana.
more trouble back East.

Here, at least, you believe me.

I had

Eastern politicians seem to have a tendency to
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say no when they mean yes.

As all of us knew, the prospect for America

and the Democratic Party was made stronger and more secure by what we
did in Atlantic City, but no less important to our country is what we

do here in Montana in the course of the next several weeks.

Neu

elections have been important as the one we face in November, and I

want to urge every single one of you to get out and work for every

candidate on the Democratic ticket beginning with Rolland Renne, going

through the rest of the state candidates and also for the most important
of all, those seeking office at the county level.

I am delighted to be

a member of this outstanding team of Democrats which includes not only
Rolland Renne, but also Harriet Miller, and we’re awfully happy to have
you with us; Jack Toole, who will be our next Congressman from the

eastern district; Torn Conley from Butte, who docs little but work hard;
Doc Anderson from Libby, who has made many contributions to the Party
and who will be elected as well; Forrest Anderson, our outstanding

Attorney General; Russ Bottomly, our candidate, and a good one, for
Lieutenant Governor; and that old and well-known war horse, Frank Murray,
who will not let us down; and Jack Holmes, who will again be re-elected

to the State Railroad and Public Service Commission.

the last ray colleague in the House, Arnold Olsen.

I have kept for

Arnold Olsen in his

four years in that body has made an outstanding reputation and he has
been a worthy successor to Lee Metcalf in representing the people of
western Montana dnd the state of Montana as well.

I want to say a

special word about my distinguished colleague, Lee Metcalf.

Senator

Metcalf is not with us this morning because he has been asked by the
President to remain in Washington and to help work out some of the
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details concerning the trip the President will make to Montana on

Wednesday next and at which time Lee and I will accompany him.

But he does want you to know that, while he is not here in person, he
is here in spirit and what I say today I will say in behalf of Lee

Metcalf as well.

He is a great senator.

If I knew the names of every

candidate in all of Montana's fifty-six counties, I would call that
roll of honor too.
The issues in this campaign are clear.
are drawn.

The lines of battle

Our candidate, Lyndon B. Johnson, offers experience,

responsible and decisive leadership.

We meet today in full knowledge

of the issues, knowing too well the drastic consequences of defeat and

lenowing also that the Democratic victory which the country needs will

not come easily.

But defeat is not an easy word for Montanans.

don't use it often.

We

Throughout our history our people have fought

against strong odds and we have always managed to win.

The motto of

this state is "Oro y plata"—gold and silver, but our most valuable
treasure, our greatest natural resource, is our people.

For more than

one hundred years we have helped build Montana by building a greater
America and in this centennial year I have become more keenly aware
of what we have done here and of our great debt to the great American

ideals which have nurtured us.

They are the ideals that tell all what

we really stand for as Americans, as Montanans, and as Democrats.

As

Americans, we stand for freedom and justice for all men, equality

before the law and equality of opportunity.

We stand for an America

where men are free to make a better life and a better world for their
children.

We stand for peace and security and their responsible exercise
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of our life.

We do not stand for peace through war.

peopled a cemetery can be.

We know how

As Montanans, we stand for honesty, decency,

individual initiative and straight talk.
speak, not during the following weeks.

We do our thinking before we

We tend not to make wild

statements and, when we hear that kind of talk from someone, we pass
him by.

Lately, we have been hearing it from several contemporary

figures of the Republican Party.

It's a mite difficult to tell exactly

what they mean because they say one thing one day and another the next.

It*8 hard for simple people like us to discover the truth.

In contrast

to this sorry picture of irresponsible talk, intra-party squabbling and

charges and counter charges, the Democratic Party van represent a sound

record of achievement, a record based on the implementation of a rational,

responsible and humanitarian philosophy of government.

We categorically

reject the extremists and the lunacy fringe which daub the Republican

Party.

We reject and we repudiate the John Birch Society, the Coamtunist

Party, and the Ku Klux Klan.

Instead of pursuing nineteenth century

phantoms, we work gradually and responsibly to meet the real needs of
the American people, and we try to do this within the Federal-state

relationships established by the Constitution.

The Federal government

is dalied in to help only when the state and its subdivisions cannot

or will not do the job alone.

This kind of cooperation has operated for

the benefit of the American people for many years.

