An evaluation of the performance by class indicates that fewer than
50# of those matriculating in the Law School ever qualify for a law degree.
Table II
Class of 1957
4l entered as freshmen in fall of 1954 (27 with an undergraduate
degree; 2 with four years of college; 12 with three years of
college; 25 had taken pre-law work at MSU)
13 received the LL.B degree on schedule in June 1957
5 received the LL.B degree after additional work (1 required summer
school; 4 required an additional semester)
2 returned after interruptions for military service and travel and
will qualify for the LL.B degree in 1958 and 1959
10 were dropped for academic deficiencies
2 were advised not to return because of academic deficiencies
1 transferred to another law school
8 withdrew voluntarily and did not continue law studies elsewhere

Class of 1958
36 entered as freshmen in fall of 1955 (24 with an undergraduate
degree; 3 with 4 years of college; 9 with 3 years of college;
20 had taken pre-law work at MSU)

13 received the LL.B degree on schedule in June 1958
1 may qualify for the LL.B degree with additional work
3 withdrew for military service
8 were dropped for academic deficiencies
2 were advised not to return because of academic deficiencies
1 transferred to another law school
8 withdrew voluntarily and did not continue law studies elsewhere
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Class o f 1959
28 entered as freshmen in the fall of 1956 (2 0 with an undergraduate
degree; 8 with 3 years of college; 17 had taken pre-law work
at M3U)
13 continue into the senior year in good standing and eligible for
the LL.B degree in June 1959
2 withdrew for military service

1 will return fall 1958 after interruption for teaching assignment
2 were dropped for academic difficulties
1 transferred to another law school
9 withdrew voluntarily and did not continue law studies elsewhere
C la s s of i960

14 entered as freshmen in fall of 1957 (1 0 with an undergraduate
degree; 4 with 3 yea^s of college. 6 had taken pre-law
work at MBU)
1 0 continue into the junior year in good standing and eligible to
receive the LL.B degree on schedule
1 is eligible to continue into the junior year on probation
2 were advised not to continue because of academic deficiencies at
the end of the first semester of the freshman year
1 withdrew within first month and did not continue law studies else
where

I n a n e f f o r t t o a r r e s t t h i s v o lu n t a r y an d f o r c e d a t t r i t i o n , t h e Law S c h o o l
in a u g u r a te d p r e - p r o f e s s i o n a l c o u n s e l l i n g , a n o r i e n t a t i o n p ro g ram an d
s c h e d u le d c o n f e r e n c e s f o r I n d i v i d u a l s t u d e n t s th ro u g h o u t t h e y e a r . A l e g a l
a p t i t u d e t e s t (Law S c h o o l A d m issio n T e s u ) was r e q u i r e d o f a l l a p p l i c a n t s
a n d p e r s o n a l in t e r v ie w s o f p r o s p e c ti v e s t u d e n t s w ere a r r a n g e d b e f o r e c l a s s e s
commenced. The e n t i r e la w f a c u l t y p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e i n d i v i d u a l c o n f e r e n c e s
th ro u g h o u t t h e y e a r . A p r e - la w c lu b was fo rm ed f o r a l l th o s e i n th e u n d e r 
g r a d u a te d e p a rtm e n ts o f t h e U n iv e r s ity who a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n la w a s a c a r e e r .
A member o f t h e la w f a c u l t y a c t s a s a d v i s o r a n d t h r e e la w s tu d e n t s s e r v e
a s c o n s u l t a n t s on p ro b le m s o f b e g in n in g la w s t u d e n t s . D e s p ite t h e s m a ll
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enrollment in the class of i960 , standards have not been compromised nor
exceptions made for marginal students. The small rate of attrition is
due in great measure to the psychological conditioning of students for
the rigors of law study and continued attention to student problems through
out the year.
Although the majority of each entering class have earned under
graduate degrees, outstanding students with only three years of college
are still admitted. However, they must qualify for an undergraduate
degree before receiving their law degree. The tendency in law schools
approved by the American Bar Association is to require an undergraduate
degree for entrance into law school. The purpose was succinctly stated
by Dean Harno in a letter to his law alumni in 1932:
...we who advocate higher standards believe that these standards
tend to sift the aspirants to the profession so that those who
finally are permitted to enter, are better fitted ethically
and mentally for its responsibilities. There is not involved
here the question of educating the masses, with which position I
have much sympathy, but of educating professional people who will
go into communities to take places of trust and confidence.
That the Law School is doing a commendable job in the matter of admis
sions is indicated by excerpts fro m the Inspection Report submitted by
John Hervey to the members o f the Council o f the Section o f Legal Education
of the American Bar Association:
The school is to be commended for selective admissions. The
"diploma privilege" exists in Montana for the graduates of the
school and it, therefore, exacts high scholastic and moral
qualifications for admission. This requirement should prove
fruitful and certainly should be continued. The Law School
Admission Test is required of all applicants and while no fixed
score is required the authorities seldom dip below a score of
400 in the admission of an applicant.
...The announced admission standards are followed 3 trictly.
The school sets an example which the majority of the approved schools
could well emulate and is entitled to commendation not only for the
high standards set but for adherence to them notwithstanding the pressures
which one usually encounters in administering a state-related institu
tion.
The over-all scholarship standards are high. The central administra
tion encourages the law faculty to keep them so. The school is to be
commended for the excellence of the admission and scholarship standards.

