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Artz 105A 07, Visual Language — Drawing - Course Syllabus
3 credits — Fall 2014
12:10 — 2pm Monday/Wednesday —FA 401

The University of Montana
School of Art
Artz 105A, Section 07, Visual Language: Drawing, 3 Credits

Instructor: Tressa Jones Email: tressa.jones@umontana.edu
Office: Schreiber Gym room 120
Office Hours: Wednesdays 2-3pm or by appointment

Meeting times: 12:10 — 2pm Monday/Wednesday Location: FA 401

Materials (Available at the UC Bookstore):
e Drawing Fundamentals Starter Pack
e Drawing board $7.75
e Big Drawing Pad 18 x 24
e Cardboard portfolio $5.25

Scissors

Blue Painters’ Tape

Container for drawing supplies
Hand pencil sharpener

Course Description from Catalogue: The foundations program prepares students for further study in
the arts by introducing skills and strategies important for creative visual expression. Students develop an
understanding of how formal language, material sensibilities and a wide range of art practices can articulate
content and express ideas. The program also establishes craft and work expectations while encouraging
creative risk, experimentation and cross-media solutions. This coordinated introductory curriculum of five
classes spans all areas of the studio and art history experience and introduces students to a full range of
disciplines for possible future study. Foundations classes are designed to be taken at the beginning of a
student’s course of study, and are prerequisite for most other art courses.

Course Objectives and Description: The objective of this course is to introduce the student to the tools
and techniques that are essential to the development and understanding of drawing. By the end of term, the
student will become familiar with the elements of drawing, explore artistic work and theory and develop a
visual literacy through creating drawings that reflect an understanding of both form and content. A significant
component to this course will include introductions to a variety of drawing materials, concepts, and techniques.
While this is a studio course, lectures, demonstrations and other learning tools will supplement the studio
practices. The course will focus on specific elements of art and students will develop an understanding of their
meaning and the possibilities inherent in their use. These include, but are not limited to: Line, Shape, Value,
Volume, Perspective, Gesture, Negative and Positive Space, Direct Observation, Scale and Control of Media. As
we progress through the semester, we will use these basic elements to explore more elaborate ideas of
composition and design. Movement, Exaggeration, Measurement, Spatial Analysis, Plane, Modeling, Illusion,
Flatness, Linear Perspective, Viewer Positioning, Concept and Composition will also be discussed. Throughout
the course, students’ intellectual and emotional engagement will be encouraged.

Course Format:  Most lectures, handouts, and critiques will take place at the beginning of class. Studio
practicum takes up the larger portion of the class time. Students should be prepared to listen carefully, take
notes, be present the entire two hours, and apply classroom instruction independently. For three credits
there are four hours of scheduled studio contact and a minimum of five additional unscheduled
hours to be spent preparing work, reading, attending outside art events.

The assignments in this course are designed to enhance one’s knowledge of media selections, compositional
arrangement and, conceptual development, which ultimately prepares the student for upper level art courses.

Attendance: This is a studio art class and therefore regular attendance is essential. Each student will
be permitted 3 unexcused absences. After three unexcused absences, your grade will drop one letter
grade for each day missed. If you miss more than 6 classes it will be impossible for you to receive anything
but a failing grade (F) for the course. Know that this is not a recreational course, and any activity that disrupts
focus of classmates will not be tolerated.
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If you have a cell phone that disrupts the class or you use the phone during class time for anything unrelated to
the course, it will count as an absence. Students who habitually arrive late, arrive without necessary materials,
leave early or take extended breaks will also be considered absent.

Work schedules, minor illness, oversleeping, studying for other classes, etc. are not
acceptable excuses for missing class.

When you are absent or late for a class, you are still responsible for the information and assignments
presented. All presentations and readings will be posted on Moodle but In-Class demonstrations will NOT be
repeated for the convenience of an individual student. The instructor reserves the right to review attendance
problems on an individual basis.

*If you miss class, call/e-mail a fellow classmate before contacting me to find out what you missed, what you
need to bring to next class, if there was an extension, etc.

*Record below the contact info of 2 classmates:

Name Phone Number(s):

E-mail

Name Phone Number(s):

E-mail

Withdrawal Policy: Full Information on the Withdrawal Policy for University of Montana courses can

be found on the web at http://www2.umt.edu/catalog/acpolpro.htm.

