
Prexy Jim Sykes. Am id w in te r splendors Dave M cC lay drinks. Skiers’ Paradise.

Immediately a fte r Christmas vacation, the Ski C lub 
was organized for its fourth year of active work. 
Lack of snow near M issoula, prompted Jim Sykes, 
president, to take his band of young mountaineers 
to more distant places. Numerous trips w e re  taken 
up the Blackfoot and to the smooth w h ite  slopes of

the Rattlesnake. During spring vacation, the club 
took an extended trip  into the snowy peaks o f the 
Mission Range; G ibbons, Lookout and M acD onald  
passes w e re  also visited. Each tr ip  w as a grand 
success, f ille d  w ith  thrills and spills and a lw ays 
topped w ith  H o lte ’s welcom e “ cup corrosive.”

Spring vacation s Mission Range trip  brought enthusiasts to country’s best skiing.

The Bu nyan Sharpshooters o f ’41 inhaled their 
first acrid  p o w d er fumes at the R. O . T. C. rifle  
range on January the eighteenth at the first practice 
match of the year. A  mad scramble for guns, sight 
adjustment sheets and places to shoot from resulted 
w ith  'Big A b e ”  Bailey in leadoff position. In spite 
of the hubbub, each man secured his fill o f shooting, 
thanks to the fine cooperation o f C o lone l Jones in 
loaning the range and rifles.

During the quarter, twenty-seven men jo ined  the 
club, w hich resulted in excellent turnouts fo r each

Saturday afternoon practice. The team for compe­
tition during the fo llo w in g  w eek  was chosen from 
the six highest scorers in each of these practice 
sessions.

Linder the leadership of Burton Edwards, the 
Rifle C lub  had a season fille d  w ith  keen com petition. 
In the ir matches they w on tw o  and lost six. They 
averaged scores of 904  as opposed to the ir opponent 
927 in e ight matches.

PREXY EDWARDS

Left to right, back row : M oe, Cahoon, Bailey, Nelson, Green, 
Mackenzie.
Second row : M eigs, Glaus, Edwaras, Snead, Robinson, 
Zimmerman, N icholas, Estey.
Front row : G iffen, Conn, V an Dusen, Boe.
N o t present: Yaggy, Bye, Thielen, Duke.



7otaiteti, this year as in the past, despite the ir 
heavy scholastic schedule are sprinkled generously 
through the major and minor sports ranks.

Football— The pigskin parade is on the upgrade 
a t M ontana w ith  our re-entrance into the Pacific 
Coast conference and it ’s up to us to prove that w e  
should be there. Drahos, star tackle and Daems, 
sophomore guard as w e ll as four yearlings, H il l,  
Ferris, Roberts and Barbour, w i l l  go fa r to re lieve 
Coach Fessenden’s w orries  on this count.

Basketball— In the casaba sport, varsity represen­
tatives are lacking but men w ho  show prominence 
from the freshmen squad are Ferris, Roberts, H il l,  
Jamison and Buffalo, a ll numeral w inners. These 
boys w il l  he lp make a fighting squad for Jiggs to 
w h ip  into shape next year.

Track— Outstanding among H arry  A dam ’s proteges 
is Timber Topper Phil Yovetich. He is not only A-1 
as a hurd ler but is a broad jumper o f no mean 
a b ility . C lose on his heels comes A l Hughes, 
distance man, w ho  showed up w e ll in cross country 
runs last fa ll. Y e t to prove the ir mettle from the 
yearling  class are H il l  and Ferris in the weights, 
Canup and Jamison, runners.

Minor Sports—The h igh ligh t of the minor sports’ 
parade was the M  C lub  tournament w hen the 
foresters w a ltzed  home w ith  a shiny go ld  loving 
cup for amassing the most points. Instrumental in this

victory and also in the success of the tournament was 
Karl Nussbacher. Entered in both w restling  and 
boxing, the tw ice  M  C lub w inne r aga in  successfully 
defended his g rapp ling  crow n w h ile  show ing that 
he could take it and a lit tle  more in losing a close 
decision in his boxing match. A no the r sterling pe r­
former was W ashington’s Ken Drahos, substituting 
fo r Frank “ Shorty’ ’ Nelson, the defending heavy­
w e ig h t champ, w ho  tore ligaments in his shoulder 
shortly before the bout.

Defending m idd lew eight champ, Rud Jennings, 
lost a close match w h ile  Santistabon ana LaPine, 
both underclassmen, reached the finals in w restling . 
Defeated in the prelim inaries w e re  Fieblekorn, 
Lew is and Dufour, an ex-champ.

Traveling to Bozeman to represent M SU in the 
minor sports matches, Nussbacher fo r the th ird  time 
successfully defended his state w restling  crow n and 
Greathouse, a consistent u tility  man, made his final 
b id in a victorious varsity swimming team.

