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C H A P T E R  I

IN T R O D U C T IO N

D uring the past six ye ars , there has been a distinct prob lem  

of non-attendance in the A d am s-F rien d sh ip  Union F re e  High School 

of A dam s, W isconsin. The fa c ilitie s  are  of the finest, the staff is  

com parable to m any in the state, and there  seems to be a w e ll rounded 

cu rric u lu m . Why is it  then that there is such an attendance problem ?

I ,  T H E  P R O B L E M

Im portance of the prob lem . The prob lem  of im proving school

attendance requ ires  serious research  and study because of the vast

num ber of drop-outs in the public schools each y e a r. While it is true

that m ore than a m illio n  people graduate fro m  high school every  y e a r,

educators are  aware that another m illio n  drop out of high school before

tw elfth  grade and that s till another m illio n  never s ta rt a high school 

1course.

The need fo r a co-operative  study of this question of drop-outs  

was discussed at a W ork Conference on L ife  Adjustm ent in Chicago,

^Gaumnitz, W alter A ., "High School Retention: How Does Your 
State R a te ? "  School L ife , 35 :69 -71 , F eb ru a ry  1953.
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n iin o is , October 16-18 , 1950, by fo r ty -s ix  representatives of school

O
systems in c ities  of m ore than 200, 000 population. This conference  

arranged by the United States Com m issioner of Education, E a r l J . 

M cG rath , grew out of the recomm endations approved by a 1950 

Chicago conference on "Why Do Boys and G irls  Drop Out of School,

3
and What Can We Do About It? " Some schools reported a reduction  

in d rop-outs . However, there was a consensus of opinion that 

additional study and research  be given to the prob lem  of im proving  

school attendance. A  com m ittee, appointed by A lexander H . Stoddard, 

C hairm an of the Council of Superintendents in  la rg e  c ity  school 

system s, developed these six research  proposals submitted to the 

1951 conference:

Proposal N o. 1. U n ifo rm  Pupil Accounting. A  plan fo r basic  
un iform  accounting procedures which would 
make possible the collection of com parable  
data concerning holding power, drop-outs, 
and school le a v e rs .

Proposal No. 2 . A ppra isa l of Pupil C haracteris tics  and G row th .
A  plan fo r co-operative research  in the 
appraisal of pupils, th e ir  charac te ris tics .

2
United States Office of Education, "Fourth  National Conference  

on L ife  Adjustm ent Education, " School L ife , 33 :42 -44 , D ecem ber 1950.
3

F ed era l Security Agency, Why Do Boys and G ir ls  Drop Out of 
School, and What Can We Do About It?  (Washington: U .S .  Governm ent 
P rin tin g  O ffice, 1950), C irc u la r  No. 269.
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and growth as re la ted  to school adjustm ent and 
vu ln erab ility  to dropping out.

Proposal No. 3. Pupil Fo llow -up  Studies. A  plan fo r co-operative
research  on pupil fo llow -ups.

Proposal No. 4. New O v e r-a ll C u rricu lu m  R esearch . A  plan  
fo r general o v e r -a ll cu rricu lu m  research  
using basic education princip les to guide 
program s in co-operating schools.

P roposal N o. 5. C urrent On-going C u rricu lu m  P ro g ra m s . A
plan fo r cu rricu lu m  research  which recognizes  
curren t on-going program s of c u rricu lu m  
im provem ent w ith a deviation fro m  "standard"  
p ractices .

Proposal No. 6. P a r t ia l or L im ite d  C u rricu lu m  E xp erim en ta tio n .
A  plan fo r p a rtia l or lim ite d  experim entation  
involving a phase or single area of the 
curriculum."^

Purpose of this study. Although considerable research  has been 

done in  reg ard  to the drop-out prob lem  on national and local scales, 

no conclusive evidence has been submitted in the attem pted solution 

of the complex causes. A  research  design has not been as yet 

established which would help form ulate  va lid  answers to the needs of 

e a rly  school leavers  and the effectiveness of the school services  

organized to m eet those needs.

The purpose of this study was one of determ ining the re la tio n ­

ship between non-attendance and the incidence of drop-outs in the

^Stoddard, A lexander H ., "Some A lte rn atives  Confronting The 
Schools," A m erican  Association of School A dm in istra to rs: O ffic ia l 
Report (Washington: L ib ra ry  of Congress, 1951), p . 81.
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A dam s-Frien dsh ip  Union F re e  High School fo r the school year 1954-1955. 

A nsw ers to the following questions w ere sought: (1) What are  the 

m a jo r reasons for non-attendance? (2) What a re  some im plications  

that m ay be gathered through re la ted  lite ra tu re  on the subject?

(3) How does attendance com pare in outlying schools of the same 

approxim ate enrollm ent? (4) What adm in istrative  records a re  on 

f ile  that deal w ith attendance? (5) How m ay the ad m in is tra to r guide 

the frequent absentee tow ard the channels of personal guidance and 

health?

H . D E F IN IT IO N S  O F TERM S USED

A ttendance. Since this study was conducted in  only one high 

school, the te rm  attendance was in terpreted  as meaning the daily  

presence of students in the school regard less of likes  or d islikes and 

needs o r requirem ents of the students, or the effectiveness of 

teach ing .

D ro p- outs. Throughout this study, the te rm  drop-out shall be 

in terp re ted  as meaning the severance of pupil ties w ith the school.

Attendance procedures. The procedures of attendance w ere  

in terp re ted  as a standardized method used to check students not 

present, adequacy of reasons fo r absence, and age and sex of the 

absentee, to prepare adm ission slips to classes, and to make 

notations on attendance cards file d  in the o ffice .
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m . L IM IT A T IO N S  O F TH E  STU D Y

The study was made over a period  of one y ear, that of 

19 54 -1955. A dam s-Frien dsh ip  H igh School had an enrollm ent of 

347 students. Of these 347, 125 were freshm en, 75 were sophomores, 

83 w ere ju n io rs , and 64 w ere seniors. The school is located in  

centra l Wisconsin and is the only high school in the county. A dam s, 

W isconsin is a division point fo r the Chicago N orthw estern R a ilro a d . 

