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GEOGRAPHICAL RESEARCH
(GPHY 504)

- Fall 2 0 1 4  -
C lass Meets: M 3:10 -  4 pm; Stone Hall 217

P rofessor U lrich  K am p, Ph.D .
D epartm ent of Geography 

Stone Hall, Room 205 
Tel.: 243-6469, Fax: 243-4840 

ulrich . kam p@ um ontana. edu 
h ttp : / / w w w .cas.um t.edu /geography/peop le/facu ltydetails .cfm ?id= 609 

Office Hours: W 2 -  3 pm  an d  F 11 am  -  12 pm; a n d  by appo in tm ent

C ourse O verview

Course D escription
Geographical Research  is  a  one-credit course  th a t  is p a rt  of a  requ ired  tw o-course sequence. The 

spring  tw o-credit course  is R esearch Design  (GPHY 505). The overall aim  of th is  tw o-course sequence is to 
help  s tu d e n ts  b roaden  th e ir u n d ers tan d in g  of the  diversity of em pirical, theoretical, a n d  m ethodological 
approaches w ith in  th e  discipline of Geography. Further, the  in ten tion  is to provide a  launch ing  poin t for 
gaining th e  necessary  background  an d  skills in  geographic inquiry  a n d  for producing  m eaningful, 
significant, an d  rigorous resea rch  th a t  is  w orthy of a  g radua te  degree.

O bjectives
GPHY 504 h a s  the  explicit objective of assisting  g raduate  s tu d en ts  in  developing a  strategy for 

undertak ing  a  significant research  project. This sem ester you will be expected to s itua te  yourself w ithin the  
discipline of Geography and  to complete the  course w ith a  research  topic in  hand. In Research Design (GPHY 
505) during the  spring sem ester, you will develop your own research  proposal for a  thesis, professional paper, 
or other m ajor research  project. By the  end of the  academ ic year, s tu d en ts  will be expected to formally 
p resen t their proposals to their colleagues in  class and  to m em bers of their g raduate  committees.

In order to succeed in  developing a  viable research  topic and  preparing a  sound  proposal supported  by 
the  com m ittee chair, s tu d en ts  m u st com m unicate w ith their adv isor/chair of their comm ittee from the  very 
beginning and  a t critical stages of the  research  p lanning process. If you do n o t yet have a  resea rch  advisor, 
you  m u s t find one by th e  th ird  week of class, a s  h is /h e r  in p u t will be a  very im portan t p a rt  of the  work 
you  do for th is  course.

T opics and Structure
We will first look a t th e  role th a t  re sea rch  plays in  a  g rad u a te  degree, a n d  how  to craft a  viable 

resea rch  agenda  in  a  very general sense. We will d iscu ss  G eography a s  a  highly diverse discipline an d  
identify th e  different tra jec to ries of resea rch  w ith in  th is  dynam ic a n d  syn thetic  field of study. This 
background  is  in tended  to help  s tu d e n ts  find ‘th e ir p lace’ in  G eography a n d  to identify a reas  of 
substan tive  in te res t a n d  concern. The su ccess  of th is  course depends on each  s tu d e n t’s  identification of 
a n  a re a  of resea rch  or professional focus.

We will have sess ions on identifying a  topic a n d  a  resea rch  problem , a rticu la ting  a  resea rch  question, 
bibliographic resources, funding your th es is  research , an d  w riting an d  scholarsh ip . By November, you 
shou ld  be in  a  position  to craft a  project p ro sp ec tu s  or sm all g ran t proposal a n d  to develop th e  s tru c tu re  
of your resea rch  plan . The project p ro sp ec tu s  will outline your resea rch  topic a n d  its  significance, an d  you 
will also be expected to give a  p resen ta tio n  on your proposed  project to th e  o ther s tu d en ts .
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Learning O utcom es
By th e  end  of th e  course  you  will have the  following capabilities:

1. Build th e  foundation  for p reparing  a  solid resea rch  prospective.
2. U nderstand  th e  general tra jec to ries of resea rch  in  contem porary  geography, including the  ability to 

fram e geographic investigations in  rela tion  to th e  system atic b ran c h e s  of th e  discipline.

3. D em onstrate skills in  academ ic writing, research , geo-m ethodologies, g ran tsm ansh ip , a n d  oral 
com m unication.

4. Engage w ith  a  learn ing  com m unity  of g rad u a te  s tu d e n ts  an d  faculty  by sharing  ideas, exchanging 
theoretical a n d  m ethodological in sigh ts  w ith  each  other, an d  supporting  th e  resea rch  enterprise.