This yea r’s intra-mural basketball team had a 
fa irly  successful season, w inn ing  three and d ropp ing  
tw o . The team was ab ly  capta ined by H elgeson 
w ith  support from Yaggy, Dailey, N icholas, W arren, 
Burdick, Evanko, Buffalo and Lindberg. These boys 
p layed outstanding ba ll, supported by a number o f 
fine reserves.
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ime out on that famous spring gulch problem

een surveys south campus flats w h ile  Boe spots a pretty a irl

Prof. Ramski 11 talks products in Survey of Forestry class

Physiology and Ecology lab. inside and out

Egleland delves into de woim  in zoo logy classEcology trip  to M ille r  C reek burn w ith  Kramer

'ne of the g raze r’s close friends. Baacamp



er shadow of Sentinel students learn 

jy  and silviculture at school nursery.

School s grass nursery u tilized  for research
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The flock anxiously aw aits  for the 

shepherd to call rangemanagementclass.

Cruising timber on new  school forest up B lackfoot va

Recreation tr ip  to Echo Lake known 

as Fay s lark to the tourist centers.

can hardly be lieve  it myself.

w ith  increment borer

.ngineer Dailey ponders a spiral curve. M y  G a w d , that ink b lo t



Type writeups o f western range land.

j

Cooking breakfast somewhere "W est of Pecos."

A t  7:00 A . M ., A p r il 27, the Range Management Senior T rip  got
o ffic ia lly  under way. Several stops w e re  made betwen Missoula and
Dubois, Idaho, and type writeups w ere  made, although the w eather 
was damp and cold. Beds w e re  rolled out a t the Dubois Experiment 
Station and lots of food was consumed; a fte rw ard  a discussion was held 
on the Idaho sagebrush type. The next morning was spent examining 
results of burning practices on the sagebrush type, and afternoon found 
M r. Pehanec of the Station summarizing the experiments on sheep breed­
ing, range practices, and feeding. The M . M . (M utton M en) Songsters
entertained on the w ay to Pocatello w here the night was spent in quiet.

The next morning the bus headed out through the o ld  Bonneville
Lake beds. Upon arriving in Logan, Utah, the boys looked over the
campus and got looked over by the campus coeds. M r. Keller o f the
U. S. D. A . explained certain genetical experiments in the breeding of
drought-resistant plants. A fte r lunch the bus left for O gden, w here  Dr.
Pearce jo ined the group and explained the ecology of the vegetation 
of that portion of the country. Flood areas north of Salt Lake w ere  

examined that evening, w here the results of erosion w e re  seen to have made worthless, land 
ord inarily  valued at $300.00 per acre. The erosion and runoff w ere  blamed d irectly  to 
overgrazing in the high Wasatch M ountain areas. The same evening w e  reached Salt Lake
C ity  w here  there was plenty of time to look over the town (in loggers and mackinaws). The
evening was spent "b e e fin g " about the injustices of life ; Doull penned the fo llo w in g  to his
"hea rt bea t": "H a v in g  a wonderful time; wish you w ere  here instead of me."

The morning of A p r il 30 found the sun shining and after eating breakfast and painting a 
sign for the bus stating, "M on tana  State University— Forestry Senior T rip”  (w e  did not wish
to be mistaken for C. C. C .’s), w e  took many pictures of the capito l. A t  11:00 A . M . w e  w ere
in Provo, w here an inspection of Brigham Young University was conducted. The g irls make 
M ontana coeds look i l l ;  the sex ratio is the reverse of that on our campus. A t  N eph i dark 
glasses began to pop out; M r. Hutchings o f the Desert Experiment Station jo ined us here and 
explained various aspects of the juniper type in this area. The evening and night w ere  
spent in Beaver, Utah, w here Hutchings and M orris shot pool for a w h ile . Several o f the 
boys attended a Mormon church dance w here  Duncan entered w ith  a lit c iga re tte— the 
heathen!

A rrived  M ay 1 in M ilfo rd  w here w e  studied an A trip lex-A rtem esia type; a fe w  lizards 
w e re  caught at this point. Driving into the Desert Experiment Station w e  w e re  in time for 
lunch and a supervised tour of the station, which lasted until six o ’clock that evening. It was 
w e ll equipped for tennis, horseshoes, softball, and croquet, and the fe llow s ava iled  them­
selves of the opportunities presented. W e  stopped in C edar C ity for lunch, w here  the group 
was jo ined by A rno ld  H eerw ager, A re a  Range Examiner, S. C. S., w ho continued w ith  us 
to  Z ion. Sun helmets became popular here, and the accepted greeting came to be, "Dr. 
Livingston, I presume.”  In Z ion N ationa l Park w e  camped next to a group of jun ior co llege 
g irls from Utah. The evening was spent singing to each other.

The next morning Park Ranger M . V . W alker explained the geology of Z ion  and men­
tioned the V irg in  River as "o ne  virg in that gets aw ay w ith  plenty of d ir t."  A  bus tr ip  through 
the park fo llow ed , and a side hike was taken up to the arch from w here w e  obtained a

M orris, "K ing of range managers.”