What kind of rural

power and conservation projects would we have without such cooperation.

This is the kind of pragpatic, let's-get-things-done approach which is
part of America's great strength.

As Americans, as Montanans and as

Democrats, we can view with satisfaction the accomplishments of the
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Kennedy-Johnson Administration over the last four years and, most

especially, over the present year.

May I point out to you that of

fifty-one recomnendations made by President Johnson beginning since

the first of this year, at the present moment forty-five or almost
ninety per cent have been enacted into law.

Two others are in conference.

Three others have passed the Senate but not the House, and one—Appalachia —
will be considered in the very near future.

This year's record will

compare with any year's record in the history of the republic.

The four

year record is a record of massive assault on the unfinished business
of the Nation by the Kennedy-Johnson Administration and the Democratic

majority in both houses of the Congress.

the needs of all Americans.

It is a record of concern for

An 11.3 billion dollar tax cut has been

passed—the biggest tax cut in history.

It has already stimulated

consumption, investment and brought investment to record levels.

It is

helping to keep unemployment under control, and President Johnson has
made It clear that he will not hesitate to call for another tax cut if
the economy requires it.

We have taken a giant step in the effort to

implement the Constitution's promise of equal opportunity for all

Americans.

Nothing in this modern age is more Important to our children

than education, and if we have two people in this state who understand
the needs of education, it is Harriett Miller and Rolland Renne.

I

hrve known them both for years, as a nutter of fact, my friendship with

Rolland Renne goes back almost thirty-three years.

Because of what he

has done at Montana State College, we find that today it is among the

top five agricultural colleges in the country, and I hope the people of

Montana will remember that this next November.

Incidentally, I understand
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that on October 27 there will be a series of birthday parties for our

present Governor.

It is my further understanding that a number of other

Republican governors will come into the state to participate in extending

felicitations to the Governor.

I have seen nothing to the effect that

Governors Rockefeller or Scranton have been invited or will attend.

But

I do want to wish cur Governor a happy birthday and to extend to him on

behalf of all of us an invitation to attend Governor Renne's birthday

next year in the State Capitol at Helena.

Under the Kennedy-Johnson

Administration we began the effort to raise the caliber and capacity of

our educational facilities until they are adequate to insure every boy
and girl in this country an opportunity for a good education.

the way John Fitzgerald Kennedy wanted it.

That is

That is the way it will be.

The last two Congresses—Democratic Congresses——have done more to
realize the idea of equal educational opportunity for all American

children than any other In a hundred years.

We have made strides In

our drive to expand and improve the facilities for the care and
rehabilitation of the mentally retarded and the mentally ill.

For the

first time in our history, the Federal government has seen fit to try

to do something about people of this Nation who can be placed in these

categories and who number at the present moment ten million of our
fellow citizens.

Congress has authorized funds for research and for

construction of two coiiiminity-type, state operated facilities.

Because

of medical advances and facilities that will be built under this bill,

it will be possible to reduce the number of full time patients in Federal
hospitals by one-half in the near future.

And I need not remind you that

at present the greater number of hospital beds in the Nation are now
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occupied by the mentally ill.
The Kennedy-Johnson Administration has shown a deep and

enlightened interest in an area about which we Montanans know a great
deal.

I am talking about the need to conserve our great National heritage

for our children.

The Wilderness Bill, which has just passed the Congress,

will help provide for the present and future recreational needs of the
Nation.

Bills to attack the serious and grcidng problem of water and

air pollution haue also been enacted.

Plans are going forward to provide

for great hydro-electric power facilities and irrigation of millions of

acres of farm and grazing lands---many here in Montana.

This has been not

only a Congress which could be labeled an education Congress, but this has
been a Congress which could also be labeled a conservation Congress, and
in the House, Arnold Olsen has taken the lead in this field and in the

Senate Lee Metcalf has shown outstanding leadership in bringing these

bills to the front.

He have begun to meet the problems of hopeless and

self-defeating poverty which plague millions of American families.

The

Johnson anti-povetty bill will provide for an opportunity for more than

a million young Americans to develop skills to dontinue their education
and to achieve self-respect in useful work.

It will affect every

ccsnnunity in America and assist millions of fam era and workers.