C ourse P o lic ie s

Class A ttendance and O n-tim e Appearance
A ttendance is  recorded. C lass a tten d an ce  is  essen tia l to your su ccess  in  class. Excessive la ten ess  

d is tu rb s  everyone else -  p lease appear on time.

Open Door & O ne-on-one D iscu ssion s
Please feel free to stop  by during  office h o u rs  or w hen m y door is open to a sk  any  questions you  m ay 

have regard ing  the  class. Please u se  th is  opportun ity  WHEN NEEDED.

A ccom m odations
The U niversity of M ontana a ssu re s  equal access to in stru c tio n  th ro u g h  collaboration betw een s tu d e n ts  

w ith  disabilities, in s tru c to rs , an d  D isability Services for S tu d e n ts . If you  th in k  you m ay have a  disability 
adversely affecting your academ ic perform ance, a n d  you  have no t already reg istered  w ith  Disability 
Services, p lease con tac t D isability Services in  Lom m asson C enter 154 or call 406 .243 .2243. I will work 
w ith  you  an d  Disability Services to provide a n  appropria te  modification.

A cadem ic Integrity
“All s tu d e n ts  m u s t practice  academ ic honesty . Academic m isconduct is sub jec t to a n  academ ic penalty  

by the  course  in stru c to r a n d /o r  a  d isciplinary sanction  by the  University. All s tu d e n ts  need  to be fam iliar 
w ith  th e  S tuden t C onduct Code. The Code is  available for review online at: 
h ttp : / /life .u m t.e d u /v p sa /s tu d e n t_ c o n d u c t.p h p .”

R ead in gs

R eadings
All read ings will be available for dow nload on Moodle. We will d iscu ss  th ese  read ings in  class, so m ake 

su re  to read  the  assigned  tex t before class. T his will a id  in  u n d ers tan d in g  the  m ateria l th a t  will be 
p resen ted  du ring  th e  c lass  period an d  for th e  developm ent of any questions ab o u t the  m ateria l you m ay 
have.

Required  text:

Turabian, K.L. 2007. A Manual fo r  Writers o f Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th Edition. Chicago: The 
University of Chicago Press.

P arts  of the  following tex ts  will be d istrib u ted  in  class. However, th e  en tire  tex ts  are recom m ended  a s  
additional read ings for th is  course.

Gaile, G.L., W illmott, C .J. (eds). 2005. Geography in  America at the  D aw n o f the 21st Century. Oxford: 
Oxford U niversity Press.

Solem, M.N., Foote, K.E., Monk, J .J .  2009. Aspiring Academics: A Resource Book fo r  Graduate S tuden ts  
and Early Career Faculty. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall.
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A c tiv it ie s

Class D iscu ssion  and P articipation
You are  expected to a tte n d  c lass  an d  to partic ipa te  in  c lass  d iscussions. Some w eeks will involve 

extensive c lass  d iscussion  while o thers  will not; nevertheless, you are expected to do th e  assignm en ts  an d  
reading  a n d  to be p repared  to engage in  a  d iscussion  every week. You shou ld  also be p repared  to ta lk  
abou t th e  s ta tu s  of your progress, a s  we will u se  any additional tim e a t th e  end  of c lass  for s tu d e n ts  to get 
feedback from  each  other. In addition, you  are expected to give feedback to o ther s tu d e n ts  on som e of the  
w ritten  assignm en ts  an d  on th e  proposed resea rch  projects.

Colloquium  A tten dance and D iscu ssion
A ttendance a t th e  d ep a rtm en t’s  weekly colloquium  (GPHY 500) is m andatory . You will lead  one 

d iscussion  of a  colloquium  p resen ta tio n  of your choice. You are  free to take  any  app roach  to the  
organization of your d iscussion; however, som e em phasis  m u s t be p laced on the  overall research approach  
and  methodology p resented .

D iscu ssion  o f  th e  R eadings
You will lead  one of our weekly d iscussions of the  assigned  reading. To com plem ent an d  u p d a te  th e  set 

of c h ap te rs  for w hich you  are  responsible, you  will also be assigning  to th e  re s t of the  c lass a n  appropriate  
“Presidential A ddress” or rev iew /progress article from  the  Annals o f  the Association o f  American  
Geographers th a t  sum m arizes th e  s ta te  of resea rch  in  th e  relevant sub-field  in  Geography.

