Countering the climate crisis &
building a sustainable, just economy
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Takeaways from Rob Davies’ talk

Bend the emissions curve now-- we need to stop the increase in global
emissions and then work towards managed degrowth

This is the critical decade

Focus on what’s necessary & that focus will change what’s viable

“If a problem is too big to be solved, make it bigger.” ~Eisenhower

o Our economic paradigm will change because it will be forced to. We cannot innovate out of
this (even though it buys us a little time) without stopping growth. This is the main issue,
because it's causing us to overconsume our resource base.

o The climate crisis is a symptom of this issue. The problem is our economic system.

What's at stake: catastrophic impacts become global (and increasing
Inequality)
Hope comes from action. There’s a lot that can be saved.



ECO NOMY (HOME" + “MANAGEMENT?) ot {}

Economy means management of home. QJ W
How we organize our relationships in a place, ideally,

to take care of the place and each other.

But “management of home" can be good or bad, @ x
depending on how you do it and to what ends. L
The purpose of our economy could be furning land, life

and labor into property for a few, or returning land, life and labor
into a balanced web of stable relationships.

Economy does not mean money, or exchange or financial
markets, or trading or Gross Domestic Product. These are
simply elements or tools of specific economies. Economies
(“how we manage our home”) can be measured in many ways:
How healthy are the soil, people, water, animals? How much wealih is generated?

Who owns the wealth? What even constitutes wealth? Is it money? Well-being? Happiness?

All economic activity has ecological consequences. That doesn’t mean that those consequences are
always bad. The economic activity of peoples who have developed long relationships with the ecosystems
they are a part of have tended towards balance. This traditional evolved knowledge of place is held in
language, food, culture and story.

https://movementgeneration.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/EcoMeansHome2013.pdf



https://movementgeneration.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/EcoMeansHome2013.pdf

Economy: care and management of home

e What are the values our economy is
organized around?

e \What are some forces that prop up these
values and make them feel inevitable?

e What are some values you want to see our
economy organized around?

e \What kind of movements and campaigns
help shift the balance of power and

implement those values? Our current economic system and
' culture values profit and growth

over life and the health of our
ecosystems. We cannot sustain
endless growth on a finite planet.
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We need multiple strategies to
get there: A STRATEGY FRAMEWORK FOR JUST TRANSITION
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Stop the bad: keep it in the
ground, counter economic
inequality and white supremacy

Build the new: vibrant,
community solutions, uplift and
empower, improve people’s lives
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Change the rules: why are
corporations allowed to pursue
growth at all cost

Enclosure of
Wealth & Power

Change the story: focus on
what’s necessary, shift the

Overton window, support

visionary movements

Developed by Movement Generation
AT withOUR POWER CAMPRIGN

Change the values: people & I

ecosystems over profit 0 ®



Solutions

Start by asking what we need and truly want the world to be like, and form a strategy towards
making that goal possible
We have to shift the Overton window on climate. There’s no way we can pass the kind of
solutions we need without changing the political “common sense” or political leadership currently in
office. This happens through both electoral work and social movements.
The most visionary solutions are being driven/ created by the people most intimately familiar with
and impacted by the failings of our current economic system.

o Indigenous leadership: upholding tribal sovereignty, keep it in the ground movement, rights of

nature, food sovereignty

o Black Lives Matter platform
We need to stop new fossil fuel infrastructure, while building local power & advocating for a
just transition.
We need to transform our energy system, along with the economic and social structures that uphold
it. We can make a more just energy system in the process of transition.



Change the story
(& remember history)

“The great force of history comes
from the fact that we carry it within
us, are unconsciously controlled by
it in many ways, and history is
literally present in all that we do... It
IS to history that we owe our frames
of reference, our identities, and our f
aspirations.” “Missoula County is Indian Country”

~James Baldwin

The Veterans Warrior Soclety Introduces the colors at the Missoula County Commission Sophie Molese Room n the Missoula County Courthouse

Bernie Azure Feb 26,2020 M0



University of Montana’s Environmental Studies creates
first of its kind certificate in “Indigenous Knowledge
and Environmental Sustainability”

From University of Montana Feb 26, 2020 %0
Most Popular
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= University of Meontana's Environmental Studi
creates first of its kind certificate in “indigen:
Knowledge and Environmental Sustainability

* Drug investigation search warrants yield arra

* Richwine's Burgerville documentary to show
March 6-12

* “Missoula County is Indian Country”

= KCC Elders Council hears about the Perma
Curves project

= Flathead Lake Biological Station: The Sentin
Flathead Lake Part 1

Native Plant Stewardship instructor Mariyn Marier 'in the UM Ethnobotany Garden at the Payne Fam 'y Native American
Center.
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approaches
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Order of events:

-- where we're at

--the vision

-- theory of change: Sierra Club

-- some campaigns we’re working on, some other directions (Sunrise, divestment, work that improves
people’s lives -- like air filter program)