A thorough inquiry is made into the moral qualification of each
applicant. The "diploma privilege" exists in Montana. The authori
ties, therefore, take seriously the task of screening for fitness
for law practice. Each applicant must submit a verified question
naire, on a form prescribed by the school dealing with his moral
fitness to become a member of the profession. A parent or guardian
is required to make an affidavit that he has read the answers to the
questionnaire and that they are true and correct. Each applicant
is advised that:
"In most states investigative processes on a nationwide basis
disclose, among other things, criminal records or misconduct of
applicants for admission to the bar. If information of such
derogatory nature is disclosed even after you have been graduated
from this law school without the same having been disclosed as
required in your responses to this questionnaire, the faculty
will take measures to have your degree vacated, withdrawn, and
nullified. Each succeeding year in which you enroll in this
law school, and before you are graduated, you will be required
to bring this affidavit down to date or swear or affirm that
nothing has happened which you are required to add to your res
ponses to any of the questions herein."
The students impressed the Adviser favorably. They are mature,
well-behaved, and genuinely interested in their work and the legal
profession. A few expressed the belief that the scholarship stan
dards are too high and that less work should be exacted of the
students. The Adviser did not agree — because other schools are
average is no reason why this one should not attempt to be superior.
This more especially in view of the diploma privilege.
In a letter transmitting a copy of the Inspection Report, Mr. Hervey
stated:
The school is commended on the policy of selective admissions
and on the rejection of all applicants who do not demonstrate
good moral character. Stand your ground on this. Your school
has done an outstanding job ou the character investigation of
the applicants. If all schools had been doing that sort of a
job for the past twenty years the bar wouldn't have some of the
present problems. I'm certain that the Council will applaud your
efforts and say: "Don't lower the standards on admissions and
scholarship."

I m s very favorably impressed with your student body. The
students compare favorably with those in the best schools. They
are mature, clean-cut, conscientious, and genuinely interested
in studying and practicing law. What is more, the ones with whom
I talked want the school to maintain high standards. They appre
ciate that it is being done for their benefit and the public good
and not merely to delight the faculty. I would hope that in the
years ahead, they will, as leaders of the bench and bar and mem
bers of the legislature, see to it that adequate resources are
provided for the law school-* consummation devoutly to be wished
because they haven't been provided during the past few years, as
I view the evidence.

In

a subsequent letter Mr. Hervey stated:

I was especially impressed with the high standards of admission
and scholarship which you maintain in the law school. You are on
the right track in making inquiries into the moral character of
the applicants. While your enrolment is small, nevertheless enrol
ments in law schools were down over the entire country last Septem
ber.
Your enrolment will begin to increase substantially. Certainly
no one could read the literature which has appeared in the American
Bar Journal or in the Journal of Legal Education without being aware
that deluge of students will begin shortly to descend upon the pro
fessional schools. You must be prepared for them when they get there.
In an effort to stimulate interest in law as a career, Dean Sullivan
visited the private and state supported colleges throughout the state with
the exception of the units at Havre and Dillon. He also participated in
five high school career day conferences in the state. A brochure on law
as a career was prepared and widely distributed throughout the state and
to
all persons making inquiry at the Law School. A pre-law club was
formed on the University caucus with a menibership of 25-35 • The Iowa
Legal Aptitude Test was administered free of charge to attract those in
quisitive about the law but too reticent to make formal application for
law school. Alumni and friends of the Law School were requested to con
tact prospective law and pre-law students to discuss opportunities and
the nature of law practice and to encourage them to matriculate at Montana
State University Law School. The results of these combined efforts have
been most encouraging: An analysis of processed applications for the
entering class in the Fall of 1958 indicates a near normal enrollment of
beginning students.
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Table III
22 accepted as of June 1, 1958 (l8 with an undergraduate degree) 4 with
3 years of college) 11 had taken pre-law work at MSU)
6 in final stages of processing (4 with an undergraduate degree) 2 with
3 years Of college) 3 have taken pre-law work at M3U)
4 in preliminary stages of processing (2 with an undergraduate degree)
2 with 3 years of college) 3 have taken pre-law work at MSU)
6 scheduled to take Law School Admission Test in August (4 with an under
graduate degree) 1 with 4 years of college) 1 with 3 years of
college) 5 have taken pre-law work at M3U)

Recent experience indicates uhat a few additional inquiries and applications
are received during the summer months. Total inquiries during 1957-58
school year were approximately 101. Registration figures for the year 1957-58
reveal that thirty college freshmen at Montana State University are enrolled
in the pre-law program. In asmuch as pre-law students must also select a
major in some undergraduate area, it is probable that this figure could
be augmented by those enrolled in schools or departments with which the
Law School has combination programs. In any event the prospect is for
an increase in enrollment each year henceforth. If the reduced attrition
pattern continues, law school enrollment could exceed one hundred students
by i9 6 0 . This will create other problems discussed elsewhere in this report.