Project Prospectus/ Grant Proposal and Presentation
The prim ary  w ritten  p roduct of th is  sem ester will be a  resea rch  proposal p ro sp ec tu s  or g ran t proposal 

following th e  form at th a t  we will be d iscussing  in  class. T his assignm en t also includes a  read ing  list 
draw ing together relevant w orks by geographers. Early in  th e  sem ester you  need  to agree on a  resea rch  
topic w ith  your advisor an d  begin developing a  reading  list app ropria te  for your proposal topic. There will 
be a  large range in  th e  specificity of s tu d e n ts ’ re sea rch  p lan s  a t th is  stage in  the  resea rch  process. You will 
be expected to provide a  15 m inu te  oral p resen ta tio n  of your project.

L ooking A head

• Late September: Meet w ith your advisor an d  d iscuss your research  in terests. Ask h im /h e r  how  to best 
acquire a  background in  your in tended field of study: H e/she  m ay recom m end theses or d issertations 
th a t are related to your interests. Ask abou t relevant au th o rs  in  your field of research, abou t im portan t 
professional jou rnals, and  abou t sem inal works (books, articles) th a t  you should  know  (the “M ust 
Reads”).

• Regularly (several tim es per week) develop the  hab it of reading articles from im portan t professional 
jo u rn a ls  in  the  field of Geography su ch  a s  The Professional Geographer, Annals o f the Association o f  
American Geographer, Geographical Review, Progress in H um an Geography, Progress in Physical 
Geography, Journal o f Geography, Geoforum, Economic Geography, Mountain Research and Development, 
an d  those pointed out by your advisor.

• A ttend a  thesis  defense during th is  academ ic year.

A d d ition a l In form ation

• For assistance  w ith writing, please consult the  on-line resources of the  UM W riting Center, Liberal Arts 
144 http: /  / www.um t.edu/w ritingcenter

• Please consult the  Dean of S tuden ts’ website for the  S tuden t Conduct Code 
http: /  /o rdw av.um t.edu/SA /V PSA /index .cfm /nam e/S tudentC onductC ode.

• Use the  website of the  G raduate School to thoroughly familiarize yourself w ith relevant policies and  
procedures, h ttp :/  / www.u m t.e d u /g ra d / .

• Utilize the  resources and  inform ation presented  on the  D epartm ent of Geography listserv.
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• S tu d en ts  w ith  disabilities m ay req u est reasonab le  m odifications by contacting  me. The University of 
M ontana a s su re s  equal access to in s tru c tio n  th ro u g h  collaboration betw een s tu d e n ts  w ith  disabilities, 
in stru c to rs , a n d  D isability Services for S tu d en ts  (DSS). “Reasonable” m ean s th e  U niversity perm its  no 
fundam en ta l a lte ra tions of academ ic s ta n d a rd s  or retroactive m odifications. (For o ther options see 
h ttp : / 7w w w .um t.edu /disability)

W ork E va lu ation  and F in al G rading

Your grade in  the  course will be based  on a  series of assignm ents and  activities a s  follows:

Weekly class d iscussion and  participation 10%
D iscussion of colloquium presentation 15%
D iscussion of reading 15%
W ritten project p ro sp ec tu s/g ran t proposal an d  reading list 40%
Oral presen tation  of research  p rospectus 20%

Grading Schem e

93-100 A 83-86 B+ 77-79 C+ 67-69 D+ <60 F
87-89 B 73-76 c 63-66 D

90-92 A- 80-82 B- 70-72 c - 60-62 D-

Late assignm en ts  will be penalized. An assignm en t th a t  is tu rn e d  in  one day late  will have 10% of the  
available po in ts  deducted  from  th e  score. An assignm en t th a t  is  tu rn e d  in  two days late  will have 20%  of 
the  available po in ts  deducted  from  the  score. No credit will be aw arded  for assignm en ts th a t  a re  m ore 
th a n  two days late. "Day" deno tes a  b u s in e ss  day (Monday th ro u g h  Friday) no t th e  tim e in terval betw een 
c lass m eetings. For exam ple, a n  assignm en t th a t  is  due on T hu rsday  b u t tu rn e d  in  on M onday will be 
coun ted  two days late.
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T en ta tiv e  T o p ics

August 25 The Im portance o f  R esearch and th e  Graduate R esearch E xperience

Topics:
An in troduction  to our sem ester p lan , including: (1) th e  value of m eaningful an d  rigorous 
resea rch  in  a n  advanced degree program  a n d  in  professional life; (2) the  resea rch  in te res ts  
of partic ipan ts; an d  (3) details of th e  course  organization.