W eight method of determining 
utilization.



> \Y

n il  . ,

ifr\ *••<* | 4 % 2 £*
Above: Beautiful Bryce Canyon.
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superior v ie w  of the park. The first Joshua tree formations w ere  seen 
early in the afternoon,- at 6:00 P. M . w e  ro lled  into Las Vegas, and 
everyone was prepared for a swell time, especially M ueller. By mid­
night most of us w ere  in the Apache C lub w here Prof. M orris threatened 
to flunk outright anyone w ho did not applaud the very pretty and im­
pressive singer. A l l  the fe llows and at least one professor observed 
"natu re  in the ra w ”  at the Lido, w here celebrities such as Buck Jones 
and Curly Fletcher w ere  also seen craning their necks for a better v iew .

O n M ay 4 w e  left Las Vegas w ith  pleasant memories and throbbing heads; stopped at 
A rtesian W ells w here M orris and Severy explained the geology and geography of the area. 
Looked over Boulder Dam for a short w h ile , a te lunch, and then headed tow ard Kingman, 
A rizona , w ith  many type writeups on the way. When w e  arrived in Kingman some o f us 
w ent to town to buy souvenirs. W e w ere  asked to leave a refreshment parlor as the local 
yokels d idn ’t seem to appreciate our singing. M ay 5 w e  ate lunch on the desert and hurried 
on to Blythe, California,- camped that night on the desert. The next morning after breakfast 
w e  had a short lecture by Severy on ecological associations. A t  Salome, A rizona, a ll the 
boys doffed their clothes for a swim in a private pool, but M art persisted in w earing a tie, 
shirt or no shirt. M orris smoked woven flax in the bus, and managed to get another rotten 
c igar every now  and then by shrewd betting w ith  the other profs. A rrived  at Cactus Gardens 
in the evening.

M ay 7, Dr. Barkley held a "dum bbe ll”  session for the exam to be held that day. The 
exam proved to be a three hour nightmare,- w e  left for town (W ickenburg) as soon after 
that as possible. M ay 8 was spent botanizing in the vicinity of the W eaver Mountains. The 
men w ere  mutilating "Ragtime C ow boy Jo e " as w e  pulled into Flagstaff, A rizona, for the 
night. The morning of M ay 9  was given over to observation at the Fort V a lle y  Experiment 
Station w here M r. W adsworth discussed the handling of y e llo w  pine reproduction in relation 
to grass competition and grazing. A rrived  in Grand Canyon early in the afternoon; more 
lectures, and la ter the floors w ere  cleared for dancing. A ll the M ontana boys w ere  accused 
of dancing alike. O ne of the best sports of the trip  was "D oc" Barkley w ho did a ll right for 
himself that same evening.

Range dep le tion  on the Nava jo  Indian Reservation was studied M ay 10 w h ile  on the 
w ay to Kaibab N ational Forest. The entire day of M ay 11 was spent in trucks on a supervised 
inspection of the Kaibab Forest w here the deer problem was discussed. Later that evening 
the gang “ shot-gunned" Bryce Canyon and then w ent on to Richfield w here w e  spent the 
night. A t  noon the next day everyone dressed up to see Salt Lake C ity but was disappointed 
to  find the typical Mormom Sunday— no dancing, no this, no that. M ore  fast traveling on 
M ay 13, w ith  the evening spent at Craters of the M oon N ationa l Park w here baseball and 
poker predominated.

M ay 14 w e  ro lled  into the campus w ith memories of fifteen days of w ork and play stretched 
over a 3,196 mile trek of the western United States.

A  little  footw ork at Desert Range Experiment Station.

C o-leader, "D o c " Barkley.

Deer damage to Picea.
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The boys’ first glimpse the great Pacific.

Spar tree.

H ow ard  and Erickson recoup from previous nite.

Prime pee ler logs on the deck.

O n A p r il 27, thirty-four foresters embarked on a cruise of the west 
coast forests via bus. W e passed a cleanup crew  for a log drive  by the 
O h io  M atch Co. and watched the procedure; many of the boys had never 
seen a drive  before, and there was a great amount of camera clicking. 
W e  arrived at the Priest River Experiment Station in m id-afternoon and 
w e re  greeted by "C huck" W e llne r and M r\ Gisborne— Silviculturist and 
Fire Research M an respectively. "Chuck”  took the gang in to w  and 
showed us the typical w h ite  pine stands w ith  the w h ite  pine and larch 
overstory, and the understory of fir and cedar. W e took in the w h ite  pine 
seeding tests which w ere  begun in 1911 by Zon and are being continued 
today. Conclusion was to use local seed wherever possible. The beg in­
ning of a pruning experiment w ith  the "d e e p " and "b ranch" types of 
pruning was studied, and also a shelterbelt experiment showing a stand 
o f cedar and w h ite  pine on 150 year rotation. The meteorlogical to w e r 
was visited, and an interesting fact was noted— that the hottest spot in 
summer is at forest canopy, and hottest point on ground is just b e lo w  the 
surface. "C huck" W e lln e r’s talk at the meteorlogical tow e r dea lt w ith  
silviculture in w h ite  pine and the practicability  of thinning and pruning 
as a possible answer to successful commercial grow th o f w h ite  pine. 
During the evening G isborne and W e llner illustrated their talks w ith  
pictures; this ended a long and busy day.