Financial Assistance to Law Students:

It was noted in the report for 1956-7 that subsidies for worthy law
students must be provided in increasing amounts as the veterans assistance
programs are terminated. The demands of professional education discourage,
if not prohibit, part time enployment as a means of partially defraying the
costs of a legal education. Law schools throughout the nation have instituted
attractive scholarship programs as inducements to outstanding prospective law
students. The lack of a comprehensive program at Montana State University has
contributed to the loss of native Montanans to other law schools. With a
developing shortage of lawyers nationally, it is doubtful that these emigres
will return to Montana to practice. The leadership at the bar and in public
life that such men could contribute to the state of Montana is irreplaceable.
An expanded scholarship, loan and graduate assistant program is needed to
attract these outstanding law prospects to our school.
During 1 9 5 6 -7 , eight Neil S. Wilson Scholarships which cover all fees
and incidental expenses were awarded, an anonymous law scholarship was es
tablished, and the Burton K. Wheeler Scholarship was inaugurated. These
latter scholarships cover all but a small fraction of total fees and expenses.
No distribution was made from the law alumni scholarship fund because the
interest thereon is too small to justify an award and it is the feeling of the
law faculty that the corpus should not be invaded.
The student loan fund continues to be used by an increasing number of
second and third year students. This source of funds was augmented by a
memorial loan fund of almost two thousand dollars contributed by a sister,
former students and friends of Miss Charlotte H. Russel.
As an aid to worthy law students and to assist with research projects
currently in progress by members of the law faculty, graduate assistantships
are urgently needed. Although administered independently, the Law School is
in reality a graduate school and should be extended the opportunity of selecting
graduate assistants which is available to other departments of the University
offering graduate programs. Various sources of outside funds are being ex
plored and it is possible that funds will be available annually for aid to
worthy students. However, this will not be a substitute for a graduate
assistantship program which should be inaugurated as soon as University
funds are available.

Placement:

The placement of our law graduates, because of the interest and coopera
tion of alumni and members of thebar, continues to be comprehensive and effec
tive. As opportunities arise, they are communicated directly to the members
of the graduating class who are interested in securing placement assistance.
In keeping with a custom inaugurated three years ago, a placement brochure
is circulated to all lawyers in Montana and other potential employment sources,
soliciting opportunities for the current graduating class. Interviews are
scheduled for prospective employers who wish to come to the Law School for
initial contacts.
The employment history of the class of 1957 is as follows:
Practice (alone or in association with
other attorneys)

13
2

Legal staff of federal agencies
Advanced Legal Studies

1

Legal Assistant, Montana Supreme Court

1

Military Service

2

Self Employed

1

The employment history of the class of 1958 is not complete as of the
date of this report. Of the twenty-four who received degrees in January and
in June, three have been appointed as law clerks to various federal and state
supreme court judges, &en have entered the practice, two have been enployed
in legal capacities by federal and state agencies, three are destined for
military service, one has become a businessman, and five are in various
stages of securing employment, most of them in the practice.
A number of employment opportunities exist in the smaller Montana com
munities which remain unfilled. This is due primarily to a misconception of
the nature and extent of practice in such areas and a desire of most law
graduates to locate in the larger cities of the state. In 1958-9, a con
ference on opportunities in law practice is planned and it is hoped that the
practice of law in small communities will be placed in proper perspective so
that members of the class of 1959 will take advantage of some of the opportuni
ties that presently exist.
Each year, an increasing number of seniors are cooitting themselves for
employment during February and March. With a developing shortage of lawyers
nationally, and existing opportunities within Montana that sometimes carry
over to a succeeding year, it is evident that the placement of our graduates

will not be a matter of concern in the immediate future. Contrary to popular
assumption, there are excellent opportunities for law graduates. During 1958-59
a program of summer employment for students who have conpleted two years of
law will be discussed.
Faculty Activities:
To the non-academician a professor is an introvert who shuns reality, an
egghead whose every idea is suspect, an idealist who is more to be humored than
to be heard. To his university brethren, a law professor is an indolent, nonparticipating, unconcerned faculty member whose accrediting agencies limit
teaching loads to graduate level instruction. To the practicing attorney, a
law professor is a theorist whose sole responsibility is to weed out aspirants to
the bar. Guaged by the activities of the Law School faculty, none of these are true.
We are a busy lot. There is no eight-hour day for us as the chronicle of activities
for the year will show.
In his Inspection Report, Mr. Hervey had this to say of the law faculty:
Judged by the diversity of training, the faculty is probably
superior to that of the average state-related law school. The
salaries paid, except to the dean, are in line with other schools.
Each of the full-time teachers has published....
It appears that the faculty works well together. The minutes of
the meetings of the past several years were read and they reflect a
healthy divergence of views in the formulation of policies. The
channels of communication to the central administration are open and
the law faculty encounters no difficulty in getting recommendations
to higher authority.
While the University president is a lawyer and a former dean of
the school for one year, there is no evidence that the law faculty has
been favored at the expense of other divisions of the institution....
With the exception of first year appointees, all members of the law faculty
participated as members of important university committees. Seme of these
assignments require as much as ten hours per week during the school year. Each
faculty member also served on at leasu one committee for internal affairs of
the Law School. The law faculty meets on the average of once each two to
three weeks during the year. A specific enumeration of some other faculty
activities is as follows:
Professor E. W. Briggs — contributed to Montana Legislative Summary, 18
Mont. L. R. 121. On leave for 1957-8 as first Edson R. Sunderland
Research Fellow, University of Michigan Law School. Will return to
duty September 1, 1958.
Professor David R. Mason — Prepared legal memorandum for the administra
tion of the University on Building Bond Referendum.
Contributed to "Montana Legislative Summary," published in 18 Mon.
L. Rev. 121.
a