Septem ber 1 Holiday: Labor Day -  No Class

Septem ber 8 Contem porary R esearch in  Geography: A Broad Overview

Topics: An in itial d iscussion  of th e  m ajor resea rch  tra jecto ries in  the  discipline, including 
a tten tio n  to th e  range of theoretical an d  m ethodological app roaches th a t  a re  employed.

Readings:

Gaile, G.L., W illmott, C .J. (eds). 2005. Geography in America at the  D aw n o f  the 21st 
Century. Oxford: Oxford U niversity Press. (Introduction).

H olt-Jensen , A. 2009. Geography. H istory and  Concepts: A S tu d en t’s  Guide, 4th Edition. Los 
Angeles: Sage. (C hapter 1).

Assignm ent:

Identify a t least th ree  m ajor a reas  th a t  ‘m ap ’ onto your in te rests , academ ic an d  
professional goals, a n d  resea rch  topic. Come to c lass  p repared  to d iscu ss  w hat types of 
resea rch  questions, approaches, m ethodologies, a n d  skills a re  being u se d  in  your s u b ­
field of in terest.

Septem ber 15 The Graduate T h esis  Project

Topics: P rospectus, Proposal, an d  Thesis. W hat is th e  difference?

Reading: Turabian, K.L. 2007. A Manual fo r  Writers o f Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th 
Edition. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. (Chapter 1).

Assignm ent: Develop a  first outline of a n  im aginary  thesis.

G uest: Dr. David Shively

Septem ber 22 R esources for G eographical R esearch  I

Topics:
R esearch tools a n d  resou rces  available th ro u g h  th e  M ansfield Library an d  effective 
bibliographic sea rch  strategies. We will be m eeting in  th e  M ansfield Library in  the  
B uckhous R oom /2nd Level. Please arrive a  few m in u tes  early if possible.

Reading: Turabian, K.L. 2007. A Manual fo r  Writers o f Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th 
Edition. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. (C hapters 9 an d  10).

Assignm ent:

Begin reviewing the  selection of th es is  resea rch  a n d  g ran t proposals in  o u t “Exem plary 
Proposals” file on Moodle. Bring a  few observations (approxim ately 3-4 observations) 
abou t their s tre n g th s  a n d  w eaknesses to sh a re  w ith  o th ers  a t th e  very beginning of our 
session.

G uest: K aren J a s k a r

Septem ber 29 R esources for G eographical R esearch  II

Topics: S ources of funding  of g rad u a te  research , p rocess of g ran t writing, an d  m ajor elem ents of 
resea rch  an d  g ran t proposals.

Readings:

Solem, M., C heung, I., Schlem per, B. 2008. Skills in  Professional Geography: An
A ssessm ent of W orkforce Needs a n d  Expectations. The Professional Geographer, 60 
(3): 356-373.

Solis, P. 2009. Preparing Com petitive R esearch G ran t Proposals. In: Solem, M.N., Foote, 
K.E., Monk, J .J .  (eds.), Aspiring Academics: A Resource Book fo r  Graduate S tuden ts  
and Early Career Faculty. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 139-166.
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Assignm ent: Begin visiting w ith  your faculty m en to rs  abou t po ten tia l sou rces of funding  for your 
resea rch  an d  also seek  exam ples of successfu l g ran t proposals.

G uest: Dr. H eather A lm quist

O ctober 6 Contem porary R esearch in  G eography I: M ountain Geography

Topics: Defining an d  refining resea rch  problem s an d  questions in  the  realm  of m o u n ta in  
geography.

Reading:

Byers, A.C., Price, L.W., Price, M.F. 2013. In troduction  to M ountains. In: Price, M.F.,
Byers, A.C., Friend, D.A., Kohler, T., Price, L.W. (eds.), M ountain Geography: Physical 
and H um an Dimensions. Berkely: University of California Press, 1-10.

Friend, D.A. 2002. M ountain  Geography in  2002: The In ternational Year of M ountains. 
The Geographical Review , 92, iii-vi.

M arston, R.A. 2008. Land, life, an d  environm ental change in  m oun ta ins. A nnals o f  the  
Association o f  Am erican Geographers, 98, 507-520.

Peattie, R. 1936. In troduction. In: Peattie, R., M ountain Geography - A Critique and  Field 
Study. New York: Greenwood Press, 3-8.