Academic Misconduct and the Student Conduct Code:  Academic dishonesty (plagiarism, cheating,
etc.) will not be tolerated and will result in an automatic F for the course. All students need to be familiar with
the Student Conduct Code. The Code is available for review online at
www.umt.edu/SA/VPSA/Index.cfm/page/1321.

Students with disabilities: Students with disabilities may request reasonable modification by
contacting the instructor. The University of Montana assures equal access to instruction through collaboration
between students with disability, instructors, and Disability Services for Students (DSS). “Reasonable” means
the University permits no fundamental alterations of academic standards or retroactive modifications. For
more Information, please consult http://www.umt.edu/disability. Student with disabilities or special needs
should see the instructor within the first two weeks of class

Health and Safety: The School of Art uses environmentally sound methods. Required materials from
your supply list are in compliance, with the exception of spray fixative. Fixative must be used in the spray booth
only. First aid kits, dust masks, gloves, eye wash, and eye protection are located by sink. Food and drink are not
allowed in the studio. Animals and children will not enter the room.

Building Hours: The use of School of Art studios requires current enrollment in a studio course. Hours
are 7:00 A.M. - 11:00 P.M. Fridays are reserved for studio days, as there are no classes scheduled.

Studio Use Guidelines:
e You are individually responsible for the cleanup at the end of each session in the classroom. The last ten
minutes is used for clean up, and your space will be left better condition that you found it.
¢ Drawing pads must be kept inside cardboard portfolios in the trolley that is labeled for this course:


http://www2.umt.edu/catalog/acpolpro.htm
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o All artwork, portfolios, and drawing pads must be clearly marked with student’s name, course,
instructor, semester, and year. Work that is not labeled will be discarded. Art work also may not be left
in the Art Office.

e Front critique board must be empty at the end of class.

e Cell phones must be turned off, NO HEADPHONES, music permitted by instructor.

No food or open beverage containers will be allowed in School of Art facilities when art making is in
progress. (In fact, there should not be any food or beverages consumed in Art facilities, as faculty will
be liable if injuries occur. When needed, breaks may be taken by students by simply stepping out of the

studios.)

Grading and Evaluation the Traditional Grading Scale will be used for this Course
Grade Percentage
A 90-100
B 80-89
C 70-79
D 60-69
F Below 60

Assignments and Projects will be evaluated in five major areas:

Demonstrating a positive attitude and a willingness to improve upon skills
Craftsmanship: every area of work must be thoughtfully and technically addressed
Fulfillment of Project Objectives and completed drawings

Coming to class with seriousness and preparedness

Participation in discussions and critiques

RN

Note: You are not graded according to other students in class. Students will be graded according to how well
they have fulfilled the expectations of the course and specific projects. Additionally, | am very interested in the
individual student’s progress throughout the semester.

Late Work: All projects are due on due date, no exceptions. Any late work will have one letter grade
deducted for each class period that it is late. Work will be accepted for less than full credit for one week after
the due date. Extra credit is not available for this course.

Grading Breakdown: 250 possible points

In class exercises 30 points
Class Discussions/Critique Participation 30 Points
Weekly Assignments 40 points
Projects 1,2, 3 100 points total
Midterm Terminology Exam 20 points
Art Event Responses 30 points

In class exercises: During each class period, students will complete exercises, which pertain to the concepts
and skills, which we are discussing in class. In Class assignments will be graded mostly on effort and
participation as other projects will be graded more critically.

Class Discussions: We will have a critique upon the completion of each drawing project. 1 will start the
dialogue by giving the class a prompt or set of questions, which must be answered about each drawing. It is
very important to give constructive feedback through articulate comments. Your ideas and criticism should be
based in an understanding of the terms and vocabulary that we have discussed in class. Failure to actively
participate or bring in work that is less than 50% complete is unacceptable and will result in a loss of
participation points for the critique. Remember, these critiques are designed to help you and your classmates.
Overtly negative comments/behavior will not be tolerated.
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Weekly Assignments: During the 2nd class period of each week, students will be assigned a weekly
assignment. This Assignment will be a continuation of the techniques and processes that have been focused on
in class. These projects should take on average 4-6 hours over the weekend. At the beginning of the next class
the drawings will be hung up on the wall and we will hold a class discussion.

Projects: A major component of the course is the successful completion of projects, which pertain to
techniques and concepts we focus on in class. The projects are based on demonstrations and lectures from the
instructor. The drawings must be done on large drawing paper. Be very concerned about your craft. Bring in
finished, sprayed drawings for critique.

