
Mary Ellis

New Farmer Programs Coordinator



Less than 10% of food 
consumed in Montana 
is produced here…

Compared to 70% in 
the 1950’s.



Building a vibrant future 
for Montana’s farmlands, 
farmers, and food system.

Our three main programs work 
together to ensure that farmlands are 
conserved, farming remains a viable 
livelihood, and all Montanan’s can 

equally access nutritious, affordable, 
locally grown food.



Only 2% of Missoula 
County’s best soils 
have not been 
developed over



Farmland Conservation Program

• In 2019 CFAC spoke in 
defense of 35+ acres of 
agricultural lands under 
development pressure

• New Land Map Project 
identifies key areas for 
ag land preservation



57% of all farmland 
will change hands 
within the next 
decade



Beginning Farmer and Rancher Program

• In 2019, 200 BFR’s attended 
business planning workshops

• Business planning workshops 
expanded to 11 communities 
in 2019

• $52,000 direct to local farmers 
through 0% interest loans 





16% of Montanan’s 
cannot consistently 
afford healthy food.



Food Access Program

• 2,000 customers enjoyed 
local produce thanks to 
Double Snap Dollars

• $112,000 spent on local 
food outlets in 2019 



Learn how you can support 
Community Food and 
Agriculture’s work at 

missoulacfac.org