Completed, article entitled "Home Rule in Montana - Present and
Proposed."
Organized work for special symposium with respect to the Uniform
Commercial Code, proposed for publication in the Montana Law Review
in the spring of 1959. Also started work on comment on Sales Article
of the Code for inclusion in the symposium.
Served as Chairman of the Committee of Law Faculty, which prepared
report to Association of American Law Schools Committee on Law School
Administration and University Relations making inquiry into the roles
of faculty and administration.
Served as Chairman of Ccanmittee on Uniform Laws of the Montana
State Bar Association, which cooperated with the Commissioners on
Uniform Laws in studying the 3tatus of uniform legislation in
Montana and proposing laws to be recommended by the Montana Bar
Association to the next session of the Montana Legislature.
Incorporated drafting exercises in attachment proceedings and in
proceedings to obtain service of process by publication into the
course in Civil Procedure II.
Associate Professor Lester R. Rusoff — Research in process on doctoral
dissertation which includes an article to be entitled "Federal Income
Tax Consequences of Transactions Related to Leases of Land."
Editor, Proceedings Fifth Annual Tax School.
Director, Fifth Annual Tax School.
Advisor, Pre-Law Club.
Associate Professor Albert W. Stone — Review of Moreell: "Our
Nation's Water Resources - Pollies and Politics," printed in the
February issue of Northwestern Law Review (52 N.W.L.R* 825 (1958)).
Article: "Are There Any Adjudicated Streams in Montana?", pub
lished in the fall issue of Montana Law Review (19 Mont. L. R. 19
(1958)).
Editor of "High Dams and Upstream Storage," the proceedings of the
Second Annual Water Resources Conference.
Contributor, Montana Legislative Summary, 18 Mont. L . R. 121.
Research in process: An article on underground water law for
Montana.
An article on secured transactions as they would be affected
by the adoption in Montana of the Uniform Comaarcial Code.
Continuing as a member of the Ccanmittee on Education for Pro
fessional Responsibility, of the Association of American Law Schools.
Director, Third Annual Water Resources Conference.
Assistant Professor Gardner Cromwell — Awarded doctorate (S.J.D.) from
University of Michigan Law School and promoted to Associate Professor
for 1958-9.
Article: "Some Elements of Damage in Condemnation" published as
part of a symposium on Condemnation in 43 Iowa L. Rev. 191 (1 9 5 8 ).
Elected Executive Secretary, Montana State University Law Alumni
Association; supervised congpilation and distribution of first Law
Alumni Directory.

Planning committee and lecturer, Game Warden Conference.
Coordinated legal writing program which is required of all
first and second year law students.
High school commencement address at Drummond.
Assistant Professor Edward L. Kimball — Research in process for
doctoral dissertation on the subject of forfeiture as a sanction
in the penal law. Research also in process for an article on defama
tion in Montana.
Preparation of cases and materials on Montana Criminal Procedure
for class use.
Planning Committee and lecturer, Game Warden Conference.
Continued as Faculty Advisor to Montana Law Review.
Assistant Professor and Law Librarian Richard S. Barrows — Participated
in law library survey for Northwest. Report of findings for Montana
in preparation for publication.
Coordinator of rotating exhibits of portions of Law Library collec
tion.
Dean Robert E. Sullivan — Article: "Tax Consequences of the Uniti
zation of Oil and Gas Pools" to be published Fall 1958*
Contributor, "Montana Legislative Summary, ' 1-3 Mont. L. Rev. 121.
Research in process: Sections on co-ownership and mining liens
to be incorporated in a new treatise on the "American Law of Mining."
Appointed to Committee on Law of Outer Space of the American Bar
Association.
Director, Third Annual Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Institute.
Continued as a member of the Legal Committee, Interstate Oil Com
pact Commission; as a trustee of the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law
Foundation; as a commissioner from Montana to the National Conference
of Uniform State Laws.
Director and Lecturer, Game Warden Conference.
Talks to Cascade and Yellowstone County Bar Associations; two
service club addresses; one graduation address.
The Law School is in a critical stage of its development as portions of
this report indicate. This is especially true in the case of faculty personnel.
In a letter subsequent to the Inspection Report, Mr. Hervey stated:
Your efforts to date have been directed in part to the acquisi
tion of a competent, young faculty in the hope that you might in
time be able to pay them sufficiently high salaries to induce them
to remain with you. The salary level will have to be increased in
order to hold your faculty. The salary scale of a professional
school cannot possibly be geared to the salaryscale in under-graduate
divisions or to the salary scale in other state-related institutions
within the 3 tate.