A p r il 29, a trip  was made up stream to see a streamflow recording 
dam and various thinning experiments dea ling  w ith  reproduction and 
accelerated grow th; also some seed tree practices, broadcast burning, 
and shelterwood method of silvicultural practices. W e  returned to station 
a t noon, and that afternoon w ere  shown through the fire  research 
experiment plots. During the evening M r. Gisborne was in his o ffice  to 
in te rv iew  the fe llow s and answer questions. O n A p r il 29 left Priest 
River and drove to G rand Coulee and after lunch and a hasty inspection 
o f the dam, w e  headed down the dry bed of the Columbia to Dry Falls. 
The stop was w orth w h ile  just to listen to the Barker, w ho in jected 
b ib lica l phrases w ith  modern philosophy, spiced w ith  “ d ry”  humor, into 
his talks. A p r il 30, the bus left Ellensburg at 8:45 for M inera l via Tacoma. 
The only time it stops raining in this country is when they w ant to re fill 
the storage tanks. H ad a ta lk that evening by M r. M urray on silviculture. 
O n M ay 1 w e  visited the W . Fork logging operations which includes 
about 175,000 acres ow ned and an equal amount contro lled— estimated 
to have five and one-half b illion  feet of merchantable timber; w e  rode 
up on a scooter a distance of about ten miles. O n the road to operations, 
stopped and inspected timber bridges of heavy construction. In P. M . 
le ft fo r Kelso and Longview.

In Longview  there w e re  several stops of note, chiefly W eyerhaeuser 
M ill,  Docks, Pulp Plant, M . & M . Plywood, and a paper mill. The W eyer­
haeuser plant is one of the most efficient mills v iew ed on the trip ; every­
thing is utilized under the same roof. The pulp mill was interesting, but 
it was too noisy to hear w hat the guide had to say; anyhow, the plant 
makes only paper stock by the sulphide process. The M . & M . P lywood 
Plant was next, w here w e  got our first alimpse of pee ler logs and veneer 
made by the cold process. M ay 3, w e  left Portland and arrived at W ind  
River in the A . M . There w e  w e re  shown over the nursery; they have 
a unique system of storing seeds in crocks— some seed is years o ld. H ere  
w e  saw the Shasta fir  which is being developed for an ornamental 
Christmas tree— retails at 75c per foot; during the A . M . w ent over the 
arboretum and saw a ll species of conifers, and then to lunch. In P. M . 
watched the C. C. C. train ing crew  teaching the one-lick method of 
fire control. Heavy underbrush in this area and old burns are particu larly 
hazardous. A fte r this w e  saw their fire  research, carpentry shop, and 
w ent up Panther Creek to their experimental forest—a pure stand of 
second grow th  D. F. 18 inches in diameter; this forest has about 3 ,000

Much gaw king and gasping at C rater Lake.

Photographer G ajan gets log-washing operation.



Collom calculates that's some tree.

acres— 2,500 of o ld  grow th and rest in reproduction. That evening w e  
had a discussion o f fire  problems and other items of interest, including 
game management and silviculture.

Left W ind River M ay 4 and started dow n the Columbia River, a 
beautiful drive; crossed the river on a ferry and traveled west on the 
south side of tne river. Stopped at promontories for views of the river 
and also at Multnomah Falls. Drove to Bonneville Dam and w ere  guided 
through the exterior workings which include the locks and fish ladders. 
Then into Portland and spent the afternoon. M ay 5, had breakfast at 
O regon C ity and drove tow ard C oqu ille ; enroute w e  stopped at Cascade 
H ead, the home of the West Coast Experiment Station. H ere  w e  saw 
the natural propagation of a lder after a fire ; bracken fern is plucked 
as a by-product in this area. A t C oqu ille  on M ay 6 w e  saw the Port 
O rfo rd  Product M ill (Smith W ood Co.), and the manufacture and pro­
cessing of Port O rfo rd  cedar. H ere  they make battery plates, Venetian 
blinds, etc.; estimates indicate they have enough cedar to last twenty-five 
more years. They also make p lyw ood; capacity is 65,000 B. F. per day 
of cedar and 145,000 B. F. o f p lywood. A fte r this w e  drove dow n the 
coast to Eureka.