Midterm Exam:  Students will be tested on the vocabulary and techniques that we have discussed over the
course of the semester.

Artwork already turned in for another course will not be accepted as fulfilling an assignment
for this course, if this happens the student will receive a O for the assignment

Artevents: You must attend a minimum of 3 Art events. This may include visiting artist lectures, gallery
openings, First Friday, etc. After attending each even write one to two paragraphs detailing your experience.
These write ups are due the first class after Thanksgiving break.

For comprehensive updates follow Griz Art and FrontierSpace Missoula on Facebook, also try the School of Art

Blog http://umartdepartment.wordpress.com/ and The Student Art Collective.

Miscellaneous:
e Second Floor: Student Artist Collective Bulletin Board
e Second Floor: Resource Lab
e Fourth Floor: Emergency phone at the East end of the hallway
e Third Floor: Light Shaft

Semester Calendar

Monday, August 25 First Day of Classes

Monday, September 1 Labor Day, No Classes
Tuesday, November 4 Elections Day, No Classes
Tuesday, November 11 Veterans Day, No Classes
Wednesday, November 26 Student Travel Day, No Classes
November 27, 28 Thanksgiving Holiday

Friday, December 5 Last Day of regular classes
Monday- Friday December 8-12 Final Exams*

*Final Exam Time and Use (http://www.umt.edu/registrar/students/finalsweek2/Autumn.aspx)
*All artwork must be out of the studio by 12:00pm on Friday of Finals week. Items left will be thrown away.

DETAIL OF ASSIGNMENTS

ASSIGNMENTS: Students will be required to complete 8 assignments, each worth 5 points.

Assignment #1 (CONTOUR LINE): Students will draw a series of contour line drawings.

Assignment #2 (PROCESS): Students will be given a drawing pencil. The assignment is to complete a work(s)
by using this pencil completely, i.e., until it is completely gone.



http://umartdepartment.wordpress.com/
http://www.umt.edu/registrar/students/finalsweek2/Autumn.aspx
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Assignment #3 (LINEAR PERSPECTIVE): Students will create a perspective drawing of a hallway or outside
space — they will fill the 18” x 24” page and must include horizon line, vanishing point; converging lines

Assignment #4(VALUE): Students will create a 20-tone vale scale to be used as a reference tool for their
drawing.

Assignment #5 (VALUE): Students will practice value by setting up a still life at home and create a formal
drawing using value only and no line.

Assignment #6 (REPETITION): Students will choose one object and then create multiple representations of
that object. 10 drawings are to be completed in 10 different mediums.

Assignment #7 (IDENTITY): Students will create 3 self-portraits of themselves. These portraits are not
allowed to be traditional representational portraits; rather, students will collage or use non-objective
techniques to craft their drawings.

Assignment #8 (VISUAL CULTURE): Students will write down a quote or a word widely associated with 21st
century American culture. These will then be collected and passed out at random. The student will then
interpret their prompt through no less than 5 drawings in any medium of their choosing.

PROJECTS:

Project #1 (DAY of the DEAD): Students will complete a drawing project inspired by the Day of the Dead
celebration.
33 Points

Project #2 (AUTHORSHIP AND OWNERSHIP): Students create a work/series of works that involves the

techniques that we have learned so far. The processes of found object, assemblage and appropriation will be

explored. Traditional drawing materials are encouraged but not required to be involved in this assignment.
33 Points

Project #3 (SOCIAL COMMENTARY): Students will choose a social issue that they feel strongly about and
then create a work/series of works that visually articulates their commentary on the issue. Traditional
drawing materials are encouraged but not required to be involved in this assignment. In addition to the
formal composition, an artist statement detailing the conceptual goals of the work will be required for this
assignment as well.

22 Points (Composition)

11 Points (Artist Statement)

33 Points

DISCUSSIONS: Students will participate in 6 In-Class Discussions/critiques about their Assignments/Projects
and the Assignments/Projects of their peers. 5 points each

IN-CLASS EXERCISES: Students will be graded on their participation in the course (attendance, working in
class, etc.). A possible total of 30 points will be awarded in this category.

GALLERY/VISITING ARTIST REVIEWS: In an attempt to engage you with the artistic culture of Missoula,
students will be required to visit three galleries/artist lectures during the course of the semester and then
provide a short write-up of what they observed. These will be worth 10 points each and can be turned in during
any point of the semester.
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