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AM ERICAN IDOL

I b o u g h t  an e lec t r ic  t o o t h b r u s h
because  t h e  d e n t i s t  said I w a s n ’t t h o r o u g h  e n o u g h
&  w a n ts  to see m e  in two m o n t h s .
T h e  th e ra p i s t  p r o p h e s ie d  a nea r- recovery ,  
p r e d ic t ed  love w o u l d  c o m e  eventually.
W h e n  the  c o n d u c t o r  asked for  m y  t i cket ,
the  rea li ty  was h e ’d be e n  w o r k i n g
for ten  h o u r s  s t r a igh t  & co u ld  use a s m o k e  break,
b u t  I had  n o t h i n g  to offer.

N o w  at  n igh t ,  I b r u s h  & b ru s h  to th e  w h i r  
o f  t he  smal l  m a c h i n e ,  screen m y  calls,  
p u t  le t tuce  on  t o m o r r o w ’s sandw' ich.
I i m ag in e  I ’m be in g  in te rv i ew ed  
on a lea the r  co u c h  o n  a t a lk - sh o w  set 
&  w h e n  I tell a s to ry  a b o u t  m i d d le  schoo l  
ha i r cut s ,  ev e ry one  laughs .  O u t s i d e ,  two teenager s  
argue  over  v ideo g am e  graphic s .  O n  7 V, 
the  f inal ists  are forced  to s ing for t he i r  lives.
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