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CHAPTWR 1

INTRODUCTION, PTRPOSE,

DELIMITATION, AWD PROCFDU '®

I, INTRODUCTION
The effectlveness of the education of American wonth
' 1s g0 vital to our nation that it shounld be measured as sc-

curately as possible. Criticized from vithont as our edu-
cational institutions are, it is Important that the schools
themselves determine hov efficient their teaching really 1s.

A master machinist can tool certaln mechanical fit-
tings to an accuracy of one-one hundred thousandth of an
inch. But in secondary education, where the hlgh school
graduate 1s the finlshed product, no such degree of accur-
scy can be achleved. Instead, 1t 1s possible to determine
only roughly the success of our schools by the way in vhich
high school =zraduates fit into industry and soclety., Fven
here esducators have been slow in avvlving measures that

might determine the usabilitv of the graduates! trainine.

IT. PURPCSE
The purpose of thls study was to make a limited
evaluation of the services offered to the students of the
Victor High Schocl. This was accompllished through a survey
of the graduates of the Victor High School for a period of
seven years, 1947 to 19583 inclusive. Information and sugces-
tions for improvement were sought from these young people.

-1-
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A very thoughtful and critical report from those
closest to the educational program of the Victor High
School should be very helpful. Such a report would ob-
viously come from the graduates of the schoocl. Thev vonld
be the ones who would have profited by the school's teach-
ings, or who would have suffered becanse of an inadequate
background. A follow-up of this tvpe 1s regarded by many
educators as an important means of measuring an education-
al program.

It is hoped that the followlng purposes may be
reallzed from this study:

1. 7To determine the practicality of courses offered
by the Victor High School in helping a graduate earn a liv-
ing.

2. To learn if the present high school curriculum
13 broad enough to meet the needs of present day soclety.

3. To obtain suggestions for the improvement of the
present hich school program,

4, To serve as a basls for an enlarged and broad-
ened guidance program in the local school.

5. To find out the wesknesses of high school teach-

ers as measursd by the vraduates.

ITI. DKLIMITATION

There are certuin weaknesses and limitatlons of this

study vhich should be recognized. They are as follows:

l. Limited numbers. The Vietor High School was

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



not a large school. GResponses received might not have been
as representative as would have been the opinions of a lara-
er cross-section.

2. Years selected. The years 1947 to 1953 inclusive

vere taken for this study. Certainly no seven years during
the past half-century could have been selected as 'repre-
sentative’'. It 1s posslbly unfortunate that the period
Immedlately folloving orld "'ar II should have been used.
However, 1t was felt that graduates of this era wonld not be
far enough removed from their high school to have lost sight
of 1ts effect upon theilr lives.

2, dmestionnalres returned., As only a little over

75% of the querles were answered, this wonld tend to cut

dovn the validlty of the study.

4, Fersonal opinions, Tersonal 1likes or prejudices

of the iIndividual graduates would obviously tent to color
the responses.

Despite these limitations, replies recelved should
provide a valuable background for anticlipated changzes in the
educational program of the Victor High School. Vany of these

suggestions might well be apnlicable to any high school.

Iv. PROCEDU™R
Before a survey of this type could be made, it was
necessarv to plan a course of action, This involved a
decision as to the feasibilitv of such a study and rhether

or not any worth-while outcomes might result. Tt seemed
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reasonable to belleve that definite beneflits vould be
derived from a follow-up studv of the Vietor digh School
graduates.

Following the decision to make such a study, the
writer drew up a gquestionnaire vhich was malled or per-
sonally delivered to graduates throuch the vears 1947 to
19563 inclusive. Of the ninety-nine graduates, one could
not be located. (nce the data had been collected, the
material was classified and a summarization made. From

this the final report of the study was prepared,
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AYAPTER TT

DRSATIPTINW QR TR COTINTY

THR SCHOOL DISTICT, AMD TH®R SCHONI SvVSTHM

Ravalll County. Located in the extreme southwestern

part of Montana, iavalll County is almost identical vith the
Biltterroot Valley. It 1s bounded on the west by the famous
Bitterroot range and on th east and southeast by the more
gently rolling Sapphire Mountains, The county has an area
of 2,391 square mlles and 1s approximately elghtv miles
long and thirty-five miles wilde. According to the 1950
census, the county population was 13%,101. Tnited States
Highway 93 traverses the entire lensth of the countvy, run-
ning almost true north and south. The climate of the vallev
1s moderate with a mean summer temperature of 63° Fahrenhelt
and a mean winter temperature of 23.4° Fahrenheit. The aver-
age altitude is about 3,500 feet. The area is seml-arid wilth
an average rainfall of 10.71 inches.l
The Biltterroot River dlvides the valley 1into the
designated areas known as the "east side” and the "west
side”., The east side, possessing a large acrease of rich,

gentlyv-rolling land, 1s easily irrigsted and is considered

to be the richer part of the valley. The west side, rising

ITaTter F. Baumgartel, A Social Study of liavalli County,
Montana, Bulletin Number 160 (Bozeman, NMontana, Azricultural
Fxperiment Station, 1923), np. =5.

~5-
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more abruptly from the river, is cut by perennlal streams
flowlng from glaclal lakes high in the Bitterroots, The
soll on the west slde 1s conslidered to be of somevhat poor-
er quallty, belng underlaid by gravel beds that frequently
crop out on the surface, Lumbering, farming, and stock-

ralsing are the chief industries.

The school district, Victor, Nontana 1s the soclal

center for this school district. As agriculture is the
primary industrv, the town itself is quite small, being
composed for the greater part of business men and retirtd
farmers, School District Mumber 7 lies for the most part
on the vest side of the Bltterroot Piver, with a smaller
area extending across the river to the east.

