
Countering the climate crisis & 

building a sustainable, just economy



Takeaways from Rob Davies’ talk

● Bend the emissions curve now-- we need to stop the increase in global 

emissions and then work towards managed degrowth

● This is the critical decade

● Focus on what’s necessary & that focus will change what’s viable 

● “If a problem is too big to be solved, make it bigger.” ~Eisenhower
○ Our economic paradigm will change because it will be forced to. We cannot innovate out of 

this (even though it buys us a little time) without stopping growth. This is the main issue, 

because it’s causing us to overconsume our resource base.

○ The climate crisis is a symptom of this issue. The problem is our economic system.

● What’s at stake: catastrophic impacts become global (and increasing 

inequality)

● Hope comes from action. There’s a lot that can be saved. 



https://movementgeneration.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/EcoMeansHome2013.pdf

https://movementgeneration.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/EcoMeansHome2013.pdf


Economy: care and management of home 

● What are the values our economy is 

organized around?

● What are some forces that prop up these 

values and make them feel inevitable?

● What are some values you want to see our 

economy organized around?

● What kind of movements and campaigns 

help shift the balance of power and 

implement those values? Our current economic system and 

culture values profit and growth 

over life and the health of our 

ecosystems. We cannot sustain 

endless growth on a finite planet.



Our Vision



We need multiple strategies to 

get there: 

● Stop the bad: keep it in the 

ground, counter economic 

inequality and white supremacy

● Build the new: vibrant, 

community solutions, uplift and 

empower, improve people’s lives

● Change the rules: why are 

corporations allowed to pursue 

growth at all cost

● Change the story: focus on 

what’s necessary, shift the 

Overton window, support 

visionary movements

● Change the values: people & 

ecosystems over profit



Solutions
● Start by asking what we need and truly want the world to be like, and form a strategy towards 

making that goal possible

● We have to shift the Overton window on climate. There’s no way we can pass the kind of 

solutions we need without changing the political “common sense” or political leadership currently in 

office. This happens through both electoral work and social movements.

● The most visionary solutions are being driven/ created by the people most intimately familiar with 

and impacted by the failings of our current economic system.

○ Indigenous leadership: upholding tribal sovereignty, keep it in the ground movement, rights of 

nature, food sovereignty

○ Black Lives Matter platform

● We need to stop new fossil fuel infrastructure, while building local power & advocating for a 

just transition.

● We need to transform our energy system, along with the economic and social structures that uphold 

it. We can make a more just energy system in the process of transition.



“The great force of history comes 

from the fact that we carry it within 

us, are unconsciously controlled by 

it in many ways, and history is 

literally present in all that we do… It 

is to history that we owe our frames 

of reference, our identities, and our 

aspirations.”

~James Baldwin

Change the story                

(& remember history)



● Only new gas plants
● No new renewable energy
● Colstrip running 20+ years



Order of events:

-- where we’re at

--the vision

-- theory of change: Sierra Club

-- some campaigns we’re working on, some other directions (Sunrise, divestment, work that improves 

people’s lives -- like air filter program)

-- beyond coal

-- rf100

--kxl

--EJ/ equity



● Stop the rush to gas

● Shut down Colstrip 

● Support a just transition



We need to retire 

Colstrip in order to 

get more 

renewable energy 

onto the grid

NorthWestern Energy is the only utility 

in the country trying to add more coal to 

its energy portfolio



● Only new gas plants
● No new renewable energy
● Colstrip running 20+ years



The Public Service Commission is not accounting for 

the true cost of coal

We need to challenge what’s considered normal & change the rules: 

NorthWestern Energy is headed in the wrong direction and is not paying 

its fair share 



Ready for 100 Campaign ● Building community power for 

climate solutions

● Changing the story: pushing for 

what we need

● Orient towards a just energy 

transition



Missoula: committed to 100% clean electricity by 
2030 last April







Helena just 

became the 

second city in 

Montana to 

commit to 100% 

clean electricity by 

2030





Keep it in the ground

Stop the Missing and Murdered 

Indigenous People’s Crisis



Support KXL resistance

● Lawsuit: challenging the Army 

Corps of Engineers’ review process

● Construction is slated to begin in 

the next month

● Boost the story: this threatens 

water, communities, tribal 

sovereignty, and is expected to 

contribute to MMIP crisis









“If we protect communities on the 

frontlines of pollution, then polluters will 

have no place to dump their waste.” 

~Van Jones, founder of Green For All


