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What began six months ago as an idea for a small, student-run 
publication has snowballed into a literary magazine with 16 staff 
members and an inaugural issue containing 20 pieces of work. For all 
of us who produced this magazine it’s been an honor to receive, read, 
and publish work from the best writers this university has to offer. I 
sincerely believe this magazine won’t let its readers down for a single 
page. From cover to cover you’ll find inspiring short stories, poems, 
photography, and visual art.

The name “The Oval” is taken from the grassy, oval-shaped field 
that is the social hub and community centerpiece for The University 
of Montana. The Oval is a place that connects students to every corner 
of campus. This magazine adopts the name and spirit of The Oval. It 
shares the work of talented artists and creates a common experience 
between its readers, extending and strengthening the campus network.

I’d like to thank the internationally-acclaimed poet and literary 
critic Eduardo Chirinos for sharing two new translations of his work. 
In 2001, Chirinos was awarded the first Posia Americana Innovadora 
prize from the Casa de America in Madrid for his innovations in 
Latin America poetry. On pages 32 and 34 you’ll find two poems 
accompanied by English translations by G.J. Racz (Associate Professor 
of Foreign Languages. & Literature, Long Island University, Brooklyn). 
Chirinos is the author of 12 books of poetry and is currently associate 
professor in the Department of Modern and Classical Languages and 
Literature here at The University of Montana. In the future we’d like 
to publish more bilingual work as well as interviews and contributions 
from local, professional writers.

Finally, I’d like to thank those who made this inaugural issue a 
reality. The contribution of my four fellow editors was tremendous. I’m 
indebted to Andy who worked tirelessly to process every submission 
and to Louise who designed and compiled the final manuscript. My 
gratitude also goes to Tyler and Sam who organized their genre boards 
and gave a fair reading to every author’s work. They stunned me 
with inexhaustible energy despite being subjected to my Friday night 
meetings and last minute requests. I’d also like to thank our supporters 
in the English department. Before this magazine had a name it had the 

Dear reader,



Cheers,

Ryan Fish
General Editor

unwavering support from the Chair of the English Department Casey 
Charles, the Director of Creative Writing Prageeta Sharma, and our 
Faculty Adviser Robbert Stubblefield. A big thanks is extended to Sue 
Samson and Dean Bonnie Allen at the Mansfield Library for ensuring 
The Oval’s present and future success. Finally, I’d like to thank every 
reader whose curiosity has led them to this magazine: Every word you 
read strengthens our creative community.
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