There are no industries in the towvm itself. Three
general stores, twvo garages, a drug store, a bank, a hard-
ware store, a blacksmith shop, two restaurants, and a beer
parlor make up the business section of the town.

Dalrying and beef cattle production constitutes
most of the farming. However, 1t 13 supplemented with
berry and truck farmine, sheep, poultry, swine productlon,
hsy, grain, beets, and peas.

As of 1952-53, the complete valuation of the dis-
triet was 11,766,206, and the taxable valuation was
*507,475. The district itself 1s a second class district.

The board of trustees therefore consists of five members.

The school. The school plant consists of a hirh
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school and grade school all housed in one building. The
system originally consisted of two buildings, In 1950 a
new buillding program was begun resultling in the addition
of four new classrooms, a school cafeteria and kitchen,
and new quarters for the superintendent. The new con-
struction joilned the two older bulldings into one struc-
ture that 11es in the shape of a "U". The high school,
plus the seventh and eighth grades, occuples both floors
of the original school building.

When this study was made, the high school was fully
aceredited by the State Department of Publlc Instruction.
The high school faculty consisted qf five full time teach-
ers, In addition, the music instructor devoted one hour
dally to the high school music program, and the superin-
tendent taught one or two classes In science. Besldes the
usual high school courses, a fairly complete commercial
course was offered. Shop and agriculture were also taught
to the junior and senlor boys. The enrollment of the high
school had averaged over sixty for the past ten years.

At the time of this writing, the high school cur-
riculum included the folloving courses: four years of
Tnglish, journalism, citizenship and occupations (each
taught one semester), sociology and economics, gensral
science, blology, typing, shorthand, bookkeeping, American
and world history, general mathematics, algebra, and shov.
Geometry and agriculture vere offered every other vear,and

certaln other courses, such as advanced shorthand,were

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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offered vhen the demand was great enough. Band and chorus
provided a means of enriching the currienlum,

Chemistry, physles, and one year of home econorics
were offered in 1946 and 1947 but had not been taught since
that time., Physlcal educatlion was compulsory during the
freshman and sophomore years for boys and girls allke and
could be elected during the last two years,

Extra-curricular activitles played an important part
in high school 11ife. For the boys, competitlve teams in six-
man football, basketball, track, tennls, and baseball were
maintained, The =lrls! pep club composed the cheering sec-
tion, and the girls also competed with teams from other
schools 1in tennis. A school nerspaper and an annual provid-
ed practlcal experlence for those with journalistic interests.
The school band and chorus took part in many programs during
the year and participated in county and state festivals.
Class offlicers and the student council gave students an

opportunity to take part 1In directing school activitiles.
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CHAPT®R ITIT
COVPARISON VITH PRRVINTS FTLATT™D STINIFS

The importance of the follov-up study as a means
of evaluating the high school program cannot be denied,

Such studies are belng encouraged by the Department of
Public Instruction of Nontana as well as the School of
Education at the Montana State University, Missoula,
Montana.

Three simllar studies have been completed in Montana
in recent years. One of these studles, that of Mr. Tarl
Fisherl, who made a study of the high school graduates of
Hot Springs, Montana, 1s 1like this one, a survey of a small
High school. Mr. Flsher's study included one hundred grad-
uates over a period of five vears, whereas this study in-
volved ninetyv-nine graduates over a seven yvear perilod, Thls
study varles from that of Mr. "isher's in that he sought in-
formation pertaining to the graduates' attitude toward econ-
omic gains resulting from high school trainlng; this writer
hoped to obtain graduates' opinion on such matters as worth-

while outcomes in relation to social adjustment.

IEarl Flsher, "A Survey of the Graduates from the
Hot Springs, !'ontana High School for the Vears 1946-1950
Inclusive” (Unoublished Professional Paper, Montana State
University, Missoula, 1952),

-9—
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The other two studles were much larger in scope.
Mr. Stuart k. “itscheng, in a survev made at Fonan High
School, nonan, Montana, mailed questionnaires to thres
hundred slxty~seven former students, whlle Mr. Saymond
Hokanson®, making a similar study at Libby High School,
Libby, Montana, contacted one hundred sixty-two grad-
uates, Mr, Hokanson secured a return of one hundred
two or 62.5 per cent, while Mr., Fitschen received a re-
turn of €1 per cent.

In Mr. Hokanson's study the graduates were request-
ed to evaluate the courses then offered at Libbv High
School. He partlcularlv stressed the importance of serv-
ing vouth through the high school and inquired as to the
practicality of school courses.

Kr, Stuart E, Fitschen broke dovn the courses offer-
ed at the honan High School into "most valuable”, "least
valuable", and "recommended" courses that every boy and
girl should take, He also asked for 1ideas, suggestions,
and criticisms of courses offered at that time.

It was the desire of this wrlter that some of the

practical and useful information obtained from these three

2Ravmond Hokanson, "A Follow-up Study of the Graduates
of Libby, Montana Hich School for the Vears 1946-1950" (Unpub-
lished Professional Paver, Montana State Tnlversity, Missoulse,
1048,

“Stuart ¥. Fitschen, "A Tollow-up Study of 194°-1951
High School Graduates of Konan, Wontana (Impublished ®ro-
fessional FPaper, Montana State University, Missoula, 1948),
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studies would be reflected on this paper. Also, he attempt-
ed to gilve additional information such as suggestions as

to how teachers might better assist students, values de-
rived from extra-curricular activities, and actual useful-

ness of subject matter in his or her particular vosition,
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CHAPTFR IV

PRESFNTATION OF FINDINAS

Number returning questionnalires. Ninetv-eight of

the ninety-nine graduates from the Vietor High School for
the seven yesr perlod, 1947 to 1953 inclusive, were contact-
ed and malled or given questionnalres. A complete copy of
the questionnalre appears in the appendix, pages 49 through
53. One graduate conld not be located. The number return-
ing questionnaires was seventy-six., The total per cent of
questionnaires returned wvas 76.8.

