




M ontanas’ campus is rich in the traditions of an  early day. The site 
of the th riv ing  University, its  buildings grouped artistically  a t the foot 
of old Mount Sentinel, has a  history  romantic and unique among the 
annals of American colleges. Its  situation on the eastern rim  of the 
basin which the firs t w hite settlers knew as “Hell Gate Ronde,” the 
ancestral domain of Chief Victor and his Selish tribes, makes it one of 
the im portant spots in the building up of th e  state.

A t the southern post of Hell Gate Canyon lies the U niversity campus. 
The name of the famous pass, so incongruous w ith its  natural beauty, is 
traceable to  the experience of the early Selish (misnamed Flathead) 
occupants of the valley. The canyon, as well as affording an eastern 
gatew ay into Missoula valley, was the one available route to the exten­
sive plains of the Blackfoot country where large herds of buffalo ran  
in the summer and autum n m onths. Both Blackfeet and F latheads looked 
upon the skins and m eat of these animals as the natural g ifts  of the 
Great Spirit to them  alone. Each tribe was stubborn in the belief th a t 
the privilege to hun t upon these plains was the irs by ancestral right.

A lthough the F latheads were justified  in the ir belief by early prece­
dent, the Blackfeet had managed to obtain from the A stor trad ing  posts 
firearm s to which Chief Victor’s w arriors could oppose only the ir bows 
and arrows and the ir unflinching courage. The Blackfeet, ever cowardly 
and treacherous, and having the natural advantage of g reater numbers, 
were wont to am bush on the eastern slopes of Jumbo when they  knew 
th e ir enemies to be s tarting  on a hunt. Cruel conflicts which ensued 
caused Indians to name the country round about— it was near the conflu­
ence of the Rattlesnake and the Missoula rivers—“Mn-i-sul-etiku,” which 
means “a t the stream  of am bush.” This name the Hudson Bay men ap­
plied to the Canyon in the  picturesque and more vigorous French phrase 
“Porte de l’E n fe r” (Hell’s G ate). The English significance has clung to 
the pass and was, for many years, the name of the f irs t actual white settle­
m ent of Missoula Valley. The river, flowing through the canyon and the 
city, a t its mouth retain  the name “Missoula,” which F a th e r Palladino 
has traced to its Indian source— “Mn-i-sul-etiku.”

Before the days of transcontinental and electric railroads, Hell Gate 
Canyon was singularly beautiful. An early description calls it “The 
Canyon of Wild Roses,” for it was arched in places w ith sprays of the 
wild brier. The trail, itself, easily traversed save for a narrow  passage 
or two, led through a splendid forest unbroken for miles.



ADMINISTRATION OFFICERS

“ The S en tin e l” is cu r­
r e n t h is to ry  and  fu ll o f  
in fo rm ation . B u t i t  con­
ta in s  m ore in fo rm ation  
th a n  j u s t  f a c t s .  As 
h i g h e r  c r i t i c i s m  has 
g l e a n e d  m a n y  t ru th s  
from  Ind ian  legends, so 
m ay y o u r own m a tu re  
a n a l y s i s  g lean  m any 
t ru th s  ab o u t yourselves 
from  th e  p eru sa l o f th is  
book in 1946. Sounds 
like a  long tim e ahead , 
b u t 1906 does n o t seem  
so long  ago  to  me. I t  
is m y hope th a t  th is  
book m ay p reserve  fo r 
you some of th e  yo u th ­
fu l sp ir i t  o f y ou r p re s ­
en t days.

C harles H. Clapp, 
P resid en t.

In  an  an c ien t Book is 
a re p o rt  of a  co n tro v er­
sy  of the  Lord  before 
th e  M ountains. The con­
clusion of th a t  con tro ­
versy  is m y m essage to  
The 1926 S entinel.

“He h a th  shew ed thee, 
O m an, w h a t is  good; 
and  w h a t do th  th e  Lord 
req u ire  of th ee , b u t to  
do ju s tly , and  to  love 
m e r c y ,  a n d  to  w a lk  
hum bly  w ith  th y  G o d ?” 