There is one way in which the situation could be partially alleviated immedi
ately. The William Wirt Dixon Endowment Fund should be transferred to the
jurisdiction cf the Montana State University Endowment Foundation by the
State Board of Education. In the Inspection Report, Mr. Hervey observed:
There is a problem respecting an endowed chair in the law school the William Wirt Dixon professorship. The income from the corpus
of the gift is about $4,000 per year but under current practice, when
the law school budget is fixed each year, the salary of one law pro
fessor is reduced by an amount equivalent to the income from the gift.
Thus the law school gets less than its budgeted funds - the amount
deducted is used for other university purposes. In short, the income
from the gift is used in lieu of budgeted funds - not in addition
thereto as intended by the testator.
•There are other pressing needs which limit the accomplishments. Some
of them are indirectly related to other matters and will be referred to in
other sections of this report, e.g., additional funds for the law library,
larger office space, Increased travel allowances to permit attendance at
professional meetings, increased secretarial assistance, etc. The operational
items have been included in budget requests for the next biennium.
The Law School and the law faculty corrqu-ise a reservoir of talent for
the University and for the legal profession particularly in Montana. As the
Inspection Report indicates, the objectives of the Law School are being
accomplished under adverse conditions and at a sacrifice of greater contri
butions and effectiveness. The law faculty are exploring avenues to procure
outside assistance but this is not the entire solution. It is hoped that
seme means of correcting the deficiencies as found upon the inspection of
the Law School in October 1957, will be developed by the University admini
stration and the State Board of Education.
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Law Library:

Mr. Richard S. Barrows was appointed Law Librarian at. the beginning of
the schoolyear, replacing Miss Gwen Folsom. As of June 1, 1957 the book count
was 34,46?. At the close of the 1957-8 school year the count was 35,341. This
does not include many gifts which duplicate existing parts of one library nor
the numerous unbound pamphlets that are included in the Law Library collection
but not accessioned as calculable parts uhereof. Library practice varies in
this regard, I am informed, with some schools including such materials as a
part of their book count.
An itemized account of acquisitions and expenditures during the year is
as follows:
Acquisitions
Reports
Statutes
Agency
Periodicals
Miscellaneous
Treatises
Total

231
125
33
201
83
"5 volumes

Expenditures
Binding:
Continuations
Mont. L. Rev. (for
exchanges)
State Statutes

620.00
6400.00
288.00
497.60

New Treatises and
capital acquisitions
(not statutes)
1059.27
Total $ 8 8 6 5 .2 7
Gifts during 1957-8 were as follows:

Source

Accessioned
Bound
Volumes

County Commissioners
of Lincoln County

-

Mont. State Hist
orical Society

13

Duplicates

Unbound
Materials

322

Approx. Value
$

55

50.00

150.00

Dean Sullivan

500.00

18
363

16

82

2700.00

Mrs, Provost

13

6

4

57.00

Milton Gunn

36

1285

Lee Metcalf

12 (Cong. Rec.)

Pres. McFarland

Mike Mansfield
Misc. Donors

5 0 0 .0 0

45.00
2 0 .0 0

2

25

__ 2

_69

482

1631

211

150.00
$

4172.00

In the Inspection Report, Mr. Hervey had this to say of the Law
Library:
The library materials reflect care in selection. Many of them
could be replaced only at great expense. As presently housed,
there is a fire hazard the like of which I have seen in only one
other school. And the volumes in storage should be shelved, sold,
traded, or discarded.
The library leaves much to be desired. Other than the deficien
cies mentioned, there is no effective control over the library
materials. Several thousand volumes are in storage. These should
be shelved, traded, sold, or discarded — they are not readily
available to faculty and students. The library treasury items
(rare and valuable old volumes) are housed in a dark locked store
room which opens off the "ballroom" faculty office back of the
second tier of the first floor stacks. This office and store
room can be reached only via the stairway in the stack area.
The library collection is inventoried at $146,540.20. Books
valued at $2,225.00 were given to the library by Pres. McFarland
- primarily administrative law materials. Some $6 ,7 8 3 .1 3 was
expended in library acquisitions in 1956 -5 7 . Approximately $10,000
is available for such use during the current year. The library con
tent is good and evidences careful selection. It was re-catalogued
in 1954-55. By and large, the materials are in a good state of re
pair.
In recent years, attempts have been made, within the limits of funds
available, to fill in gaps in existing sets of periodicals and state statutes.
Some of these materials are exceedingly scarce aad they will become more ex
pensive as time passes. New revisions of state statutes outdate the sets

which we do have. It will be necessary, therefore, to augment the funds
available for law library acquisitions if the library is to maintain its
present position. With the increased use of microfilm and the availability
through such a media of rare materials that are necessary for research pur
poses, it will be necessary to secure additional funds for such equipment
and materials.
One further point is worthy of mention. Montana practitioners continue
to be most generous in making donations of materials to the law library.
Gifts accounted for one-third of the value of acquisitions during 1957-8.
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Law Building:

