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The tourism industry should be market driven and not a function of government
eureka is a very friendly town, just like all of Montana, we enjoy people visiting our state..

This survey is yet another example of surveying to reach a previously determined answer. Many of the
questions address issues that have little to do with the tourism industry, rather, use it as a vehicle to
promote the same old restrictions and heavy handed regulations against the development community.
A few ask whether or not tourism should be concerned about issues over which they have no input
whatsoever. Please attempt, in the future, to ask questions to gather data rather than gathering the
information you need to support a particular point of view. Lastly, in the future | will be very suspect of
any data or conclusions disseminated by this organization. | would think that credibility is a valuable
asset for a group like yours.

All we have in the County is our resources, we need to change the ESA and get back to what we

| have owned a tourist related business since 1992. They love Montana! | saw visitors from all over the
United States and many European countries after the movie "A river runs through it" was shown at
theatres. The tourists all said the same thing: we came to see if it was really that beautiful. Some of the
visitors continue to visit Montana, some bought property for retirement and some quit their jobs and
moved to Montana. Let's make some more movies that highlight our beautiful State. One thing that is
sadly lacking in small communities is some type of entertainment in the evening. They want to have
something they can enjoy. | appreciate Montana's outdoor recreation, however, not everyone wants to
recreate. We need more focus on Heritage Tourism and live theatre.

You speak of the "character of Montana”, but | wonder who defines that value.

Montana's tourism industry is huge and one of the few things we have to promote in our region. | hope
everyone will take it seriously and do their part, and | Thank You for your efforts to help us. | am also
glad that someone has asked local official and resident, rather than just doing the study with the
knowledge they have. It means something to me in Yellowstone County.

Frankly, this survey leaves me with feeling- a negative feeling. Without further ponderance, and | am
not going to take any more time, my intuition tells me that this is rigged and the questions are going to
come up with the answers that you want, and knew, before this was presented. With that in mind |
found myself not really caring what | answered. And | wonder who is presenting this survey and where
it will be used- seems kind of official but | now wonder. If you are legit, my guess is that this will be used
to validate your existence and get further money for studies. And that being said, | know that tourism is
big, and valid, important to our state, and | support wherever | can- it is this survey which seems hokey.

Be certain our MTDOT provides the much need repairs for our highways. Friendly Port of Entry
employees at our Border Stations. Funding is available to work with our local Economic Development
individuals and not try to regionalize them.
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Tourism is a poor way to develop an economy. Low paying jobs and seasonal. very little effort should

be put into tourism

Infrastructure like motels and recreational facilities must be invested in and built before we'll ever see
any tourism through our area.

Montana needs a sales tax, tourism in a lot of cases use all our services and pay little for it.

| want to encourage the National Park Service to relocate their visitor Center and Museum at the Little
Bighorn Battlefield so that they can accommodate their collection and enlarge their parking lot. The
best possible site would be at the Reno Battlefield which is where the battle began. It is also probably
the site of the most nearly famous and most neglected battlefield in the United States. In the
meantime, | think that the collection should be stored at the Big horn County Historical Museum in
Hardin. People come to Montana to see three things...the Battlefield, Yellowstone and Glacier Parks.

We need to focus.

Montana is a very unique state with very unique area's throughout the state. | believe each Travel
Region should allow area's within their Travel Region to promote themselves and not just the Regional
approach. (For example everyone that visits The Glacier Region; is coming to Montana to see Glacier
Park.) People visit Montana for local events as well as Regional attractions. Allow County’s and or City's
a little larger piece of the Tourist dollar to promote local events. People staying in the local motels and

hotels are not just traveling to the Regional attraction.

Tourism should be contributing as much or more to the economy of Montana, through taxes or existing
revenue, to the same extent as this "legislature” is forcing the energy producing Counties to contribute.
Most of the tourism revenue comes from the western part of Montana and it is about time they shared
some of their wealth with the Eastern part of this state. This sharing of revenue will greatly enhance the
State of Montana and would lessen the pain being inflicted on Eastern Montana.

