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D A N I E L  LUSK

BARK BEETLE TRA CK S

As wc learned to read, 
those s t range, t i d y  marks  on the page 
bore l i t t l e  ev idence  o f  the cat s 
s t i f f  whiskers ,  o r  the  smel l  the dog  
lef t  s te am ing  by the road.

N o  h i n t  o f  the f i re  o f f  
m o t h e r ’s c o m b  and hai r,  
or  the sm oke  o f  f a th e r  s breath.

C o l d  f ingers o f  b a p t i s t r y  wa te r
c lu tch e d  o u r  geni ta ls
and d r o w n e d  o u r  eyes,
m a sk ing  the  b ig  idea tha t  love
was everywhere  and b a f f l i n g  and good.

By the t im e  we c o u ld  scrawl  
c lu m s y  messages, hei rs 

to P la to ,  Moses, Seneca, we t r ied  
to guess h o w  pu f fs  o f  sm oke  

a f r i e n d  c o u ld  see across the  c o u n t y  
m ig h t  a n n o u n c e  "we re here 
or  “ the land  is b re a th in g .

Ins ide snug ha rk  o f  paper  b i r c h
exp lo de d  by  the s p l i t t i n g  mau l
arc w e i rd ,  t r u n c a te d  phrases,
w i l d ,  ex is te n t i a l  messages,
the s ignal ,  s m u t  and p o e t r y  o f  a species.
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