As Indicated by Table I, page 13, highest percenta~e
of returns were received from the classes of 1947 and 1949
with each group returning 88.2 per cent of the questionnaires.
Lowest returns were from the class of 1952 in which only
66,7 per cent replied. The girls were slightly more co=-
operative in this regard, as thirty-seveﬁ of the forty-sev-
en girl graduates returned questionnaires for a percentare
of 738.7 compared to thirty-nine of the fifty~-two bovs vho

returned 75 per cent.

Marital status of graduates. Of the thirty-nine

boys returning questionnalres, fifteen, or 38.5 per cent,

were married (see Table I1I, page 14). Of the thirty-seven

girls replying, thirty-one or 83.8 per cent,were married.

A11 of the girls, with the exception of one, from the first
-12-
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TABLE I

VICTOR HIGH SCHOOL P3ADUAT™S
ANS*FRING FOILOT=UP JUTSTIAVTTAINTS

1947-1953

Year Class Number Number Total Per cent

Total Boys Girls Answers of Class

1946-1947 17 11 6 14 38.82
1947-1948 16 9 7 11 68.8
1948-1949 17 9 8 15 83.2
1949-1950 14 6 8 12 85.7
1950-1951 10 6 4 7 70.0
1951-1952 12 5 7 8 66.7
1952-1953 13 6 7 9 69.°
Totals 99 52 47 76 76.8
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TABLE II

MARITAL STATUS OF GRADUATES OF
VICTOR HISH SCHOOL

1947-1953
Year Varried Not Married Total
Boys Girls Boys zirls

1946-1947 5 5 4 0 14
1947-1948 4 4 3 0 11
1948-1949 2 7 5 1 15
1949-1950 1 3 6 2 12
1950-1951 1 3 3 0 7
1951-1952 1 6 1 0 8
1952-19503 1 2 2 4 9

Totals 15 30 24 7 76
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three classes were marvried. Fossibly the fact that tventy-
one of the thirty-nine boys answering vere in the military
service or had been released recentlv accounted for the
much lower incldence of marriagse,

Location of graduates. Of the seventy-six erad-

uates returning quest%onnaires, twenty-six, or 34.2 per
cent, of the group were stlll located in Ravalll County.
Elghteen of these listed Victor as thelr home. This
figure could be misleading in that some of these graduates
were in the Armed Forces or attendlng college but still
claimed Victor as thelr home. Thils may be affirmed by
reference to Table III, page 16, The same was also true
of some of the former students living in other states. The
eight graduates living abroad were all in the service or
were wives of servicemen. Tabulations on this appear in
Table IV, page 17.

Missoula, the largest city near Ravalll County, had
become the home of elghteen graduates. The number of in-
dustries there made 1t possible for many of them to secure
work, particularly in the sawmills and on the railroad.
Kavalll County was principally a rural area offering little
opportunity for vear around work except in some of the saw-
mills and on a limited number of the farms, The fact that
most of the work was seasonal in nature caused many of the
graduates to migrate to larger towns,

Institutions of hirsher learning attended. Twenty-

seven, or 35.5 per cent, of the graduates for the period

t
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TABLE III
LOCATION OF GRADUATES OF VICTOR HIGH SCHOOL

NOW LIVING IN MONTAWA
1947-1953

YAVALLI COTINTY

Location Tirls Boys Total
Victor 8 10 18
Hamilton z 3 6
Corvallis 1 1l 2
Total 12 14 26

ELSEWHERE IN MONTAWA

Location Girls Boys Total
Anaconda 0 1 1
Bozeman 1 1 2
Butte 0 1 1l
Deer Lodge 1 0 1l
Dillon 1 3 4
Drwmmond l 0 1
Great Falls 1 0 1
Lolo i 0 2
Missoula 12 6 18
Poplar 0 1 1
Total 19 13 32
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TABLE IV
LOCATION OF "RADUATES OF VICTOR HIRH SCHOOL

NOW LIVIVG QUTSIDE OF MOVTANA
1947-1953

CUT-0F=~STATR

Location tirls Boys Total
Arizona 0 l 1l
Californla 0 1 1
wash., D,C, 0 1l 1l
Florida 1l 0 1
Georgia 0 1 1l
Idaho 2 o} 2
Texas 0 1 1l
#ashington 2 0 2
Total 5 5 10

FOR®IGN COUNTRIWS

Location Girls Boys Total
Al aska 0 1 1
England 0 1 1
Germany 1l 1 2
Guam 1 0 1
Japan 0 1 1
In transit 0 2 2
Total 2 6 8
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1947 to 1953 attended colleges or vocational schools fol-
lowing graduation from Victor High School as shown in
Table V, page 19. Of this group, four had received Bach-
elor's degrees from Montana State University or from
Montana State College. Four boys had dropped from college
to enter the Armed Forces. Three boys, upon completion of
thelr college work, entered the Armed Forces as commis-
sioned officers. It was also interesting to note that
sixteen, of the boys in the Armed Forces attended ninsteen
different military schools,

The fleld of educatlon appeared to be of most inter-
est to students attending college as sixteen majored in this
course. Forestry, music, and agriculture were also popular
fields with the Victor graduates. One graduate was major-
ing in journalism and one in business administration. All
professional schools attended by former students were out-
of-state schools. These favored business and mechanical
trades.