Tourism is vital to Missoula and the state of Montana if we are to truly be the Treasure State of the 21st
century.

We have a great group based in Darby Montana called Bitterroot Valley Business Group - they take in
the area from Lost Trail to Lost Horse and Wisdom participates. | think where you folks should be
looking is to these folks who have businesses and are working to help keep each other in business -
mainly through tourism. | am going to give you the e-mail to the people who head up this BVBG and
would hope that you would get a hold of them to get their ideas on what they need!! The ladies name is

Adele and the e-mail is mountainspiritinn@hughes.net Might help so efforts are not duplicated!

Because my community is east of Billings, | find that more often than not, we are neglected when it
comes to tourism promotion. Contrary to popular belief, there is life in Eastern Montana and Billings is

not the only answer.
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| think making our cities more safe, convenient, and pleasing for pedestrians will help attract and retain
tourists. Preserving historic and scenic assets, public art, small retail business districts, locally-owned
restaurants, and more attractive entryway corridors are all important in attracting tourists to our cities.
Making our entryway corridors more attractive will take a long time. We need to gradually move to
smaller signs, and enforce existing local ordinances by granting variances only where a clear hardship
exists for the business. Entry ways are generally commercial strips that are very automobile oriented
and need better sidewalks, pedestrian connectivity, and shared parking. Routes to downtowns, historic
districts, museums, and other local attractions need to be clearly marked in entryway corridors.

This State has SO MUCH to offer visitors. We all have a responsibility to preserve and promote all our
natural and historic treasures, as well as protecting the environment that makes Montana such a special
place.

| believe that one of the most critical affects of quality of life and environment is preservation of
personal liberty and private property rights. Far too much emphasis is being placed on removing humans
from large swaths of the natural environment when it is perceived that property rights run contrary to
good stewardship. | think we need less wilderness and public lands mismanagement and more private
stewardship.

We are against the federal government land grabs and are for more Natural Resource Development.

Downtown development is a appropriate. Anyone can have a box store. What draws tourists is local
color, architecture, and history. Clean invisible industry with good wages and lots of jobs is important
too!

Limit development by small rural state parks i.e. Medicine Rocks, Issac Homestead, Pirogue Island

Montana is a very large, very beautiful state. Whatever we need to do to keep it that way should be a
no-brainer. Our legislators need to work a little harder to make it easier for new business and industry of
any kind to come to Montana and make it work.

Red Lodge has never been promoted as a destination for visitors. We are at the foot of the Beartooth
Highway one of the most beautiful drives in the country. | would like to see Red Lodge considered when
promoting tourism in Montana.

Really promote the early settlement and mining history of communities within the Gold West Country.
Promote the early day of Grant Kohrs Ranch, the old Territorial Prison, the findings of gold an the
lawlessness that followed and the rise of Butte and Anaconda as coffee producers. Let the world know
that if they want the human development of social and industrial development, Montana is the place to
visit.

None at this time
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We compete in the World market place with limited dollars without further cuts.

Keep historical buildings available to tour not tear down if at all possible-keep historic grants available to
cities/towns/counties. The EDA is coming out with a lot of outreach lately, especially here in Gallatin
County, that | believe would really benefit the small municipalities of this very tourism-driven/based

area.

Some of your questions are vague--not sure what you are asking. Tourism does not provide the best
possible job base for the economy.

The common enemy of humanity is man. In searching for a new enemy to unite us, we came up with the
idea that pollution, the threat of global warming, water shortages, famine and the like would fit the bill.
The real enemy then is humanity itself. From the Club of Rome's "The First Global Revolutions” p. 71,75
1993. Be careful what you're doing and who you are associating with. This green socialist agenda is not
sustainable and not good for America or Montana.

Communicate with communities as what they need/want. Provide accurate information and all inquires.
Focus on uniqueness of each area, don't lump us altogether

We need to push for smart code to make our communities self sustainable.
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