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Announcer
Congressman Mike Mansfield, Democratic candidate
for reelection to the Congress.
Mr. Mansfield:
MM
My fellow Americans, because of your interest in other
political offices, some of you may have forgotten that this is a
year in which you also select a Congressman.
Since returning to
the state almost two weeks ago, I had given my full support to
and then my utmost for our Democratic state and national tickets.
Tonight I would like to talk about what I stand for because I am
up for reelection and November the 7th is just around the corner.
You will soon go to the polls to cast your vote for a
representative from the First District. When you vote for a
representative in Congress, you seek to select someone who can
handle in the nation's capitol the many individual problems that
arise to perplex the citizens of the state.
At the same time you
look for a lawmaker whose vote on national issues will be
representative of the sentiments of the people who have picked
him;
someone whose experience and background may fit him to be
an aggregate of the development of all the diversified national
resources with which our state is blessed.
Mike Mansfield is still the same man you sent to Congress
almost two years ago.
He has worked hard for you.
He had
devoted his full time and energy to wars affairs and he has done
his own thinking and voting.
During that time he has tried to
learn his job well.
He has respected others’ views and he has
tried always to do what he thought best in terms of the welfare
of all groups and all parts of the United States.
I do not believe in and will not stoop to name calling.
Name calling when someone disagrees with you seems to be the
order of the day among many of our leaders and commentators.
Calling a man a fascist or communist just because he does not see
things as you do is not only deplorable but a vicious practice.
It covers the realm of personalities rather than issues and on
that basis most secure foundations can be laid.
No real
understanding achieved and no unity accomplished.
If we can't
tolerate personal differences among ourselves without calling
each others names, we've lost sight of the factors that made this
country and its people what it has been since the days of Washington.
As your representative, I have served on the Foreign
Affairs Committee and have at the request of Secretary Hull been
asked on various occasions to advise the State Department and
Pacific and Far Eastern affairs.
Under the auspices of the OWI I
have broadcast by short wave 21 times to China and the Far East.
I have tried to keep the Congress and the people informed about
the dangers facing us in the Pacific and to stress the need for
continued assistance to our prisoners of war in Japanese prison
camps.
Every appropriation for the war has had my full support.
Every measure affecting the welfare of our state has been my
concern and I have done my very best in behalf of irrigation and
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reclamation.
I am particularly proud of the part I’ve
played in
conjunction with the people of Montana and Senators Wheeler and
Murray and Congressman O’Connor in getting the authorization for
the Hungry Horse Dam.
This authorization, the so-called
Mansfield Bill, is the only one I introduced that was passed by
both houses and signed by the President and I am proud of it
because, as you people well know, it gave us the assurance that
Flathead Lake will not be tampered with again.
At the same time
it will, I hope, provide employment for our own returning
servicemen and war workers in the post war period.
I believe in the future of Montana;
a future based on
sound and planned development.
I want to see Montana's resources
develop for Montana’s people, and I want to see our state advance
so that our people will prosper, our lives become more secure and
our boys return to the state they know and love.
I would like tonight to tell you some of the less weighty
experiences in the first term Congressman, but this I cannot do.
I am surrounded by too great a cloud of witnesses and there are
too many tears;
there are too many hopeful bodies of the young,
blasted into atoms or landing with their ships in the bellies of
the seven seas.
There are too many mothers, who would walk a
flinty path, half way around the earth, just to smooth the
pillows of their boys, if they could find them.
There is so much
work to be done.
There is so much to be learned.
There is so
much to be said and it is so late.
A man of my generation cannot
honestly face the serviceman of today without admitting that he
is ashamed, for if any one generation failed the following
generation, it was mine.
Twenty-five years ago we successfully
ended "the war to end all wars" and "to make the world safe for
democracy".
Remember?
The very expressions smacks of cynicism
today, but in 1918 we thoroughly believed that we had fully
succeeded in winning a war that deserved those slogans.
We won that war all right as far as we were allowed to, but
we cannot escape all blame for the shameful misuse that peace
later made of our victory.
For these servicemen and women of
ours, we must do everything possible.
No sacrifice should be too
great for anyone of us and that applies to the worker, the
farmer, the housewife, the politician and the businessman.
Any
troubles we might have will be insignificant compared to the
sufferings and hardships of our brothers overseas.
When this war
is over, we will all want to look into the eyes of our children
and into the faces of the mothers whose sons did not return and
tell them that we did our very best.
We will have to pay high taxes, many of us for the first
time.
We will have to continue to pay high taxes before we are
through.
We should be glad to make such a contribution and the
only limits we should set are our abilities to pay and the
nation's need.
How can we call paying taxes a sacrifice when we
compare it to the real sacrifices of our men. Our best blood and
veins are pain.
How can we compare taxes with a mother’s
suffering or a sweetheart’s loneliness or a little child’s loss
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of its father? The Americans manning the navy and the merchant
marines, the Americans flying the skies everywhere, the Americans
-------------- of its launch of the South Pacific and the
-------------- and hill.
these are making the real sacrifice.
We need the awareness---------- for other places as well.
In the
halls of Congress, on the farms, in the labor union councils and
in the corporation offices.
Our power is as simple and as
difficult as that. What are our boys fighting for?
I hope not to
restore bitter French and Dutch imperialism in the Far East, and
I hope not to guarantee sphere of influence
politics in Europe.