M ost of the students, how ever, live  in surrounding ru ra l com m unities. 

The county of Adams is evaluated as one of the poorest in the state .

The study made w ill endeavor to explore the relationship of 

non-attendance to the incidence of drop-outs. In  no way w ill there  

be an attem pt to explain what caused non-attendance. F u rth e r, the 

study w ill t ry  to show means by which the frequent absentee m ay be 

led  tow ard channels of personal guidance and health .

IV . ASSUMPTIONS O F T H E  STUDY

Possibly strengths and weaknesses in the guidance and health  

prog ram , cu rricu lu m  offering s, and instructional procedures of the 

high school w ill be revealed as a resu lt of this study. Rem oval of 

such weaknesses would tend to im prove school attendance.
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C H A P TE R  n  

PROCEDURES

V e ry  defin ite procedures and devices w ere used in the study 

in o rder to m ake the resu lts re liab le  and also effective.

I .  USE O F R E L A T E D  L IT E R A T U R E

R elation of lite ra tu re  to the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  study. M a te r ia l 

was f ir s t  collected that dealt p r im a r ily  with: (a) e a rly  school le a v e rs ,

(b) reasons fo r  pupil drop-outs, and (c) attendance lite ra tu re . This  

m a te ria l was fu rth e r categorized as to: (a) national leve l, (b) state 

le v e l, and (c) loca l le v e l.

V ery  lit t le  has been done w ith  the said problem  on e ith e r a 

statewide o r a loca l basis, so most of the lite ra tu re  was of 

national scope.

Data were gathered and com parisons made w ith  the w ork of 

H aro ld  J. D illon , H . C . Seymour, F rances W ilson and M o rr is  

Krugm an.^

1
D illo n , H aro ld  J ., E a r ly  School Leavers  (New York: N ational 

Child Labor C om m ittee, 1949):; F e d e ra l S ecurity  Agency, Im proving  
School Holding P ow er, (Washington: U .S .  Governm ent P rin tin g  O ffice , 
1951); W ilson, Frances and Krugm an, M o rr is , Studies of Student 
Personnel (unpublished paper; New Y ork  State Education D epartm ent, 1951),
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These sources were chosen fo r the following reasons. H aro ld

D illo n 's  study grouped reasons given by n early  1,000 students as to

2
why they decided to leave school. Reasons dealing with the school, 

financia l m a tte rs , or individual personal conflicts w ere revealed as 

a resu lt.

Supplementing this study was one by Galen Jones of the United  

States Office of Education. In  a c irc u la r published by the F ed era l 

Security Agency, Jones re la tes  that H . G. Seym our, in a doctoral thesis  

w ritten  at H arv a rd  U n ivers ity , cla im ed that there was evidence 

pointing tow ard decided lim ita tio n s  dealing with data collected fro m  

school lea vers  in the D illo n  s t u d y T h i s  m a te ria l further checked 

the va lid ity  of the f ir s t  study and th ere fo re  was used as a check point 

in  the Adams-«Friendship study.

Consideration was again given to another phase of the D illo n  

study, in  which teachers appraised personality  characteris tics  of 

drop-outs.^  In form ation gathered fro m  this method would tend to 

indicate the type of student the drop-out was.

2
D illo n , op. c it . , p . 49.

F e d e ra l Security Agency, lo c . c it . 

D illo n , op. c it., p. 79.
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n .  C O L L E C T IO N  O F D A TA

D aily  absentee sheets used as a focal point» The prob lem  in the 

study at A dam s-Friendsh ip  was assumed to  be due to lack  of 

attendance.

W ith the assistance of the ad m in is tra to r, A . H . Loken, and the 

facu lty , a da ily  absentee sheet was composed and used to reco rd  the 

names of those students not in attendance on any given day in  the 

school year 1954-1955. In form ation about the absentee's nam e, age, 

sex, year in school, and reason fo r the absence could be found 

fro m  these sheets.

Teacher judgments used as a basis fo r judging the drop-out's  

personal c h a ra c te ris tic s . A t an in -s e rv ic e  m eeting while discussing  

the value of the proposed study, the staff m em bers agreed that fu rth e r  

disclosure of pertinent facts to staff m em bers was pointless unless a 

method was agreed upon by which a ll could benefit. A  composite sheet 

approach appraising a drop-out's  personal charac teris tics  was 

selected. F ro m  this m a te r ia l some facts would be om itted as to the 

drop-out's  personal behaviour — before and a fte r leaving school.

The use of D illo n 's  table of judgment of teachers dealing w ith  

the characteris tics  of school leavers  was agreed upon for the 

A dam s-F rien d sh ip  study.®

^Ibid., p. 80.
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E x it in terv iew s used as a means to gather fin a l data w ith  both 

parent and the drop-out. Absent in  the procedures used at A dam s- 

Friendsh ip  was a way by which in form ation  could be gathered when the 

student decided he wanted to term inate  his school re la tions . The 

superintendent, A . H . Loken, agreed to the follow ing plan. An  

attendance c le rk  was appointed and handled a ll drop-outs so that some 

u n ifo rm ity  would p re v a il. A  parent usually was urged to be present 

at the in terv iew  in order to get the parental viewpoints tow ard school 

le av in g .

A  h a lf-s ize d  sheet o f paper c a rr ie d  the in form ation requested  

by the c le rk  of the drop -out. The following is a l is t  of essentia l 

in form ation  requested fro m  both the student and parent: (a) name of 

the school le a v e r, (b) the date the student dropped out of school,

(c) the age of the student, (d) the grade of the student, (e) the sex of the 

student, (f) the reason given by the student fo r leaving school, and 

(g) the parent's  reason given fo r  his child 's leaving school.