O n  M ay 7 w e  traveled south to the redwoods and saw the famous 
Bull C reek Flat. H ere  are forty acres that cruise one million feet to acre. 
The trees are a ll over 300 feet and diameters average about ten feet. 
This p lo t is a state park. In ’P. M . w e  drove up to see the highest known 
tree in the w o rld , height 364 feet, w ith  the lowest branch 194 feet 
from the ground; this also is in a state park along the Redwood H ighw ay 
in Humboldt County, C alifornia. That afternoon w e  covered the logging 
operations just out of Scotia; redwoods logged by the Pacific Lumber 
Co. They practice a government-helped dep le tion  system, in which 
certain redwoods are left standing, and for these they are reimbursed 
by the government. M ay 8, from Eureka w e  treked to the Pacific Logging 
M ill a t Scotia and watched them saw up the redwoods. This mill has a 
capacity of 350 M  per day, can cut special orders up to 44 feet. In 
conjunction, they have a factory w here they make ties, grapestakes, 
siding, shingles, c igar and candy boxes,- also do considerable lathe work 
for in terio r and porch finishing. H ere  also is a bark processing plant, 
w here  bark is hand-peeled, chopped, shredded, b low n fluffy, cleaned, 
and baled for insulation.

M ay 9, w e  left Eureka bound for W illow s via Ukiah, C alifornia. H ad a 
last glimpse of the sea, then through redw ood groves and inland through 
five major range types to the citrus groves around W illow s. O n M ay 10 
drove up the Sacramento V a lle y  through Dunsmuir a t the foot of M ount 
Shasta, passing again from cultivated and grass land, w ood land, and 
chaparral to montane forest and subalpine around Shasta. O n the road 
to Klamath Falls w e  passed through the Shevlin-Boken experimental area 
in ponderosa pine (this experiment is primarily to appease public senti­
ment against forest devastation). A rrived  in Klamath Falis about six 
o 'clock into a bedbug-infested suite of cabins. Traveled from Bend to 
W a lla  W a lla  M ay  12, the important feature being the engineering of 
the road.

M ay 13, w e  w ent from W a lla  W a lla  to the Potlatch M ills  in Lewiston, 
which w e re  similar to the others except for slash sawing and the grades 
bu ilt up through resawing, trimming, and edging. The mill is a high speed 
operation, and efficiency in output is high. The Prestolog plant was 
visited and is the orig ina l plant. Logs are driven down the river each 
year, about 47 million B. F. o f logs over 125 miles. W e  w e re  entertained 
w ith  lunch and drove on to Spokane, w here w e  arrived at 4:00 P. M . 
and stayed at Regina suburb. A t 9 :00  A . M . w e  pulled out for home— 
"W h o op e e !”

N o t Dean, just one of 
the fe llows.

Inside shot of the w eary  travelers.

Example of ra ilroad transportation used in N . W .

W atching single tong boom handle big stuff.

The lineup of Forest Management majors w ho treked the West under the 
leadership of Spaulding and Bloom.



H and on ripcord . . .

A fte r a ttend ing  ground tra in ing school at Seeley 
Lake for three days, the time had come fo r the big take-off. Since there 
w e re  five of us making our first jump, w e  d re w  numbers to dec ide  w ho  
was to ba il out first. I d re w  number five, hence was the last to jump. 
As Pilot Dick Johnson had the "T ra v e lie r,”  only tw o  jumpers could go 
up at a time. I w a tched  the reactions o f the others as they landed and 
was very surprised to find them a ll w an ting  to go right back up to see 
if they cou ldn ’t go better.

M y  turn fina lly  came. M y  nerves w e re  tense; my mouth got excep­
tio n a lly  dry before w e  ga ined over 2500 feet e levation. Because I had 
thoroughly made up my mind to jump, regardless of everything, it was not 
d ifficu lt to do so w hen the time came. As w e  approached the ta rge t, I 
climbed out on the step w ith  a firm g rip  on my rip-cord. The instructor 
said " g o ."  A utom atica lly  I c row -hopped o ff and was amazed to feel 
myself floa ting  in the a ir w ith  no sense of fa lling  whatsoever. A fte r  
c learing  the p lane, I jerked the rip-cord and set myself fo r the opening 
shock. I certa in ly fe lt re lieved w hen the chute opened for then I was 
a b le  to descend in a more natural position. A s ide  from that tense second 
or tw o  a fte r leaving the p lane until my chute opened, I could righ tfu lly  
say that I was g rea tly  th r ille d  and rea lly  enjoyed the first jump. If I had 
not been w e a rin g  the heavy suit required of us, I could have easily hit 
the ground standing up; as it was, I could not stay on my feet on fina lly  
landing.