Plans to continne education. Slxteen graduates not

attending school planned to continue thelr education in the
near future. 0f this group, four were girls. They vere eith-
er housewives living in cities in which a college was located
or girls working and saving money to attend college later.
Most of the tvelve boys who planned to continue their edu-

cation vere iIn the Armed Forces,

lmployment record. G@Graduates were requested to

classify themselves into ten categorles as shovn in Table VI,
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TARI.E V

WDUCATICITAL INSTITUTIOVS ATTRND®FD R
GlADUATES OF VICTOF HIGH SnHOCT,
1947-109563

Colleges and Tniversities

Montana State University, Vissoula, Moatana 8
Montana State College, Bozeman, Montana 3
estern Montana Collece of Tducation, Dillon, Montana 10
Phoenix Junior College, fhoenix, Arizona 1
Total 22
Frofesrional 3chools
Kinman Business University, Spokane, " ashington 1
Manson Business School, San Francisco, Californla 1
Commerclal Trades Institute, Chicago, Illinols 1l
Portlend Diesel School, Portland, Oregon 1
Utilities Englneering Institute, Chicago, Illinois 1
Total 5
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TABLF VI

THE FMPLOYMENT RECORD OF
THE MRADUAT®S OF VICTOR HIMH <0HONL
1947-1953

Present status Girls Boys

Attending college 4 8
Attending other schools 0 0
mployed part time 4 3
Employed full time 4 15
T;mporarily unemployed 2 3
Housewlves =27 0
Military ' 0 11
Self-employed 0 1
Tlnable to work 1 0

Nther
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page 20. The total figure did not tallvy with the sum of
those appearing under each heading as some vere listed under
tvo catercories. For example, several bovs were vorking oart
time and attending collece, and several housewives were em-
plored part time.

Five students were temporarilv unemnloved. Threas
i ere boys vho vere recentlv dlschar~ed from the militarvw
service,

A more complete break-down of graduates according
to occupations 1s shown in Table VII, page 22. This is
not necessarlly an authentlc occupatlonal classification
but merely the writer's tabulated Interpretatlon of occu-
pations. As in Table VI, there was some duplication in
occupations, for some persons appeared under two classifi-
cations, For this reason, the total figure dild not corres-
pond with the numbar of returns received.

The number of persons eneaged Iin professional work
totaled only four of the entire seventv-six returns recelv-
ed. The fact that manvy graduates were still students or in
the military service might suegest that this partienlar
class would grov considerably in the next few years.

hanagerial and self-employed also made up only a
small part of the total sgrouping. A number of those enter-
ed in other classifications vwvere planning to enter this cat-
egory later on, "Being my own boss" was the ambition of
many of the former graduates,

The large number of persons emploved by the forest
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TABLW% VII

TRADUATRES OF VICTOR HISH SCHOOL

CLASSIFIND ACCORDIMF TO OCCUPATIONS
1947-1953

Classification

Boys

Girls

Total

TI

IIT

v

VI

VII

WVIII

IX

Professional
Teachlng

Managerial
Fi1lling Station Operator

Self-employed
Farming

Business and Clerical
Tecretary
Bookkeeper
Sales Clerk
Cashier

Agricultural and Forestry
Forest Service
Farm worker
Timber worker

Skilled VY.orker
Electrical Technleian
Telegraph Operator
.elder
Fireman (R.R.)

Diesel Mechanlie

Semi-skilled orker
Railroad 'orker
elder's Felper

Tmskilled "orker
Sugar Factory orker
Laborer
1altress

Housewife

Other
Attending School,
Military, Tnemployed

Lo | ol e (AR & OO0

O (o3 )

19

20 COoOQ0O0 OO0 HRow

220

~3
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service and rallroad conld be exnlained by the fact that
8 deslire for a better, more secure position was the ambi-
tion of many young men, particularly those more recently
married or just returning from the service.

A"sampling" of the different types of work was in-
dicted by the number of positions held by Victor High
Scehool graduates. The thirty-nine bovs had held a total
of one hundred ten jobs for two months or longer. This
indicated an average of 2,82 jobs per person. The thirty-
seven girls had held fiftv-four jobs or an averace of 1.6
jobs per person., Vo doubt the summer positions held by
students and the fact that manr of the potential military
personnel vere interested mainly in temporary jobs that
were easy or paid high salarles accounted for some of this
change.

Vocation as planned. In response to the question,
'"To what extent 1s your present job llke the type of work
you thought you would follow when vou left high school?",
responses varled a great deal., Twelve girls and seven boys
stated that it was as plan-ed. Two reirls and five bovs
stated that it was similar. Four glrls and eleven bovs
said it wes nothling 1like thev had exvected 1t to be. Two
boys still had hopes of pursuing work as originally planned
although at the time of this writing theyv vere emploved in
a different type of work. ighteen girls and fourteen bovs
did not answer question number elght,

Courses useful to those 1n the Armed Forces, Trventy

~raduates in the Armed rforces, or recent discharees, answered
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question ten, In what vay has your high school e~ducation
been helpful to you?" fThree found high schonl tralning of
no use, and four replied that it was of some value. Tour
found that the commerclal courses had ensblsd them to se-
cure more deslrable positions, while two found mathematics
and Engllish benefited them to a great extent. Seven repli-
ed that a high school education had permitted them to ad-
vance faster than their associates who lacked this prepara-
tion.

vhy this type of work was selected. Sixty-nine

graduates replied to that portlon of chart eleven relating
to the reason for job selectlion as presented on Table VITI,
page ?5. It was interesting to note that for the bovs the
reasons for the choice of the filrst job following eraduation
were high salary, availability, located near home, and inter-
esting work; whereas, Quccessive jobs reflected a more ma-
ture reason for selection. Lducatlonal work, steady em-
ployment, interesting work, and high salary were bases for
later selection. Of those 1n the military serviece, three
gave no cholce as the reason for the present type of work.
Two girls married immediately following graduation and had
never held a position of any kind.