In terview s held w ith  superintendents of Mauston and W estfie ld  

W isconsin High Schools. A t a m eeting w ith  the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  

superintendent a decision was made to check the authenticity of 

in form ation  gathered at the school by m aking a com parison w ith  schools 

in  the outlying a re a . The two schools chosen w ere Mauston and 

W estfie ld . Both schools were w ithin a twenty-nine m ile  radius of 

Adam s, Wisconsin, and had enrollm ents com parable to that of 

A d am s-F rien d sh ip .
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An introductory le tte r  was f ir s t  com piled and then sent to each 

of the superintendents that w ere to be contacted. Next, t r ia l  in terv iew  

procedures were used with the local superintendent adding some 

constructive c r it ic is m . By the tim e  the in terview s were held both 

superintendents at the neighboring schools w ere w e ll aware of the 

nature of the study at hand and v e ry  w illing  to make available the 

desired in form ation .

In form ation  was gathered on:

1. Num ber of students in  school
2. A verage daily  attendance
3. Num ber of drop-outs
4. D rop-outs c lassified  as to age, sex, and classes
5. Num ber of teachers on the staff
6. C u rricu lu m  offerings
7. Guidance fa c ilitie s  o ffered
8. H ealth  fa c ilitie s  offered

Local superintendents c lassified  reasons fo r drop- outs. A t 

A dam s-Friendsh ip  a ll e x tra -c u rr ic u la r  ac tiv ities  a re  governed by 

the Seven County C onference. A t an in fo rm al gathering, the executive 

body composed of the Seven County o ffic ia ls  was canvassed in an 

attem pt to c lassify  the reasons fo r drop-outs. G eneralizations la rg e ly  

resu lted . In  a ll there  was a total of eighty odd years of ad m in is tra tive  

w ork done by the group.

m .  T R E A T M E N T  O F D A TA

Data fro m  daily absentee sheets. A ll in form ation about each 

student who m issed so much as a day of school was tra n s fe rre d  to an
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individual three by five index card . This was done to have a c le a re r , 

m ore complete picture of why and when each student was in absentia . 

F u rth e r , this m a te ria l was then used as a basis to check m ore closely  

on the potential drop-out, sex of the absentee, percent of absences 

per student, and percent and average age of drop-outs per c lass .

Teacher judgment sheets com piled and then compared w ith  the 

D illo n  study concerning teacher judgm ents. A s soon as a drop-out 

occurred , a ll teachers on the faculty d iligen tly  f ille d  out a judgment 

sheet concerning the student's personal characteris tics  as they were  

revealed to the teachers . A t the end of the 1954-1955 school year 

these sheets were compiled and the statistics compared to a s im ila r  

study of D illo n 's .

An analysis made of D illon 's  study showing the drop-out's  

reasons fo r school leaving w ith the exit in te rv ie w . Using the fo rm  agreed  

upon fo r the conducting of the final in terv iew  with the drop-outs, the 

investigator used m a te r ia l gathered as to reasons in the student's 

m ind why he was leaving school. A ll  this inform ation was com piled  

and a com parison made w ith the D illon  study on the basis of the 

D illo n  analys is .

P aren ta l in terv iew  used to check contrast in Seymour 's study. 

Since some discrepancy arises  between the D illo n  and Seymour study 

the method of parental in terview s was used to check the findings of 

Seymour against the D illon  study.
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Mauston and W estfie ld  data used as a basis fo r com parison of 

A dam s-Friendsh ip  study. A ll  data w ere care fu lly  checked fo r  

accuracy and then checked w ith statistics gathered from  A d am s-F rien d sh ip . 

This was done m ain ly  to check on cu rricu lu m , guidance, and health  

services o ffered .

Seven County Superintendents c lassified  reasons fo r drop-outs  

into four categories . Four m ain  categories w ere agreed upon at a 

m eeting of the Seven County superintendents, but they could be te rm ed  

only generalizations.
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C H A P T E R  m  

R E V IE W  O F L IT E R A T U R E

M a te ria ls  concerning attendance procedures as re la ted  to 

drop-outs throughout various parts of the nation and the findings w ere  

recorded and com piled. A ll lite ra tu re  used was re la ted  w ith  attendance 

and drop-outs a t A dam s-Frien dsh ip  Union F re e  High School.

I .  BACKGROUND STA TISTIC S

Frequency of reasons given by youth in decision to leave school. 

H aro ld  D illon 's  study, as re la ted  by the National Child Labor Com m ittee  

in 1949, grouped the reasons given by 957 youth as of f ir s t  im portance  

in  th e ir  decision to leave school into three a reas . S ixty-nine percent 

of the youth gave reasons re la tin g  to school as being param ount to 

school leaving . In  this f ir s t  a rea  th ir ty -s ix  percent stated that they  

could not le a rn  and consequently became discouraged. S m alle r  

percentages expressed d islik ing fa ilu re s , teachers, subjects, and 

instructional methods.^

Twenty-one percent of the pupils stated that they le ft school fo r  

financia l reasons. Personal reasons made up the rem aining ten percen t.

D illo n , H aro ld  J . ,  E a r ly  School L e a v e rs , (New York: National 
Child L ab o r Com m ittee, 1949), p . 49.
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Suggestions were made by these school leavers  fo r changes

which m ight have influenced them  to rem ain  in  school. T h irty -e ig h t

percent desired w ork  experience and instruction . C loser contact of

students w ith  counselors and teachers was suggested as w e ll as

2
increased student partic ipation  in  e x tra -c u rr ic u la r  a c tiv itie s .

L im ita tio n s  W data collected fro m  pupils . Galen Jones of the 

United States Office of Education supplemented the D illon  study w ith  

data fro m  H . C . Seym our's doctoral thesis at H arva rd  U n ivers ity  at

3
the W ork Conference G eneral Session in  1950* Seymour c la im ed  

some decided lim ita tio n s  to data collected fro m  pupils leaving or 

rem ain ing in school. There  was evidence that only an elem ent of 

tru th  existed in th e ir  reasons. M ore  serious and fundamental conditions 

were basic since a la rg e r  proportion were unable to do m ore  than 

express a lack  of in teres t in  school.

Seym our's study noted some sex differences as com pared  

w ith the D illon  study. A  la rg e r  percentage of g irls  than boys gave 

a lack  of in teres t, the necessity of working a t home and i l l  health as 

the forem ost reasons. No g ir ls  adm itted truancy as the reason fo r

2
Ib id ., p . 51.

3
F e d era l Security  Agency, Im proving School Holding P o w er, 

(Washington: U . S. Governm ent P rin ting  O ffice, 1951), R esearch  
Proposals, C irc u la r N o. 291, pp. 55 -57 .
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leaving , w hereas, five percent of boys adm itted th is  as a reason. 