A fte r  completing ten days’ tra in ing, w e  moved to M oose C reek 
Ranger Station for actual fire  suppression service. O n  July 12, 1940, 
Rufus Robinson and I w e re  scheduled to jump on the first actual fire  to 
be fought by parachute fire-fighters. Rufus jumped first, but due to bad 
a ir conditions missed his spot, a small a ld e r patch near the fire, by about 
a quarte r of a mile. I tried to compensate by go ing further against the 
w in d , but had to cross a ridge. By do ing so, I was caught in a d iffe ren t 
ground current and was carried almost a quarte r mile to one side o f our 
ta rge t. Rufus landed in a short tree, his feet nearly touching the ground, 
w h ile  I got hung up in a 150-foo t green spruce, about ten feet dow n  
from the top. The chute caught on the side of the tree as I was d rifting  
w es tw a rd  from the fire  at a rate o f about fifteen miles per hour. M y 
momentum carried me through the limbs on one side of the tree. O n  my 
return sw ing I caught a broken branch and pu lled myself tow a rd  the 
trunk o f the tree. From here I unsnapped my risers, coming dow n  the tree 
w h ich  had limbs c lear to the ground.

Rufus had contacted the p lane by the use o f his small rad io . O n  
getting  my exact location he w a lke d  tow a rd  me. The plane then came 
dow n  to w ith in  500 feet of us to d rop  our fire  packs by means o f an o ld  
condemned army chute. W e  shouldered our packs and w e re  ready for 
immediate action. It was just forty-five minutes from the time w e  le ft 
the M oose C reek Ranger Station until w e  started to build  fire  line. This 
remote spot was about tw enty miles from any ava ila b le  ground crew . To 
reach the area by foot w o u ld  have meant a long, strenuous hike, requ iring 
possibly ten hours’ travel time.

EARL C O O LE Y .

Final once-over . . .

Fire is spotted . . .

mping suit . A  perfect takeoffFront, rear v ie w  of special ju
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M on tana ’s Earl C oo ley .
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Floating on a ir "G u id in g "  to fire  .

The use of parachutes by the Forest Service 
d re w  much attention during 1940, even though experimental w o rk  had 
been under w a y  for nearly a year be fore  Europe headlined parachutists 
in the ir phantasmagoric w arfa re . Skilled fire  fighters dropping from 
w ilderness skies to control back country fires gripped  the imagination 
and dram atized a princ ip le  as o ld  as fire  fighting. Fire control manage­
ment has a lw ays striven to reduce travel time to the minimum and to 
increase the effectiveness of the fire  figh te r to the maximum. The princ ip le  
remains the same w hether the men go on foot, horseback, by motor 
veh ic le  or parachute.

Parachuting should be regarded simply as a method o f transportation. 
Formerly parachutes w e re  used for life  saving only. Their use in fire  
control demands in tegration o f the fastest known methods of detection, 
communication and travel. The lookout, rad io  and te lephone, the a ir­
p lane, parachute and a good pa ir o f legs a ll have the ir part to play.

If the use of parachutes is to be kept in perspective it must be 
emphasized that they are only one means to an end. That end is the 
placement o f h ighly skilled, w e ll organized and splendid ly equipped 
men on fires w h ile  such fires a re  small enough for a fe w  men to control. 
The man is the important piece in this game of chess. Youth, good nerves, 
physical perfection, woodmanship and fire  fighting skill a re  needed. 
There is po ten tia lly  no lack o f this material among young foresters of 
today.

From an economic standpoint the adapta tion  of parachutes to fire 
control w o rk  promises to solve a la rge  problem. For the first time there 
seems to be a w a y  to ge t speedy action in the control o f back country 
fires w he re  there are no roads. In many such areas public po licy requires 
permanently keeping them roadless. In others the cost o f road bu ild ing 
for fire  protection a lone, is like ly  to far exceed the cost of developm ent 
and maintenance of a small but select parachute corps.

G rea te r speed in the in tegration o f men and sw ift machines for fire 
control w il l  require increasing skill and know ledge  on the part of 
managers o f those facilities. Training in the use of parachutes and of 
parachute fire  fighters w il l  be va luab le  for a ll o f the fie ld  of fire  control.

Immediate plans for the future are still in the " la p  of the G ods”  
and Congress, but a small pro ject of tw o  or three smokejumper squads 
seems assured. The rates of pay remain to be fina lly  w orked out but 
apparen tly  w il l  remain higher than w ages fo r comparable fire protection 
w o rk  w hich does not require parachuting.

Several years w il l  be requ ired  to determ ine the full va lue o f the 
parachute method of transportation. Fie w ho  w il l  risk prophecies had 
bette r take heed of the forces in man’s nature w hich have caused him 
to adopt ever faster methods o f travel. M en  w ou ld  be lacking in vision 
w ho  w o u ld  set lim itations on the future of a method, useful over much of 
the earth ’s surface, w hich turns days into hours and hours into minutes.

AXEL G. L IN D H ,
C hief, Division of Fire C ontro l,
U. S. Forest Service, Region O ne.
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O ffic ia ls  inspect rigg ing  . . .