M elvin A. B rannon, 
C hancellor.

Bndget-Policy Com m ittee 
U n d e r w o o d  D a u g h t e r s  J e

L e a p h a r t  M e r r i l l

Interscholastic Cowmitte< 
R o w e  F r e e m a n  S p a u l d i n g

E l r o d  J e s s e  M e r r i l l

C o u e ’s say ing , “ Day 
by day  in every  w ay 
I am  g e t t i n g  b e t t e r  
a n d  b e t t e r , ” c o u ld  
h a v e  b e e n  s a i d  b y  
the  S ta te  U n i v e r s i t y  
d u r i n g  the  th irty -o n e  
y e a r s  s in c e  its  doors 
opened. This, in sp ite  of 
th e  m any v ic is s i tu d e s  
th ro u g h  w hich th e  in ­
s titu tio n  h as  had  to  pass 
f r o m  t i m e  to  t i m e  — 
t r i a l s  w h ic h  lo o m e d  
la rg e  w hen th ey  arrived , 
b u t a lw ays th e  U n iv e r­
s ity  h as  become s tro n ­
g e r  and  b e tte r  by them  
— “ T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  of 
M ontana can n o t d ie .” 

F rederick  C. Scheuch, 
Vice P residen t.
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ADMINISTRATION OFFICERS

“The U n iv e r s ity , an 
inspiration, an opportu­
n ity” is one of the old 
slogans handed down to

The in s p ir a tio n  de­
pends upon the student; 
but even the rules and 
“red tape” of the of­
fices are  intended to 
make the opportunity 
knock a little  louder.

J . B. Speer, 
Business M anager. 
R egistrar.

The contacts which I 
have formed w ith young 
men and women from 
all over the s ta te  ’of 
M ontana during my five 
yea rs’ e x p e r ie n c e  as 
D ean o f W om en have 
convinced me th a t  the 
m ost prom ising invest­
m ent of the people of 
th is state  is its  G reater 
University.

H arrie t R. Sedman, 
Dean of Women.

The S tate U niversity  
belongs to  all M ontan­
ans, p resent and fu ­
ture. I t  is intrusted to 
us for a  few years and 
we pass i t  on—a better 
or a  poorer place. Its  
benefits, not only to us 
but to  those who come 
afte r, are dependent on 
the exercise of our loy­
alty , intelligence and 
industry here and now.

Richard H. Jesse,
Dean of Men.

Curriculum  Com mittee 
P r e s i d e n t  C .  H .  C l a p p ,  t h e  D e a n s  o p  S c h o o l s , R e g i s t r a r , 

C h a i r m e n  o f  M a j o r  D e p a r t m e n t s

Campus Developm ent Com mittee 
H y m a n  E l r o d  K i r k w o o d

S p a u l d i n g  S w e a r i n g e n

A th le tics  Com m ittee  
S c h r e i b e r  B a x t e r  S p a u l d i n g

R o w e  S t e w a r t  J e s s e



PUBLIC SERVICE DIVISION

UBLIC service work a t th e  S tate  U niversity  is car­
ried on in g rea te r proportions in recent years. The 
S ta te  U niversity  is actuated  by th e  idea th a t, so far 
as its  resources perm it, it  should perform  any public 
service fo r which it  is more naturally  adapted than  

o ther ex isting  agencies. F or th is  reason, i t  undertakes various extension 
activities, such as correspondence study, extension lecturing, and th e  like.

Courses offered in correspondence study recently  a re  included in cur- 
riculums of biology, botany, business adm inistration, economics and soci­
ology, education, English, geology, h istory  and political science, home 
economics, Latin, m athem atics, modern languages, music, pharm acy and 
psychology.

A bureau of public inform ation was established in October, 1913, for 
th e  purpose of fu rn ish ing  free  inform ation to citizens of M ontana on 
various subjects. I t  is believed th a t  th is  e ffo rt on th e  p a rt of th e  S tate 
University  to assis t th e  public has proved its  value, and every person 
seeking inform ation of any character is urged to take  advantage of th is  
offer of help.