Likew ise , a la rg e r  percentage of boys w ere expelled from  school. 

A pproxim ate ly  the same percentage of boys and g ir ls  le ft school

4
because they could not do the w ork requ ired  by the school.

School progress and personality  factors im portant in New Y o rk  

drop-out study. The New Y o rk  Education D epartm ent conducted a 

study of the records of 5, 63 7 students in th irteen  vocational high 

schools who w ere expected to graduate in  June, 1949, to le a rn  the 

charac te ris tics  of those who le ft school e a rly  and of those who 

rem ained to g r a d u a te A c c o r d in g  to the study of M o rr is  K rugm an  

and Frances W ilson, some v e ry  in teresting  data w ere revealed .

Among those pupils who actually  began the vocational high 

school courses (714 e ither never reported  or attended only a few days), 

th irty -n in e  percent graduated. The drop-outs le ft e a rly  in th e ir  high 

school c a re e rs . A pproxim ately  ninety-one percent le ft to go to w ork, 

three percent jo ined the arm ed serv ices, and six percent le ft fo r  

other reasons. The grea ter m a jo rity  of the school leavers  were under 

seventeen years  of age (the m in im um  lega l age fo r leaving was 

sixteen). By the end of the th ird  sem ester of school, over h a lf of

4
Ib id .

5
W ilson, Frances and Krugm an, M o rr is , Studies of Student 

Personnel, (unpublished paper: New Y o rk  State Education D epartm ent, 
1951), pp. 2 5 -2 7 .
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the entering boys and a th ird  of the g ir ls  had le ft school.

Evidence was revealed that the boy o r  g ir l with an I .Q .  below  

ninety, re tarded  in  school p rogress, and reaching the m in im um  

lega l age fo r school leaving, becam e the potential drop-out. Teacher 

ratings in character tra its  and w ork tra its  could not be ignored  

even though the data w ere subjective. Graduates were rated  

"exce llen t” six tim es as often as drop-outs; drop-outs w ere rated  

"poor” nine tim es as often as the graduates. The attendance of s ix ty -  

seven percent of the drop-outs was unsatisfactory, as com pared to 

eleven percent of the graduates. The graduates passed th e ir  subjects 

approxim ately  twice as often as the drop-outs, the discrepancy  

being greatest in  academ ic subjects.^

Outstanding among the ch aracteris tics  appraised by the 

teachers in  the D illo n  study w ere observations that the school leavers  

lacked sk ill in tool subjects and had poor study habits. S urpris ing ly , 

the study showed that in the m a jo r ity  of cases the drop-out did not 

seem to be too aggressive, sullen o r resentfu l, im m ature , secretive , 

unhappy or w o rrie d . On the whole he got along w e ll with the teachers

7
and others .

^Ibid.
7
D illon , lo c . c it ., p . 79.
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F inancia l reasons secondary to general d is in te re s t. In terv iew s  

w ith  1, 538 applicants fo r em ploym ent certifica tes  in  D ecem ber, 1949, 

and January, 1950, in New Y o rk  C ity  revealed that financia l reasons, 

as in  the findings of the D illo n  study, w ere secondary to a general 

disin terest in  school. A  fu rth e r analysis of the reasons disclosed:

W hile the m a jo r reason fo r leaving school as given 
by the applicants, was fin an cia l, when analyzed, it  was found 
to be secondary to a general d is in terest in school. The 
financial reasons w ere re la ted  to fa m ily  problem s, such as 
broken homes, fa ther unemployed, illness of one or both 
parents, and the lik e , and accounted fo r tw enty-s ix  and one- 
h a lf percent of the drop-outs , according to th e ir  own stories . 
Another seven and seven-tenths percent fe lt they had 
financia l needs apart fro m  those of th e ir  fa m ilie s . I f  a v a rie ty  
of reasons of another type offered fo r school leaving is  pooled, 
however, quite another p ictu re  is obtained: fo rty -n in e  
percent of the total can be c lassified  as boredom w ith school, 
and th irteen  percent as trouble in school, o r as m in im a l 
sinde a ll studies of drop-outs indicate that the financia l reason  
is frequently a disguise fo r dis satisfaction w ith school. We 
do not then know exactly  how many le ft school because we 
do know that not less than tw o -th ird s  of the drop-outs did 
not leave school because of financia l reasons.®

Com pulsory attendance in Wisconsin a dominant fac to r in  

retain ing students. G eneral provisions concerning school attendance 

in  the state of W isconsin are  as follows: Any person having under his  

control a child  between the ages of seven and sixteen years  shall 

cause such child to attend some school reg u la rly  to the end of the 

school te rm  in which he is sixteen years  of age, unless the child has 

a lega l excuse, during the fu ll period and hours, re lig ious holidays

g
Ib id ., p . 6.
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excepted, that the public or p rivate  school in which such child  

should be enro lled  is in session.^

^Laws of Wisconsin R elating to Public Schools, Chapter 40, 
1955, p. 626.
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CHAPTER IV

D E V E L O P M E N T  O F C R IT E R IA

The reasons why pupils drop out o f school m ust emanate fro m  

four possible sources: the pupil h im se lf, his fa m ily , the high school, 

and the com m unity.^ An effective study re lating  to the drop-out 

situation needs then a va ried  and ra th e r extensive means by which 

to evaluate it .

Various studies used as a basis fo r form ing the instrum ent

by which to make com parisons. A ll of the re la ted  lite ra tu re  that was

collected was used to show relationships between the studies of others

and the one of A dam s-Frien dsh ip .

The relationships of drop-outs' reasons fo r term inating

school were trea ted . This was done by checking the D illon  study

with in form ation  gathered through the ex it in terv iew  with the student

2
drop-outs at A d am s-F rien d  ship.

Layton, W arren  K ., Special Services of the D rop-out and the 
Potential D rop-out, (The B u lle tin  of the National Association of 
Secondary School P rin c ip a ls , 37:73, M arch  1953).