M any a forester finds summer w ork  here

Sheep M ounta in  triangula tion

A fte rnoon study in silhouette
Typical U. S. F. S. Blister Rust camp

G uard school, Tacoma Creek, W ashington
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Predator control on the

The Duke does Saturday afternoon washing
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Bald Eagle Lookout

The heavens opened the ir bowels

G lac ie r's  U pper St. M a ry ’s Lake. H unting party crosses top  of Swan Range. H uckleberry M ounta in  Lookout

Patrol L. O . in Sun River country. Lew is and 

C la rk  N a tiona l Forest.
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W ay station on prim itive South Fork.

N ic e  cookie-duster, Schaeffer.
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e summer passes

Range inspection by Robinson. Prizewinnin.g shot, Sawtooth Range, by N ew com er
Frozen Falls, Dearborn C reek

Typical A bsarokee Range. :e camp on





Editor tries to get Alums to w rite  in. Box score to date
34 out of 362.

John M . Antonich, ’39
"I do  a lot o f traveling fo r the state . . .  my occu-

Ration is w ith  the Bridge D ivision.”  
lelson H . Fritz

. . .  I w ou ld  say that a fe w  years in connection 
w ith  a state or government agency gives one a 
background o f experience that w il l  stand him in 
good stead la te r on should he dec ide  to ge t into 
priva te  forestry w ork. H e re  through the East, the 
amount o f private  forestry w o rk  seems to be on the 
increase and qu ite  a fe w  o f the boys from Y a le , 
C o rne ll, M ich igan  and other schools a re obta in ing 
pretty satisfactory positions.”

Nelson is w ith  the Asplundh Tree Expert Company. 
Jim MacLaren, '38

” 1 certa in ly  am interested in the 'spanking good 
book”  recommended for the mastication, digestion 
and assimilation of the alumni. I am a lte rna te ly  
range examiner, range supervisor, and range clerk 
as the seasons permit for the A g ricu ltu ra l Conser­
vation Associations o f B laine and Phillips Counties,- 
also specia lize in surveying reservoirs for stock men. 
I spanned the continent last fa ll from Seattle to 
W ashington, D. C ., during a b rie f vacation o ff the 
range. The local d ra ft board has ap p lie d  a lo w  
number to my frame and that should be good for a 
good meal ticket during the coming w in te r .”
Ernest Perry, ’40

"Last July I received an appointm ent in a C. C. C. 
camp in the C h ip p e w a .”  H e  says he has been doing 
surveying, tree p lanting and logg ing  and at the 
present: “ W e  are pruning and libe ra ting  w h ite  
pine and N o rw a y  pine. 300 trees per acre le ft for 
final crop trees.”
Glenn Mueller, ’40

H e  w rites from the north w oods w he re  he is 
cruising and lumberjacking. "Slash is le ft w here  it 
falls and there is no limit on stump heights.
Clinton Wilmsen, ’40

"Sounds like  you fe llow s are putting out another 
good Forestry Kaimin . . .”  Expects to resume w ork  
w ith  the Forest Service in the spring.

C. M . Rector
I came over to Enterprise as Supervisor o f the 

W a llo w a  N a tiona l Forest about the m iddle o f last 
O ctobe r. Like it fine here and am enjoying the 
w o rk  thoroughly. The W a llo w a  is just short of a 
m illion acres and lies in the N . E. corner of O regon . 
The elevations in this forest vary from 2200 feet in 
the Snake River canyon w here  w e  have w in te r 
grazing permits of ca ttle  and sheep to 10 ,034 feet 
w here  w e  have a fe w  g lac ie rs.”  The W a llo w a  
M ountains are often ca lled the "S w itzerlands of 
A m erica ”  and the scenery is rea lly  superb. Best of 
regards to Torn, Jerry, Faye C la rk  and the boys 
w ho  a re  w ork ing  tow ards the ir sheepskins.”

H a ll H . McClain
"D ue to reorganization N o. 4, I was transferred 

from the S. C. S. to  the G razing Service. Since being 
here I have been g radua lly  moving from forestry 
to range w o rk .”

J. A .  Wagner
'"A t present I am stationed at Fort Duchesne, Utah, 

on an Indian Reservation. I have charge of forestry 
and grazing on six Indian Reservations, containing 
1 ,000 ,000  acres. Five of the reservations a re  in 
Utah and the Kaibab Reservation in A rizona . Part 
o f one reservation includes the Desolation Canyon 
o f Green River w hich has not even been surveyed 
by the G. L. O . as they claim it is too  rough. A fte r  
several pack trips into the area I ag ree  w ith  them.”

Bob Hileman, ’38
" I ’m a camp clerk fo r J. N e ils  Lumber Co. Besides 

a fa ir amount o f bookkeeping I ge t in on a lo t of 
scaling, cruising, and road locating. Am still single 
but w il l  not call myself a confirmed bachelor for a 
fe w  years ye t.”