In the report for 1956-7*
'
was uoted that the law faculty had been
working on the minimum needs for additional facilities for the Law School.
Our efforts continued throughout 1957-6 and culminated in the submission
of a report to the President and an initial draft of a new building that
would incorporate all of the needed features. Reference was made to new
buildings in neighboring states that have comparable enrolments. The en
tire law faculty participated in the study and concurred in the report that
accon$>anied the preliminary sketches. The study received great impetus
from the findings of Mr. fiervey. In his Inspection Report he said:
The plant facilities, except the classrooms and the residential Law
House, are woefully inadequate. There is no professional atmosphere
in or about the law building - nothing in the arrangements or appoint
ments which will inspire study. The school is housed in an antiquated,
two-story brick structure, adjacent to the administration building of
the University, which formerly housed the general library. It was
converted to law school use many years ago.
Wh.il:, the building may have been adequate at the time of initial
occupancy, it is not so at present. The full-time faculty offices
are poor - two are elongated cubicles with high eeilings and poor
ventilation, one smacks of a ballroom, and three others are box-like
in shape with low ceilings. The library materials are scattered
throughout the building - majority in the stack area (three tiers
with glass floors) but others overflow into faculty offices, moot
court room, and corridors, with several thousand volumes in storage.
The classrooms are, however, very functional and adequate.
In the covering letter accompanying the Report, Mr. Hervey observed:
Your plant facilities, except classrooms, are woefully inadequate the faculty offices are poor, the library materials are scattered
throughout the building, and the moot court room is very unimpressive.
The law building lacks professional atmosphere and dignity. The Law
House is unique, functional, and worthy of commendation.
The law school certainly needs a new plant and it should, in my
judgment, be a separate building. While you expressed no opinion,
the proposal to integrate the law school plant with improved
facilities for the central administration did not Impress me favorably.
The time is long past due for the recognition of the law school as a
graduate professional school.

Preliminary discussions concerning the establishment of a law center
in Helena were conducted during the year. Because of difficulties of finan
cing the purchase of an available structure that could be used for the purpose,
the project was cancelled. Although the location of such a center at the
capital of the state has many advantages, it would create problems of ad
ministration that would not exist if the legal center was incorporated into
the operation of the law school. The remarks of Dean Harno to the law alumni
of the University of Illinois in 1950 are quite apropos at this point.
The term, "law center," has found its way into current legal litera
ture and has been given various connotations. I want to give you our
view of it. A law center, in a broad sense, is a legal workshop
furnished with physical equipment and with a trained personnel, con
ceived to deal with matters chat relate to the law. It must have a suit
able building, a good library and a trained staff. It encompasses a
variety of programs and activities. First it is a law school, but it
is much more than that. It is an educational, research and cultural
center where those qualified to study law are trained for the legal pro
fession. But legal education is a life-time pursuit. A law center,
as we think of it, embodies the idea not only of education for prebar~admi8 sion students, but of education also for the members of the
bar. In the legal complex of our day it is essential that the prac
ticing lawyer be afforded a setting where he may study, for short or
longer periods, under the guidance of his fellow-lawyers who have won
recognition as experts, those phases of the substantive or procedural
law as to which he wishes to acquire greater proficiency. And since
these programs for lawyers are to be housed under the roof where law
students are being taught, this will provide a forum for them where
they may meet practicing lawyers and hear the leaders of the bench and
bar debate the emerging and provocative issues before the profession.
Second, it is a center of scholarship and legal research. It must
have a graduate school where scholarship is nurtured and scholars
matured. It is a place of research. Legal research, with emphasis
on the philosophy, the meaning and ends of the law, and on law clari
fication and improvement of the administration of justice, should be
a dominant feature at the center. I shall have more to say on research
later.
Third, it is a place where members of the bench and bar may come
with questions and programs bearing on law betterment. I have previously
stressed the fact that committees made up of judges, lawyers, and law
teachers constitute the best working teams yet devised for fashioning
measures for law improvement. The noteworthy achievements of the American