2
D illo n , H aro ld  J . , E a r ly  School L e a v ers , (New York: 

N ational Child Labor C om m ittee, 1949), p. 49.
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The inform ation gathered in the Seymour study was com pared  

with the drop-out's  parental in terv iew s to check the contrast found 

by Seymour in D illon 's  study

A gain  the D illo n  study was com pared with suggested changes

4
reported by drop-outs fo r retain ing students in high school. The 

study was also used as a means by which A dam s-Friendsh ip  school 

le a v e rs ' changes were evaluated.

F u rth e r , the statistics of A dam s-Frien dsh ip  judgment of 

teachers on characteris tics  of drop-outs w ere checked w ith  the D illon  

study to compare the p a ra lle lis m  of the two.

A nalysis  made of D rop- outs of Mauston and W estfie ld  Union 

F re e  High Schools and those of A dam s- F rien d sh ip . Both Mauston  

and W estfie ld  High Schools, under the superintendents, M . E . K jeseth  

and K . B . Krohn, were used fo r com parison purposes with A dam s-  

Friend sh ip . Data such as number of students, average da ily  attendance, 

num ber of drop-outs, number of teachers on the faculty, c u rricu lu m  

offerings, and guidance and health fa c ilitie s  were recorded fro m  

these schools fo r study of s im ila r it ie s .

3
F e d e ra l Security Agency, Im proving School Holding P o w er, 

(Washington: U . S. Governm ent P rin tin g  O ffice , 1951), Research  
Proposals, C irc u la r No. 291, p. 43.

4
D illo n , op. c it ., p . 56.
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C im iiilative student absentee cards used fo r com piling va lid  data. 

M a te r ia l collected on three by five inch index cards was used to check 

into individual data concerning absences. F ro m  this in form ation such 

facts as sex and percent of absentees w ith illness as the reason for  

absence, percent of absences per student, and percent and average  

age of drop-outs per class w ere gathered. This data fu rther served  

as a point fro m  which to explore the relationship of non-attendance 

in reg ard  to the incidence of drop-outs.
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C H A P T E R  V  

FIND IN G S A N D  OBSERVATIONS

The value of such a study should be of in teres t not only to 

those persons connected w ith the adm inistering of the school po lic ies , 

but also to the com m unity its e lf.

I .  TE A C H E R  JUDG M ENTS

Frequently  assigned c h a ra c te ris tic s . The data of Table I, page 23, 

indicate that the characteris tics  m ost frequently  mentioned by both 

groups of teachers were:

1. 'The student presented an attendance problem " was 

m entioned by 84 percent of the A dam s-Friendsh ip  teachers  

and by 70 percent of the teachers in  the D illon  study.

2. The A dam s-Friendsh ip  teachers (81 percent) lis te d  "the 

student lacked in itia tiv e "  as did the teachers in the D illon  

study (72 percent).

3 . "The student got along w e ll with teachers and other" was a 

characteris tic  m entioned by 78 percent of the teachers in the 

A dam s-Frien dsh ip  study as compared to 70 percent of the 

teachers in  the D illon  study.

4 . "The student was irresp ons ib le" was a characteris tic  

assigned pupils in  the D illon  study (66 percent) and also 

the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  study (70 percent).

- 2 2 -
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TABLE I

A  COM PARISON OF FR E Q U E N C IE S  O F TE A C H E R  JUDG M ENTS ON 
C H A R A C TER ISTIC S  O F  SCHOOL LE A V E R S  IN  A D A M S - 

F R IE N D S H IP  H IG H  SCHOOL A N D  SCHOOL  
LE A V E R S  IN  TH E  D IL L O N  STUDY,

1954-1955.^

C h aracteris tics  A ppraised*
Teacher Judgments 

Adams D illon
Friendship_______ Study

No, Yes No. Yes

Seemed unhappy or w o rried 300 65% 461 30%
E as ily  discouraged 245 53 754 49
Lacked in itia tive 374 81 1107 72
In terested  in  school 111 24 461 30
Caused trouble 69 15 369 24
Secretive or seclusive 148 32 569 37
P artic ipa ted  iii class 222 48 769 50
Got along w ell with teachers  

and others
360 78 1077 70

Too aggressive 69 15 262 17
Sullen and resentfu l 84 18 308 20
Speech d isorder 0 0 46 3
Attendance problem 388 84 1077 70
Lacked s k ill in  tool subjects 337 73 923 60
Im m ature 51 11 461 30
Irresponsib le 323 70 1015 66
Poor study habits 296 64 872 58
Lacked self confidence 360 78 861 56

Tota l Reports 462 1, 537

*  Though some item s are  s im ila r , they were purposely lis ted  separately  
as an additional check on the in te rv ie w er and fo r  consistency in rating  
various item s.

D illon , H aro ld  J . ,  E a r ly  School L e a v ers  (New York: N ational 
C hild Labor C om m ittee), Table 38, p. 80.
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In frequently  assigned c h a ra c te ris tic s . Teachers in the 

two studies rated  most in frequently the follow ing characteris tics  

of school leavers  as pertain ing to the pupils under study:

1. Speech d isorders w ere mentioned by three percent of 

the teachers in  the D illon  study and by none of the 

teachers in  the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  study.

E. Pupils w ere described as "too aggressive" or "sullen  

and resentfu l" by approxim ately  one -f if th  o f the 

teachers in  each study.

3. The teachers in the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  study (65 percent) 

tended to m ention the student's "unhappy or w o rried "  

condition somewhat m ore frequently than did the D illon  

study (30 percen t).

4 , Another d irec t point of disagreem ent was the D illon  

study's finding on " im m a tu rity"  (30 percent) as com pared  

w ith the A d am s-Frien dsh ip 's  finding of (11 percent).

Fourteen  A dam s-Frien dsh ip  teachers handed in th irty -th re e  

reports  apiece, making a total of 462 rep o rts . There were 1 ,53  7 

reports  in the D illon  study.

n .  STUDENTS DECISIONS TO L E A V E  SCHOOL

Frequently  designated reasons. The in form ation given in Table II ,  

page 26, denotes the reasons m ost frequently mentioned by each group
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of drop-outs were:

1. "The students p re fe rre d  w ork  to school" was a decision  

mentioned by 5 percent in the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  study 

and by 36 percent in  the D illo n  study.