If these are going to be the results of this war, then God help
us because policies and practices such as these make future war
inevitable.
I think our boys, are fighting to finish a ghastly
job and come home.
They aren’t crusaders and they don’t want to
prolong the agony just as we laid in downtown Berlin.
They are
determined to do their best, not because this war is a crusade,
not because they feel that light will prevail over darkness but
because they want to come home.
The more they see other
countries the more they like America.
You and I have a real job to do at home.
As your
Congressman, I’ve tried to represent you as you deserve to be
represented.
Your interests have been my interests.
I believe
in encouraging free enterprise and competition and discouraging
monopoly.
I believe in encouraging small business to establish
their credits and resource facilities.
I believe in the rights
and cause of labor and am proud of the part played by it and
management in doubling production during the war.
No other
country in the world can even approach that record.
I believe
that a high level of farm income must be insured.
The thirty
million farm people representing twenty-three percent of our
population were receiving only eight percent of the national
income in 1940.
I believe state, county and city employees,
teachers and others not covered should have the benefits of our
social security laws.
I believe that our aged should be given
decent pensions and the security which is theirs by right.
I
believe also in international cooperation among the nations of
the world and in the peace negotiations to come;
I want to see
the servicemen of our two World Wars and the women of America
given full representation.
They are the ones who will have
suffered the most.
I am not a theorist.
How could I be with five years
service in the army, navy and marine corps;
nine years in the
Butte mines and twenty years as an instructor in our state
university?
But I have tried to use common sense in considering
all matters brought before the House for its consideration.
In
the first World War, I was on the fighting line in the U.S. Navy.
I know what happened then.
In this World War, I am still on the
firing line but on the other - the legislative end. The
conditions today are somewhat similar and I intend to fight just
as hard for my state and country as I did in 1918.
We have many
problems to face and the days ahead are going to be difficult.
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We are---------- talent------------- and Hirohito(?) but by the
------------- of the American people involved.
All of us are fed
up with two world wars and mass unemployment in between.
We must
use our abilities to overcome hunger and unemployment in the
midst of plenty.
We must give to all our citizens the dignity
and security which is theirs by right and we must work together
with other nations so that a stable economy can be ordained(?)
and brought about.
We can be outsmarted only if we entrust our
American destiny to men who have no faith in America and her
institutions. We shall be acting wisely if, in the postwar
world, we place our affairs in the hands of men who believe in
America, in the hands of men who have faith in America and who
know that American influence in the future as in the past will be
used entirely to promote a more stable and enduring world order.
As I speak, brave men are giving their lives in the far
corners of the earth in order that children back home may spend
their lives not in war but in the conquest of poverty and the
establishment of a sound and lasting peace.
Now, over the
common(?) discord of the national scene, the voices of these
soldiers can be heard.
They are saying simply and truthfully
that to win this war will take complete unity at home.
They ask
us to weigh what this unity means in terms of their lives and
their hopes.
They know a war is being fought;
not a war of
wages and prices, or of farmers and industrial workers or over
the incumbent in the White House next year, but a war of survival
to which their lives had been pledged.
They speak because their
future if at stake and in speaking they have offered to the
nation a yardstick on which to measure its action in this
critical year.
It is enough for us to remember the safety of the
nation is more important than any political party or any
individual.
We are going to win this war no matter who is elected
president.
Therefore you'll have to ask yourself three questions
before you make that choice.
It is a question of whom you think
can win the war quickest and with the least possible loss of
life.
It is a question of whom you think would most effectively
cooperate with other nations in making the peace and in
establishing an international organization to prevent aggressor
nations from starting another war.
It is a question of whom you
think is likely to handle best the vast problems of American
reconstruction during the post-war period.
These are the issues
of the campaign and it is for you, the parents, relatives,
sweethearts, and friends of those in the service, to decide.
You
will have to chose between experience and inexperience, not
personal likes and dislikes at this crucial time.
Over and above
all, we must remember that the people have a distaste for facing
the disagreeable aspects of a political campaign in the midst of
war.
They are in no humor to be pushed around or oversold like
yokels gaping before a circus barker.
Our servicemen will brook
no needless partisan politics while there is a war yet to be won.
This is a dangerous year for any political party that
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bickers.
Let us all share in the cause of America.
Tonight I
once again pledge my full support to our state, our nation, and
our commander-in-chief, Franklin D. Roosevelt.
I owe allegiance
to one country and one country only, the United States of
America.
I believe in one form of government and one form of
government only, and that is the democracy under which we live.
Regardless of the outcome of this election, I want you to know
that I have appreciated the honor of servicing you and I want to
thank all of you for your kindness towards me.
I want to, at
this time, apologize to my many friends for being unable to see
all of you personally.
I also want to thank my opponent for
conducting a clean campaign.
I am a Democrat.
I am proud to be
associated with all the other candidates campaigning for office
on the Democratic ticket in this fateful year of 1944.
Since
serving as your Congressman, the months have been the most
difficult in the history of our country.
They have given me a
background for the task of representing you again, if you so
desire, and making me thereby better fitted to serve you.
This
is Mike Mansfield saying Goodnight;
yours for America, victory
and this time a lasting peace.
Thank you.
Announcer
You have heard Congressman Mike Mansfield in a
paid political broadcast paid for by himself, on behalf of his
candidacy for reelection on the Democratic ticket to the United
States Congress.
(End of speech.)
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