Price, L.W. 1981. W hat is a  m oun ta in?  In: Price, L.W., M ountains and  Man: A S tu d y  o f  
Process and  Environment. Berkeley: U niversity of California Press, 1-5.

Assignm ent:
Be p repared  to a d d ress  these  questions: (1) w hat are  th e  resea rch  problem s an d  questions 
add ressed  in  th is  field of study? (2) w hy are  these  resea rch  questions significant in  h u m an  
geography? And (3) w hat are  the  b roader im pacts  for geography, science, a n d  society?

G uest: Dr. S a rah  Halvorson

O ctober 13 Contem porary R esearch in  G eography II: Su sta in ab ility  S tu d ies

Topics: S trateg ies of defining a n d  refining resea rch  problem s a n d  questions w ith in  susta inab ility  
stud ies.

Reading: TBA

Assignm ent:

Be p repared  to a d d ress  these  questions: (1) w hat are  th e  resea rch  problem s an d  questions 
add ressed  in  th is  field of study? (2) w hy are  these  resea rch  questions significant to 
building knowledge a n d  u n d ers tan d in g  of hum an-env ironm en t dynam ics? And (3) w hat 
are  the  b roader im pacts  for geography, science, an d  society?

G uest: Dr. T hom as Sullivan

O ctober 2 0 Contem porary R esearch in  G eography III: Hazard S tu d ies

Topics: D iscussion of a  UM m aste r th es is  w ith  the  au thor.

Reading:
Peter Bordokoff. 2014. A Geographic Perspective o f  Climate Change and  A daptation in  

Upper Svaneti, Georgia. M.A. Thesis, D epartm ent of Geography, U niversity of 
M ontana.

Assignm ent:
Plan to d iscu ss  th e  resea rch  problem s add ressed  by the  various m ethods p resen ted , the  
rationale  for u sing  th ese  m ethods, an d  o ther m ethods th a t  m ight be u se d  in  
com plem entary  w ays to ad d ress  sim ilar resea rch  problem s a n d  questions.

G uest: Peter Bordokoff

O ctober 2 7 Contem porary R esearch in  G eography IV: Cartography and G IScience

Topic: D iscussion of a  UM m aste r th es is  w ith  the  au thor.

Reading:
Kevin McManigal. 2011. Retracing the 1910 Carruthers Royal Geographical Society

Expedition to the  Turgun M ountains o f  Mongolia: Reconstruction o f  a Century o f Glacier 
Variations. M.S. Thesis, D epartm ent of Geography, University of M ontana.
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Assignm ent:
In  your reading, consider th e  n a tu re  an d  sou rces of da ta , d a ta  collection stra teg ies, and  
d a ta  analysis em ployed a s  well a s  the  em pirical observations a n d  concerns in  th e  work 
p resented .

G uest: Kevin McManigal

Novem ber 3 Contem porary R esearch in  G eography and Allied D isc ip lin es I

Topics: Experiences from  the  G eographical Colloquium  (GPHY 500)

Assignm ent: Visit th e  G eographical Colloquium  a n d  tak e  notes. Be p repared  for a  discussion.

D iscussants: Rachel Powers a n d  A nnalisa  Ingegno

Novem ber 9 Contem porary R esearch in  G eography and Allied D isc ip lin es II

Topic: Experiences from  the  G eographical Colloquium  (GPHY 500)

Assignm ent: Visit th e  G eographical Colloquium  a n d  tak e  notes. Be p repared  for a  discussion.

D iscussants: V erena H enners a n d  L auren Mackey

Novem ber 17 Course Review

Topics: Looking back  an d  ah ead

Assignm ent: The first d raft of your resea rch  p ro sp ec tu s  or g ran t proposal is due.

Novem ber 2 4 Project P resen tation s I

Topic: P resen ta tion  of your project p rospectus.

D iscussants: V erena H enners a n d  A nnalisa  Ingegno

D ecem ber 1 Project P resen tation s II

Topic: P resen ta tion  of your project p rospectus.

Assignm ent: The final d raft of th e  resea rch  p ro sp e c tu s /g ra n t proposal w ith  Advisor sign-off is  due.

D iscussants: Rachel Powers a n d  L auren  Mackey

Finals W eek Individual M eetings to  be sch ed u led  D ecem ber 9-11

Topic: The objectives of th e  m eeting are to review your progress to da te  w ith  m e an d  for you  to 
identify a n d  d iscu ss  your upcom ing short- an d  long-term  resea rch  project goals.
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