2. The D illon  study (15 percent) designated "the student 

needed money to buy clothes and also money was 

needed to help at home" as compared to the A dam s-  

Friendship  study (5 percent).

3 . "The student was not in terested  in school w ork" was the 

reason given by 11 percent in the D illon  study and

9 percent in the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  study.

In frequently designated reasons. School leavers  in both 

studies rated m ost infrequently the following reasons fo r term inating  

th e ir schooling:

1. The drop-outs in the D illo n  study (3 percent) re la ted  that 

they could lea rn  m ore out of school than in school. There  

was no m ention of this reason in the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  study.

2 . A pproxim ately  one-tw entieth of the students in the D illo n  

study gave "disliking a certa in  teacher" as th e ir  reason  

fo r school leaving, whereas there was no account of this  

in the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  study.

3 . The A dam s-Friendsh ip  drop-outs rated "parents wanted 

youth to leave school" (24 percent), "students could le a m
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t a b l e  n

A  CO M PARISON O F FR E Q U E N C IE S  OF REASONS G IV E N  BY Y O U TH  
IN  D ECISIO N TO  L E A V E  SCHOOL IN  A D A M S -F R IE N D S H IP  

H IG H  SCHOOL A N D  Y O U TH  IN  TH E D IL L O N  STUDY,
1954 -1 9 55 >

F requency 
Adam s D illon

Friendsh ip________ Study

Reasons Relating to School

P re fe rre d  w ork to school 
Was not in terested in school 

w ork
Could not le a rn  and was 

discouraged  
Was fa ilin g  and did not 

want to repeat 
D is liked  a certa in  teacher 
D is liked  a certa in  subject 
Could le a rn  m ore out of 

school than in school

F inanc ia l Reasons

Needed money to buy clothes 
and help at home 

Wanted spending money

Personal Reasons

m  health
F rien d s  had le ft school 
Parents wanted youth to 

leave school

No. % No. %

1 5 342 36
2 9 104 11

0 0 66 7

1 5 55 6

0 0 47 5
0 0 30 3

4 19 16 1

1 5 144 15

2 9 55 6

4 19 49 5
1 5 29 3
5 24 20 2

D illon , H aro ld  J . ,  E a r ly  School Leavers  (New York: N ational Child  
Labor C om m ittee), Table 24, p. 50.
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m ore  out of school" and " i l l  health" (19 percent) m ore  

frequently than the D illon  study (2, 1, and 5 percent).

4 . The only m a jo r disagreem ent was that approxim ately  

tw o -fifth s  of the drop-outs in the D illon  study rated  

"p re fe rred  w ork to school" as com pared to one -tw entieth  

in the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  study.

in. P A R E N T A L  REASONS FO R  SCHOOL L E A V IN G

Frequently  named reasons. The report given in Table I I I ,  

page 28, discloses that the reasons m ost frequently  mentioned by the 

parents in the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  study w ere:

1. The students tra n s fe rred  to other schools (14).

2 . The students became pregnant during the school te rm  (4).

3 . The students joined various branches of the arm ed  

forces (4).

4 . The students w ere not adequately provided with a good home 

background (4).

In frequently named reasons. Parents in the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  

study rated m ost in frequently the follow ing reasons for th e ir  

ch ild ren 's  leaving school:

1. "H I health" (6 percent) and "could not le a rn  and was 

discouraged" (6 percent) w ere two reasons m entioned  

in  the A dam s-Friendsh ip  study.
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TABLE m

FR E Q U E N C Y  OF REASONS G IV E N  B Y  P A R EN TS O F YO U TH  AS O F  
F IR S T  IM P O R T A N C E  IN  D ECIS IO N  TO L E A V E  

A D A M S -F R IE N D S H IP  H IG H  SCHOOL,
1954-1955.

Frequency

No. Percent

Reasons Relating to School

P re fe rre d  w ork to school 0 0
Was not in terested in school w ork 1 3
Could not le a rn  and was 2 6

discouraged
Was fa ilin g  and did not 0 0

want to repeat grade
D is liked  a certa in  teacher 0 0
D is liked  a certa in  subject 0 0
Could le a rn  m ore out of school 0 0

than in school
T ra n s fe rre d  to another school 14 43

F in an c ia l Reasons

Needed money to buy clothes 0 0
and help at home

Wanted spending money 0 0

P ersonal Reasons

n i H ealth 2 6
F rien d s  had le ft school 0 0
P arents  wanted youth to 0 0

leave school
Pregnancy 4 12
Joined the arm ed forces 4 12
B roken home 4 12
In va lid  parent 1 3

Death 1 3
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2. Three percent of the parents described the drop-out as 

not being in terested in school.

3 . Death and a student dropping out of school to take care of 

an invalid  parent accounted fo r approxim ately one-seventh  

of the parental reasons.

No definite conclusions m ay be drawn fro m  Table m  since only 

twenty-one parents were involved in the reporting of the reasons.

IV . SUGGESTED CHANGES

Frequently  suggested changes. The data of Table IV , page 30, 

note that the changes most frequently  recorded by the D illon  and 

the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  studies were:

1. The students of the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  study (26 percent) 

desired "m ore w ork experience" as com pared to the D illon  

study (23 percent).

2. Tw enty-tw o percent of the A dam s-Friendsh ip  students sought 

specific vocational instruction whereas the response in the 

D illon  study was fifteen  percent.