Law Institute, the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform
State Laws, and the American Judicature Society stem from that dis
covery. The draft Uniform Commercial Code is a product of that sort
of teamwork. Parenthetically, I express the hope, if you are not al
ready familiar with that Code, that you get acquainted with it. It
is nearing its final stage and is one of the most congprehensive and
thorough pieces of legislation ever undertaken. A law center, as
we conceive it, is a place where lawyers and particularly the commit
tees and sections of the organized bar can come to secure the benefit
of discussion and research assistance on their programs.
Fourth, it is a Center from which information about the law should
issue. I have spoken about what should be at the center, and what
activities might be drawn to it. What I have described is its
centripetal character. It should also have centrifugal qualities;
it should radiate informative ideas about the law. Here I must
ejqpress myself clearly lest I be misunderstood. The offices per
formed by the center must be thoroughly objective. They must be
severely impartial, and the character of the center as an impartial
and objective agency must be above suspicion. With this understanding
of its role, it is of the essence that the results of the scholarship
and research of the center be disseminated to the profession and to
the public. This it would do through the vehicle of a magazine and
other means of communication.
...All things are relative but, viewed in that setting, what better
investment can the State make in these troubled times than in the support
it can give to a measure aimed to promote good laws and the wise ad
ministration of law? If our plans are to be realized, your goodwill
and support are of the utmost; importance.
We have made some progress towards the establishment of a law center on
the campus. The Law House has been operational for three years; the number
and diversity of institutes and conferences for lawyers has been increasing
with each of the last four years; the Montana Law Review has inaugurated a
policy of concentrating the contributions therein to the problems of the
Montana practitioner; the law faculty have been very active in research and
in organizations directed to the improvement of the law. In the Inspection
Report, Mr. Hervey commented:
There is a unique, attractive, and functional Law House located
four blocks from the campus. The unmarried male law students may
live here - meals and lodging cost $305.00 per semester. The Law
House was formerly a spacious mansion and is well adapted for use by
not more than twenty students - a dining room, a large living room,
and a large study room, equipped with the most needed library materials,
on the first floor with sleeping rooms on the upper floors. The atmos

phere of the Law House 1 b professional. It smacks of a legal center
and is very attractive and functional. The Adviser spent an evening
there with the students in the absence of the Dean. The students like
it and present plans are to add accommodations for a few additional
students. The subject school has set an example with the Law House
which might well be emulated by other schools.
A new law building has been placed on the preferred list of needed
structural additions and submitted to the State Board of Education. The
Law School will observe its fiftieth anniversary during 1961 -2 . It would
be truly
the history and the tradition of a great law
school if the new quarters were available at that time.
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Moot Court:
The finals of the Moot Court Competition were held during Homecoming
in October with the Honorable William Jameson, United States District
Judge for Montana, the Honorable Wesley Castles, Associate Justice of the
Montana Supreme Court and Kendrick Smith, President of the Montana State
Bar Association sitting as judges. A three-man team conqposed of Douglas
Beighle, George Dalthorp and Charles Willey were selected to represent M3U
in the regional finals in Seattle. Washington and Montana were declared
co-winners of the region and progressed to the national finals in New
York in December; MSU received a bye in the first round and then defeated
teams representing law schools of the Universities of Virginia, Kansas
City, and Emory to reach the final round. In the final argument they
lose to the University of Pennsylvania on a split decision. However,
Charles Willey, a junior who will be one of the finalises in the I95 S M3U
Moot. Court Competition in October, was awarded a prize for the second best
oral argument in the connpetition.
John Francis Cotter again served as Visiting Professor during the spring
of 1958 and supervised the Moot Court phase of the legal writing program. If
funds are available, he has agreed to return in the spring of 1959. Finalists
for the October argument presented a summary of the cases they had researched
and argued at the Junior Bar luncheon during the annual meeting of the Montana
Bar Association. The Regional Finals of the National Moot Court Con?>etition
will be held in Missoula the third week of November, 1958 , with teams repre
senting the law schools of the Universities of Idaho, Montana, Washington,
Willamette, and possibly Gonzaga participating. Winner of the regional
round will participate in the national finals in New York in December.

Institutes:
Three regular institutes and one short course were held during the
year. In June the Second Annual Water Resources Conference was held with
Associate Professor Stone as Director. The topic was Upstream Storage.
Sixteen speakers participated. The proceedings have been published by
the University Press as another in the series of the Studies in Law.
The next conference will be held in Missoula in August, 1958.
The Third Annual Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Institute was held in
August, 1957j with Dean Sullivan as Director. Twenty-one speakers parti
cipated. The proceedings were published as #3 in the Institute series by
Matthew Bender & Co. The bound volume also contained the paper of Gareld
Krieg, 1957 graduate who was first place in the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law
Foundation Essay Contest which is open to students of the law schools
throughout the Rocky Mountain region. Registration was 360 of whom 77
were from Montana. Other registrants came from 26 other states and Canada.
The next Institute will be held at Boulder, Colorado in August, 1958.
The Fifth Annual Tax School was held in Missoula in December with
Associate Professor Rusoff as director. Arrangements are currently being made
to publish the proceedings as another in the series of the MSU Studies in Law.
In keeping with the policy inaugurated in 195&, the agenda included matters
germane to estate planning and concluded with the solution of an actual es
tate planning problem. A feature of the conference was the consideration
of the facets of estate planning by the separate professional groups repre
sented — lawyers, accountants, life underwriters and trust officers. The
next tax school will be held in Great Falls in November, 1 9 5 8 . The financial
statement of the 1957 Tax School is as follows:
Receipts:
Registrations

$ 1,847.00

Disbursements:
Speakers
$ 424.94
Luncheons
460.00
Clerical Service
205.21
Book Store
(name holders, pens,
engraving)
6 2 .7 3
Telephone
74.46
Sundry Expenses
8 7 .3 9
Law School News
127.90
Balance