Chances for advancement., Bovs and girls who had

entered more permanent emplovment such as teachine, work
on the rallroad and in the forest service, business and
clerical work, and skilled and semi-skilled emovlomment,
felt that opvortunities for advancemsant vere ‘good to

excellent . Thls group represented seventeen replies, Tn
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TABLE VIII

CLASSIFIED ANS' FRS TO THE QUESTION
"'"HY DID YOU DECIDE ON THIS WORK?"
AS ANSTERED BV THE ARADUATRS OF VICTOR FIZH SCHOOL
1947-19563

Reasons for Selection Boys

Girls

Steady employment
Fducatlonal work

High salary

Interesting work

Outdoor work

Only Jjob avallable

Qualified for this work
Like to meet people

Useful experience

Need to earn money

Need money for college

Like llvestock and machinery
Like this type of work

Good preparation for future profession
Seasonal work

No cholce

Close to home

Unmarked

COUNDVUVNHFRVUWOVDDVWWR DU,

BRHOOOVOHUNDNBWO G &N

8,
5o}

Total

.}
(o2}

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



the Armed Forees opportunities for promotion ranged from
"poor" to "good". <Vone of the military personnel planned
to make the army or navy a life-time career, ork of a
temporary nature, such as a position in the sugar factory
or certaln tvpes of summer vork for the forest service
offered 1little hope for future imorovement.

_“eason for leaving position. Fntering the Armed

Service and oprortunity for a more advanced or permanent
position were primary reasons for boys to change positions,
In the case of the girls, marriage was the main reason for
leaving a job. A further break-down of thils material was
made 1in tabular form, Table IX, page 27.

Higzh school courses most useful. A number of the

courses taken while in high school proved to be of some
benefit to graduates In regard to their different positions.
Some courses, such as commercial subjects, were completelvy
responsible for all the training the graduates had in cer-
tain fields. Courses such as mathematics, shop, sclence,
and English proved to be useful in helving the graduates to
qualify for certain types of work. Several replied that
all courses vere useful elther directly or indirectlv,
while two boys who entered the Armed Forces replled that
physical education and sports vere helpful during thelr
recruit training period. s more complete coverare of the
responses to this item will be found in Table AI, page Z0.

High school courses taken. Table X, page 28, list

the number of graduates who have taken the conrses offered
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TABLE IX

CLASSIFIED ATISU'FRS TO THE QUESTION
"WHY DID V0Tl LFAVE YO'R PLACE OF EMPLOVIENT?!
AS ANSWFRED BY THE GRADUATES OF THE VICTOR HIGH SCHCCL
1947-19563

Reasons for Leaving Position Boys Girls

Drafted or enlisted in Armed Forces 1l
Marriage

iiork not steady

Returned to college

Poor salary

Opportunity for more desirable position
Joined husband in Armed Forces

Il1lness or injury

Seasonal employment

Poor working conditlons

Unable to do work

neturned to Montana

OQONVHMOODOWMODWO WM
HHAFOUONDONDONNO

v
N
[Ay]
P

lTotal rdeplylng
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TARLE X

CLASSIFIED RESULTS OF STBJEGCTS TAR®N IV HIRH SCHCOL
AND DESIRABILITY CF OTHER SUBJFCT3
AS REPORTD BV THE ARADMATES OF THE VICTOR WISH SCHFONL

1947-1953
Number No. 'ishing Yo. Yishing They
Course Taking They Had Fad T"orked
Course Taken Course Harder In Course

Agriculture 33 1l 9
Algebra 75 0 25
American History 76 0 10
Band 23 6 8
Biology 68 1 12
Bookkeeping 27 24 11
Chemistry 15 22 6
Chorus 43 4 S
Citlzenship 64 0 10
Economics 26 13 7
Fnglish 76 0 22
Gen'l Math. 33 6 12
Gen'l Science 74 0 12
Ceometry 55 6 14
Home Ec. 14 15 2
Health 12 5 1
Journalism 52 4 7
Occupations 44 6 6
Office Pract. 15 12 2
Physical Ed 65 1 5
Physlcs 13 9 6
Shorthand 21 19 9
Soelology 16 8 4
Spanish 6 14 2
Typing 65 7 19
oodshop 30 4 6
world History 76 0 6
Civices 3 0 0
Library ko) 0 0
Theology 1 0 0
" HKadlo 3 0 0
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at the Victor High School during the past seven vears,

In addition, several graduates who transferred from other
high school or who tock courses bv correspondence have
listed courses not available at the local school. Some of
the courses which were mentioned had been taught only once
or twice during the seven wvear period surveved, making kt
avallable to only a limited number of graduates,

Some former students wished they had worked harder in
every course mentloned, with algebra, English, typing, geome-
try, blology, general mathematlies, general sclence, and book-
keeping classified In that order. Twenty-four graduates
regretted not having taken bookkeeplingz, twentv-two wanted
chemistrv, and nineteen needed shorthand. C(ther courses
listed in order of their desirabllitv were home economics,
Spanish, and economics.

Courses helpful since graduation. The gquestion was

asked of graduates as to which courses had been most useful

in making a living, getting along with people, enjoving life,
participation 1in community affairs, and in meeting their ob-
ligations as a citizen. In most cases, the variety of answers
suggested that possibly additions to the curriculum mirht

be of more value than some of the sourses offered for the
period studied In meeting certain demands of societwv,

Tyidence hearine this out will be found in Table XI,

page °9,
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TABLW XI

CTASSIFITD ANS ™S TO THR QUFSTTON
" HICH COU73IRS HAV™® HWTPFD vOIT MrosT?
AS RFPO TED BY THE G ADTATES OF VICTOR 9WIGH SCFOCL
1947-1953

Making Getting #¢njoying Community Obligations

Course a Along 1 4ith Affairs as a
Living People Life citizen
Agriculture 10 0 o 0 0
Citizenship 3 19 2 25 30
Commercial 21 0 2 0 0
English 12 18 5 14 5
History 1l 2 0 3 10
Mathematlcs 20 0 2 0 0
Music 0 1 6 5 0
Journalism 1 0 4 0 0
Occupations 2 1l 0 0 0
Physlcal E4. 0 15 23 4 0
Sclence 2 0 3 0 0
Soclology 1 6 2 4 3
Shop 3 0 4 0 0
All 4 0 N 1 4
None 2 4 4 3 1
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TABLE XII

CLASSIFIED ANS"AS TO THE "UESTION
™ MOR® HRLPFIL?'