3. E leven percent-of the students in the D illo n  study fe lt a 

la ck  of opportunity to partic ipate  in  school functions 

com pared with nineteen percent in  the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  

study.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-3 0 -

TABLE IV

A  COM PARISON O F FR EQ U EN C IES  OF CHANGES SUGGESTED B Y  
SCHOOL LE A V E R S  IN  A D A M S -F R IE N D S H IP  H IG H  SCHOOL  

AND  SCHOOL LE A V E R S  IN  TH E  D IL L O N  STUDY,
1954-1955.C

Suggestions
Frequency  

Adams D illon
Friendship_________ Study

N o. No.
Provide w ork experience 19 26% 377 23%
Specific vocational instruction 18 22 245 15
Services of a guidance 6 8 196 12

counselor
M ore personal contact w ith the 8 10 188 11

teachers
M ore  partic ipation  in  school 15 19 184 11

a c tiv itie  s
Opportunity to change courses 4 5 175 11
S m aller classes w ith m ore 6 8 166 9

individual instruction
T ra n s fe r to another school 1 2 131 8

D illo n , H aro ld  J . ,  E a r ly  School Leavers  (New York: N ational Child  
Labor C om m ittee, 1949), Table 30, p. 57.
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4. E leven percent o f the students in the D illon  study and 

ten percent in  the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  study considered  

teacher-pup il re lations to be unsatisfactory.

5. That "guidance fa c ilitie s  w ere lim ite d  in scope" was 

mentioned in the D illon  study (12 percent) and also in the 

A dam s-Frien dsh ip  study (8 percen t).

In frequently  suggested changes. Students in both studies 

in frequently lis ted  the following changes:

1. "An opportunity to change courses" was mentioned by 

eleven percent in the D illo n  study and five  percent in the 

A dam s-Frien dsh ip  study.

2 . A pproxim ately  one-tenth of the pupils in  both studies 

described "overcrowded conditions w ith  too lit t le  individual 

instruction" as a needed change.

3 . The students in the D illon  study (8 percent) tended to m ention  

"tran sfer to another school" somewhat m ore frequently  

than did the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  students (2 percent).

V . IT E M S  R E L A T IN G  TO A T T E N D A N C E

A greem ent of named item s. The data of Table V , page 33, 

indicate that the following s im ila r itie s  existed in the three schools, 

Mauston, A dam s-Frien dsh ip , and W estfie ld  were:

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-3 2 -

1. The ntim ber of teachers on the staff (18, 14, 12)

2 . E nro llm ent of the three schools (324, 347, 286)

3 . The m a jo rity  of drop-outs leave school in th e ir f ir s t  

two years  of high school (9. 24, 13)

D isagreem ent of named ite m s . S tatistics of the three schools 

revea l the follow ing areas of differences:

1. The average daily  attendance of A dam s-Friendsh ip  (320.4) 

showed quite a varia tio n  as com pared to Mauston (314.6) 

and W estfield (276.9).

2 . A  w ider deviation was found by comparing the percent of 

annual attendance at A dam s-Frien dsh ip  (92.3 percent) w ith  

Mauston (97.1 percent) and W estfie ld  (96.8 percent).

3 . Though the number of drop-outs at Mauston (15) and 

W estfie ld  (17) was com parable, there again was revealed  

a sharp difference at A dam s-Frien dsh ip  (33),

4 . A t A dam s-Frien dsh ip  only 55 percent of the drop-outs were  

boys while Mauston w ith 67 percent and W estfield w ith

65 percent showed an appreciable increase.

5. In  the area  of "cu rricu lu m  differences" Mauston offered  a r t ,  

advanced m athem atics, and two foreign languages and 

W estfie ld  offered a r t  and advanced m athem atics. None of 

these subjects was offered at A dam s-Frien dsh ip .
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TABLE V

A  COM PARISON OF IT E M S  R E L A T IN G  TO A TTE N D A N C E  IN  ADAMS- 
F R IE N D S H IP , M A USTO N, AND  W E S T F IE L D  H IG H  SCHOOLS,

1954- 1955.

Item s Mauston
Adams

Friendship W estfie ld

N um ber in  school 324 347 286
A verage daily 314.6 320.4 276.9

attendance
P ercen t of annual 97.1 92.3 96.8

attendance
N um ber of drop-outs 15 33 17
Class and sex of

drop-outs F  M F  M F M
a . Freshm en 2 4 11 8 2 5
b. Sophomores 0 3 0 5 1 5
c. Juniors 1 3 2 4 3 1
d. Seniors 2 0 2 1 0 0

N um ber of teachers 18 14 12
C u rricu lu m  D ifference L atin A r t

in  each School Spanish A d. M ath
Ad.. M ath
A rt

Guidance fa c ilitie s Guidance man Home room
Home room  plan plan

H ealth  fa c ilitie s Physical exam Physical
C ity  nurse exam
County nurse County nurse
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6. Guidance fa c ilitie s  in abundance w ere offered at Mauston^ 

lim ited, fa c ilitie s  at W estfield and no fa c ilitie s  at 

A dam s-Frien dsh ip .

7. Period.ic physical exam inations were given at both Mauston  

and W estfie ld , whereas the exam ination was not a p a rt of 

the program  at A d am s-F rien d sh ip .

V I. A D A M S -F R IE N D S H IP  A T T E N D A N C E  D A TA

Findings fo r 1954-1955. Data fro m  Table V I,  page 35, lis ts  

the following charac te ris tics  concerning attendance of A dam s-  

Friendsh ip  High School students:

1. The average age of the non-drop-out was found to be 15 years  

6 months whereas that of the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  drop-out 

was 16 years  11 months.

2 . Both the parents of the drop-outs (46 percent) and the non­

drop-outs (52 percent) gave illness as the dominant excuse 

for absence.

3 . The high school m ale drop-out (58 percent) was absent 

m ore often than the fem ale drop-out (42 percent).

4 . The high school fem ale non-drop-out (53 percent) was absent 

m ore often than the m ale non-drop-out (47 percent).

5. The freshm an class com prising 35.9 percent of the school 

population had the la rg es t percentage of drop-outs (5 .4  percent),
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TABLE VI

C H A R A C TER ISTIC S  O F D R O P-O U TS A N D  NO N -DRO Pj-O UTS  
D E A LIN G  W IT H  A T T E N D A N C E  A T  A D A M S -F R IE N D S H IP  

H IG H  SCHOOL, 1954-1955.