-- beyond coal
-- rf100

--kx|

--EJ/ equity



e Stop therushto gas
e Shut down Colstrip
e Support ajust transition




We need to retire
Colstrip in order to
get more
renewable energy
onto the grid

NorthWestern Energy is the only utility

In the country trying to add more coal to
Its energy portfolio
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BREAKING TOPICAL FEATURED

NorthWestern Energy to increase its
stake in Colstrip power plant

By TOM LUTEY tlutey@billingsgazette.com 2 hrs ago

In this file photo from January, the Colstrip power plant stands over the town of Colstrip. Colstrip's four utility owners from the RECOMMENL
Pacific Northwest face deadlines to stop delivering coal-fired power to their 3 million customers within the next decade

NorthWestern Energy plans to increase its share in Colstrip Unit 4, by buying out
another power plant owner who recently revealed the coal-fired unit needs $20 million

f in repairs.

2019

Electricity Supply
Resource
Procurement
Plan

Docket No. N2018.11.78

August 2019

Nortl I\V‘Tl(‘rn
nergy

Delivering a Bright Future

Only new gas plants
No new renewable energy
Colstrip running 20+ years



The Public Service Commission is not accounting for
the true cost of coal

We need to challenge what’s considered normal & change the rules:
NorthWestern Energy is headed in the wrong direction and is not paying
its fair share



Ready for 100 Campaign e Building community power for

climate solutions

e Changing the story: pushing for
what we need

e Orient towards a just energy
transition
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Powered by 100% Renewable Energy: These communities have fully transitioned to 100% clean, renewable
energy sources to power the community’s electricity needs
Committed to 100% Renewable Energy: These communities have made community-wide commitments to
transition to 100% clean, renewable energy no later than 2050
rking towards 100% Renewable Energy: In these communities, Sierra Club and our allies are working to
nu;)uc city leadership to take ambitious steps forward by both committing their communities to 1 % clean,
renewable energy and pursuing near term steps to implement this vision.




Missoula: committed to 100% clean electricity by
2030 last April

= — |
Kick the coal: Missoula city, county unite to pass
100 percent clean electricity resolution

BY MARTIN KIDSTON DRIL-4-2010
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City Council plans to transition to clean electricity by

Missoula leaders brace for better 2030, students voice support
fi r e, p OW e r futur e s Syney Abridge / Montane Keimin Apr 10,201
ROB CHANEY rchaney@missoulian.com  Apr 3,2019 * B M | S SO U LA E N E RGY
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News briefs Nov. 1

" . Nov 18, 2018
Sowrce Misseula100% Clean Ophﬁm repart il

Cassidy Alexander | Montana Kaimin

“This is a bold and an ambitious enterprise we’re embarking on,” said Missoula County Commissioner
Dave Strohmaier. “The year 2030 is not that far off. But we clearly face a clear and imminent danger to

the atmosphere of this planet. If ever there was an emergency before us, this is it.”



Missoula County urges NorthWestern to embrace renewables

Guest column

Missoula to Public Service Commission:
Protect rooftop solar

Missoula County, city urge Montana PSC to lead transition
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Missoula’s 100% Clean Electricity Options Report, v2

Updated February 13, 2019, with minor edits March &, 2015
Original report date (v1] October 20, 2018

The following report is Missoula's first-ever “options report” on why and how Missoula can
“j"”‘ mf b transition to 100% dean electricity. Here we include:
a goa

oula urban

= Dur Target — a transition to 100% clean electricity community-wide by 2035 or sooner
* |nformation about our collective electricity use, jurisdiction and boundary

» Recommendations and a menu of eight possible options to move us forward

*  Nextsteps

» List of Appendices and Resources that accompany this report.

This report, accompanying Appendices, and an online comment form to assist in updating this
draft will be linked at missoulaclimate.org. Each update to this report will hawve a date stamp.

topics of general interas
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"This is what's possible when communities come
together." ~ Commissioner Emily Dean

Helena just
became the
second city In
Montana to
commit to 100%
clean electricity by
2030
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Helena Commlts to clean energy

Helena Susta

Officials vote to fully
source power from
renewables by 2030
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ignored cheap options

TOM LuTEY
Uutey@billingsgazette.com
BILLINGS — Thelegitimacy of
NorthWestern Energy's 20-year
energy plan, heavy on gas-fired

"This is only the beginning"

Mayor Wilmot Collins



Keep it In the ground
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Stop the Missing and Murdered
Indigenous People’s Crisis




Support KXL resistance

e Lawsuit: challenging the Army
Corps of Engineers’ review process

e Construction is slated to begin in
the next month

e Boost the story: this threatens
water, communities, tribal
sovereignty, and is expected to
contribute to MMIP crisis
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Share of Net Personal Wealth
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B Bottom 50% = Middle 40% ™ Top 10%

Source: World Wealth & Income Database (http://wid.world/country/usa/)




“If we protect communities on the
frontlines of pollution, then polluters will
have no place to dump their waste.”

~Van Jones, founder of Green For All