"DO VOU FEEL THAT VCTH TRACHRAS COTLD HAVE BW

AS ANSWknED BY ''hE 3ADUATES OF VICTCT HIGH SCHOCT

1947-19582

itays In hich More Helpful. Ves No
In teaching of thelr courses” 40 14
In offerling more help in guldance? 36 15
In providing vocational guldance® 33 15
In recreational activities® 16 26
Other-
Stimulate creative abllity 1
Instruct in how to study 1
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How teachers could have been more helpful, Four

general ways in which teachers misht have been more helvn-
ful were suggested and verifications of this w111l be found
in Table XII, page 31. Forty graduates were of the op-
inion that the teachers could have been more helpful in
teaching their courses. Fonrteen falled to see how teach-
ers could have given more aid. Approximately the same
number of graduates felt that more help was needed in
guidance and In vocational guldance. The recreational pro-
gram as supervised by teachers was apparently sufficient
a8 only sixteen felt that they could have benefited more
from 1it,

Characteristics g£ teachers. Graduates were asked

to 1list the characteristics of the best teacher they had
whille in high school. A total of over two hundred respons-
es were recelved, Those responses having the same aporoxi-
mate meaning were classified under one general term., Twen-
ty of the most frequently listed responses will be found in
'able XIII, page 33. It was Interesting to note that help-
fulness and ability to maintain disclpline were revorted
the greatest number of times.

In comparison to these qualities, no interest 1n
subject or student and being unable to exvlain material
were listed as the chief characteristics of the poorest

teacher. For confirmation of this see Table XIV, page

A4 .
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TABLE XIII

"CHARACTERISTICS OF BWST (TACH®R
VOU HAD IN HIGH SCHCOLY
AS REPORTED BY THE RADUATES OF VICTCR HIGH SCHOOL

1947-1953

Characteristics Number

of Best Teacher Reporting
Helpful 27
Vaintained discipline 20
Understanding 15
Knowledge of subject matter 15
Sense of humor 15
Interested in students 15
Made subject interesting 12
Friendly 12
Able to put material across 10

Fair and impartial 8
Pleasing personsality 7
r.ell-rounded character 5
Co-operative 4
Patient 4
Prompt 4
Inspired students to work 4
Interested in work 3
Practlcal 3
Conslderate z
Dependable 3
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TARLE XIV

TCHARACTFRISTICS OF POCRRST TRAGH®?
VOU HAD IV HIRH SCHONL"
1947-1953

Characteristics Number
of Poorest Teacher neporting

No interest iIn subject or student 16
Unable to explain materlal 15
Poor disgcipline

Partial

Lack of understanding

Inadequate education

Not helpful

Unpleasant personality

Accused wrongfully

Could not hold interest of class
Too old

Inefficlent

Impatient

IInfalr

Disagreeable

Did not care

Sarcastic

Bull headed

GO RUWDdd OO O®
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New courses that might be taught. The titles of

ten possible new courses that might be added to the currie-
ulum of the Victor High School were suggested. Comments
were Invited as to reasons why these courses should be
added.

Twenty-five students felt that conservation should
be taught. Fourteen graduates felt that it was highly im-
portant that we conserve our dwindling resourses in the
Unlted States. Seven sald that students should be taught
how to prevent waste, while flve sald conservation was
everybody's job.

Only thirteen favored consumer economics as an ad-
ditional course, while eleven thouzht mechanical drawing
should be added to the curriculum,

Thirty-nine graduates expressed a deslire to see a
course 1n marriage and famllv relationshlp taught 1In high
school. Fourteen said 1t would be valuable, vhile ten
thought it would be important as a means of teaching the
dutlies and obligations of married life.

All thirty-seven girls desired the addition of home
economics to the curriculmm, "Fvery girl needs this course,"”
seventeen of them stated, "as all will be homemakers at some
time", WNethods and newest 1deas In home living would help
all zirls, elght of them stated,

Metal shop would be a good addition according to

seventeen bovys. The same number stated they would like to
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see a course In vocational agriculture taught in the
Victor High School. There were 43.6 per cent of the boys
who favored these two courses.

Fifty-two of the graduates favored a course in safe-
ty education and driver training. Thus 68.4 per cent of
those answering felt 1t was needed. Fifteen stated that
it was Important that youth be irpressed vith the need for
safe driving habits.

Public speaking was selected as a subject which all
people need by forty-five former students. The importance
of polse and confidence when expressing view points makes
1t vital, according to elghteen of those who answered.

In addition, thirteen added that it was a subject which
everyone needed.

Other courses suggested were advanced mathematics,
chemistry, Spanish, office machines, Latin, auto mechanics,
electronlcs, advanced bookkeeping, and aeronautics. Mot
more than two Individuals suggested any one of these sub-

jects, however,

High school activities, Fifty-five of the seventy-

six alumnl answering the questionnalre particlpated in
athletics., This embraced 72.4 per cent of the entire
group. Only one other activity, dramatics, 1n which 73.7
per cent took part, exceeded athleties in popularity.
Twenty-eight and nine-tenths per cent of the graduates
l1isted band as an activity in which they participated.