C h aracteris tic  s N on-drop-outs D rop-outs

A verage age 15 y rs . 6 m o. 16 y rs . 11 m o.
Average number of absences 12 26

Reasons by parents
W ork as an excuse 29% 32%
Illness as an excuse 52% 46%

Sex
P ercent of m ales 47 58
P ercen t of fem ales 53 42

Percent of class enrollm ent
Freshm en 30.5 5.4
Sophomore s 20.3 1.4
Juniors 22.2 1.7
Seniors 17.6 .9
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6. The senior class com prising only 18,5 percent of the

school population had the sm allest percentage of drop-outs  

( ,9 percent).

V n . A D M IN IS T R A T IV E  REASONS FO R  D RO P-O U TS

F requently  assigned reasons. Seven superintendents of the 

"Seven County Conference" c lass ified  reasons fo r drop-outs in the 

follow ing four categories:

1. The students showed a lack  of in teres t (cu rricu lu m  and 

subject m atte r trad itio n a l, lack  of w arm  relationships  

w ith teachers).

2 . The students revealed frequent signs of fru s tra tio n  

(em otional in stab ility , fa m ily  tension, physical handicaps).

3 . The students were found to be socially im m ature (pup il-  

pupil re lationship, partic ipation  in e x tra -c u rr ic u la r  

ac tiv itie s , lack  of self-confidence).

4 . The student came fro m  a fa m ily  of low economic status 

(physical appearance, spending m oney).
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SU M M A R Y AND R EC O M M EN D A TIO N S

In  order to discover patterns of attendance and influences which 

show a relationship to school leaving, defin ite procedures were  

established to enable school o ffic ia ls  at A dam s-Frien dsh ip  to use 

the resu lts  of the study.

1. SU M M AR Y

Inadequate cu rricu lu m  offerings, lim ite d  guidance services, 

and outmoded instructional procedures as reasons fo r e a rly  school 

le a v in g . The reasons stated by school leavers  in  d ifferen t geographical 

areas were ve ry  s im ila r . G en era lly , w ork  was p re fe rre d  to school, 

money was needed to buy clothes and to help at home, personality  

factors entered into the p ic tu re , attendance was unsatis factory, and 

closer pup il-teacher relationships were desired  as w ell as pupil-school 

re la tionsh ips. Inadequate cu rric u lu m  offerings, outmoded instructional 

procedures, and lim ite d  guidance service form ed the bases fo r reasons 

given by drop-outs fo r e a rly  school leaving.

Socio-economic status and student im m atu rity  as reasons fo r  

e a rly  school leav in g . The reasons stated by the parents of the school 

lea vers  in A dam s-Frien dsh ip  High School showed a degree of 

discrepancy when com pared to the reasons given by th e ir  ch ildren .
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G en era lly , tran s fe r to another school, pregnancies during the school 

te rm , joining the arm ed fo rces, and only one parent providing a poor 

home situation fo r the child were the m a jo r reasons given. Socio­

economic status of the parent in  the community and im m a tu rity  of the 

pupil fo rm  the bases fo r reasons given by the drop-outs' parents  

for e a rly  school leaving .

Transient w orkers as reasons fo r non- attendance and school 

leaving at A dam s-Frien dsh ip  High School. In  making a com parison  

w ith A dam s-Frien dsh ip  and the two schools in  close p ro x im ity , the 

investigator found quite a b it of d isagreem ent. The annual attendance 

was found to be much low er and the number of drop-outs h igher at 

Adams -F rien d sh ip  as com pared to Mauston and W estfield High  

Schools.

The m a jo rity  of absences and drop-outs in the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  

study was found in the freshm an and sophomore years . P re va ilin g  

reasons in  o rd er of im portance fo r absences were w ork and illn e s s .

The average age of the non-drop-out was found to be fifteen  years ,

six months; whereas, the average age of the drop-out was sixteen ye ars ,

eleven months.

In  the opinion of the investigator, the afore mentioned reasons  

resu lted fro m  the occupational background of a la rg e  number of parents . 

A pproxim ate ly  eighty per cent of the 1 ,400  people in  Adam s, W isconsin,
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w ere ra ilro a d  w o rkers  and w ere tran s fe rred  p e rio d ic a lly , 

n .  R EC O M M EN D A TIO N S FO R  A D A M S -F R IE N D S H IP  H IG H SCHOOL

The A dam s-Frien dsh ip  study, 1954-1955, endeavored to 

explore the re lationship of non-attendance to the incidence of 

drop-outs . In the study opinions of students, parents , and teachers  

w ere com pared. Some of these opinions m ay have been prejudiced  

and biased.

Since the study was c a rr ie d  on fo r only a y e a r, many factors  

m ay have been a lte red  o r changed at the school.

Recommendations could be made in  the following areas:

1. Weakness was found in  the guidance fa c ilit ie s . The rem oval 

of such weaknesses would tend to keep some potential drop­

outs in school.

2 . A  need fo r health fa c ilitie s  has been revealed . The desire  

fo r  a county health nurse could be expressed vigorously to 

the Adams County W elfare  D epartm ent.

, 3. Possibly weaknesses were shown in  the cu rricu lu m  offerings, 

A dditional subjects added to the cu rricu lu m  where there  

is a definite need would also be a fac to r in  attaining high 

attendance and low ering the num ber of drop-outs.
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Adam s, Wisconsin  
October 8, 1955

M r .  M . E . K jeseth  
Superintendent of Schools 
Mauston, Wisconsin

D ear S ir:

This is to introduce Kenneth E . R ipp le . He is a faculty  
m em ber of the A dam s-Frien dsh ip  High School and is curren tly  
com piling data fo r a professional paper as a requirem ent fo r a M a s te r 's  
degree in Education at Montana State U n iv e rs ity .

M r .  R ipple is  making a study of attendance in re la tio n  to the 
incidence of drop-outs at our high school. We have decided that in 
m aking the study m ore revea lin g , a com parison of item s re la ting  to 
attendance could be made w ith  two neighboring schools of com ­
parable enro llm en t.

M r .  R ipple w ill be present at your school on October 24 at 
one o 'c lock. I f  this tim e is a lread y  blocked out in your schedule would 
you set a tim e and reco rd  the same on the enclosed postal card?

Sincerely yours.

A . H . Loken  
Superintendent of 

Schools 
Adam s, Wisconsin
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