Gene Landt, ’40
A t present I am w ork ing  for the Nekoosa Edwards 

Paper Company at Port Edwards, W isconsin, as a 
beater control chemist. I like the jo b  even if it is 
not very close to forestry.”



John T. Loucks, ’40
Please send my Kaimin to Brookings, South 

Dakota, as I have just received an appointment w ith  
the State Extension Forester. Since graduation have 
done everything from surveying, d ra fting and farm­
ing to c lerk ing in a store.”
Don Lynch, *39

"S till single, w ork ing  as a research assistant on 
the Duke Forest; plan to resume school here next 
fa ll to start w o rk ing  on a Ph. D. degree. I like  the 
South and southern forestry, but my heart is still in 
the W est.”
Fred C. Kibler, '40 

" I  am still w ork ing  in the Bureau o f Census, and 
at present am classified as an examiner in the 
Livestock Division. I am still single and probably 
w il l  be for some time ye t.”
Dick Robinson, '40

"A m  on active duty w ith  the A ir  Corps and enjoy 
the w o rk  very much. I am on ground duty and receiv­
ing special schooling in base supplies. Looks like 
I w il l  have a job  w hen maneuvers a rrive  that w il l  
compare in w o rk  to that of a 2 ,000 acre fire  in 
maintaining supplies, e tc.”  H e  reports M ontana w e ll 
represented dow n there.
James F. Brooks, '1 7

Assistant Regional Forester, Region 8. Family; w ife  
and daughters, age 8 and 20.
W alter E. Pool, '33 

" I  am still a t Delta, C o lo rado , ranger on the 
Uncompahgre N a tiona l Forest; was married M arch 
28, 1940, to Miss Eva Blore of D e lta .”
Dick Griffiths, ’39 

Dick is logg ing  for the J. N e ils  Lumber Co. " I 
have been do ing everything from setting chokers 
to scaling logs in the woods. Right now  Bob and I 
a re  w ork ing  w ith  another fe llo w  laying out logg ing 
roads in a new  dra inage the company is p lanning 
to log soon.”
Bruce V . Newton, ‘39 

"A ugust 9, 1940— I received a C iv il Service 
appointment as Junior Engineering Draftsman w ith  
the W a r (ordnance) Department at the W a te rv lie t 
A rsenal, W a te rv lie t, N e w  York. M arch 3, 1941, 
promoted to Assistant Engineering Draftsman. I like 
this part o f the coast and expect to see more of it 
this summer. N o  hits (w ife ), no runs (kids), no 
errors (?).
M erle Brunsvold, '40

"Je rry , Bob Doull, Fred K ib ler, and I a re  w ork ing  
at the Census Bureau. I have an iron in the fire  ana 
hope to be in the Bureau of Labor Statistics soon as 
a statistical clerk. Boyd Price is w ork ing  fo r the 
Department o f A gricu ltu re . They had a baby a 
couple o f weeks ago. M e l A k in  is here w ork ing  
as a draftsman in theW arD epartm ent,and inc identa lly  
got married to a government gal from Wisconsin on 
N e w  Year's day. Ben M artin  was ca lled  to the 
Army and is located at some Fort close to here. I 
think it is Fort M onroe, V irg in ia . Chuck Dobson, 
Russ Lockhart, and W inn ie  H o w a rd  are in the

M arines at Q uantico , V irg in ia . They come most 
every w e e k  end and spend it w ith  us. W e  sure do 
have some real bull sessions.”
George M . Dejarnette, '21

‘M y  o ffic ia l address is still U. S. F. S., M issoula. 
. . .  M y  o ffic ia l t it le  is C h ie f of Planting in w hich 
capacity I have general charge of p lan ting  and 
nursery activities in Region O ne. M y  home address 
is 800 Hastings A venue, w hich is located on the 
same ground w here  almost 25 years ago some other 
green capped frosh and I used to 'ta lly  pins' and 
'turn angles’ under the eag le  eye of 'D ick' Henska.”  
Sterling Wardell (not yet)

Guess w here?  " A t  5-45 A . M . the bugle 
awakens a man from his dream o f a beautifu l 
brunette to the rea lization o f army life . From then 
on it is routine of eating, close order drills, lectures 
and tra in ing in the particu la r lines in w h ich  you 
w il l  have duties. The duties o f this pa rticu la r com­
pany consisting of keeping the communications be­
tw een Division and Regimental H eadquarters. 
There is a lot o f w ire  stringing, po le  climbing, te le ­
graph, te lephone, rad io  and message w ork. A ll-  
in -a ll it is very interesting and one doesn’t have 
any time to loaf, w h a t’s more when ‘ re trea t’ is 
sounded at 5:00 P. M ., you know you ’ve done a 
very reasonable day ’s w o rk  for that 21 ‘bucks.’ ”

M r. D. Merriman 
Jan itor — Forestry School
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