1,440.57
$
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A short course for Game Wardens and supervisory personnel was conducted
the third week of March in the Law School. Six speakers participated, inclu
ding Dean Sullivan and Professors Cromwell, Kimball and Smith of the law
faculty. The course concluded with the presentation of an actual case
from proceedings in the justice court through the appeal and decision by
the Supreme Court. Purpose of the conference was to give the law enforce
ment personnel concerned better perspective in the details and extent of
their responsibilities.
Further short courses for other law enforcement groups are under con
sideration. An invitation to locate a state law enforcement academy on the
campus has been extended to groups interested in inaugurating such a
service. Although it would be a university-vide project, the Law School
would participate in some of the lectures and in the formulation of the
program.
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Law Alumni Association;
At the meeting of the Montana State Bar Association in June, 1957,
directors for the Law Alumni Association were selected thus in$>limenting
the new constitution of the Association which had been approved in April.
The first meeting of the directors was held at the Law House in October.
Officers selected were as follows:
Hon. W. J. Jameson, Honorary President
Mr. W. T. Boone, President
Mr. R. P. Ryan, Vice-President
Mr. F. J. Weber, Secretary-Treasurer
Mr. G. Cromwell, Executive Secretary
During the year, the Association collected funds for the Charlotte
Ru3 sel Memorial Loan Fund (now approximately $1800)} published the first
edition of the Law Alumni Directory arranged for an alumni luncheon during
the American Bar Association convention in Los Angeles in August. Associate
Professor Cromwell, as the Executive Secretary of the Association, has devoted
considerable time to each of these projects. The directors will meet again
during Homecoming in October, 1958.

n

Miscellaneous;
There are a multitude of other matters that have not been included in
this report because to do so would make it too voluminous. However, some
tiiags must be noted although not discussed.
Curriculum changes during the year included further integration of the
Legal Writing program in all three years of instruction; the institution of
a seminar type approach to Legal Ethics which is a required course for all
seniors; the offering of the Trade Regulations course on a case-seminar
basis. Numerous guest lecturers visted the Law School during the year, the
most notable of which were Dr. Andrew Haley and the Prince of Hanover who
discussed the Law of the Age of Space in November. The Board of Visitors
continued uo be active, meeting on the campus in October to discuss with
Mr. Hervey his impressions of the Law School, and again in February. A
short meeting is scheduled during the Montana State Bar Association meeting
in Butte in June and a regular meeting during Homecoming in October. The
Law Review continues to publish twice a year. In the fall, 1957, issue,
the new Rules of Procedure for the United States District Court for the
District of Montana were published. The Board of Editors of the Review
for 1958-9 will be as follows:
Editor-in-chief
Comment editor
Recent decision editor
Business manager
Cumulative index

Charles Willey
Edward Borer
Charles Lovell
Bruce Crippen
Kenneth O'Brien,
Wayne Linnell

In 1958-9, for the first; time in almost a decade, there will be no turnover
in law faculty personnel. Continuity of program and the expansion of peri
pheral activities chat have become indigenous to the operative of outstanding
law schools throughout the nation should result.
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SCHOOL OF PHARMACY
Professor Robert L. Van Horne, Dean
STAFF
Mr. Sinery Brunett, Instructor in Pharraacy, has served a one-year appointment
vice Dr. Tracey Call, who resigned in 1957* Mr. Brunett will leave the school
at the close of the sunnier session to continue his graduate studies for the
Doctor of Philosophy degree in pharmacy at the University of Washington. Be
has given excellent service to the school and we wish him well in his advanced
studies.
Professor John F. Suchy will retire at the conclusion of the school year, having
completed his hist year as a teacher. Without question, Dr. Suchy has been most
instrumental in the fine growth of the school, and needless to say, will be sorely
missed by the rest of the staff.
Appointed to the staff as Assistant Professors effective September 1, are Frank
Pettlnato and Charles Roacee. Both will receive the Ph.D. degree In Pharmaceu
tical Chemistry at the University of Washington In the summer session. These
two young men will assume the duties of Dr. Suchy and Mr. Brunett. We look
forward with great pleasure to their beecasing members of our staff.
Dr. John L. Wailea has been promoted from Assistant Professor to Associate Pro
fessor effective July 1, 1958.

STUDENTS AND ENROLLMENT
Enrollment for the spring quarter la approximately the same as for la6t year with
92 students In attendance in the school. We shall have two graduate students
next fall. The three professional classes had an increased enrollment over last
year with 2° sophomores, 16 Juniors and 21 seniors this year.
A summer session will be held again this year with the hope that a number of
students will benefit by the opportunity to accelerate schedules or catch up
on course deficiencies.
Degrees will be awarded to 21 seniors at the Cojamenceraeut exercises on June 9 .
All have received several deployment offers.

CURRICULUM
A few minor changes in laboratory hours, credit and course arrangement, have
been made in several courses. Ho radical course alterations are to be made
this year, but considerable study will be given to the further development and
expansion of professional course offerings and of technical elective courses.
Graduate courses will be somewhat expanded to meet the needs of such students.
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