In short,

it will extend to all Americans the opportunity to contribute to and to
share in the abundance of our country and, by so doing, it will add to

the moral and economic strength and the unity of the Nation.

The

Democratic Party knows that it is not enough towring our hands in sympathy
for the plight of older citizens and their families when they are struck

by costly illnesses.

Right now, the Johnson Administration is engaged in
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a battle to insure that the older people of the Nation obtain adequate

health care, not as a matter of charity or suffering, but as a matter
of right.

They have earned that right.

we have found a way to insure it.

They are entitled to it, and

The pattern is there in old-age Social

Security assistance which has served the Nation well for a quarter of a
century.

The Senate has enacted a bill to provide health care for the

aged and we are working to see that it will soon become the law of the

land.

May I say that this health care bill applies only to hospital

care, nursing care and to nursing homes.

It does not in any way infringe

upon the rights or the prerogatives of the medical profession.

I would

hope that the doctors would get behind a bill of this nature rather than,
as some of them have done down through the years, find themselves negative

in every respect when it comes to taking care of the health of our

citizens.
I would also like to mention two accomplishments of this Adminis

tration which are dear to my heart and which I know are dear to yours.
I am sure that you know what I mean.

The Democratic Congress has passed

legislation which will provide an adequate supply of silver dollars and

also a meat import bill, both very important to our state.

It seems that

I recollect somebody saying not too long ago that the present senior

senator from Montana wan falling down on the job because he couldn't get
any more silver dollars or couldn't do anything about meat import.
I hope that rumor has been laid at rest.

Well,

May I say the minting of 45

million additional silver dollars is not due to the efforts of the
Senate Sajority Leader, but it is due primarily to the fact that over

16 thousand Montanans saw fit to write their Senator, tell him of their
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stand on the silver dollars and urge him to bring about a minting of a
So the credit belongs to the people of this state.

new lot.

As far as the meat import bill is concerned, that credit does
not belong to the senior senator from Montana.

It belongs to the three

members of the cattle industry, in the final analysis, Brooks Keough of
North Dakota, the President of the American National Cattlemen's

Association; Bill McMillan, the Executive Secretary of that organisation;
and Bob Barthelmess of Miles City, the President of the Montana Stockgrowers

Association.

They were the ones with whom I worked most closely.

They

were the ones wlw were in on this bill once it passed the Senate and

went to conference, and they are the ones who are entitled to and should

receive the basic share of the credit for this bill which will brin~
needed protection, long overdue, to the beef cattle industry, not only in
Montana but in thirty-seven other states as well.

In these and other ways, the Democratic Administration and a
Democratic Congress have shown that they are alert to the real needs of

the Nation, and I might add we have done it while impairing the smallest
budget deficit since 1958.

We will leave it to others who seek to build

the ghost towns of yesteryear.
of today.

There is work to be done on the frontiers

Each era must find its mm vision, its strength to society, and

work towards it.

That work, as it has ever since the days of Franklin

Roosevelt, been the work of the Democratic Party.

In foreign affairs as

well, this Administration has a record which the Republicans cannot

significantly challenge.

Under Presidents Kennedy and Johnson, we have

built our military strength to a level unprecedented in the history of
the world.

We have tbecapacity to respond quickly and appropriately on
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aggression of any kind, and I am happy to be able to say that this has
been achieved at the lowest possible cost to the American taxpayers.
But military strength alone does not make a successful foreign policy.
Other ingredients are responsibility, realism, restraint and a high
sense of purpose.

The Johns on-Kennedy Administration has these qualities.

They were shown by President Kennedy in the Cuban crisis.

shwon by President Johnson in the Bay of Tonkin.

They were

In each case our

President acted with both firm resolve and restraint.

Both knew that

the United States cannot let armed aggression go unchallenged, but
President Kennedy understood, as President Johnson understands, the

awesome power of the nuclear weapon.

They know that in a nuclear war

there would be no victors, only the dead and the dying.

When I hear

remarks by Presidential candidates of the other party that crises like

that which occurred in Cuba two years ago and in the Gulf of Tonkin a
few weeks ago were tfcped because of political needs, I shudder.

I can

say this because the Republican and Democratic leaderships were called

in on both occasions, first by President Kennedy to consider the

question of putting Soviet missiles on Cuban soil, and, secondly, by
President Johnson to consider the second attack in the Gulf of Tonkin

so that we could be informed what the situation was and what we
intended to do.