This low figure may be accounted for by the fact that band
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TABL® XV

HIAH SCHOCL AGTIVTTIWG ®VIAGED IV
BY ARADITATTS OF  VICTOF HIAH SCHOCT

1947-1953
Number *ho Number Who Activity
Activity Took Fart '1shed Thev Had as
Taken Part ‘orth "hile

Yes  To

Athletics 55 1 45 2
Band 22 8 14 2
Class office 38 8 33 0
Chorus 41 1 33 1
Dramatics 56 2 47 2
Pep club 37 1 24 2
Publications 32 3 29 0
Student council 30 10 27 1l
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TABLE XVI

LASTING RENFFITS
DFRIVFD FrOM ®XTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
AS R¥PORTED BV GRADUATES OF VICTOR HITH SCHOOL
1947-1953

Ways in 'hich Beneficlal Mumber Tevlving

Tetting along with people 23
Cooperation 12
Broadened educational program
Helped to become a good sport

Better relationship with others

o N N~

Means of galning self-confidence
Made school 1ife more interesting

Means of better socisl adaptation

B L &

Means of becoming more independent

Improved health

A}

Felt more a part of the school

Kept up morale

N N N

Became more understanding
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was dropped from the curriculum for a number of years., It
was reactivated in 1947. Thus a poll at the time of this
writing would find many more participants. The general
consensus of opinion was that activities were worthwhile.
Tabulations concerning activities may be found in Table

XV, page ~7.

Beneflts from extra-curricular activities. hen

asked 1f sny lasatling beneflits were derived from taking ex-
tra-curricular activlities, only four graduates replied , "Wo",
as compared to fifty-five who stated that values of life-
long importance were derived from such activities. A more
complete statement of reasons why these activities were use-
ful 1is shown in Table XVI, page 8.

then asked 1f too mmuch school time was devoted to
extra-curricular activities, fifty-six said, 'No", while
seven said, "Ves". This attitude was in keeping with the
national trend of thought that all activities are learning
activities and might profitably become part of the curricu-

lum.

Personal values derlved from high school education.

Ansvers on values derlved from the gradunates' high school
education varied from wasted time to means of securing a
job. Broadening of attlitude toward life, becomlng a better
citizen and nelghbor, more independent, and more apprecla-

tive of the blessings of democracy were a few of the
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values mentioned., kEvidence substantlating thils 1s re-

ported in Table XVII, page 41l.
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TABLFE XVII

AFNWRAL OPINION OF TH®R ~“RADUATES NF
VICTO® HIGH SCHOONL AS TO VALTFS
DERIVED FROM THRIR HIFY SCHCOL FDUCATTON

1947-1953
Feneral Ovinion ¥amber Replvine
Made 1t possible for me to secure a position 17
Better able to qét along with peopie 16
Made it possible for me to g0 to college 9
Profited by every part of it 9
Made me a better citizen 6
Made me more understanding 5
Better understanding of meaning of democracy 4
Hqued,me meet public obligations 4
Assisted me in selecting a job 3
Made'me a better neighbor 3
Invaiuable 3
Encouraged thinking ‘ 2
Broadened view poipt 2
rmjoy life more 2
Gained something from each course 2
Tess dependent on others 2
Developed sportsmanship o
lL,asted time 1
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CHAFPT™R V

S LAY, ~BVITHW OF TINNINGS,

AND HECOWMMENDATICGNS

Revliew of purpose. The purpose of this study was to

make an evaluation of the program and services offered to

the students of the Viector High School. From thls study,

1t was hoped to determine the practicality of courses offer-
ed, to learn if the present high school curriculum is broad
enough to meet the needs of present day socletv, to obtain
suggestions for the improvement of the present high school
program, to serve as a basls for an enlarged guidance program,
and to appralse the desirable and undesirable characterlstlcs
of high school teachers as indicated by the graduates.

Review of procedure. A questionnaire was drawn up

and mailed to the graduates of Victor High School through
the years 1947 to 1953 1nclusive. Ninety-elght question-
naires were sent out. Seventy-slix were returned.

Review of findings.

1. 76.8 per cent of the graduates for the years
1947 to 1953, 1inclusive, returned questionnaires,

2, b57.9 per cent of the graduates vwere married.
Twentv-nine of the thirtv-seven 2lirls mere
married as compared to fifteen of the thirtw-

nine boys.
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Z. 35.5 per cent of the graduates attended colleres
or trade schools following graduation,

4. 3ixteen boys were in the Armed Forces.

5. Thirty-seven graduates were galnfullv employved
full time.

6. Twenty-seven graduates were housewlves.

7. Commerclal courses were instrumental in job
placements.

8, Fifteen boys found their hich school training
useful to them while in the Armed Forces.

9. 0f the courses they wished they had taken, grad-
uvates listed bookkeeping, chemistry, and short-
hand as most frequently essentlal,

10. Algebra, English, and tvping were the courses to
whlch the graduates wished they had applied
themselves more diligently.

11. Citizenshlp was the course which the graduates
felt was most useful to them in community affairs
and In meeting their obligations as citizens.,

12. Phvsical educatlion was fhe course that helped
twenty-three graduates the most in the enjoyment
of 1ife.

13. A majorlity of the graduates felt that high school
teachers could have been more helpful in teaching
thelr courses and in the field of gnidance.

14. Helpfulness and maintainance of discipline vere

most often listed as the most desirable
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16.

17.

18.

wdd -

characteristics of a high school teacher,
Lack of interest 1n subject and student and
inability to explalin subject matter vere the
least desirable characteristics of a high
schocl teacher,

The six general classes of extra-curricular
actlvities offered at the Vietor High School
were all seemingly worth while,

Dramatics and athletlcs were the most popular
activities.

Only seven graduates out of the seventy-six
opined that too much time was devoted to extra-

currilcular activities,

ttecommendations., From guestionnaires received from

seventy-six graduates of the Viector High School, the follow-

ing recommendatlons are made:

1.

2e

R
.

After careful consideration, 1t was felt that,
1f possible, the following courses should be
added to the high school curriculum:
a, Home economics
b. Publie speaking
c. Safety education and driver traininsg
d. Marriage and family relationship
More conservation should be taught In con-
junction with other courses.
College prevaratory courses should be maintain-

ed in the present curriculum.
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8.

10.

- Hem

Teachers could add immeasurably to the value

of high school education by recognizing students
as individuals having specific differences and
problems. ‘'his would llkewlse entall provisions
for more counseling and vocatlonal guidance.
Proper study hablts shounld be stressed.

The study on desirable and undesirable character-
1stics of the high school teacher should be ser-
iously considered in detail by members of the
faculty.

Cltlzenship and studies of democracy should be
emphaslzed.

More opportunities for leadership and self-
expression should be provided.

Continuation of a well-balanced extra-curricular
program is an integral part of the educational
program,

That the follow-up study be read and examined

by Victor High School authoritles., Through care~
ful appraisal and consideration of the graduates!
reaction to their high school education, lasting
benefits might be attalned.
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Vietor High School
Victor, Montana
December 2, 1953

Dear Graduate:

In our modern world the school, like
most other institutions, must do a1l possible
to keep abreast of the times, The demands of
society and the needs of our students must be
met, We are, therefore, turning to you Victor
High School Alumni for advice and suggestions
on how this might be done, It is felt that
your experiences should be a helpful agent in
making recommendations for curriculum improvew-
ment.

You may help us greatly by completing
and returning the enclosed questionnaire, A
self-addressed, stamped envelop is enclosed
for this purpose. iMany items may be answered
by a simple check mark, However, feel free to
turn the page over and add any suggestions you
wish. All replies will be held in the strict-
est confidence. Your name will not be used in
connection with the answers,

Should you return to Victor please "drop
in" and visit us. Many new additions and im-
provamenits have been made in our school plant.
¢ shall be glad to see vyou,

Very truly, yours,

:;. Mcraon_

~49-

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



QUESTIONNAIRE

IDENTIFYING DATA
1, Name:
2, Address:

3. Marital Status:
Single wWidowed Separated

Married Divorced Other

RECORD OF EDUCATION BEYOND HIGH SCHOOL
L. Colleges, trade schools, vocational schools, or other schools

(including military schools) attended or being attended after
graduation from high school:;

Neame and Location Time Course |Reason for DPiploma
of School Attended Taken Leaving Degree, ect

5. For what position or kind of work are you now preparing yourself?

6, If you are not going to school now, are you planning to continue
your education beyond high school?

RPLOYMENT RECORD:
7. Check the statement or statements that best describe your pre-

sent status:

Attending college Housewife
Attending other school Military
Gainfully employed part time Self-employed
Gainfully employed full time Unable to work

Tenmporarily unemployed Other
8. To what extent is your present job like the type of work you
thought you would follow when you left high school?

9. In what way could your high school tralning have been more help-
ful in preparing you for your present job?

Yy

10,For those who were (or_are) in the Armed Forses:
In what way has your high school education been helpful te you?
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11, List, in order, the jobs you have hcld for two months or longer sincc graduation from high school

(Include also kinds of work while in mili service):
Namc and AdaresaH Type of| Wwhy Did You Docide] What Are Chances| Why Did What High School |
of Employcr Work 1 _on Thls Work? of Advancament? | You Ieave?! Courscs Wore Halpfulg




HIGH SCHOOL COURSES .
12.Nuse Check 1T Check 1T You [Check 1f You wkdh Yol
of You Took Wwish You Had [Had Worked Harder in
Course Course Taken Cowrse |the Course
Acriculture
Algebra
Am. History
Band
BiGlogy
BOOKKeeplng
Theémistry
Chorus
Citlzensnhlp
Fconomics
English
. Gen'l Math.
Gen'l Science
Geometry
Home EcC.
Health
Journalism
Uccupacions
Office Pract.
Physical Ed.
POysSics
SRorthand
B0C10108Y 4
Spanisn
1yplng
Woodshop
Other (Name]:

13.Which of the above courses have helped you most since graduation:
- . In making a living? _
b. In getting along vith people?
¢. In enjoying life?
d. In community affairs?
e. In meeting your obligatlions as a citizen?
lk.ﬁolyou feel that your high school teachers could have been more
elpful:
a. In the teaching of thelr courses?
b. In offering more help in personal guldance?
¢c. In providing vocational guidance?
d. In recreational activities?
e, Other N

15. without mentioning the name or sex of the teachers involved, -
1ist the characteristics:

a. Nf the best teacher you had in high school
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b. Of the poorest teacher you had in high school

16. If it wers possible to add new courses to the hizh school cur-
riculun, indicate whether it should be any of those indicated
below, and why:

a. Conservation

b. Conslter Faucatlion

c. ArTS

d. Home Foconomics

e. Marilage and lamlly hetlatlonship

b g H@tal Sﬁﬂp

g. MectanIcal Drawling

h. Publlc Speaning

1. Sefety Education and Driver Airaining

J. Vocational Agriculture

k., Other (Name):

HIGH_SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

17. Type or Check 1f youa |[Check 1T You Wished Was 1t
Activit Participated fYou Had Participated Worthwhile?
Athletics
Band
Class Office
chorus
Dramatics
Pep Club
Putlicatlions
Student counecl
Others (Naue)

18. Do you teel that you galned any lasting benerits from taking
purt in extra-curricular activitie8?If the answer is "yes", in
vhat way?

19. Do you feel thet too much school time 1s devoted to eXLracurri-
cular activities?

20. Please state your general opinlon of the value derived by you
personally from your high school education.

1
1
A
[}
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