And in both of those meetings no Republican Senate

leader or House leader present raised his vpice in protest but every
single one of them, aware of the gravity of the situation, wholeheartedly

approved the action taken by the President of the United States.

We

do not, we will not make timed moves which might have an effect on

making us victorious in an election.

We would far rather lose any

election than place the welfare and the security and the well-being of
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the American people in jeopardy, because the country must always come

first and the Party oust always come second.

I mentioned the fact that in a nuclear war there would be no

victors—only the dead and the dying.

That is why John F. Kennedy

worked long and hard for the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, and I was happy

and proud to support him, which has stopped the pollution of the
atmosphere with radioactive wastes and reduced the danger of nuclear
war.

That is why the United States must have a President with the

wit and the courage, the experience and the stature to face our
opponents across a conference table as well as a battle table.

That is

why it is so ljq>ortant for us to have a President today who says what

he means and who means what he says.

There is no time for retractions

and revisions in an age when a misstatement by the President may bring

nuclear war.

That is why we cannot afford a policy of foolish,

belligerent and brinkmanship.

We need a President who understands the

unpleasant fact that the Soviet Union is likely to start a nuclear
holocaust rather than to meekly acquiesce in the destruction of its

way of life or the loss of its vital interests.

That is why President

Johnson takes so seriously the responsibilities imposed upon him by our

nuclear arsenal.

He knows that the American people want control of our

nuclear weapons—-all of our nuclear weaponsr—to remain in the hands
of their elected leader, the President of the United States, and he

intends to keep it there.

That is why we must elect Lyndon B. Johnson

President of the United States.
As thinking and responsible men and women we can see that the
accomplishments of the last four years are but a beginning.

We know
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that the road ahead is a hard one and that it can beat be travelled by
a Democratic President, Democratic Senators, Democratic Congressmen,

Democratic governors, Democratic state legislators, and Democratic mayors
and aidermen, and we know, that the job we do here In Montana is a vital
part of the National picture.

We know that we must gtve our own candidates

all of the support at our command from Governor and Senator right on down
to local service.

Every candidate on our ticket needs and deserves our

wholehearted backing, needs and deserves the backing of the whole Party.

That's why it Is Important that this Party of ours never be considered

aligned to any one particular group.

There is room in the Democratic

Party for the young and the old, the conservative and the liberal, the

man who walks the middle of the road, so I would hope that this unity

which our chairman, Red Barry, has been able to achieve over the past
several years, that unity will continue; that minor differences would
be obviated; that recognition would be made of the fact that this is a

Party which represents different points of view and that to that end

we would equalize that unity so that, come November, the Democratic
Party in the state of Montana will be back where it should have been

twenty years ago.

The Democratic Party is a party of concensus.

a party of unity.

It is a party of all of the people—rich, poor,

farmer, laborer, all of the people.

It is

The choice facing the American

people in this election is not the usual decision as to the pace of the
forward movement.

It is whether we shall go forward or backward.

Ue

know that Americans are proud of their history and their traditions.

The Democratic Party has always been the leader in building that history.
But, however fine are our traditions, however much we look with pride on
our history, however much we may learn from that past, we know that It
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can never be allowed to Inhibit progress.

old days.

He cannot return to those good

We cannot say, "Stop the world, I want to get off."

revere and respect our traditions.

Let us

Let us have fine memories, but let

us not turn away from today's realities.

Let us face up to our problems

and work towards their solution---a solution consistent with today's needs

the needs of the twentieth century.
My fellow Montanans, let us fight to win a victory in November.

Let us not

Let us fight hard and let us fight with honor and dignity.
call names.

Let us not challenge a person on a personal basis.

fight on issues, record and ideas.
Montana a choice.

Let us

We offer the people of America and

We offer a record of peace, prosperity and progress

and a promise for the future.

We cannot say that all Is well with the

world or that all is well with the Nation.

But we have begun to face

our problems and we are on the way to the Great Society.

We have

started along the road of the realization of the great and universal
aspirations of the human race.

As President Johnson has said, we are

trying to create a world where the least among us can find contentment

and the best among us can find strength and all of us can respect the
dignity of the one and admire the achievements of the other.

